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PART  I. 

THE  spirit's   work   IN   THE  CONVERSION   OF 

SINNERS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


THE  NECESSITY  OF  A  GREAT  SPIRITUAL  CHANGE. 

We  haye  a  yerj  solemn  statement  on  this  subject 
from  the  lips  of  One  whose  personal  character,  as  well 
as  his  official  authority,  may  well  impress  our  minds 
with  a  conyiction  of*  its  certain  and  infallible  truth. 
It  comes  to  us  from  the  lips  of  Jesus — that  same 
Jesus  who  is  the  Sayiour — the  only  Sayiour  of  sinners  ; 
who  pitied  us  in  our  lost  estate,  and  entered  into  a 
coyenant  with  God  on  our  behalf,  and  engaged  in  his 
own  person  to  render  the  price  of  our  redemption ; 
and  left  the  throne  of  heayen,  and  appeared  as  a  man 
on  earth — a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief,  and  became  obedient  imto  death,  eyen  the  death 
of  the  cross, — that  same  Jesus  who  afterwards  ascended 
up  into  heayen,  and  sat  down  with  his  Father  on  his 
throne — ^to  whom  all  power  is  giyen  in  heaven  and  on 
earth,  who,  as  mediatorial  king,  is  now  carrying  on 
the  administration  of  the  scheme  of  grace,  and  will  ere 
long  come  in  the  clouds  of  heayen  to  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead, — ^that  same  Jesus  declares,  and  that, 
too,  with  the  solemnity  of  a  most  emphatic  asseyera- 
tion,  "  Verily,  yerily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man 
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be  bom  again,"  or  bom^om  ahove^*  "  be  cannot  entet 
into  tbe  kingdom  of  God."  And  can  we  contemplate 
tbe  character  of  bim  who  speaks,  and  bis  official 
autbority,  wbetber  as  the  Saviour  or  as  tbe  Judge  of 
men;  can  we  consider  bis  love  for  souls,  and  bis 
earnest  desire  for  tbeir  salvation, — ^his  perfect  know- 
ledge of  tbe  plan  of  grace  and  of  every  provision 
wbicb  it  contains,  and  bis  divine  commission  to  de- 
clare tbe  will  of  God,  and  to  decide  tbe  case  of  every 
soul  at  tbe  last  day ;  without  feeling  that  the  very 
benevolence  of  bis  character,  and  his  almighty  power 
as  a  Saviour,  impart  a  tremendous  force  to  his  words, 
— ^when  "  be  that  is  true — ^he  that  bath  the  key  of 
David,  be  that  openeth  and  no  man  shutteth,  and 
shutteth  and  no  man  openeth" — declares  that  the  door 
of  heaven  is  barred  against  every  unregenerate  man ; 
and  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  he  suffered  on  the 
cross,  be  will  himself  decide  when  be  takes  bis  seat 
on  the  throne,  that  '^  except  a  man  be  bom  again,  be 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 

In  regard  to  the  nature  of  that  change  wbicb  must 
be  wrought  on  a  sinner  before  he  can  see  the  kingd(Hn 
of  God,  I  shall  only  observe  at  present  that  it  is  a 
spiritual  one^ — spiritual  in  respect  alike  to  its  sub- 
ject, its  author,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  accom- 
plished :  it  is  wrought  on  the  soul  of  man  hy  the 
Word  and  Spirit  of  God,  The  soul  is  the  subject 
of  this  change ;  it  is  not  an  external  reform  merely, 
but  an  internal  and  spiritual  renovation, — a  change 
of  mind  and  heart,  taking  effect  on  the  understanding 

*  John  Ui.  3,  «f  jy^iy^&om  o&ovei  rapernft. 
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when  it  is  enlightened— on  the  conscience,  when  it  is 
convinced — on  the  will,  when  it  is  suhdued— on  the 
affections,  when  they  are  refined  and  purified— on  the 
whole  man,  when  ^'he  is  transformed  hj  the  renew- 
ing of  his  mind,"  and  ^  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus 
unto  good  works ;"  so  that  he  is  said  to  he  *^  a  new 
creature,  in  whom  old  things  have  passed  away,  all 
things  haye  hecome  new." — The  Spirit  of  God  is  the 
author  of  this  change ;  the  soul  u  horn  again  only 
when  it  is  **  horn  of  the  Spirit " — ^for  **  that  which  is 
bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  bom  of 
the  Spirit  is  spirit."  It  belongs  to  Him  to  enlighten 
the  darkened  understanding,  by  shining  into  it  and 
giying  it  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
€k>d ;  to  awaken  the  slumbering  conscience,  by  con- 
vincing it  of  sin ;  to  subdue  our  rebellious  wills,  by 
"  making  us  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power ;  ** 
"  to  take  away  the  hard  and  stony  hearts  out  of  our 
flesh,  and  give  us  hearts  of  flesh;"  to  refine  and  sanctify 
our  affections ;  and  to  "  work  in  us  all  the  good  plea- 
sure of  his  goodness,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power." 
— And  this  spiritual  change  is  wrought  by  spiintual 
means^ — ^for  the  Word  of  God,  or  the  truth  contained 
in  the  Word,  is  the  instrument  by  which  the  Spirit 
acts.  "  We  are  bom  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed, 
but  of  incorruptible,  even  by  the  Word  of  God,  which 
hveth  and  abideth  for  ever ; "  and  we  are  saved 
"  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the 
trath." 

This  change  is  often  preceded  by  a  process  of 
instruction  and  conviction,  and  is  always  foWowed  \)^ 
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a  progressive  course  of  sanctification ;  but  it  properly 
consists  in  our  being  made  willing  to  comply  with  the 
Gospel  call,  by  embracing  Christ  for  salvation,  and 
surrendering  ourselves  up  to  him  to  be  taught,  and 
pardoned,  and  governed,  according  to  his  revealed 
vrill ;  and  as  soon  as  it  is  accomplished  in  the  expe- 
rience of  any  sinner,  his  whole  relation  to  God,  his 
prospects  for  eternity,  his  views  and  feelings,  his  pre- 
vailing dispositions  and  habits,  are  totally  changed ; 
insomuch,  that  he  who  formerly  sat  in  darkness  is 
introduced  into  marvellous  light — he  who  was  at  a 
distance  from  God  is  brought  nigh — ^he  who  was  in  a 
state  of  enmity  is  translated  into  a  state  of  peace — ^he 
who  was  exposed  to  a  sentence  of  condemnation,  is 
forgiven  and  accepted — ^he  who  was  lost,  is  saved. 

I  need  scarcely  add,  that  it  is  a  great  change  which 
is  here  spoken  of.  That  is  a  very  great  change  which 
is  wrought  on  an  infant,  when  it  is  bom  into  the 
world — when  it  is  introduced  into  a  new  scene,  and 
begins  to  have  a  consciousness  of  its  individual  exis- 
tence, and  receives  a  thousand  new  sensations,  and 
enters  on  a  life  of  which  it  had  no  experience  before. 
So  is  it  with  the  soul  at  the  time  when  a  new  spiritual 
life  is  imparted  to  it ;  for  when  our  Lord  speaks  of  its 
conversion  under  the  figure  of  its  being  "  bom  again," 
he  evidently  represents  it  as  a  very  great  change — so 
great  as  to  bear  some  resemblance  to  the  first  com- 
mencement of  conscious  existence.  Many  other 
figures  are  employed,  which  are  severally  descriptive 
of  one  or  other  of  its  peculiar  features,  but  all  equally 
significant  of  its  greatness.     It  is  called  a  renovation 
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of  the  soul,  or  its  being  made  new ;  a  transformation 
of  the  soul,  or  its  being  changed  into  another  likeness; 
a  translating  of  the  soul,  or  its  being  brought  from 
one  position  and  placed  in  another,  and  a  very  differ- 
ent one ;  a  quickening  of  the  soul,  or  its  receiving  a 
new  life ;  a  resurrection  of  the  soul,  or  its  being 
raised  from  the  dead  ;  a  new  creation  of  the  soul,  or 
its  being  created  anew  by  Him  who  made  it ;  the 
washing  of  the  soul,  or  its  purification  from  defile- 
ment ;  the  healing  of  the  soul,  or  its  being  delivered 
from  disease ;  the  liberation  of  the  soul,  or  its  being 
emancipated  from  bondage ;  the  awakening  of  the 
soul,  or  its  being  aroused  out  of  sleep ;  and  it  is  com- 
pared to  the  change  which  is  wrought  on  the  blind, 
when  they  receive  their  sight, — on  the  deaf,  when 
their  hearing  is  restored, — on  the  lepers,  when  they 
are  cleansed, — on  the  dead,  when  they  are  raised  to 
life.  Now,  of  this  change — so  great,  so  spiritual,  so 
comprehensive — ^the  Saviour  himself,  who  alone  can 
save,  declares,  "  Except  a  man  be  horn  from  above^ 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God" 

By  the  kingdom  of  God  in  this  place,  we  are  to 
understand,  not  the  external  dispensation  of  the  Gos- 
pel, or  the  visible  Church  of  Christ  in  this  world, 
although  it  is  sometimes  used  in  that  sense,  but  the 
spiritual  and  invisible  kingdom  of  God;  and  the 
statement  here  made  is  designed  to  warn  us,  that  no 
unconverted  man  is  a  member  of  Christ's  spiritual 
Church  on  earth,  or  can  by  possibility  obtain  admis- 
sion into  the  Church  triumphant  in  heaven.  There  is 
peculiar  emphasis  in  the  words :  it  is  not  said  that  he 
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may  not,  or  that  he  shall  not,  but  that  he  cannot ;  the 
iMH)SHrBii.iTY  of  any  unregenerate  man  being  admit- 
ted into  heaven  is  declared,  and  that,  loo,  by  Him  who 
came  to  throw  the  door  of  heaven  open  for  the  recep- 
tion of  sinners,  and  who  holds  in  his  oivn  hands  the 
keys  of  the  kingdom. 

That  we  may  arrive  at  a  right  conclusion  on  any 
subject,  two  tilings  are  necessary, — a  sound  principle 
and  a  certain  fact.  In  the  case  before  us,  the  prin- 
ciple which  our  Lord  assumes  is,  that  a  man  must  he 
spiritual  if  ho  would  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ; 
and  the  fact  on  which  he  founds  in  connection  with 
tliat  principle,  is,  that  by  nature  men  are  not  spiritual 
but  carnal,  corrupted,  and  depraved.  If  these  two 
things  he  certain,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable,  that  a 
great  change  ia  indispensably  necessary,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  "  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God."  Let  us  first  of  all  consider 
tbejitcl  which  is  here  assumed,  and  then  connecting 
it  with  the  principle  which  is  also  assumed,  evince 
the  necessity  of  a  great  spiritual  change. 

I.  In  thus  affirming  the  necessiti/  of  regeneration, 
and  the  impossibility  of  saltation  without  it,  our  IiOrd 
proceeds  on  the  supposition,  Ihat  in  our  natural  slate 
we  are  fallen  and  depraved, — a  supposition  which  is 
luuformly  assumed  in  Scripture,  and  abundantly  veri- 
fied bjezperience  and  observation.  It  is  implied  ii 
Lord's  words,  for  unconverted  men  are  there  spoki 
as  being  out  of  the  kingdom  of  God,'  and  inca| 
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of  entering  into  it  unless  they  be  bom  again ;  and  it 
is  clearlj  stated  in  the  6th  Terse:  *'  That  which  is  bom 
of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the 
Spirit  is  spirit."  In  this  comprehensive  sentence,  he 
places  in  yivid  contrast  the  two  great  classes  into 
which  all  men  are  divided  in  Scripture,  I  mean  the 
regenerate  and  the  unregenerate ;  but  he  does  so  in 
such  a  way  as  to  intimate  that  all  men  belong  natu- 
rally to  the  same  class ;  and  that,  if  any  have  been 
restored,  it  was  by  their  being  bom  again.  When  he 
speaks  of  j}iejle$hy  he  does  not  refer  to  the  body,  but 
to  the  soul ;  for,  although  the  term  is  sometimes  used 
to  denote  our  corporeal  frame,  as  when  the  apostle 
speaks  of  his  ^*  living  or  abiding  in  the  flesh,"  it  is 
more  frequently,  and  always  when  contradistinguished 
as  it  is  here  from  the  Spirit,  employed  to  denote  our 
whole  nature^  as  naiMXdWy  fallen  and  yet  unrenewed ; 
as  w^hen  the  apostle  says,  "  So  then  they  that  are  in 
the  flesh  cannot  please  God ;  but  ye  arc  not  in  the 
flesh,  but  in  the  spirit,  if  so  be  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
dwell  in  you."  In  this  sense  it  corresponds  to  "  the  old 
man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lusts;" 
and  to  ^"^  the  natural  man^  which  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,"  and  is  distinguished  from 
the  "  new  man^  which  after  God  is  created  in  righte- 
ousness and  true  holiness."  Hence  we  read  of  "  sin- 
ful flesh,"  and  the  "  fleshly  mind,"  of  which  it  is  said, 
that  the  "  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God."  When 
he  says,  "  That  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,"  he 
intimates  that  every  human  being,  as  he  is  bom  of 
the  flesh  or  o£  fallen  parents,  ia  himself  fleshy  &U>^iiX, 
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corrupted  and  deprayed ;  that  this  is  His  natural  state, 
his  state  as  he  is  bom,  and  in  which  he  remains  until 
he  is  bom  again ;  so  that  every  waw,  without  any  ex- 
ception, may  say  with  David,  "  Behold  I  was  shapen 
in  iniquity,  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceiye  me." 
And  when  he  adds,  "  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit 
is  spirit,"  he  intimates,  indeed,  that  there  are  now 
two  classes  of  men  in  the  world — the  one  natural,  the 
other  spiritual — ^the  one  regenerate,  the  other  unrege- 
nerate ;  but  that  this  arises  not  from  any  original  dif* 
ference,  still  less  from  any  spontaneous  sep^iration,  but 
from  a  change  which  has  been  wrought  on  some,  while 
the  rest  remain  as  they  were, — a  change  which  is 
directly  ascribed  to  the  regenerating  grace  of  the  Spirit 
of  God.  But  naturally  all  belong  to  the  same  class 
and  partake  of  the  same  character ;  and  although 
there  may  be,  and  doubtless  there  are,  manifold  diver- 
sities of  disposition,  and  innumerable  degrees  of  guilt 
among  unconverted  men,  yet  in  the  one — ^the  only 
point  of  essential  importance — "  there  is  no  diflference, 
for  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 
God." 

Such  is  the  supposition  on  which  our  Lord's  state- 
ment rests — the  supposition  of  the  universally  fallen 
and  corrupted  state  of  human  nature ;  and  did  we 
really  believe  this  truth, — did  we  receive  it  in  its  full 
scriptural  import,  and  in  its  application  to  our  own 
souls  individually — ^we  should  have  little  difficulty  in 
perceiving  the  necessity  of  a  great  spiritual  change, 
and  the  impossibility  of  our  being  saved  without  being 
hora  again.     But  this  doctrine  of  natural  depravity. 
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althongh  uniformly  assumed  in  the  Bible,  and  fre- 
quently asserted  in  express  terms,  and  abundantly 
Teiified  by  the  experience  of  our  own  hearts,  as  well 
as  by  the  uniyersal  history  of  the  world,  is  so  ofTensiye 
and  alarming  to  every  unconyertcd  man,  that  he  is 
prone,  if  not  to  deny  its  general  truth,  at  least  to 
mitigate  and  soften  its  meaning,  in  so  far  as  it  applies 
to  his  own  case  ;  and  hence  many  a  one  who  admits 
in  general  terms,  because  he  cannot  decently  deny,  that 
he  is  a  sinner,  shows  by  his  whole  spirit  and  conver- 
sation, that  he  has  no  idea  of  what  is  imphe<l  in  this 
confession,  and  no  heartfelt  conviction  that  he  needs 
to  be  bom  again.  He  admits  that  he  has  some  im- 
perfections— some  natural  frailtic^  some  human  infir- 
mities; he  may  even  charge  himself  with  a  few 
occasional  delinquencies — with  the  omission,  or  care- 
less discharge  of  duty,  and  perhaps  with  certain 
acts  of  positive  transgression.  But  while  he  admits 
his  imperfection  to  this  extent,  he  is  unwilling  to 
believe  that  he  is  so  utterly  fallen  as  to  be  unable  to 
restore  himself,  or  to  stand  in  need  of  so  great  a  change 
as  is  implied  in  being  "  born  again  !"  Hence,  when 
his  conscience  is  at  any  time  impressed,  he  thinks  of 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  outward  reformation,  a 
little  more  attention  to  duty,  a  little  more  circumspec- 
tion in  his  ordinary  conduct ;  and  thus  "  cleansing 
the  outside  of  the  cup  and  platter,"  he  looks  for  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  and  admission  into  his  kingdom, 
although,  inwardly,  no  change  has  been  wrought,  none 
that  can,  even  in  his  own  estimation,  correspond  with, 
or  deserve  to  he  called — a  new  spiritual  birth,     li  axv^ 
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such  shall  read  these  lines,  it  should  be  a  yery  solemn 
reflection  to  them,  that  the  Lord  Jesus,  when  he  spake 
to  a  self-righteous  Pharisee,  a  master  in  Israel,  made 
no  account  of  his  exterior  decency,  but  insisted  on  the 
necessity  of  his  being  bom  again ;  and  that,  too,  in 
terms  which  declare  that  this  necessity  is  alike  abso- 
lute and  universal,  there  being  no  man  of  whom  it  is 
not  true,  that  he  must  be  converted  or  condemned. 
If  you  imagine,  then,  that  you  may  enter  into  the 
kingdom  in  some  other  way,  and  that  you  have  no 
need  to  undergo  that  great  preparatory  change,  I  be- 
seech you  to  remember  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  of  a 
different  mind — ^that  he  makes  no  exception  in  your 
behalf,  but  affirms,  without  qualification  or  reserve, 
that  '^  except  A  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God."  That  solemn  statement 
rests  on  the  fact  of  our  universal  depravity ;  and  even 
were  it  more  difficult  than  it  is  to  discover  the  grounds 
and  reasons  on  which  it  is  founded, — such  a  declara- 
tion, coming  from  him  who  is  at  once  the  only  Saviour 
and  the  unerring  Judge,  should  impress  our  minds 
with  the  conviction,  that  the  matter  is  finally  settled 
and  determined  by  an  authority  which  no  power  in 
heaven  or  on  earth  can  challenge  or  resist.  His 
authority  in  this  matter  is  supreme,  and  one  distinct 
statement  of  his  will  should  be  received  as  a  final  and 
irreversible  decision ;  but  the  same  testimony  is  often 
repeated,  and  in  great  variety  of  language.  At  one 
time  he  tells  you,  "  Except  you  repent,  ye  shall  all 
likewise  perish ;"  at  another,  *'  If  ye  believe  not,  ye 
jghall  die  in  jour  sins ;"  at  a  third, ''  Unless  ye  be  con* 
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Teiied,  and  l>ecome  as  little  children,  je  shaU  not  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God."  But  in  his  words  to  Nioo- 
demus  there  is  a  remarkable  peculiarity  ;  he  does  not 
merely  declare  that  no  unregenerate  man  shall  be 
admitted ;  he  affirms  that  he  cannot,  that  it  is  tm- 
potsible  he  should  be ;  and  it  is  to  the  grounds  on 
which  this  impossibility  is  affirmed  that  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  speak. 

n.  In  the  Scriptures,  we  read  of  some  things  that 
are  impossible  with  men,  but  which  are  not  impossible 
with  God ;  and  of  other  things  that  are  impossible  both 
with  God  and  man.  Some  things  that  are  impossible 
with  men  are  possible  with  God,  and  to  these  the 
angel  referred,  when  he  said  to  Mary,  "  With  God 
nothing  shall  be  impossible ;"  and  our  Lord  himself, 
when  he  said  to  the  disciples,  "  With  God  all  things 
are  possible."  But  while,  in  respect  to  any  mere 
natural  difficulty,  God  s  Almighty  power  is  more  than 
sufficient  to  overcome  it ;  there  are  certain  things 
which  may  be  said  to  be  impossible  with  God  himself 
— ^not  from  any  defect  of  power  on  his  part,  but  from 
their  repugnance  to  his  essential  attributes,  and  their 
opposition  to  his  unchangeable  will.  Hence  wc  read, 
that  "  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  lie,"  that  he  "  can- 
not deny  himself,"  and  that  "  without  faith  it  is  im- 
possible to  please  him," — the  things  supposed  being 
in  their  own  nature  contrary  to  the  essential  character 
of  God,  so  that  he  cannot  be  as  he  is — he  must  cease 
to  be  God,  before  these  things  can  come  to  pass.  It 
will  be  found,  that  to  this  class  of  moral  impossibili- 
ties th&  salvation  of  an  unregenerate  man  \)e\on^. 
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There  is  a  very  remarkable  difFerence  betwixt  the 
statement  of  our  Lord  to  Nicodemus,  and  the  deliver- 
ance which  he  pronounced  on  another  case  of  great 
difficulty.  In  reference  to  rich  men,  and  the  difficulty 
of  their  entrance  into  the  kingdom,  he  had  said,  when 
the  young  man  mentioned  in  the  Gospel  "  went  away 
sorrowful,  for  he  had  great  possessions,"  "  I  say  unto 
you,  that  a  rich  man  shall  hardly  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heayen  :  and  again  I  say  imto  you,  it  is  easier 
for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for 
a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.**  But 
when  the  disciples  said,  "  Who  then  can  be  saved ! " 
he  answered,  '*  With  men  this  is  impossible,  but  with 
God  all  things  are  possible," — ^thereby  intimating,  that 
although  naturally  impossible^  by  reason  of  the  mani- 
fold obstructions  with  which  a  rich  man  has  to  con- 
tend, it  was  not  impossible  for  him  to  remove  these  ob- 
structions, nor  any  wise  inconsistent  vnth  his  character, 
to  put  forth  his  power  for  that  end ;  and  accordingly, 
although  ''  not  many  rich  and  not  many  noble  are 
called,"  yet  some  in  every  age  have  been  converted, 
and  made  signal  monuments  of  the  efficacy  of  his 
grace.  But  mark  the  difference  when  he  speaks  of 
an  unregenerate  man :  he  does  not  say  that  his  en- 
trance into  the  kingdom,  although  impossible  vdth 
men,  is  possible  with  God ;  but  he  pronounces  abso- 
lutely, that,  remaining  in  that  condition,  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  Gody — thereby  representing  it  as 
one  of  those  things  which  are  impossible  with  God 
himself,  and  which  would  be  alike  inconsistent  with 
Ai9  declared  willy  opposed  to  the  es^iitial  perfections 
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[  his  nature,  and  subversire  of  the  unchangeable 
tiinciples  of  his  goyemment.  It  is  possible,  indeed, 
*-oh !  it  is  Tery  possible,  that  an  unconverted  man 
may  be  conyerted,  that  an  unregenerate  man  may  be 
renewed, — fortius,  so hr  from  being  opposed  to  God's 
win,  or  character,  or  goyemment,  is  in  unison  with 
them  all,  and  a  fit  object  for  the  interposition  of  his 
grace  and  power ;  but  that  a  sinner  remaining  uncon- 
yerted  should  be  saved — that  a  man  ''  bom  of  the 
flesh  "  should  enter  the  kingdom  without  being  ^*  bom 
again'*  of  the  Spinty-this  is  an  impossibility,  and 
must  be  so,  so  long  as  God  is  God. 

That  it  is  so  will  appear  from  the  following  con- 
aderations. 

1.  No  unregenerate  man  can  see  the  kingdom  of 
God,  because  it  is  impossible  for  God  himself  to  do 
what  implies  a  manifest  contradiction ;  and  there  is 
a  manifest  contradiction  in  the  idea  that  a  fleshly  mind 
can,  without  any  change  of  character,  become  a  sub- 
ject of  God's  spiritual  kingdom.  The;  expression  here 
used  to  denote  the  state  of  safety  and  hap])iness  into 
which  God  brings  his  people,  is  deeply  significant  aii<l 
instructive.  It  is  not  spoken  of,  you  will  observe,  as 
a  state  of  mere  safety — mere  exemption  from  punish- 
ment, or  immimity  from  wrath — but  Jis  a  kingdom^ 
— a  kingdom  in  which  they  are  safe,  because  they  are 
protected  by  his  almighty  power,  and  happy,  because 
they  are  cherished  by  his  infinite  love, — but  still  a 
kingdom^  in  which,  besides  being  safe  and  happy, 
they  are  placed  under  rule  and  government,  and  ex- 
pected to  yield  submission  and  service,  as  his  obedient 
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subjects.  And  so  is  it  with  eveiy  one  who  reallj 
enters  that  kingdom,  whether  on  earth  or  in  heaven ; 
he  cannot  so  much  as  enter  into  the  outer  sanctuary 
here,  and  far  less  obtain  admission  into  the  holy  place 
there,  without  laying  down  at  its  threshold  the  wea- 
pons of  rebellion,  and  returning  to  his  allegiance  and 
duty.  There  is,  indeed,  an  external  kingdom  of  grace 
in  which  many  an  unregenerate  man  may  be  placed; 
but  the  true  spiritual  kingdom  is  ^'  not  in  word  bat 
in  power/*  "  The  kingdom  of  God,"  says  Christ 
himself,  ^'  is  within  you ; "  ^pd,  says  the  apostle, 
"  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but 
righteousness  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.* 
It  mainly  consists  in  the  setting  up  of  God's  throne 
in  the  sinners  heart,  subduing  his  will  to  Gtni's 
authority,  and  winning  over  his  affections  to  God's 
service;  and  to  say  that  any  man  remaining  in  an 
imregenerate  state  can  be  a  member  of  that  kingdom, 
were  to  affirm  that  he  might  be  at  one  and  the  same 
time  both  an  alien  and  a  citizen, — a  friend  and  an 
enemy, — alive  and  dead.  Every  one  must  see,  that  if, 
when  God  saves  men,  he  brings  them  into  his  king- 
dortiy  and  places  them  under  his  own  holy  govern- 
ment, it  is  impossible,  in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
that  they  can  enter  it  without  undergoing  a  great 
change  ;  and  in  this  light,  there  is  a  self-evident  truth 
and  certainty  in  the  words  of  our  Lord,  "  Except  a 
man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
God." 

2.  No  unregenerate  man  can  see  the  kingdom  of 
God,  because  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  lie ;  and  he 
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lias  expresslj  said,  naj  he  has  sworriy  that  we  must 
he  converted  or  condemned.  "  The  word  of  the  Lord 
endoreth  for  ever."  *^  Heaven  and  earth  may  pass 
awaj,  bat  one  jot  or  tittle  of  that  word  shall  not  fail.* 
^  God  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  repent :  hath  he 
said,  and  shall  he  not  do  it ;  hath  he  spoken,  and  shall 
he  not  make  it  good." 

It  is  yeij  true  that  we  read  in  Scripture  of  man j 
occasions  on  which  his  ^  repentings  were  kindled 
together,"  and  he  refrained  from  the  execution  of  his 
threatened  judgm^ts ;  but  if  we  consider  these  cases 
we  shall  find  that  thej  are  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  general  doctrine,  that  he  can  neither  change,  nor 
Ue,  nor  repent,  so  as  to  leave  his  word  unfulfilled,  or 
to  depart  from  the  principles  of  his  righteous  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  they  afibrd  no  ground  of  hope  to  an 
unconverted  sinner,  that  he  may  enter  into  the  king- 
dom without  being  bom  again.     God  is  said  to  repent 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  repentance  of  his  people, 
his  dispensations  towards  them  are  changed  ;  but  this 
change  in  his  dealings  with  them  is  only  a  consistent 
and  suitable  manifestation  of  the  unchangeable  and 
eternal  pinnciples  on  which  he  conducts  his  holy  ad- 
ministration.     Thus,  when  Rehoboam  "  forsook  the 
law  of  the  Lord,  and  all  Israel  with  him,"  the  king  of 
Eigypt  was  sent  up  to  Jerusalem  with  his  army  to 
chasten  them ;  and  "  the  Lord  said,  Ye  have  forsaken 
me,  therefore  have  I  also  left  you  in  the  hand  of  Shi- 
shak.    Whereupon  the  princes  of  Israel,  and  the  king 
humbled  themselves,  and  they  said.  The  Lord  is  righ- 
teous :  and  when  ihe  Lord  saw  that  they  bum^Aei 
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themselves,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Shemaiah, 
saying,  They  have  humbled  themselves,  therefore  I 
will  not  destroy  them,  but  I  will  grant  them  some 
deliverance/*  Again,  when  wicked  Ahab,  of  whom 
it  is  said,  "There  was  none  like  unto  Ahab— which  did 
sell  himself  to  work  wickedness  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sackcloth  on  his  flesh, 
and  fasted,  and  lay  in  sackcloth,  and  went  softly ;  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  sajdng. 
See  thou  how  Ahab  humbleth  himself  before  me ;  be- 
cause he  humbleth  himself  before  me,  I  will  not  bring 
the  evil  in  his  days."  And  when  the  Ninevites  repented 
at  the  preaching  of  Jonah,  and  proclaimed  a  fast,  say- 
ing, "  Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn  and  repent,  and 
turn  away  from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we  perish  not  ;** 
"  God  saw  their  works,  that  they  turned  from  their 
evil  way,  and  God  repented  of  the  evil  that  he  had 
said  he  would  do  unto  them,  and  he  did  it  not." 

These,  and  many  other  instances  which  might  be 
mentioned,  are  so  many  proofs  of  the  precious  doc- 
trine, that,  under  the  scheme  of  grace  and  redemption, 
it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  truth  and  faithful- 
ness of  God,  and  the  unchangeable  principles  of  his 
government,  to  refrain  from  the  infliction  of  threaten- 
ed judgments,  when  "  the  sinner  forsakes  his  way, 
and  returns  unto  the  Lord  ;"  but  they  afford  no  evi-  . 
dence  that  a  man  may  be  saved  without  being  changed, 
or  that  God's  threatenings  against  the  impenitent  vnll 
not  be  carried  into  effect.  He  will  repent  of  the  evil 
only  when  we  repent  of  the  sin ;  for  otherwise,  he 
must  falsify  his  word,  and  act  in  direct  violation  of 
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tliose  eternal  principles  which  make  it  ^'  impossihle 
for  God  to  lie." 

3.  No  unregenerate  man  can  see  the  kingdom  of 
God,  because  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  ^^  deny  him- 
ael^"  or  to  act  in  manifest  opposition  to  the  infinite  per- 
fections of  his  own  nature,  in  order  to  save  them  from 
safiering,  who  obstinately  remain  in  a  state  of  sin. 
**  If  ye  belioTe  not,"  says  the  apostle,  "  God  abideth 
^thful ;  he  cannot  deny  himself,'*    Even  were  God's 
determination  in  this  matter  purely  arbitrary,  yet  being 
formed  by  his  supreme  authority,  and  backed  by  his 
almighty  power,  and  declared  by  his  unchangeable 
truth,  it  should  command  our  reverential  attention  ; 
but  it  is  not  arbitrary,  it  flows,  like  every  other  part 
of  his  coimsel  or  procedure,  from  the  essential  and 
immutable  attributes  of  his  divine  nature.     There  are 
some  things  that  cannot  be  otherwise  while  God  is 
God, — and  this  is  one  of  them  :  he  cannot  admit  an 
unregenerate  man  into  his  kingdom,  for  this  were  to 
"  deny  himself,"  and  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to 
every  principle  which  regujjites  his  procedure  as  the 
Governor  of  the  world.     The  supposition,  that  a  sin- 
ful man  may  enter  into  his  kingdom  without  being 
bom  again,  implies  that  God  must  deny  himself  in 
three  respects ; — that  he  must  rescind  the  law  of  his 
moral  government, — that  he  must  depart  from  his 
declared  design  in  the  scheme  of*  redemption  itself ; 
and — that  he  must  reverse  the  moral  constitution  of 
man, — or  in  other  words  alter  the  whole  character  of 

his  kingdom. 

That  a  spiritu.iJ  character  Is  indisjtensMy  necessary^ 
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in  order  to  our  being  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,  may  be  inferred  from  the  general  laws  of  his 
moral  government-  In  one  sense,  all  men,  however 
rebellious,  and  even  deyils  themselves,  are  subjects  of 
God's  kingdom — that  is,  they  are  under  his  govern- 
ment, and  bound  to  obey  his  authority,  and  responsi- 
ble to  him  as  their  Judge.  That  we  are  under  a  sys« 
tem  of  government,  is  the  intuitive  conviction  of  every 
thinking  mind.  We  feel  that  we  are  subject  to  checks 
and  restraints  which  are  imposed  upon  us  by  some 
external  authority,  and  which  are  altogether  indepen* 
dent  of  our  own  will, — insomuch,  that  although  free  to 
act  according  to  our  own  choice,  we  cannot  alter  the 
constitution  under  which  we  live,  nor  emancipate  our- 
selves from  the  control  of  law,  nor  escape  or  avert 
the  consequences  of  our  own  conduct.  That  the  sys- 
tem of  government  under  which  we  are  placed  ia 
essentially  a  moral  one^  appears  alike  from  the  evi- 
dence of  our  own  consciousness,  and  from  our  expe- 
rience and  observation  of  the  world  at  large.  There 
is  a  mysterious  law  writte;i  on  the  tablets  of  our  own 
hearts  which  reveals  God  as  a  Lawgiver  and  a  Judge ; 
and  our  whole  experience  bears  witness  to  the  inse- 
parable connection  which  he  has  established  betwixt 
sin  and  misery  on  the  one  hand,  and  holiness  and 
happiness  on  the  other.  This  is  the  general  constitu- 
tion of  God's  government ;  and  from  that  government 
the  wicked  are  not  exempted ;  on  the  contrary,  its 
reality  is  evinced  by  the  very  experience  of  those  who 
do  most  resolutely  resist  it, — just  as  rebels,  when  they 
are  jDunished  for  their  crimes^  are  still  treated  as  sub- 
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jecta,  and  become  the  most  ngnal  monuments  of  public 
justice. 

When  our  Loid  speaks  of  the  ^  kingdom  of  €k>d,'' 
he  does  not  xefer  to  the  moral  goyernment  which  is 
oomm<m  to  all  men ;  but  to  that  kingdom  of  grace 
aad  glory,  into  which  it  is  his  will  to  gather  into  one 
all  his  redeemed  people, — a  kingdom  in  which  eyerj 
subject  should  be  alike  safe  and  happy,  being  dcliyer- 
ed  £N>m  all  eyil,  and  defended  bj  his  almighty  power. 
He  speaks  of  the  state  into  which  the  Sayiour  brings 
his  people— a  state  of  perfect  safety  and  peace ;  but 
still,  you  will  obserye,  he  speaks  of  it  as  ^'  a  kingdom^" 
nay,  as  *^  the  kingdom  of  Gfod,"  and  this  implies,  that 
while  in  other  respects  it  differs  from  the  uniyersal 
kingdom,  which  comprehends  under  it  the  righteous 
and  the  wicked,  the  fallen  and  the  unfallen,  and  ex- 
tends alike  to  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  it  agrees  with 
it  in  this — ^that  it  implies  a  system  of  discipline  and 
goyernment,  administered  by  God  himself,  according 
to  such  rules  and  principles  as  are  consistent  with  iho 
perfections  of  his  nature,  and  sanctioned  by  his  un- 
changeable will.  He  is  represented*  as  the  head  of 
this  new  kingdom,  and  his  people  as  his  subjects 
there  ;  and  although  our  Lord  does  not  refer  to  God's 
general  goyernment,  but  to  this  new  kingdom  of  grace 
and  glory,  we  may  infer  from  his  language  that  this 
kingdom  will  bear  some  resemblance  to  the  former,  in 
80  &r,  at  least,  as  to  haye  a  moral  constitution,  such 
as  will  make  a  holy  character  essential  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  its  privileges.  It  must  be  so,  indeed,  unless 
that  kingdom  be  designed  to  supersede,  or  rather  to 
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reverse  the  whole  moral  constitution  of  the  world,  and 
to  introduce  another  and  an  opposite  system,  which 
should  make  no  account  of  character  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  happiness,  and  secure  exemption  from  suffering 
without  effecting  any  deliverance  from  sin.     How  fer 
this  corresponds  with  God's  actual  design  as  it  is 
revealed  in  the  Gospel,  will  fall  to  be  considered  in 
the  sequel ;  but  meanwhile  there  are  two  considera- 
tions that  I  would  merely  suggest  as  affording  a  strong 
presumption  that  Christ's  kingdom  cannot  materially 
differ  in  this  respect  from  the  general  government  of 
God: — ^The^r*^  is,  that  this  government  is  not  an 
arbitrary  constitution,  arising,  like  the  Jewish  ritual, 
from  his  mere  will,  and  capable,  like  that  and  every 
other  positive  ordinance,  of  being  abrogated;  but  a 
constitution  which,  as  it  derives  its  authority  from  his 
supreme  will,  is  itself  derived  from  the  essential  and 
unchangeable  perfections  of  his  nature ;  so  that,  unless 
God  himself  were  to  change,  or  the  relation  betwixt 
God  and  his  creatures  to  cease,  the  leading  principles 
of  that  government  must  remain  the  same  under  every 
successive  dispensation ; — ^and  the  second  is,  that  it  is  a 
government  not  confined  to  men,  but  comprehensive 
of  all  orders  of  his  intelligent  creatures, — applicable  to 
all  who  are  capable  of  knowing  God  and  serving  him, 
and  extending   to  angels   and  seraphim,   to  whose 
society  his  people  are  to  be  united  in  the  kingdom  of 
glory ;  so  that,  unless  the  redeemed  are  to  be  governed 
l)y  a  different  law,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  they 
should  be  spiritual  and  holy  as  the  angels  are  in 
heaven.     From  these  two  considerations,  it  is  mani- 
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fest,  that  in  setting  up  a  new  kingdom,  God  will 
adhere  to  those  great  principles  which  are  inyolved  in 
his  uniyersal  moral  goyemment ;  and  from  its  funda- 
mental laws  we  may  infer  with  certainty,  that  as  they 
who  are  saved  are  said  to  he  brought  into  a  kingdom, 
nay^  into  the  very  kingdom  of  God,  they  must  be 
endued  with  a  holy  character. 

That  a  spiritual  character  is  indispensably  necessary 
in  order  to  our  being  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,  appears  irom  his  declared  design  in  the  schevie 
of  redemption  itself.  So  far  from  being  intended  to 
reverse  or  supersede  the  moral  government  of  God,  or 
to  release  us  from  the  operation  of  those  laws  which 
connect  sin  with  suffering,  the  scheme  of  redemption 
was  designed  to  secure  our  happiness  by  restoring  us 
to  a  state  of  holy  conformity  to  God's  will.  Its  design 
in  relation  to  the  law  is  declared,  when  our  Ivord  him- 
self said,  "  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the 
law  :  I  am  not  come  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil ;"  and  t\w 
apostle,  "Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through 
feith  ?  God  forbid.  Yea,  we  establish  the  law."  And 
its  design  in  relation  to  ourselves  is  intimated,  when 
we  read  that  it  was  alike  the  purpose  of  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  deliver  us  from  sin  as 
well  as  from  suffering,  and  to  restore  us  to  the  image 
as  well  as  the  favour  of  God.  I  solicit  your  attention 
to  the  declared  purpose  of  each  of  the  Three  Persons 
in  the  Godhead,  in  that  scheme  of  grace  and  redemp- 
tion which  is  the  only  provision  that  has  been  made, 
or  that  ever  will  be  made,  for  your  salvation. 

The  design  of  God  the  Father  is  thus  expressed 
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"  God  hath  from  the  beginning  chosen  you  to  sedva- 
Hon  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of 
the  truth :  whereunto  he  called  you  by  our  Gospel, 
to  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  And  the  design  of  Christ  the  Saviour  is 
thus  declared :  "  Christ  also  loved  the  Church,  and 
gave  himself  for  it ;  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse 
it  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  Word,  that  he 
might  present  it  to  himself  a  glorious  Church,  not 
having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing ;  but  that  it 
should  be  holy  and  without  blemish;" — "He  gave 
himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all 
iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works."  And  the  design  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  not  only  implied  in  his  very  office,  as  the 
renewer  and  sanctifier  of  God's  people,  and  evinced 
by  the  whole  scope  and  tendency  of  the  "Word,  which 
is  the  Spirit's  message,  and  a  declaration  of  his 
will;  but  it  is  expressly  declared,  when  it  is  said, 
"  When  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world  of  sin, 
and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment;"  and  that  he 
will  "  guide  his  people  into  all  truth,"  so  as  to  fulfil  the 
Lord's  prayer  on  their  behalf,  "  Sanctify  them  through 
thy  truth,  thy  Word  is  truth." 

From  these  passages  it  is  manifest,  that  in  the 
scheme  of  redemption  itself,  God  proceeds  on  the 
principle  that  a  spiritual  character  is  indispensably 
necessary  in  order  to  our  admission  into  his  kingdom. 
The  very  salvation  which  he  has  provided  is  spiritual ; 
it  includes  various  blessings  of  unspeakable  value, 
such  as  the  pardon  of  sin,  peace  o/i  coTL^i&iLce^  assur- 
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anoe  of  God's  love,  exemption  from  hell  and  admis- 
«Mi  into  heaven ;  but  these  blessings,  so  necessary  to 
our  safety,  and  so  condacive  to  our  happiness,  are 
inseparably  connected,  by  God's  appointment,  as  well 
as  in  their  own  nature,  with  a  new  spiritual  character, 
and  cannot  be  oijoyed  without  it, — for  the  promise 
rons  in  these  terms :  '^  Then  yviH  I  sprinkle  clean  water 
Qp(m  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean :  from  all  your  filthi- 
ness,  and  from  all  your  idols,  will  I  cleanse  you.  A 
new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit  will 
I  put  within  you :  and  I  will  take  away  the  stony 
lieart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart 
of  flesh.  And  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and 
cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  ye  shall  keep 
my  judgments,  and  do  them.  And  ye  shall  dwell  in 
the  land  that  I  gave  to  your  fathers ;  and  ye  shall  be 
my  people,  and  I  will  be  your  God." 

If  such  be  God's  design  in  the  scheme  of  redemp- 
tion— the  declared  design  of  the  Father,  and  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit — how  can  you  expect  to  be  saved 
without  undergoing  a  great  spiritual  change  ?  If  you 
hope  to  be  saved  without  being  bom  again,  your  hope 
must  rest,  either  on  the  supposition  that  you  are  not 
naturally  fallen  and  depraved,  or  on  the  idea,  that  a 
holy  and  spiritual  character  is  not  indispensably  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  your  admission  into  the  kingdom. 
On  one  or  other  of  these  two  suppositions  your  hope 
must  be  built,  if  you  expect  salvation  without  a  change 
of  heart ;  for,  if  the  fact  be  certain,  that  you  are  na- 
turally fallen  and  depraved,  and  if  the  principle  be 
correct^  that  ^*  without  holiness  no  man  cs^u  see  t\iQ 
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Lord,"  the  absolute  necessity  of  regeneration  is  at  once 
established.  Now,  on  whichever  of  these  two  suppo- 
sitions you  may  take  your  stand,  there  is  enough  in 
God's  declared  design  in  the  work  of  redemption  to 
convince  you  that  they  are  both  alike  false  and  dan*- 
gerous ;  for  if,  on  the  one  hand,  you  flatter  yourselves 
that  you  are  not  so  utterly  fallen  as  to  require  to  be 
renewed,  or  as  to  be  unable  to  effect  your  own  resto- 
ration, should  not  your  fond  confidence  in  this  opinion 
be  shaken,  when  you  find  that  in  the  scheme  which 
God  himself  has  revealed  for  the  recovery  of  men,  he 
proceeds  uniformly  on  the  contrary  supposition,  and 
makes  provision  for  their  regeneration  by  his  own 
Spirit,  and  speaks  to  all  in  the  same  language,  as  sin- 
ners that  have  fallen,  and  that  need  to  be  restored  ? — 
and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you  flatter  yourselves  that, 
although  you  may  be  partially  sinful,  you  may  yet 
enter  into  the  kingdom  without  undergoing  any  great 
spiritual  change,  oh !  should  not  this  presumptuous 
expectation  be  utterly  extirpated  and  destroyed,  when 
you  find  that  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  God's  whole 
design^  and  cannot  be  fulfilled  without  subverting  the 
scheme  of  grace  ?  For  what  does  your  expectation 
imply  ?  Does  it  not  imply  that  God  will  depart  from 
his  purpose  of  saving  sinners  '^  through  sanctification 
of  the  Spirit,"  and  save  them  without  being  sanctified 
— thereby  reversing  the  constitution  of  the  scheme  of 
grace,  and  violating  the  principle  on  which  it  is  based? 
In  other  words,  does  it  not  imply  that  God  must  set 
aside  the  great  scheme  of  redemption — a  scheme  on 
which  he  has  already  exercised  all  the  riches  of  his 
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t>iD]iiscient  wisdom,  and  expended  the  blood  of  his 
Son  ^  that  immutable  wisdom,  and  inflexible  justice, 
and  unfailing  truth,  must  all  bend  and  bow  down 
before  the  sinner,  and  suffer  him  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  unrenewed?  and  do  you  not  see,  that  the 
whole  design  of  Crod  in  the  redemption  of  the  world 
must  be  abandoned,  before  your  hope  can  be  fulfilled  ? 
Does  it  not  imply  that  the  Sayiour  himself  must  re- 
linquish the  object  which  he  had  in  view,  when  ^^  he 
came  to  save  his  people  from  their  sins ;  "  that  he 
must  adopt  a  new  design,  and  throw  open  the  door 
of  his  kingdom  to  the  unholy  and  the  unclean — ^not  to 
the  unholy  that  they  may  be  renewed,  or  the  unclean 
that  they  may  be  washed — ^for  in  that  sense  the  door 
is  always  open,  and  open  for  all — ^but  to  such  as  seek 
to  remain  in  their  natural  state  "  dead  in  trespasses 
and  in  sins ; "  and  that  he  must  assume  a  new  char- 
acter, as  the  Saviour  of  those  who  refuse  the  only 
salvation  he  has  yet  procured,  and  who  are  "  neither 
washed,  nor  sanctified,  nor  justified  by  the  Spirit  of 
Grod  ?  "  And  does  it  not  imply  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
must  relinquish  his  offices  as  the  Sanctifier  and  Com- 
forter of  his  people, — or  that  his  functions  and  opera- 
tions are  unnecessary  and  superfluous  ?  for  why  is  he 
revealed  as  the  "  Spirit  that  quickeneth,"  if  there  be 
no  need  of  a  new  birth  ? — why,  as  the  Spirit  of  sanc- 
tification,  if  without  sanctification  you  can  enter  into 
the  kingdom  ? — and  why  as  the  Comforter  of  the 
Church  ?  Can  it  be,  that  he  is  to  comfort  men  while 
they  continue  in  their  natural  state,  and  to  pour  his 
blessed  consolations  into  unsanctified  hearts,  and  to 
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make  them  happy  while  they  remain  unholy  ?  Ail 
this,  and  much  more,  is  implied  in  the  presumptuous 
expectation  that  any  of  us  can  enter  into  the  kingdom 
without  undergoing  a  great  spiritual  change :  it  im- 
plies that  the  scheme  of  redemption  itslblf  must  be 
changed,  and  that,  too,  after  it  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  incarnation,  and  suflFerings,  and  death  of  God's 
own  Son ;  for  that  scheme  proceeds  from  first  to  last 
on  thie  supposition  that  we  are  fallen,  and  that  we 
must  be  renewed,  if  we  would  enter  into  the  kingdom. 
That  a  spiritual  character  is  indispensably  necessary 
in  order  to  our  being  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,  appears/rom  the  actual  constitution  of  our  otan 
nature^  which  is  essentially  a  moral  one,  and  renders 
it  impossible  for  us  to  enjoy  heaven,  even  were  we 
admitted  into  it,  unless  our  character  be  brought  into 
conformity  with  the  will  of  God.  We  have  already 
seen  that  the  general  government  of  God  is  a  moral 
government,  and  that  a  holy  character  must  be  neces- 
sary in  his  kingdom,  so  long  as  God  is  God.  We  now 
add,  for  the  purpose  of  evincing  the  certainty  of  this 
great  truth,  that  the  constitution  of  our  own  nature  is 
essentially  a  moral  constitution,  and  that  a  holy  char* 
acter  must  be  essential  to  our  happiness,  so  long  as  man 
is  man.  The  principles  of  our  own  nature,  the  very 
constitution  of  our  being  must  be  reversed,  before  we 
could  be  happy  in  God*s  kingdom  without  a  holy  and 
spiritual  character.  Let  me  advert  to  some  of  these 
principles  ;  and,  viewing  them  in  connection  with  the 
character  of  God's  kingdom,  you  will  at  once  perceive 
that  we  must  be  holy  if  we  would  be  ha^f  y  there. 
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It  is  a  principle  of  our  nature — a  law  indelibly 
written  on  the  tablets  of  our  hearts,  and  bj  which 
trerj  one  feels  that  he  is  a  law  to  himself — that  our 
dUiracter  must  be  brought  into  conformity  with  our 
conscience,  otherwise  happiness  is  impossible.  Con- 
idence  is  God's  vicegerent  in  the  soul — a  secret  minis- 
ter within — ^which  marks  the  difference  betwixt  good 
and  eyil,  and  approves  of  the  one  but  condemns  the 
other ;  and,  while  it  responds  to  the  unseen  Lawgiver, 
acts  sometimes  as  an  accuser,  preferring  a  charge-— 
sometimes  as  a  judge,  pronouncing  a  verdict — some- 
times as  an  executioner,  carrying  judgment  into  effect ; 
and,  though  it  slumbers  and  sleeps,  it  still  awakens 
widi  greater  strength,  and  is  always  present,  so  that 
we  cannot  flee  from  it,  but  go  where  we  will,  we  must 
carry  it  along  with  us ;  and  as  a  part  of  our  imperish- 
able nature,  it  will  survive  death  itself,  and  appear 
with  us  at  the  judgment-seat,  and  remain  with  us  in 
eternity. — Now,  sin  and  the  conscience  are  opposed  the 
one  to  the  other ;  and  where  both  meet  in  the  same 
bosom,  there  is  a  fearful  conflict — sin  struggling  against 
conscience,  and  seeking  to  stifle  it — conscience  protest- 
ing against  sin,  and  appealing  to  the  justice  of  God. 
This  fearful  conflict  is,  and  must  be,  destructive  of 
happiness.  "  There  is  no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to 
the  wicked ;  for  the  wicked  is  as  a  raging  sea  when 
it  cannot  rest."  One  or  other,  therefore— either  sin 
or  the  sinner  s  conscience — ^must  be  destroyed  before 
his  happiness  can  be  secured.  As  we  cannot  get  rid 
of  conscience,  we  must  get  rid  of  sin :  sin  is  the  dis- 
ease of  oar  moial  nature  ;  conscience  is  a  part  o£  \l& 
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constilulion ;  and  we  must  not  expect  that  God  will 
alter  the  structure  of  our  being,  io  order  to  make  us 
happy  without  lieing  renewed.  Conscience  cannot 
be  destroyed,  but  nn  may ;  and  it  must  be  destroyed 
if  you  would  enter  into  God's  kingdom, 

It  is  a  principle  of  our  nature,  that,  in  order  to 
happiness,  there  must  be  some  correspondence  betwixt 
the  lantes,  Hie  diapo»itioni,t\iehabilao{  a  man,  ani  the 
scene  in  which  he  is  placed — the  society  with  which 
he  mingles,  and  the  jeivtcea  in  which  he  is  employed. 
A  coward  on  the  field  of  battle,  a  profligate  in  the 
house  of  prayer,  a  giddy  worldhng  standing  by  a 
death-hed,  a  drunkard  in  the  company  of  holy  men, 
feel  instinctively  that  they  are  misplaced ;  they  hare 
no  enjoyment  there.  Now,  suppose  the  scene  to  be 
"  the  kingdom  of  God," — a  kingdom  which  is  de- 
scribed as  consisting  in  "  righteousness,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost," — and  that  an  unr^ne- 
rate  man  were  translated  into  God's  immediate  pre- 
sence, and  placed  among  the  society  and  engaged  in 
the  serrices  of  the  upper  sanctuary, — oh !  if  he  were 
not  thoroughly  changed  at  the  instant  when  he  crossed 
its  threshold,  can  you  conceive  it  to  be  possible  that 
he  could  be  happy  there?  Well,  then,  either  our 
characters  must  become  holy,  or  the  whole  style  and 
nature  of  God's  kingdom  must  be  changed.  We 
must  be  raised  to  n  state  of  meetnesa  for  heaven,  or 
heaven  must  be  lowered  and  accommodated  to  our 
carnal  tastes.  The  latter  is  impossible  ;  God's  king- 
dom must  be  holy,  and  if  we  would  enter  into  th« 
kingdom,  we  must  be  holy  too. 
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From  the  consideTatioiis  which  have  heen  adduced, 
—from  the  general  laws  of  Ood's  moral  gOTemment, 
from  his  declared  design  in  the  work  of  redemption, 
and  from  the  actual  constitution  of  our  own  nature, — 
it  must  he  evident,  that  a  spiritual  and  holy  character 
is  indispensahlj  necessary  in  order  to  our  entrance 
into  his  kingdom;   and  this  principle,  thus  firmly 
established,  is  sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  necessity 
of  regeneration,  and  the  impossibility  of  salvation 
without  it,  in  the  case  of  all  who  are  naturally  fallen 
or  infected  with  sin.     If  there  be  any  who  can  justly 
plead  exemption  from  this  necessity,  they  are  such 
and  such  only  as  can  truly  say  that  they  are  naturally 
unfallen  and  spiritual  and  holy,  and  as  such  fit  for 
the  kingdom  of  God.     But  the  Bible  proceeds  on  the 
supposition  that  there  are  none  such  on  earth, — ^that 
"  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 
God ; "  and  I  believe  that  every  conscience  will  do 
the  preacher  8  work,  by  convincing  you  of  this  great 
truth,  provided  only  it  be  duly  instructed  in  the  things 
of  the  kingdom  of  God.     If  the  spiritual  nature  of 
that  kingdom,  and  the  holy  character  of  God,  and  the 
aAvfdl  sanctity  of  his  government,  and  his  real  design 
in  the  work  of  redemption, — if  these  things  be  clearly 
discerned  by  any  man's  conscience,  as  they  stand 
revealed  in  the  light  of  God's  Word,  he  will  intui- 
tively perceive,  and  instinctively  feel,  that  he  must  be 
changed  or  lost — that  he  must  be  bom  anew,  if  he 
would  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 

We  learn,  however,  from  the  case  of  Nicodemus, 
that  the  doctrine  of  regeneration  is  apt  to  excite  aux- 
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prise  and  even  incredulity,  not  only  in  the  ignorant 
and  profligate,  who  make  no  profession  of  religion, 
but  in  many  who  belong  nominally  to  the  Church  of 
God,  who  are  strict  and  scrupulous  in  their  attention 
to  its  forms,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  conscientious  in 
acting  according  to  their  convictions  of  duty.  The 
man  with  whom  our  Lord  held  this  conyersation  was 
a  Pharisee, — he  belonged  to  a  sect  which  is  elsewhere 
declared  to  be  ^'  the  straitest  sect  of  the  law,"  and 
described  as  "  believing  themselves  to  be  righteous, 
and  despising  others," — ^he  was  "  a  ruler  of  the  Jews 
and  a  master  in  Israel,"  and  as  such  recognised  as  fit 
to  teach  and  direct  others  in  matters  of  faith  and 
duty ;  and  he  seems  to  have  been  so  far  impressed  by 
our  Lord  s  ministry,  as  to  be  willing  to  inquire  after 
the  truth ;  for  if  his  coming  to  Jesus  under  the  cloud 
of  night  be  a  proof  that  he  was  still  influenced  in  some 
degree  by  the  fear  of  man,  his  coming  at  all,  and 
especially  his  coming  with  such  a  confession  on  his 
lips — ^^  Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  sent 
from  God ;  for  no  man  can  do  those  miracles  which 
thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him  " — must  be  con- 
sidered, if  his  position  in  society,  his  party  connections, 
and  his  Jewish  prejudices  be  taken  into  account,  as 
a  sufficient  proof  that  he  was  in  some  measure  im- 
pressed and  desirous  of  obtaining  farther  information. 
Yet  even  this  man,  this  conscientious  Pharisee,  this 
master  in  Israel,  this  timid  but  honest  inquirer,  no 
sooner  heard  the  doctrine  of  regeneration,  and  that, 
too,  from  the  lips  of  one  whom  he  acknowledged  as 
a  teacher  sent  irom  God,  than  he  exclaimed,  ^^  How 
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caa  a  man  be  bom  when  he  is  old  ?  " — and  when  it 
was  £uther  explained  to  him,  and  its  absolute  neces- 
aij  declared,  he  still  '^  answered  and  said.  How  can 
these  things  be  ?  "  The  chief  reason  of  his  incredulitj 
donbUess  was,  that  he  had  no  perception  of  the  spi- 
ritoalitj  and  extent  of  God  s  law,  and  no  inward  and 
operimental  conviction  of  his  o^ti  sinfulness-— none 
at  least  that  impressed  him  with  a  sense  of  the  ne- 
cesdty  of  any  great  change  to  qualify  him  for  the 
kingdom  of  God ;  and  the  want  of  any  heartfelt  con- 
yiction  of  its  necessity,  left  his  mind  open  to  the  full 
impression  of  those  little  difficulties  as  to  the  mode  or 
manner  of  its  production,  which  often  occur  to  those 
who  merely  speculate  on  the  subject,  but  which  soon 
Tsnish  and  disappear  when  the  conscience  is  awak- 
ened, and  the  heart  impressed  by  the  great  reality 
itself*  Perceiving  that  his  mind  was  perplexing  itself 
with  these  difficulties,  and  disposed  to  question  the 
truth  merely  because  it  could  not  understand  the 
manner  in  which  so  great  a  change  could  be  wrought, 
our  Lord  first  of  all  suggested  a  beautiful  analogy,  to 
^ow  that  there  were  many  things  whose  reality  could 
not  be  doubted,  although  the  mode  of  their  operation, 
and  many  circumstances  connected  with  them,  could 
not  be  explained.  He  selected  the  wind — the  vital 
jdr  by  which  natural  life  itself  is  sustained,  which, 
although  it  be  invisible,  is  known  to  us  from  its 
effects, — ^he  reminded  him,  that  while  its  operation  as 
an  s^ent  in  nature  was  undoubted,  there  were  many 
circumstances  connected  with  its  operation  which  were 
shrouded  in  impenetrable  mystery ;  and  left  b\m  to 
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infer,  that  if  it  were  so  with  that  wind  which  is  so 
essential  to  the  natural  life  of  man,  it  was  not  unrea- 
sonable to  believe  that  his  spiritual  life  might  be  pro- 
duced and  sustained  by  an  agency  equally  real  and 
efficacious,  although,  like  the  former,  it  was  also  in- 
yisible  and  mysterious :  and  while  he  seeks  in  this 
way  to  remove  the  ground  of  his  increduUty,  which 
was  the  supposed  impossibility  of  such  a  change,  he 
at  the  same  time  brings  before  him,  and  presses  on 
his  consideration,  another  impossibility,  as  real  as  the 
former  one  was  imaginary — ^which  is  the  impossibility 
of  an  unregenerate  man  entering  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.     His  mind  was  occupying  itself  with  speculative 
difficulties  as  to  the  way  in  which  so  great  a  change 
could  be  wrought ;  but  our  Lord  tells  him,  if  there 
be  a  difficulty  on  the  one  hand,  there  is  a  much 
greater  on  the  other,  and  that  it  is  not  so  impossible 
that  a  man  should  be  bom  again,  as  it  is  that,  without 
being  bom  again,  he  should  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,     It  is  in  this  way  that  we  would  still  deal  with 
the  difficulties  and  objections  which  are  founded  on 
the  alleged  mysteriousness  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit  r 
We  would  first  of  all  remind  you,  that  there  are  many 
realities  which  you  know  and  believe  in  spite  of  the 
difficulty  of  explaining  every  circumstance  concerning 
them ;  and  then  we  would  press  the  great  reality  on 
your  attention,  and  show,  that  however  mysterious 
the  nature  and  mode  of  the  new  birth  may  be,  there 
is  no  mystery  and  no  doubt,  either  as  to  the  fact  that 
you  are  fallen^  or  as  to  the  principle  that  a  spiritual 
dbaracter  is  indispensable,  in  order   to   your  being" 
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members  of  God's  spiritual  kingdom ;  and  that,  from 
these  two  considerations  combined,  it  follows,  with 
demonstrable  certainty,  that  ^^  except  a  man  be  bom 
again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 

I  believe  that  in  most  cases  the  difficulty  of  con- 
findng  men  of  the  necessity  of  regeneration,  arises 
oat  of  the  want  of  a  right  scriptural  apprehension  of 
die  fact^  that  they  are  fallen,  and  corrupted,  and 
depraved ;  for  did  they  really  helieve  the  doctrine  of 
human  depravity  in  its  full  extent,  and  in  its  applioa** 
tion  to  their  own  souls — were  they  experimentally 
convinced  of  the  guilt  and  demerit  of  sin,  and  of  their 
own  sinfubiess  and  danger  in  the  sight  of  God,  their 
own  consciences  would  intuitively  discern  their  need 
of  some  great  change  in  order  to  their  entering  into 
his  kingdom.  A  solid  work  of  conviction  would,  in 
such  cases,  be  the  most  effectual  argument  for  the 
necessity  of  regeneration.  But  perhaps  this  convic- 
tion may  be  wrought  in  their  consciences,  by  simply 
unfolding  and  applying  the  principle  which  our  Lord 
assumes, — viz.,  that  a  man  must  be  spiritual  if  he 
would  be  a  member  of  God's  kingdom ;  for  this  prin- 
ciple is  evident  from  the  very  nature  of  that  kingdom, 
and  every  mind  which  is  rightly  instructed  in  regard 
to  it,  and  which  is  duly  impressed  with  its  spiritual 
character,  its  unalterable  laws,  and  its  essential  and 
pervading  sanctity,  must  intuitively  discern  its  own 
unfitness  to  enjoy  it,  by  the  evidence  of  its  own  con- 
sciousness and  in  the  light  of  its  own  experience. 
For  just  as  one  vivid  view  of  God  in  his  true  char- 
acter wa3  enough  to  draw  from  the  lips  of  Job  ttba^ 
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humble  confession — "I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the 
hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee, 
wherefore  I  abhor  myself  and  repent  in  dust  and 
ashes ;"  and  just  as  a  view  of  the  glory  of  Christ  had 
a  similar  effect  on  the  apostle  when  "  he  fell  at  his 
feet  as  dead  ;**  so  may  we  expect  that  a  correct  appre- 
hension of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  of  its  awful  and 
unchangeable  sanctity,  will  be  accompanied  with  a 
profound  sense  of  our  own  unworthiness,  and  a  con- 
viction that  we  must"  undergo  some  great  change^ 
before  we  can  be  qualified  to  enjoy,  or  permitted  to 
enter  it. 

Let  me  beseech  you  individually  to  weigh  well  this 
solemn  statement  of  the  Lord,  and  to  consider  it  in 
its  application  to  your  own  souls.  You  cannot  fail 
to  see  that  he  speaks  of  a  very  great  change,  since  he 
compares  it  to  your  "  being  bom  again  " — of  a  very 
necessAry  change,  since  without  it  you  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God ;  and  when  you  hear  such  a  state- 
ment from  the  lips  of  one  who  is  himself  the  only 
Saviour  of  sinners,  and  who  will,  ere  long,  appear  as 
the  Judge  of  all,  you  cannot  fail  to  be  convinced  that 
it  is  alike  your  duty  and  your  interest  to  apply  it  to 
your  own  case,  and  to  improve  it  for  your  own  salva- 
tion. I  am  aware  that  some,  when  they  read  of  the 
new  birth  of  the  soul,  contrive  to  evade  the  truth 
which  Christ  declares,  by  saying  that  his  words  are 
figurative.  On  this  principle  they  explain  away  a 
great  part  of  the  Word  of  God.  With  them  every  thing 
is  figurative :  we  have  a  figurative  fall,  a  figurative 
curse^  a  Bguratiye  atonement^  a  figurative  Saviour,  a 
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figurative  regeneration,  a  figuratiye  heaven,  a  figura- 
tive hell,  in  fact,  a  figurative  Gospel.  But  grant  that 
figurative  language  is  employed  on  this  as  on  many 
other  subjects — grant  that  metaphors  are  used  to  give 
us  a  lively  apprehension  of  its  nature ;  I  ^yjigura" 
tive  language  has  a  meanings  nay,  it  is  employed 
on  purpose  to  enhance  the  meaning  of  plainer  words. 
What,  then,  is  the  meaning  of  this  figure — what  is  the 
reality/  which  this  metaphor  describes  ?  Does  it  not 
mean  some  change — some^ea^  change — some  great 
change  of  mind  and  heart — a  change  that  has  some 
resemblances  to  a  birth^  a  resurrection^  a  creation  f 
Why  were  these^^^r^j  employed,  but  to  declare  the 
magnittide  of  that  change,  whose  necessity  is  affirmed 
with  a  decision  and  a  peremptory  plainness  which 
leaves  no  room  for  doubt. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


GENERAL  VIEW  OP  THE  AGENCY  OF  THE  SPIRIT. 

The  first  thought  that  will  occur  to  eyery  reflecting 
mind,  in  perusing  our  Lord's  address  to  his  disciples^ 
immediately  before  his  departure,  is,  that  the  work  of 
the  Spirit  w,  in  its  own  place^  as  needful  and  a*  im- 
portant as  the  work  of  Christ  himself  We  are  too 
apt,  in  modem  times,  to  overlook  the  necessity,  or  to 
underrate  the  value  of  the  Spirit's  grace ;  we  talk 
much  of  the  Saviour,  but  little  of  the  Sanctifier ;  yet 
a  consideration  of  the  words  which  Christ  address- 
ed to  his  disciples  in  the  immediate  prospect  of  his 
leaving  them,  should  teach  us  that  the  agency  of  the 
Spirit  is  so  essential  and  so  important,  that  his  advent 
would  more  than  compensate  for  the  departure  of  the 
Saviour.  "  It  is  expedient  for  you,"  says  our  Lord, 
"  that  I  go  away  ;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Spirit  will 
not  come  unto  you ;  but  if  I  go,  I  will  send  him  imto 
you."  (John  xvi.  7.)  When  the  disciples  heard  their 
Lord  utter  the  first  clause  of  this  verse,  "  It  is  expe- 
dientfor  you  that  I  go  away,"  with  what  wonder  must 
they  have  listened,  and  how  anxiously  must  they  have 
waited  to  bear  the  reason  that  could  be  given  for  so 
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iftartliiig  an  intiinatioii !  Had  they  been  left  to  their 
own  reflections,  and  had  they  consulted  together  as  to 
what  woold  have  been  the  severest  trial  thej  could  be 
called  to  sustain — ^the  heaviest  blow  which  could  be 
inflicted  on  their  cause — the  most  dangerous  and  disas- 
trous event  which  it  was  possible  for  them  to  conceive, 
would  they  not  with  one  consent  have  agreed  in  de- 
claring that  it  would  be  the  departure  of  their  blessed 
Lord  ?  When  it  was  announced  to  them,  Jesus  himself 
saw  the  withering  effect  which  it  produced  on  their 
minds,  and  he  refers  to  it  when  he  says,  ^'  Because  I 
have  said  these  things  unto  you,  sorrow  hath  filled 
your  hearts."  And  no  wonder  that  they  were  thus 
dejected  in  the  prospect  of  losing  the  personal  presence 
of  Him  who  was  their  kindest  friend,  their  unwearied 
benefactor,  their  patient  teacher, — whose  wisdom  was 
their  guide,  his  power  their  defence,  his  sympathy 
their  consolation,  his  approval  their  reward,  and  his 
salvation  their  highest  hope.  They  were  attached  to 
him  as  a  personal  friend,  by  the  strongest  ties  of  grati- 
tude, and  admiration,  and  love ;  they  had  long  asso- 
ciated with  him  on  terms  of  most  endearing  intimacy ; 
they  had  often  looked  with  delight  on  his  benignant 
countenance,  "  full  of  grace  and  truth  ;"  they  had  lis- 
tened to  his  public  preaching  and  his  private  conversa- 
tion, when  "  he  spake  as  never  man  spake  ;"  they  had 
witnessed  his  miracles  of  mercv,  and  his  life  of  un- 
wearied  beneficence,  "  when  he  went  about  continually 
doing  good;**  and  they  had  themselves  received  at 
his  hands  every  benefit  which  Divine  love,  combined 
with  the  most  perfect  human  Icindness,  could  be%U)Yr . 
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And  can  we  deem  it  wonderful,  if  the  thought  of  part- 
ing with  such  a  friend,  whose  appearance,  and  voice, 
and  person  were  entwined  with  their  fondest  affections, 
filled  their  hearts  with  unwonted  sadness  ?  But  they 
looked  to  Him  in  a  far  higher  character ;  they  con- 
sidered him  not  merely  as  their  personal  friend  and 
hene&ctor,  hut  as  the  Messiah  that  had  heen  promised 
to  the  Fathers — the  hope  and  consolation  of  Israel — 
the  Saviour  of  the  world;  they  knew  that  he  had 
come  on  a  great  puhlic  mission,  to  introduce  a  new 
order  of  things,  and  to  found  a  kingdom  which  should 
never  be  moved ;  and  although  their  views  of  the 
nature  and  design  of  that  kingdom  were,  as  yet,  in 
many  respects  defective  or  even  erroneous,  they  knew 
enough  to  convince  them  that  it  was  a  great,  an  ardu- 
ous, and  a  difficult  enterprise,  which  Christ  came  to 
accomplish, — that  they  were  destined  to  be  his  agents 
in  carrying  it  on,  and  that  in  this  capacity  they  must 
be  exposed  to  much  obloquy  and  opposition,  and  even 
to  persecution  and  death  itself, — ^for  with  that  ftdth- 
frilness  which  characterised  all  his  intercourse  with 
them,  he  had  himself  told  them,  "  The  time  comelih, 
that  whosoever  killeth  you  will  think  that  he  doeth 
God  service."  Still  these  prospects,  appalling  as  they 
were,  might  have  been  braved,  and  these  difficulties 
surmoimted,  and  these  trials  endured,  by  the  little 
band  of  his  devoted  followers,  had  they  still  been 
called,  as  heretofore,  to  follow  Christ's  person,  and  to 
share  with  him  a  common  danger, — they  might  have 
persevered  with  courage  and  hope,  looking  to  His 
wisdom  to  direct^  and  his  miraculous  power  to  defend 
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them ;  but. now,  at  this  very  point,  when  the  object 
of  his  mission  seemed  to  be  unaccomplished,  and 
when  the  cloud  was  thickening  around  them,  and 
danger  lowered  over  their  path,  they  were  to  be  de- 
ptiyed  of  their  Counsellor,  and  Protector,  and  Friend. 
He  was  about  to  leave  them  and  the  world  in  which 
thej  dwelt,  and  to  return  to  his  Father  in  heaven ; 
and  therefore,  fearing  that  they  should  be  *'*'  as  sheep 
without  a  shepherd  in  the  midst  of  wolves," — "  sorrow 
filled  dieir  hearts."  With  what  feelings  of  surprise, 
then,  must  they  have  heard  their  Lord  say,  ^^  //  tt 
expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away  "  f  with  what  eager 
curiosity  must  they  have  expected  an  explanation  of 
the  reason  which  should  reconcile  them  to  so  great,  and 
in  their  estimation,  so  irreparable  a  loss  ?  and  when 
he  gave  the  reason — when  he  said,  "  It  is  expedient 
for  you  that  I  go  away;^r  if  I  go  not  aivay^  the 
Spirit  will  not  come  unto  you  ;  but  if  I  go^  I  will 
send  him  unto  you^*  must  they  not  have  been  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  the  office  and  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  were,  in  their  Lord's  estimation,  as 
needful  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  his 
kingdom  on  earth,  as  his  own  office  and  work  had 
been  ?  and  ought  we  not  also  to  feel  that  we  grievously 
err  from  Christ's  teaching,  if  we  overlook  the  neces- 
sity, or  undervalue  the  operations  of  that  Divine 
agent,  whose  advent  Christ  himself  declared  to  be  an 
ample  compensation,  and  more  than  a  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  his  visible  presence  with  the  Church  ? 
For  what  higher  testimony  could  be  given  to  the 
necessity  anJ  value  of  the  Spirit's  agency,  than  w\i2Li 
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is  implied  in  the  words  of  Christ,  "  It  is  expedient  for 
you  that  I  go  away ;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Spirit 
will  not  come  unto  you ;  hut  if  I  go,  I  will  send  him 
unto  you"  ? 

We  learn  from  the  same  words,  that  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit  Yfdi'a  purposely  reserved  till  after  the  exaltation 
of  Christy  and  was  then  to  be  dispensed  by  him,  as 
the  fruit  of  his  purchase,  the  gift  of  his  grace,  and 
the  proof  and  manifestation  of  his  reward.  We  are 
not  to  suppose,  indeed,  that  when  our  Lord  said,  "  If 
I  go  not  away,  the  Spirit  will  not  come  to  you,"  he 
meant  to  intimate,  that  the  Church  had  heretofore 
heen  altogether  destitute  of  the  Spirit's  grace,  or  that 
the  disciples  to  whom  he  spoke  had  not  yet  expe- 
rienced the  benefits  of  his  ordinary  influence.  We 
know  that  long  before — not  merely  before  the  de- 
parture, but  before  the  very  'advent  of  Christ — ^the 
Spirit's  grace  had  been  vouchsafed  under  the  Old 
Testament  dispensation ;  and  that  every  believer  from 
the  beginning  had  been  enlightened,  and  sanctified, 
and  comforted  by  his'  spiritual  power.  David  fre- 
quently refers  to  the  Spirit  as  the  author  of  light,  and 
instruction,  and  comfort  to  his  own  soul :  "  Cast  me 
not  away  from  thy  presence ;  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit 
from  me.  Restore  unto  me  the  joys  of  thy  salvation ; 
and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spirit."  To  the  Jewish 
Church  at  large,  the  Eternal  Wisdom  of  God  had 
said,  "  Turn  you  at  my  reproof;  behold,  I  will  pour 
out  my  Spirit  upon  you,  I  will  make  known  my  words 
unto  you."  And  in  regard  to  the  apostles,  Christ  him- 
eelfhad  said  to  Peter,  "  Blessed  art  thou^  Simon  Bar- 
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jona ;  for  flesh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  this  onto 
thee,  but  m  j  Father  which  is  in  heayen."  And  again, 
^  Ye  know  him ;  for  he  dwellcth  with  you,  and  shall 
be  in  you."  But  when  he  says,  "  If  I  go  not  away, 
the  l^irit  will  not  come  unto  you,"  he  refers  to  some 
remarkable  manifestation  of  the  Spirit's  grace  and 
power,  and  represents  it  as  being  purposely  deferred 
till  afler  his  departure.  As  the  advent  of  Christ  was 
the  great  promise  of  the  Old  Testament,  so  the  advent 
of  the  Spirit  is  the  great  promise  of  the  New ;  and 
just  as  Christ  had  executed  his  offices  a»  prophet, 
priest,  and  king,  before  his  manifestation  in  the  flesh, 
but  had  a  signal  coming  in  the  fulness  of  times,  lo 
the  Spirit,  although  given  before,  ^  must  have  a  com* 
iog  in  state,  in  a  solemn  and  visible  manner,  accom- 
panied with  sensible  effects,"  as  in  the  appearance  of 
a  dove,  and  in  the  resemblance  of  cloven  tonirues.* 

This  remarkable  effusion  of  the  Spirit  had  been  pre- 
dicted before  in  ancient  prophec}- ;  and  we  read  both 
the  prediction  and  its  fulfilment  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  (ch.  ii.)  :  "  When  the  day  of  Pentecost  was 
fiiUy  come,  they  were  all  with  one  accord  in  one  place. 
And  suddenly  there  came  a  sound  from  heaven,  as  of  a 
rushing  mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the  house  where 
they  were  sitting.  And  there  appeared  unto  them 
cloven  tongues,  like  as  of  fire,  and  it  sat  upon  each  of 
them.  And  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  began  to  speak  with  other  tongues,  as  the  Spirit 
•gave  them  utterance."  And  Peter  standing  up,  said 
"  This  is  that  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet  Joel ; 

*  Dr  TlMniuw  Goodwja  on  ibe  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  Worktt  vol. 
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And  it  shall  come  to  pass  iu  the  last  ^ajs  (saith 
God),  I  will  pour  out  of  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh ;  and 
your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy/'  That 
this  is  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  to  which  our 
Lord  referred  in  his  conversation  with  his  disciples,  ap- 
pears from  the  references  which  he  made  to  it  on  other 
occasions.  After  his  resurrection,  and  immediately 
before  his  ascension  to  glory,  he  said  to  the  apostles, 
"  Behold,  I  send  the  promise  of  my  Father  upon  you : 
but  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  en- 
dued with  power  from  on  high."  "  And,  being  assem- 
bled together  with  them,  he  commanded  them  that 
they  should  not  depart  from  Jerusalem,  but  wait  for 
the  promise  of  the  Father,  which,  saith  he,  ye  hare 
heard  of  me.  For  John  truly  baptized  with  water ; 
but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost  not 
many  days  hence."  And  "  ye  shall  receive  power  after 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you ;  and  ye  shall 
be  witnesses  unto  me."  (Luke  xxiv.  49  ;  Acts  i.  4,  8.) 
From  these  passages  we  learn  that  there  was  to  be  a 
remarkable  efiusion  of  the  Spirit  after  our  Lord's  de- 
parture, and  that  it  was  purposely  deferred,  and  reserv- 
ed as  a  proof  and  token  of  his  exaltation  to  the  right 
hand  of  God.  It  is  expressly  said,  "  The  Holy  Ghost 
was  not  yet  given,  because  that  Jesus  was  not  yet 
glorified"  (John  vii.  39), — so  that,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  this  manifestation  was  purposely  deferred  tiU 
Christ's  humiliation  should  have  closed,  and  his  ex- 
altation commenced.  And  I  think  it  is  very  clearlji 
intimated,  that  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  was  reserved  as 
ihe  crowning  evidence — as  the  appropriate  and  pecu- 
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liar  proof  of  the  completion  of  his  work,  of  its  accep- 
tance on  the  part  of  God,  of  its  efficacj  on  behalf  of  his 
people,  of  his  haying  earned  and  obtained  the  reward 
which  had  been  promised,  and  of  his  being  invested 
with  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth  to  cany  into  full 
eflfect  his  great  design  as  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 
Every  other  fact  in  his  history,  every  other  step  in  his 
progress,  had  its  appropriate  proof.  His  incarnation 
was  celebrated  by  angels — his  baptism  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  voice  from  heaven — his  miracles  were 
witnessed  by  thousands — his  death,  his  burial,  his  re- 
surrection, were  attested  by  eye-witnesses.  When  he 
arose  and  appeared  among  his  disciples,  they  saw  and 
spake  with  him.  And  after  a  season  he  led  them  forth 
to  Bethany.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  he  blessed 
them,  he  was  parted  from  them."  They  beheld  him 
while  he  was  taken  up ;  but  "  a  cloud  received  him 
out  of  their  sight."  No  human  eye  could  penetrate 
that  cloud — they  could  not  follow  him,  as  he  en- 
tered heaven,  and  took  his  seat  at  God's  right  hand. 
But  before  he  ascended  he  had  mentioned  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit  as  the  appointed  sign  and  proof  of  his  ex- 
altation— a  token  of  his  power  when  he  should  appear 
in  heaven.  And,  oh  !  surely  it  was  fitting  that  some 
such  peculiar  evidence  should  be  furnished  of  a  fact 
which  no  human  witness  could  attest,  but  on  which 
depends  the  certainty  of  our  salvation !  For  Christ's 
exaltation  is  the  proof  of  the  completeness  of  his  work, 
of  the  acceptance  of  it  by  his  Father,  and  of  the  hopes 
of  all  his  people.  And  if  his  exaltation  was  to  be 
evinced  and  certiied  by  the  gift  of  the  Holy  GTaost, 
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— ^if  this  was  the  appointed  and  presignified  proof  of 
that  glorious  truth,  then  it  is  to  he  regarded  as  the 
jfruit  and  token  of  the  Redeemer's  triumph,  and  as  a 
pledge  that  every  other  blessing  which  he  died  to  pur- 
chase has  been  won,  and  will  be  given  to  all  who 
believe  in  his  name.  When  we  consider  the  subject 
in  this  light,  we  may  discern  the  divine  wisdom  of 
that  arrangement  to  which  our  Lord  referred,  when 
he  said,  "  If  I  go  not  away,  the  Spirit  will  not  come 
to  you ;  but  if  I  go,  I  will  send  him  unto  you ; "  and 
see  how,  when  the  Spirit  actually  descended,  accord- 
ing to  his  promise,  the  apostles  must  have  regarded 
it  as  a  proof  that  Christ  was  exalted ;  and  if  exalted, 
then  his  mission  was  divine,  his  redemption  complete, 
his  righteousness  accepted,  his  reward  bestowed,  his 
mediatorial  authority  established ; — so  that,  when 
Christ  ascended,  and  the  Spirit  descended,  they  might 
exultingly  exclaim,  "  Thou  hast  ascended  up  on  high ; 
thou  hast  led  captivity  captive;  thou  hast  received 
gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious ; "  and,  turning 
to  the  unbelieving  Jews,  they  could  say,  "  This  Jesus 
hath  God  raised  up,  whereof  we  all  are  witnesses. 
Therefore  being  by  the  right  hand  of  God  exalted, 
and  having  received  of  the  Father  the  promise  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  he  hath  shed  forth  this,  which  ye  now  see 
and  hear.  Therefore  let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know 
assuredly,  that  God  hath  made  that  same  Jesus,  whom 
ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ." 

In  the  conversation  which  he  held  with  his  dis- 
ciples, our  Lord  gives  a  comprehensive  account  of 
/Ae  nature  and  design  of  the  Spirit's  work. 
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It  is  represented  as  being  designed  for  two  rerj 
distinct  ends,  and  for  two  widely  different  classes  of 
men.  It  is  designed  for  the  conviction  of  the  worlds 
and  for  the  confirmation  and  comfort  of  the  Church. 
The  world  is  spoken  of,  and  also  a  peculiar  people, 
who  have  been  separated  from  the  world :  *'*'  He  will 
reprove  or  convict  the  world ;"  but  he  "  will  guide 
yon  into  all  truth."  Unbelievers  will  be  convicted 
by  his  coming,  but  believers  will  be  confirmed  and 
edified :  *'*'  He  shall  glorify  me,  for  he  shall  receive 
of  mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you."  So  that  the 
gift  of  the  Spirit  is  designed  to  have  an  important 
influence  both  on  the  world  and  the  Church. 

In  reference  to  both  classes — Christ,  in  his  person, 
and  offices,  and  work,  as  the  Redeemer,  is  the  one 
great  subject  which  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  is  designed 
to  illustrate, — in  other  words,  the  Spirit  is  Christ's 
WITNESS  on  earth,  affording  such  evidence  of  his  di- 
vine mission  and  mediatorial  authority  as  is  sufficient 
to  convict,  if  it  serve  not  to  convince,  unbelievers ; 
and  glorifying  Christ,  by  unfolding  to  his  disciples, 
and  enabling  them  to  discern,  such  views  of  his  glory 
as  serve  to  confirm  them  in  the  faith,  and  to  attach 
them  more  closely  to  his  service  and  cause. 

Let  us  briefly  consider  the  work  of  the  Spirit  in 
reference  to  each  of  these  two  cljisses  of  men — be- 
lievers and  unbelievers,  or  the  world  and  the  Church. 
Of  the  former  it  is  said,  "  And  when  he  is  come, 
he  will  reprove  the  world  of  sii^  and  of  righteousness, 
and  of  judgment :  of  sin,  because  they  believe  not 
on  me ;  of  Tighteousness^  because  I  go  to  my  ¥atliei^ 
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and  ye  see  me  no  more ;  of  judgment,  because  the 
prince  of  this  world  is  judged."  (John  xvi.  8-11.) 

The  word  which  is  here  translated  reprove^  has 
no  exact  synon.yme  in  our  language,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  find  a  term  which,  like  that  in  the  original,  is 
equally  applicable  to  each  of  the  three  subjects  to 
which  it  is  here  applied.  The  word  reprove  applies 
well  enough  to  sin,  but  not  so  well  to  righteousness 
and  judgment;  while  the  word  convince^  which  is 
used  in  the  margin,  is  ordinarily  employed  to  denote 
more  than  is  here  ascribed  to  the  work  of  the  Spirit, 
as  it  implies  an  actual  eflfect  in  the  way  of  satisfying 
the  judgment  and  securing  the  assent;  whereas  the 
original  word  does  not  necessarily  import  any  such 
eflfect.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  expression.  It  signifies  to  prove  upon  or  against 
— to  convict  hy  proof;  or,  in  other  words,  to  present 
such  evidence  as  will  be  suflSicient  to  condemn,  if  it 
fail  to  convince.  And  that  we  may  imderstand  how 
the  Spirit  may  be  said  to  convict  the  world  of  or  con- 
cerning sin,  and  righteousness,  and  judgment,  we 
should  consider  separately  the  subject^  the  doctrine^ 
and  the  proofs  as  they  are  severally  intimated  in  our 
Lord's  words. 

The  subject  on  which  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  is  de- 
signed and  fitted  to  shed  a  clear  and  convincing  light, 
is — the  character  and  ofl&ces  of  Christ:  "  He  was 
despised  and  rejected  of  men ; "  and  many  among  the 
Jews  disbelieved  his  qjaims  when  he  professed  to  be 
the  Messiah  that  had  been  promised  to  their  fathers, 
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and  accounted  him  as  ^  a  deceiver  of  the  people.** 
Now,  on  this  subject,  the  Spirit,  when  he  descended, 
was  to  teach  three  great  lessons :  He  was  to  convict 
the  world  ofsin^  because  they  believed  not  on  Christ, 
— hj  demonstrating,  that  he  whom  they  rejected  as  a 
deceiver,  was  indeed  what  he  professed  to  be,  and  by 
giving  such  a  proof  of  his  divine  mission  as  should 
involve  them  in  aggravated  guilt,  should  they  continue 
to  resist,  or  deny,  or  question  his  claims.  He  was  to 
convict  the  world  concerning  righteousness, -^^hj 
which  I  understand  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  de- 
claring him  to  be  a  righteous  person,  whom  the  Jews 
had  condemned  as  a  malefactor,  and  not  only  righteous 
in  his  own  private  character,  but  in  his  official  relation 
as  the  Redeemer  of  his  people, — "  the  very  end  of  the 
law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth." 
And  he  was  to  convict  the  world  of  judgment, — of 
judgment  in  general,  as  evinced  by  the  whole  work  of 
redemption,  but  more  particularly  of  the  judgment 
that  had  been  executed  on  Satan,  the  head  of  the 
great  apostasy,  when  he  who  was  the  "  seed  of  tlie 
woman  bruised  the  serpent's  head,"  and  when  he 
who  ascended  up  on  high  "  led  captivity  captive," 
and  "  spoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  made  a 
show  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  his 
cross." 

These  three  lessons  or  doctrines  have  reference  to 
one  and  the  same  great  subject — which  is  Christ  him- 
self;  and  they  are  all  taught  by  one  and  the  same 
Spirit,  and  evinced  by  the  same  kind  of  proof.  The 
proof  in  each  instance  is  furnished  hy  the  Spirit^ — ani 
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by  his  mere  descent,  as  well  as  by  tbe  revellttioits 
which  he  made.  The  mere  fact  of  the  Spirit's  adyent 
after  our  Lord's  ascension,  was,  in  the  circumstances, 
sufficient  of  itself,  and  apart  from  any  new  communi- 
cation of  truth,  to  prove  against  the  world  each  of  the 
doctrines  or  lessons  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 
It  was  sufficient  to  convict  the  world  of  the  sin  of  un- 
belief, since  it  proved  that  Christ,  whom  they  rejected, 
was  the  Anointed  of  God ;  to  convict  the  world  of 
his  perfect  righteousness,  since  it  proved  that  Christ, 
whom  they  condemned,  was  accepted  as  righteous  with 
God ;  and  to  convict  the  world  of  judgment,  since  it 
proved  that  Christ,  whom  they  had  unjustly  doomed 
to  die,  had  been  constituted  Judge  of  all,  and  had 
executed  judgment  on  the  prince  of  the  world  himself. 
So  that  the  mere  fact  of  the  Spirit's  descent  after 
Christ's  ascension,  when  viewed  in  connection  with  his 
prediction  and  promise,  was  of  itself  a  demonstrative 
proof  of  his  character  and  office  as  the  Lord's  Anointed, 
and  as  such,  sufficient  to  convict,  if  it  did  not  convince, 
— to  condemn,  if  it  did  not  convert,  those  who  believed 
not  in  his  name. 

It  may  appear,  at  first  sight,  to  be  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  connect  the  proof  with  the  doctrine,  or  to  see 
the  bearing  of  the  one  on  the  other,  as  they  are  here 
stated ;  but  a  little  reflection  will  serve  to  convince  you 
that  in  reality  no  demonstration  could  be  more  cogent 
or  more  conclusive,  than  what  is  affi)rded  by  the  gift 
of  the  Spirit  in  favour  of  the  mediatorial  character 
and  offices  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christl  For,  let  us  onlj 
realize  the  fact  as  it  is  set  forth  in  the  New  Testa* 
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ment;  let  us  bear  in  mind,  that  before  tearing  hit 
disciples,  the  Lord  Jesus  had  intimated  to  thdn,  that 
after  his  ascension  to  glory,  and  as  a  fruit  and  effect 
of  his  exaltation,  he  would  send  down  upon  them  the 
Hoij  Spirit,  and  they  should  be  endued  with  power 
from  OSL  high  :  and  recollecting  this  prediction  or  pro- 
mise, let  us  place  ourselyes  in  their  situation,  and  en- 
deayour  to  conceive  what  must  have  been  their  con- 
victions and  feelings  when  that  promise  was  fulfilled : 
—oh  !  when  they  heard  the  sound  of  the  mighty  rush- 
ing wind,  and  when  they  saw  the  cloven  tongues,  like 
as  of  fire,  resting  on  every  forehead ;  and  when  they 
fdt  themselves  inwardly  moved  by  a  new  power ;  and 
when  they  began  to  speak  with  other  tongues,  as  the 
Spirit  gare  them  utterance, — who  can  doubt  that,  in 
that  solemn  hour,  it  would  be  the  first  recollection  of 
every  disciple,  that  the  Lord  had  spoken  of  this,  and  the 
innermost  conviction  of  every  mind,  that  Jesus  was 
indeed  exalted, — that  Jesus  was  indeed  the  righteous 
one, — that  Jesus  was  indeed  both  Lord  and  Christ ! 
And  what  must  have  been  the  effect  of  this  manifes- 
tation on  the  minds  of  unbelievers  themselves,  we  may 
conceive  from  the  sacred  narrative,  where  it  is  not 
only  said,  that  ''  they  were  all  amazed  and  marvelled, 
saying,  are  not  all  these  which  speak  Galileans  ?  and 
how  hear  we  every  man  in  our  own  tongue,  wherein 
we  were  bom  ?"  but  also,  that  when  Peter  explained  to 
them  the  prophecy  which  predicted  such  an  effusion 
of  the  Spirit,  and  connected  it  with  the  ascension  and 
exaltation  of  that  same  Jesus  whom  they  had  cruci- 
fied, they  felt  instinctirelf  the  force  of  those  "vexy 
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considerations  which  our  Lord  states ;  they  felt  at 
once,  that  this  miraculous  manifestation  of  the  Spirit 
was  a  sufficient  proof  that  Christ  was  exalted,  and 
if  exalted,  then  righteous ;  and  if  he  was  righteous, 
then  they  were  sinful  in  disbelieving  and  rejecting 
him, — and  accordingly  "  they  were  pricked  in  their 
hearts,  and  exclaimed.  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall 
we  do  ? "  Christ's  exaltation,  of  which  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit  was  the  predicted  proof,  is  sufficient,  when  it 
is  duly  realized,  to  carry  home  the  conviction  "  of  sin, 
and  righteousness,  and  judgment  ;*'  for  it  was  just  a 
vivid  view  of  Christ  in  his  exaltation  that  disarmed 
Saul  the  persecutor,  and  changed  him  into  a  zealous 
preacher  of  the  Cross.  These  examples  may  suffice  to 
show  that  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  is  fitted  to  convict  the 
world  by  the  proof  which  it  affi)rds  of  Christ's  exal- 
tation and  of  his  mediatorial  power ;  to  convict  the 
world  of  ^*  their  sin,  because  they  beUeve  not  on  him ; 
of  his  righteousness,  because  he  has  gone  to  the  Father ; 
and  of  judgment,  because  the  prince  of  this  world  is 
judged/' 

In  reference,  again,  to  God's  people,  or  the  Church 
which  he  has  gathered  out  of  the  world,  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit  was  designed  for  their  instruction,  and  edi- 
fication, and  comfort.  Christ  said  to  his  disciples,  ^'  I 
have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye  can- 
not bear  them  now.  Howbeit  when  he,  the  Spirit 
of  truth,  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth." 
"  He  shall  glorify  me ;  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine, 
and  shall  show  it  unto  you." 

The  apostles  were  to  be  qualified  by  the  gifts  of 
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the  Spirit  for  exercising  the  office  with  which  the 
Lord  had  inrested  them, — ^for  preaching  the  Gospel 
among  all  nations,  and  for  patting  on  record,  for  the 
instruction  of  the  Church  in  all  ages,  the  precious 
truths  of  God.  They  received  the  gift  of  tongues  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  which  enabled  them  to  address 
every  man  in  the  language  in  which  he  was  bom ; 
and  Christ's  promise  bore,  that  along  with  the  gift  of 
tongues,  they  should  obtain  such  assistance  as  was 
needful  for  recalling  the  truth  to  their  recollection, 
and  completing  the  scheme  of  revelation.  The  New 
Testament  consists  partly  of  a  narrative^  and  the 
Spirit  was  promised  in  these  terms, — ^'  He  shall  bring 
all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have 
said  unto  you ;"  it  is  partly  doctrincd^  and  the  Spirit 
was  promised  in  these  terms, — '*  Pie  shall  teach  you  all 
things,  he  shall  guide  you  into  all  truth ;"  it  is  partly 
prophetical^  and  the  Spirit  was  promised  in  these 
terms, — "  And  he  will  show  you  things  to  come.*'  The 
apostles  completed  the  Gospel,  and  thus  fulfilled  the 
Lord's  intimation — "  I  have  yet  many  things  to  say 
unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now.  Ilowbeife 
when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  he  will  guide 
you  into  all  truth." 

But  not  the  apostles  only — all  the  private  members 
of  the  Church,  and  all  believers,  without  exception, 
were  interested  in  the  gift  of  the  Spirit.  They  were 
not  all  inspired,  nor  were  they  all  endued  with  mira- 
culous gifts ;  but  they  were  all  partakers  of  his  renew^ 
ing  and  sanctifying  grace.  And  to  this  inward  and 
spiritual  work  on  the  soul,  our  Lord  refers  as  one  o^ 


the  fraits  of  the  Spirit  which  they  shooW  recHTe. 
Accordingly  we  read,  that  on  the  day  of  Penteoort 

■e  was  not  only  an  effusion  of  miraculous  gifts,  but 
also  a  copious  effusion  of  converting  and  saving  grace : 
three  thousand  souls  were  at  once  translated  out  of 
darkness  into  marvellous  light.  We  are  too  apt,  in 
reading  the  account  of  this  marvellous  event,  to  con- 
cur attention  to  the  miraculous  gifts  which  y/en 
then  conferred,  and  to  think  more  of  the  inspiration 
by  which  the  apostles  were  enabled  to  speak  witb 
tongues,  than  of  the  renewing,  converting,  and  sancti- 
fying grace  which  accompanied  their  preaching,  and 
which  turned  so  many  from  darkness  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satiin  unto  God.  The  former 
manifestation  was  more  striking  to  the  eye  of  sense; 
but  the  latter  is  in  itself  unspeakably  more  important 
The  one  was  a  means,  an  evidence,  a  sign  ;  the  other 
was  the  efficient  cause  of  every  conversion  ;  and  this 
latter  is  the  ordinary,  permanent,  and  everlasting  work 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

If  it  be  asked  how  far  we  are  still  concerned  in  the 
intimation  which  our  Lord  made  to  his  apostles  of  the 
advent  and  work  of  the  Spirit  after  he  should  leaTfl 
them, — I  answer,  that  from  various  other  passages  t^ 
Scripture,  we  learn  that  we  are  now  placed  unda  a 
dispensation  which  is  called  emphatically  "  the  minia- 
tration  of  the  Spirit,"  and  under  which  his  people  in 
all  nations  and  ages  are  left  to  the  Spirit's  teaching  in 
the  absence  of  their  risen  Lord.  This  is  the  Inst,  the 
complete,  the  crowning  dispensation  of  the  scheme  of 
I  <■  true  that  there  ure  now  no  miraculous 
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gifts  of  the  Spirit ;  but  the  Spirit  is  still  ChristTs  wU- 
nets  in  the  world,  and  Christ's  agent  in  the  Chnieh. 
He  has  giren  such  a  testimony  as  is  sufficient,  eyen  in 
these  modem  times,  to  convict  the  world  of  sin,  and 
righteousness,  and  judgment ;  and  he  still  acts  as  the 
Teacher,  the  Quickener,  the  Sanctifier,  and  the  Ck>m- 
forter  of  the  Church,  ^'  guiding  his  people  into  all 
tnith,*  and  glorifying  Christ,  by  receiving  of  his,  and 
'^  showing  it  unto  them." 

In  considering  the  character  of  the  Gospel  dispen- 
ntion,  it  is  of  paramount  importance  to  mark  the 
distinction  which  is  drawn  in  Scripture  betwixt  the 
external  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  on  the  one  hand, 
and  his  internal  operations  on  the  other,  and  to  re- 
member that  the  *'  ministration  of  tbe  Spirit"  includes 
both.  Of  the  former  it  is  said,  ^'  The  manifestation 
of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal," 
that  is,  the  external  exhibition  of  the  Spirit  in  his 
miraculous  gifts, — ^for  to  these  the  apostle  particularly 
alludes,  as  is  evident  from  the  succeeding  verses, — was 
designed  and  fitted  to  qualify  those  on  whom  such 
gifts  were  conferred  for  public  usefulness,  both  in  the 
way  of  convincing  the  world,  and  edifying  the  Church. 
Of  the  latter,  it  is  said,  that  "  he  dwelleth  in  us" — that 
he  *'  walketh  in  us" — ^that  "  he  worketh  in  us  both  to 
will  and  to  do" — that  "  he  worketh  in  us  all  the  good 
pleasure  of  his  goodness,  and  the  work  of  faith  with 
power ;"  in  fact,  as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  show,  the 
exercise  of  every  spiritual  grace,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  every  spiritual  blessing,  is  ascribed  to  the  direct 
internal  opezation  of  tbe  Spirit  on  our  souls.*    That  lYi^ 

*  M'LMurin'a  Worki,  ii.  I  Id 
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ministration  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  apostolic  age,  inclnded 
both  the  external  manifestation  and  the  internal  ope- 
ration above  described,  cannot  be  seriously  questioned 
by  anj  candid  reader  of  the  New  Testament ;  and  that 
it  does  so  still,  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  fact  that 
the  dispensation  of  the  Gospel  is  expressly  called,  by 
«iiy  of  eminence,  "  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit," 
■without  any  hint  being  given  of  any  of  bis  essential 
operations  being  withdraivn  from  the  Cburcb,  hut  also 
from  the  promise  of  Christ,  which  is  only  fulfilled  by 
the  presence  of  his  Spirit — "  Lo !  I  am  with  you 
always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world;"  and  from 
the  method  in  which  the  Bible  appeals,  both  to  the 
world  and  the  Church,  on  the  subject  of  the  Spirit'i 
milneM  and  the  Spirifs  agency.  It  is  true  that  the 
miraculous  gifis  of  the  Spirit  liave  been  withdrawn; 
but  there  ia  still  a  "  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  not- 
withatanding,"  and  such  a  manifestation  as  is  sufficient 
to  Qanvict  the  world  as  well  as  to  edify  the  Churchy 
For  the  Bible — an  inspired  record  in  a  complete  and 
perfect  form — is  the  Spirit's  testimony,  the  Spiril'a- 
witness  for  Christ  in  the  world,  which,  more  power- 
fully than  any  miraculous  gif^,  bespeaks  Qod  as  ila 
author,  and  which  carries  with  it  such  evidence  u 
amounts  to  "  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit ;"  inso-  | 
much  that,  as  in  hearing  prophecy  of  old,  so  in  read' 
ing  the  Bible  now,  an  unbeliever  may  be  "  convinced 
of  all  and  judged  of  all, — the  socrels  of  his  heart  arc 
made  manifest,  and  be  may  be  led  to  worship  God, 
'  to  feel  that  God  is  in  it  of  a  truth." — Besides 
lihle,  there  is  still  in  this  world  the  Cudbcb, 
ia  the  visible  body  of  Christ— a  body  of  which 
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Christ  Is  the  head,  and  the  Holj  Ghost  its  quickening 
and  pervading  Spirit;  and,  hj  its  visihlc  presence, 
and  wonderful  preservation  in  the  world,  as  well  as 
hj  its  public  testimony,  the  Church  is  a  signal  witness 
for  Christ. — More  particularly,  the  Holy  Spirit  "still 
raises  up  and  qualifies  men  for  the  work  of  the  holy 
ministry  in  the  Church,  enduing  them  with  such  gifts 
and  graces  as  are  needful  for  them  in  the  various 
spheres  of  labour  to  which  they  are  called.* — And 
there  is  another  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  still, — the 
living  epistles^  which  are  known  and  read  of  all  men, 
— who  ^^  are  manifestly  declared  to  be  the  epistles  of 
Christ,  written  not  with  ink,  but  with  the  Spirit  of  the 
living  God — ^not  in  tables  of  stone,  but  in  fleshly  tables 
of  the  heart."  And  if,  in  addition  to  these  objective 
manifestations  f  of  the  Spirit,  we  consider  his  subjec- 
tive operations,  both  in  his  common  influences  on  the 
minds  of  imbelievers,  against  which  "they  strive," 
and  in  his  saving  influences  on  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  we  shall  discover  ample  reason  for  believing 
diat  the  dispensation  of  the  Gospel  is  still  as  really 
"  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit,"  as  it  was  in  the  age 
of  the  apostles. 

The  general  view  which  has  been  presented  of  the 
office  and  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  suggests  many 
practical  reflections  of  great  value.  Of  these  I  shall 
only  mention   the   two   following :  —  It   teaches  us 

*  On  this  branch  of  the  subject,  see  the  great  Work  of  Dr  Owen  on 
the  Spirit. 

'\  The  relation  which  the  work  of  the  Spirit  bears  to  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity  is  a  subject  of  profound  interest^  which  has  seldom  been  du\'9 
cxoMdered,  tmt  it  does  not  &11  within  the  design  of  the  present  votV  Xo 
expound  It. 
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how  defectife  and  erroneous  must  be  the  i 

the  Gospel  -wliich  are  entertained  by  those,  whether 

amongst   the  ministera  or  merahera  of  the   Chris- 

L  Church,  who  exclude  from  their  creed  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Spirit's  agency,  or  at  all  events,  habi- 
tually overlook  its  necessity,  and  neither  pray  for  nor 
expect  his  interposition.  That  any  Christian  minis- 
acting  under  u  dispensation  which  is  expressly 
denominated  the  "ministration  of  the  Spirit,"  should 
be  jealous  of  that  doctrine  which  constitutes  the  very 
strength  of  his  ministry,  and  that,  too,  when  he  is 
himself  described  as  "one  that  ministereth  the  Spi- 
rit;" that  he  should  regard  the  active  agency  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  Church  as  a  foolish  or  fanatical  notion, 
when  Christ  himself  declared,  that  the  presence  of 
the  Spirit  there  would  more  than  compensate  for  his 
persona!  departure ;  and  that  he  should  treat  with  ridi- 
cule and  scorn  what  constitutes  the  very  substance  of 
Christ's  promise,  the  subject  of  every  believer's  prayers, 
mad  the  object  of  the  Church's  hope  and  expectation ; 
— such  views  and  feelings  indicate  a  lamentable  igno- 

X,  not  of  one  doctrine  only,  but  of  the  wholtf 
scheme  and  constitution  of  the  Gospel ;  and  none  can 
wonder  that  his  ministry  is  not  blessed,  when  he 
slights  the  Spirit,  who  alone  can  render  it  elfectual.* 
The  view  which  has  been  given  of  the  office  and 
work  of  the  Spirit,  should  also  address  an  instructire 
lesson  to  those  hearers  of  the  Word  who  imngine  that 
tbey  are  now  in  a  less  favourable  situation  than  were 
the  earlier  followers  of  Christ.     Such  men  complain 
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tiiat  there  is  now  no  sopematmal  manifestation— no 
Tisible  miracle — ^no  convincing  sign  of  Christ's  presence 
and  power  in  his  Church ;  and  are  apt  to  think,  that 
had  thej  been  permitted  to  see  Jesus  the  Lord,  to 
hear  his  Toice,  and  to  witness  his  wonderful  works, 
thej  would  have  certainly  belicTed.  Now,  not  to  in- 
Bst  on  the  fact,  that  multitudes  who  did  see  the  Lord 
in  person,  who  followed  him  from  Tillage  to  village, 
and  heard  his  discourses,  and  saw  his  miracles,  were 
not  only  not  convinced,  but  were  hardened  in  unbelief 
and  exasperated  into  enmity, — I  wish  you  to  observe, 
that  cTen  his  chosen  disciples,  who  companied  with 
him  for  years,  were  distinctly  told  that  their  future 
condition  would  be  not  worse,  but  better,  when  Christ 
ihould  leave  them,  and  the  Spirit  descend ;  and  does 
sot  this  imply  that  the  grace  of  the  Spirit  was  of  more 
importance  to  the  Church  than  the  personal  presence 
of  Christ  himself — that  it  was  more  than  sufficient  to 
compensate  for  his  departure  ?  And  what  more  could 
be  said  to  convince  you  of  your  error,  if  now,  under 
the  final  and  perfect  dispensation  of  the  Gospel,  and 
under  ''  the  very  ministration  of  the  Spirit,"  you  re- 
main in  a  state  of  unbelief  ?  It  is  true  you  have  no 
miracles ;  but  you  have  the  Spirit's  testimony  in  your 
hands ;  and  if  "  ye  believe  not  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets," or  Christ,  and  bis  evangelists  and  apostles, 
^neither  would  ye  believe  though  one  rose  from  the 
dead." 

For,   consider  seriously  the  distinction  which  is 
10  strongly  marked  in  Scripture  betwixt  the  witro- 
ctUous  s^ts  and  the  internal  gracet  of  the  Spint, 
and  ask  jomselrea,  which  of  the  two  is  the  mox^ 


is  evident      1 
s  and  apait       ■ 


Taloable  ?  That  they  are  quite  distinct,  i 
fiom  the  iact  that  they  might  exist  sepafate  and  apait 
from  each  other.  Many,  in  primitive  times,  were 
renewed  and  sanctified  by  the  Spirit's  grace,  who 
were  not  endued  with  miraculous  powera  ;  and  some, 
again,  were  endued  with  his  miraculous  gifts,  who 
were  not  made  partakers  of  his  saving  grace.  This 
appears  from  the  ease  of  Saul  under  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, who  was  endued  with  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
wliile  his  heart  was  unrenewed,— from  the  case  of 
Judas  under  the  New, — and  stili  more  from  the  solema 
words  of  our  Lord  himself :  "■  Many  shall  come  to 
me  in  that  day,  saying.  Lord,  J*rd,  have  we  not  pro- 
phesied in  thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  east  out  devils, 
and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  To 
whom  I  will  answer,  I  never  knew  you ;  depart  from 
me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity."  The  miraculous  gifts, 
and  the  infernal  graces  of  the  Spirit,  then,  are  quite 
distinct,  and  might  even  e^tiat  apart.  Now,  of  the 
two,  which  is  the  more  valuable  ?  Surely  that  which 
stands  connected  with  the  salvation  of  the  soul ;  tor 
even  were  there  no  express  testimony  of  Scripture  on 
the  subject,  this  inference  would  be  warranted  by  the 
umple  &ct,  that  his  inward  grace  alone  can  save  the 
soul.  But  there  m  an  express  testimony  of  Scripture 
on  the  subject ;  for,  bringing  these  two  things  into 
direct  comparison,  the  apostle  intimates,  that  one 
saving  grace  in  the  heart  is  of  greater  value  than  aQ 
miraculous  gifts  put  together.  Having  spoken  (1  Cor. 
^ii.  30)  of  the  gifts  of  healing,  and  miracles,  and 
tongues,  he  says,  "  Covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts," 
—an  expression  which  shows  that  he  did  not  by  any 
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Ineans  disparage  them  ;  but  he  adds,  *'  And  yet  show 
I  unto  yon  a  more  excellent  way."  And  what  is  that  ? 
^  Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of 
angels,  and  haye  not  charity"  or  love,  "  I  am  become 
as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal.  And  though 
I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  understand  all  mys- 
teries, and  all  knowledge ;  and  though  I  have  all  faith, 
80  that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  cha- 
rity" or  love^  "  I  am  nothing."  Here  he  selects  one 
of  the  inward  graces  of  the  Spirit — for  "  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit  is  love," — and  declares  of  it  that  it  is  more 
yaluable  than  all  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Spirit 
combined.  Now  these  two^the  miraculous  gifts  and 
the  internal  graces  of  the  Spirit — ^being  distinct,  and 
capable  of  existing  separately,  and  the  one  being  so 
much  more  valuable  than  the  other,  the  only  question 
that  remains  is — which  of  the  two  is  the  permanent 
inheritance  of  the  Church  ?  It  is  evidently  the  more 
valuable  of  the  two.  The  miraculous  gifts  of  the 
Spirit  have  long  since  been  withdrawn.*  They  were 
used  for  a  temporary  purpose.  They  were  the  scaf- 
folding which  God  employed  for  the  erection  of  a 
spiritual  temple.  When  it  was  no  longer  needed,  the 
scaffolding  was  taken  down,  but  the  temple  still 
stands,  and  is  occupied  by  his  indwelling  Spirit ;  for, 
"  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you?"  (1  Cor. 
iii.  16.) 

«  The  fact  U  admitted  by  the  Rev.  E.  Irving,  but  is  ascribed  to  th« 
want  of  fSutb  on  the  part  of  the  Chuxch.— Homilies  on  Bttptiirrh  P*  l^^* 
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CHAPTER  III. 


GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE  PROCESS  OF  A  SINNER'S 

CONVERSION. 

In  the  last  chapter  I  endearoured  to  illustrate  the 
general  design  of  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  in  reference 
both  to  the  World  and  the  Church,  founding  my  ob- 
senrations  on  that  comprehensive  statement  of  our 
Lord,  "  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away ;  for  if 
I  go  not  away,  the  Spirit  will  not  come  unto  yon ; 
but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him  unto  you.  And  when 
he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world  of  sin,  and  of 
righteousness,  and  of  judgment ;"  and  "  he  will  guide 
ffou  into  all  truth  ;"  "  he  shall  glorify  me  ;  for  he  shall 
receive  of  mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you."  Two 
classes  are  here  spoken  of, — the  two  great  classes  into 
which,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  all  mankind  are 
divided — the  world  and  the  Church  ;  and  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit  was  designed  to  have  an  important  bearing 
on  each :  it  was  designed  to  reprove  or  convict  the 
one,  and  to  instruct,  and  guide,  and  edify  the  other. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  the  gift  of  the  Spirit 
is  so  confined  to  the  Church  as  to  have  no  hearing  at 
all  on  the  unbelieving  world.    It  yras  ex^jressly  inti- 
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mated  by  our  Lord,  that  when  *'  he  came,  he  should 
reproTe  the  world,"  or  convict  the  world  by  proof  con- 
cerning ^'  sin,  and  righteousness,  and  judgment ;"  and 
the  apostle,  referring  to  one  of  the  miraculous  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  says,  ^^  Tongues  are  for  a  sign,  not  to  them 
that  believe,  but  to  them  that  believe  not :  but  pro- 
phesjdng" — another  gift  of  the  same  Spirit — "  serveth 
not  for  them  that  believe  not,  but  for  them  that  be- 
Heve."  The  Spirit,  then,  aflbrds  such  proof  or  evidence 
to  the  unbelieving  world,  as  is  sufficient  either  to  con- 
vince or  convict,  to  convert  or  to  condemn  them; 
while  to  the  believing  Church  and  people  of  God,  he 
imparts  larger  and  clearer  views  of  divine  truth,  and 
enables  them  to  discern  "  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ." 

But  betwixt  these  two  classes,  however  real  the 
distinction,  and  however  wide  the  difference  which 
divides  the  one  from  the  other,  there  is  not  now,  as 
there  will  hereafter  be,  an  impassable  barrier  of  sepa- 
ration. In  the  state  of  retribution,  believers  may  say 
with  Abraham,  "  Between  us  and  you  there  is  a  great 
gulf  fixed,  so  that  they  which  would  pass  from  hence 
to  you  cannot,  neither  can  they  pass  to  us  that  would 
come  from  thence  ;"  but  in  the  present  state  of  grace, 
there  is  no  such  barrier ;  souls  are  continually  passing 
from  the  world  to  the  Church — from  darkness  to  light 
—from  death  to  life  ,*  the  way  is  plain — the  door  is 
open — ^the  warrant  is  clear ;  every  believer  was  once 
an  unbeliever;  every  saint  was  once  a  sinner;  and 
all  God  s  people  will  gratefully  acknowledge,  that  if 
they  now  belong  to  a  peculiar  class,  and  are  no  longei 
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aliens  and  strangers,  but  "fellow-citizens  with  the 
saints,  and  of  the  household  of  faith,"  this  is  not  to  be 
ascribed  to  any  original  diflference  betwixt  them  and 
their  fellow-men — for  naturally  all  belong  to  the  same 
class,  and  partake  of  the  same  character, — ^but  solely  to 
that  great  change  which  was  wrought  on  their  souls, 
when  they  "  had  their  eyes  opened,  and  were  turned 
from  darkness  unto  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God/*  Now,  it  is  to  the  case  of  a  soul,  while 
it  is  in  a  state  of  transition  from  the  one  class  into 
the  other,  and  passing  from  the  world  into  the  Church, 
that  I  propose  at  present  to  direct  your  attention ; 
and  in  doing  so,  I  shall  endeavour  to  present  a  gene- 
ral view  of  the  process  of  a  sinner  s  conversion,  when, 
being  reproved  as  one  of  the  world,  he  comes  also  to 
be  guided  and  taught  as  one  of  Christ's  disciples. 

In  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  origin  of  the  scheme  of 
redemption  is  ascribed  to  the  love  of  the  Father ;  and 
its  ultimate  issue  is  declared  to  be  "  the  salvation"  of 
his  people,  or  "  their  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  ;**  but  betwixt  these  two  there  is  a 
middle  term,  descriptive  of  a  change  through  which 
they  must  pass, — a  change  contemplated  and  provided 
for  in  God's  eternal  purpose,  and  essentially  necessary 
as  an  element  in  their  preparation  for  the  glory  that 
remaineth  to  be  revealed.  "  God  has  chosen  you  to 
salvation^  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and 
belief  of  the  truth"  This  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
Divine  plan,  and  an  essential  requisite  to  our  admis- 
sion into  heaven ;  and  it  is  described  in  two  clauses 
— r-the  one  pointing  to  the  agent  by  whom  the  change 
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ig  wrought — the  other  to  the  means  which  he  employs 
in  accomplishing  it :  ^'  through  sanctification  of  the 
Spirit" — ^he  is  the  agent ;  and  ^^  helief  of  the  truth" — 
that  is  the  means. 

Vte  learn  from  this  and  many  other  passages,  that 
our  personal  and  saying  interest  in  the  redemption  of 
Christ,  depends  on  its  being  applied  to  us  individually 
by  the  grace  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.     The 
Holy  Spirit,  not  less  than  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
has  an  important  office  in  the  work  of  our  salvation  : 
it  belongs  to  him  to  apply  to  individuals  the  redemp- 
tion that  was  purchased  by  the  Saviour.     It  is  through 
^^  sanctification  of  the  Spirit "  that  any  obtain  the 
"  glory  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."     Christ's  salvation 
can  be  of  no  use  to  any  man,  unless  he  be  made  a 
partaker  of  it ;  and  he  is  made  a  partaker  of  it  only 
by  the  work  of  the  Spirit.     You  may  be  labouring 
under  a  loathsome,  inveterate,  and  fatal  disease;  a 
remedy  may  be  provided  for  you — it  may  be  purchas- 
ed— it  may  be  offered  freely  for  your  acceptance  ;  but 
if  either  through  insensibility  as  to  your  danger,  or 
indifference  as  to  your  life,  or  unbelief  as  to  the  skill 
of  the  physician,  or  dislike  to  his  method  of  cure,  you 
refuse  the  proffered  remedy,  it  is  of  no  practical  use — 
you  disbelieve  and  die ; — so  is  it  with  your  souls ;  sin 
is  your  disease  ;  God  has  prescribed  the  cure,  Christ 
has  purchased  it ;  it  is  freely  and  fully  proposed  to 
every  sinner  in  the  Gospel ;  but  it  is  of  no  saving 
benefit  to  any,  imless  it  be  applied  to  them  by  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

It  is  deeply  interesting  to  observe,  that  in  those 
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comprehensive  summaries  of  the  Gospel  which  occur 
in  various  parts  of  Scripture,  tlie  agency  of  each  of 
the  Three  Persons  of  the  Godhead,  in  the  work  of 
men's  salvation,  is  distinctly  sCnted ;  and  that,  on  the 
agencj'  of  the  Spirit,  the  whole  practical  effect  of  what 
was  wrought  hy  the  Father  and  the  Son  is  declired  to 
depend.  For  example, — it  is  by  the  Spirit  that  God 
approaches  to  us  through  Christ, — for  he  draws  near 
to  sinners  in  the  Word,  which  is  the  Spirit's  message, 
and  hy  the  Spirit's  grace  ihat  Word  is  rendered  effec- 
tual ;  "  lie  saves  us  hy  the  washing  of  regeneration 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  shtdi 
on  us  abundantly  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." — 
It  is  hy  the  Spirit  that  we  have  access  to  God  throng 
Christ :  "  Through  whom  we  both  have  access  by  one 
Spirit  unto  the  Father."— It  is  by  the  Spirit  tliat  we 
become  partakers  of  all  the  benefits  which  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Son,  and  are  offered  by  the  Father: 
for  "  ye  are  washed,  ye  are  sanctified,  yc  are  justified 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
our  God." 

It  is  equally  true,  then,  that  but  for  Christ's  death, 
the  Spirit  would  not  have  been  given ;  and  that  bat 
for  the  Spirit's  work,  Christ's  death  would  have  been 
in  vmn.  This  was  the  view  entertained  by  the  dtvinu 
of  the  Refurmatlou ;  and  accordingly,  you  will  maik 
a  lingular  beauty  in  tlie  arr;ingeQient  of  the  Shorter 
Catechism,  where,  ai^r  a  full  account  is  given  of 
Christ's  work,  both  in  his  estate  of  humiliation  and 
exaltation,  the  Spirit's  agency  in  the  application  of  re- 
demption to  individuals  is  interposed  betwixt  the  work 
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fii  Christ  and  the  saying  benefits  which  flow  from 
it  to  his  people.  It  is  the  Spirit's  work  which  con- 
nects the  two — which  forms  the  link  betwixt  the  par- 
diase  of  salvation  on  the  part  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  salvation  on  the  part  of  his  people ; 
and  never  till  this  great  article  of  our  faith  is  dulj 
understood  and  acknowledged,  shall  we  either  feel  as 
we  ought  how  absolutely  we  are  dependent  on  free 
grace  from  first  to  last,  nor  how  admirably,  at  eveiy 
stage,  God  has  provided  for  us  the  grace  which  we 
need! 

Sanctification  is  used  sometimes  in  a  wider,  and 
at  other  times  in  a  more  restricted  sense.  In  the 
latter,  it  is  descriptive  of  the  progressive  and  gradual 
advancement  of  believers  in  the  path  of  faith  and 
holiness  and  comfort, — or,  in  other  words,  their  spiri- 
tual growth  after  they  have  been  bom  again  ;  but  in 
the  former  it  includes  the  new  birtli  itself,  as  well  as 
the  life  which  flows  from  it, — the  first  as  well  as  the 
succeeding  steps  of  that  course  which  begins  in  con- 
version, and  ends  in  glory.  In  this  comprehensive 
iense  it  denotes  a  radical  change  of  mind  and  heart, 
whereby  new  views,  new  principles,  new  motives,  new 
hopes,  and  new  habits  are  imparted ;  so  that  they 
become  "  new  creatures  :  old  things  pass  away ;  all 
things  become  new."  The  whole  of  this  change  is 
ascribed  to  the  agency  of  the  Spirit  of  God :  it  is 
*'  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit "  that  a  sinner  is 
bom  again ;  and  it  is  "  through  sanctification  of  the 
■ame  Spirit"  that  he  is  enabled  to  die  more  and  more 
luito  sin,  and  to  live  unto  righteousness. 
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But  while  the  great  change  is  wrought  hy  the  agency 
of  the  Spirit,  this  divine  agent  acts  by  the  use  of  means 
such  as  are  adapted  to  the  constitution  of  the  human 
mind.  It  is  through  "  belief  of  the  truth"  that  the  Spirit 
fulfils,  in  the  case  of  adults,  our  Lord's  prayer  on  be* 
half  of  his  people — "  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth^ 
thy  Word  is  truth."  The  Word,  or  the  truth  contained 
in  the  Word,  is  the  instrument  by  which  the  Spirit  acts 
in  applying  the  benefits  of  Christ's  redemption ;  and  it 
is  an  instrument  admirably  adapted  to  its  end.  Power- 
less in  itself,  it  is  mighty  through  God.  It  is  the  sword 
of  the  Spirit.  It  is  the  hammer  by  which  he  breaks 
the  rock  in  pieces.  It  is  the  light  which  he  opens  the 
mind  to  receive.  It  is  the  food  by  which  he  feeds,  and 
the  medicine  by  which  he  heals,  and  the  consolation 
with  which  he  comforts.  The  Spirit  and  the  Word 
must  not  be  disjoined  ;  the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  belief  of  the  truth,  are  inseparably  linked  to- 
gether, and  are  equally  essential — the  one  as  an  efl&- 
cient  agent,  the  other  as  a  fit  instrument  or  means. 
Mark  how  uniformly  they  go  together  in  Scripture. 
Of  regeneration  it  is  said,  that  we  are  "  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit," — he  is  the  agent  in  that  great 
initial  change  ;  but  it  is  also  said,  we  are  "  bom  not 
of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  even  by  the 
Word  of  God" — that  is  the  instrument  by  which  the 
change  is  wrought.  Of  Lydia,  it  is  said,  '^  The  I^ord 
opened  the  heart  of  Lydia," — here  is  Divine  agency  ; 
but  the  use  of  means  was  not  superseded,  for  it  is 
added,  "  so  that  she  attended  to  the  things  that  were 
spoken  of  Paul," — here  is  the  instrumentality  of  the 
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Word.  And  the  Psalmist's  prayer,  "  Open  thou  mine 
eyes,"  recognises  the  necessity  of  divine  influence ; 
but  when  he  adds,  ^  that  I  may  see  wonderful  things 
out  of  thy  law,"  divine  truth,  as  revealed  in  the  AVord, 
is  also  recognised  as  the  means  of  his  instruction. 
These  two— the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief 
of  the  truth — are  equally  essential,  jmd  the  one  must 
not  be  allowed  to  supersede  or  exclude  the  other. 

Having  premised  these  general  observations,  let  us 
now  conceive  the  case  of  a  soul  that  belongs  as  yet  to 
the  world,  or  to  the  class  of  imbelieving  men,  and 
consider  the  way  in  which,  through  the  agency  of  the 
Spirit  of  Ood,  he  is  translated  into  the  other  class,  and 
made  a  living  member  of  his  Chmcb.  This  transition 
occurs  at  the  time  of  his  conversion ;  and  the  process 
by  which  it  is  eftected  may  differ  in  different  ciiscs, 
in  respect  to  some  of  its  concomitant  cireumstanccs, 
but  essentially  and  substantially  it  consists  in  his  being 
brought  to  believe  the  truth,  so  as  to  comply  with,  and 
embrace  the  method  of  salvation  which  is  proposed  to 
him  in  the  Gospel.  And  in  order  to  this,  there  are 
th'ee  distinct  steps  or  stages  by  which  the  ^Spirit  of 
God  leads  a  sinner  to  the  Siiviour,  which  are  described 
and  placed  in  their  natural  order  in  tlie  Shorter 
Catechism,  where  we  read,  tliat  "  Effectual  calling  is 
the  work  of  God's  Spirit,  whereby  convincing  us  of 
our  sin  and  misery,  enlightening  our  minds  in  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  and  renewing  our  wills,  he  doth 
persuade  and  enable  us  to  embrace  Jesus  Christ  for 
salvation,  as  he  is  freely  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel." 

The  first  part  of  the  Spirit's  work,  in  order  to  a 
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siimar's  conversion,  is  ''  to  convince  bim  of  his  sin  and 
misery,"  and  especially  of  his  guilt  and  danger  as  an 
unbeliever^  living  hitherto  without  Christ,  and  there- 
fore without  God  and  without  hope  in  the  world. 
This  is  expressly  declared  by  the  Saviour  to  he  part  of 
the  Spirit's  work :  "  He  shall  reprove  the  world  of 
sin  :  of  sin,  because  they  heUeve  not  in  me."  It  does 
not  suit  my  present  purpose  to  describe  the  nature  of 
conviction,  or  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  sin- 
ner's experience  under  it ;  that  will  fall  to  be  consi- 
dered hereafter.  In  the  meantime,  I  would  only  offer 
an  outline  of  the  whole  process  by  which  a  sinner 
is  translated  from  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  the 
kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son  ;  and  show,  in  regard  to 
each  of  the  stages  of  that  process,  the  place  which  it 
holds,  and  its  indispensable  necessity,  in  order  to  sav- 
ing conversion.  Conviction  occupies  the  first  place ; 
for  it  is  by  convicting  that  the  Spirit  converts ;  but 
when  it  is  thus  used,  the  term  must  be  understood  in 
a  large  and  comprehensive  sense,  as  including  a  great 
deal  more  than  is  usually  implied  in  mere  remorse  on 
account  of  sin.  It  is  chiefly  of  their  sin^  because  they 
do  not  believe  in  Christy  and  of  their  misery  and  dan- 
ger as  Christless  sinners,  that  the  Spirit  convicts  trans- 
gressors— for  the  whole  work  of  conviction,  as  well  as 
the  work  of  illumination  and  persuasion,  has  reference 
to^CHRiST  as  the  great  subject  of  the  Spirit's  witness. 
It  is  important  to  bear  this  in  mind  ;  for  many,  under 
the  mere  natural  operation  of  conscience,  are  sensible, 
at  least  occasionally,  of  very  bitter  and  poignant 
remorse,  when  they  have  never  seriously  thought  of 
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Christ,  or  i^It  their  need  of  a  Sayiour,  whereas  the  con* 
Tiction  which  is  spoken  of  in  the  Gospel  has  a  direct 
relation  to  Christ,  and  implies  not  only  a  sense  of 
guilt  on  the  conscience,  hut  a  sense  of  the  sin  and 
misery  of  remaining  in  a  Christless  state.  It  presup- 
poses, therefore,  some  general  knowledge  of  Christ 
and  the  Gospel,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  guilt,  and  a  feel- 
ing of  remorse ;  and  it  cannot  he  produced  without  an 
impression  being  first  made  on  the  mind  of  the  certain 
troth,  and  the  awful  authority,  and  the  transcendent 
importance  of  the  Gospel.  In  this  comprehensiye 
sense,  conviction  presupposes  some  measure  of  the 
enlightening  grace  of  the  Spirit — imparting  a  general 
riew  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  enabling  the 
mind  to  perceive  the  dirine  evidence  of  that  truth,  so 
as  to  feel  that  it  is  deeply  criminal  in  slighting  or  re- 
jecting it ;  and  when  it  is  said,  therefore,  that  in  the 
order  of  nature  and  experience,  conviction  is  the  first 
part  of  the  Spirit's  work,  or  the  first  stage  in  that  pro- 
cess by  which  he  brings  a  sinner  to  the  Saviour,  it  is 
not  meant  that  the  Spirit  operates  directly  and  only 
on  the  conscience,  so  as  to  awaken  in  it  a  sense  of  sin, 
but  that  he  operates  on  the  conscience  by  imparting 
such  light  to  the  understanding  as  reaches  the  con- 
science, and  quickens  its  perception,  and  enables  it  to 
see  and  feel  that  there  is  sin  and  danger  in  not  be- 
lieying  on  Christ.  Such  conviction  embraces,  indeed, 
the  guilt  of  every  sin ;  and  the  Spirit  recalls  to  the 
recollection  of  the  transgressor  many  sins,  both  of 
omission  and  commission,  which  he  had  long  over- 
looked or  forgotten;  for  at  that  solemn  hour  God  aay  ft 
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to  him,  "  Thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such 
an  one  as  thyself ;  hut  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  thy 
sins  in  order  hdfore  thy  face ;"  and  when  his  trans- 
gressions start  up,  and  pass  in  dark  array  hefore  him, 
he  is  surprised  and  startled  by  the  discovery  of  their 
number,  and  magnitude,  and  manifold  aggravations, — 
insomuch,  that  he  is  ready  to  exclaim  with  the  Psal- 
mist, "  My  transgressions  have  gone  up  over  mine 
head,  and  have  become  a  burden  too  heavy  for  me." 
Any  one  sin  may  thus  become  the  occasion  of  con- 
viction ;  and  it  is  by  revealing  sin  to  the  conscience 
that  the  Spirit  awakens  it ;  but  conviction  is  not  com- 
plete, nor  is  it  eflfectual  as  a  means  towards  conversion, 
unless  it  amount  to  a  persuasion,  that  without  Christ 
our  case  is  desperate,  and  that  we  have  sinned,  as  in 
other  respects,  so  in  this  especially,  because  we  have 
not  believed  in  him. 

No  man  ever  thinks  of  going  to  a  physician  until 
he  feels  that  there  is  disease  upon  him  :  he  may  be 
diseased,  and  that  mortally,  but  till  he  knows  and 
believes  that  he  is  so  he  seeks  not  for  a  remedy.  No 
man  cries  for  a  deliverer,  until  he  believes  himself  to 
be  in  danger  :  he  may  be  in  danger,  and  yet  be  igno- 
rant of  it,  and  his  danger  is  often  greatest  when  he  is 
least  alarmed ;  but  until  he  knows  his  danger,  he  has 
no  desire  for  deliverance.  Just  so,  the  sinner  is  dis- 
eased ;  but  he  will  never  repair  to  Christ  as  a  physi- 
cian, till  he  knows  that  Christ  only  is  the  Physician 
of  souls.  The  sinner  is  in  danger,  but  never  will  he 
flee  to  Christ  for  refuge,  until  he  is  convinced,  that 
without  Christ  he  must  perlshv 
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To  some  this  may  appear  a  yery  easy  matter,  and 
one  that  requires  no  supernatural  agency,  since  all 
men  will  readily  admit  that  they  are  dinners,  and  the 
natural  light  of  conscience  itself  may  appear  to  be 
sufficient,  especially  when  combined  with  the  light  of 
the  Word,  to  convince  them  of  their  danger.  But, 
easy  as  it  may  seem,  I  apprehend  that  this  is  the  very 
stage  at  which  the  Divine  Spirit  meets  with  tlie  stout- 
est resistance,  and  at  which  the  sinner  is  most  reso- 
lutely blind  to  the  plainest  lessons  of  the  Word,  For 
why  is  it  that  so  many  are  foimd  in  every  congregation, 
who  have  listened  for  years  to  a  faithful  ministry,  and 
hare  become  familiar  with  the  joyful  sound,  while  they 
remain  utterly  unconcerned  about  the  salvation  of 
their  souls,  and  have  never  experienced,  never  even 
sought  after  the  relief  which  the  Gospel  offers? — why 
but  that  they  have  never  been  convinced  of  their  sin 
and  misery,  or  at  least  that  they  have  never  been  so 
convinced,  as  to  feel  that,  without  Christ,  they  must 
perish  ?  It  is  indeed  an  easy  thing  to  say,  as  many 
do,  that  they  are  weak,  frail  creatures,  or  to  admit  in 
general  terms  what  conscience  itself  forbids  them  to 
deny,  that  they  are  sinners ;  but  it  is  no  easy  and  no 
pleasant  thing  for  any  man  to  open  his  eyes,  and  to 
look  fairly  and  fully  on  his  own  condition  and  char- 
acter, as  it  is  exhibited  in  the  light  of  God's  Word, 
or  as  one  day  he  shall  see  it  at  the  judgment-seat  of 
Christ.  Such  a  view  of  himself  would  mortify  his 
pride  and  alarm  his  fears ;  and  hence  he  takes  re- 
fuge in  certain  general  confessions,  which  have  little 
or  no  meaniz?^,  and  which  ieave  his  pride  unmoi- 
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tified,  and  his  fears  asleep.     "  Every  one  that  doeth 
evil,  hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh  to  the  light,  lest 
his  deeds  should  he  reproved."     He  shuts  his  eyes, 
and  thereby  contrives  to  maintain  a  deceitful  security, 
while  he  betrays  a  secret  consciousness  that  the  light 
would  disturb  or  destroy  it.     Such  being  the  natural 
tendency,  and  the  inveterate  habit  of  every  guilty 
mind,  it  is  not  by  the  mere  operation  of  his  own  con- 
science, but  by  the  direct  agency  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
that  any  sinner  can  be  duly  convinced  of  his  sin,  and 
misery,  and  danger.     He  never  sees  himself  as  he 
really  is,  until  his  eyes  are  opened  by  the  Spirit,  and 
some  rays,  at  least,  of  heaven's  own  light  are  admitted 
into  the  darkened  chamber  of  imagery  within.     This 
the  Spirit  does,  partly  by  revealing  to  him  the  essential 
purity,  the  unsullied  holiness,  the  awful  and  infinite 
perfection  of  God^s  character,  which  is  no  sooner  per- 
ceived than  he  marks  the  contrast  betwixt  it  and  his 
own,  and  is  ready  to  exclaim — "  I  have  heard  of  thee 
by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eye  seeth 
thee ;  wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust 
and  ashes ;" — partly  by  unfolding  the  spirituality  and 
extent  of  God's  law,  and  applying  it  closely  to  the 
conscience ;  which  is  no  sooner  felt,  than  he  is  ready 
to  acknowledge — "  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once, 
but  when  the  commandment  came,  sin  revived,  and  I 
died;" — ^partly  by  recalling  to  his  remembrance  many 
sins  long  forgotten,  or  too  easily  excused,  and  exhi- 
biting them  before  his  awakened  conscience  in  their 
true  colours ;  which  he  no  sooner  discerns  in  the  light 
of  truth,  than  he  says — '^  I  acknowledge  my  trans*- 
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grecBions,  and  m  j  sin  is  erer  before  me ;" — ^but  chiefly, 
I  apprebend,  by  directing  the  sinner  s  eye  to  Christ — 
to  Christ  on  the  cross^  suffering  for  sin,  and  to  Christ 
on  the  throncj  exalted  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour, — ^for 
both  in  the  humiliation  and  in  the  exaltation  of  Christ 
Ike  sinner  perceires,  under  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit, 
what  is  fitted  powerfully  to  awaken  his  conscience, — 
insomncli  that  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  thai  it  is  by 
the  Spirit's  witness  to  Christ  that  he  is  first  brought 
to  see  the  magnitude  of  his  guilt,  and  the  certainty  of 
Ids  punishment  as  a  transgressor,  and,  above  all,  the 
hopeless  and  wretched  condition  of  his  soul,  so  long 
as  it  has  no  interest  in  such  a  Saviour.  By  looking 
to  Christ  on  the  cross,  ^'  he  mourns  and  is  in  bitter- 
ness;" by  looking  to  Christ  on  the  throne,  he  is 
*^  pricked  in  his  heart,  and  exclaims,  What  must  I 
do  to  be  saved  V* 

It  is  thus  that  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  closely  apply- 
ing the  truth  to  the  conscience,  brings  a  sinner  to 
feel  his  need  of  a  Saviour;  and  the  convictions  which 
are  thus  produced  are  the  first  and  strongest  motives 
to  serious  inquiry  and  earnest  prayer.  And  accord- 
ingly, you  will  generally  observe,  that  when  any  per- 
son in  a  congregation  is  benefited  by  the  ministry  of 
the  Gospel,  the  first  intimation  of  this  change  consists 
in  a  deep  seriousness  of  spirit,  sometimes  in  great 
anxiety  and  even  distress  of  mind,  bordering  on  de- 
spair,— the  reason  of  which  is,  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
is  convincing  that  man  of  his  sin  and  misery,  and 
applying  the  truth  closely  to  his  conscience,  so  as  to 
make  him  fee?  his  need  of  a  /Saviour;  and  he  is  ilixisi 
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prepared  for  receiving  with  all  gladness  the  simple 
message  of  grace,  as  suited  to  his  need ; — whereas 
others  who  say  that  they  are  sinners,  but  without  any- 
spiritual  perception  of  its  meaning,  easily  succeed  ia 
quieting  their  occasional  convictions  by  the  opiates  of 
^rror  and  self-deceit,  and  sit  for  years  under  the  same 
ministry  without  making  a  single  step  in  advance 
towards  salvation,  and  without  being  conscious  of  so 
much  as  one  earnest  desire  for  its  attainment.  Con- 
viction of  sin,  then,  and  especially  conviction  of  sin 
and  danger,  on  account  of  unbelief  in  Christ,  is  a 
hopeful  symptom — a  necessary  preparative — a  com- 
mon precursor  of  a  saving  change. 

When  a  sinner  is  thus  "  convinced  of  his  sin  and 
misery,"  so  as  to  feel  his  need  of  a  Saviour,  the  next 
part  of  the  Spirit's  work  is  "  to  enlighten  his  mind  in 
the  knowledge  of  Christ,"  as  being  in  all  respects 
just  such  a  Saviour  as  he  needs.  He  may  have  had 
some  knowledge  of  Christ  before  ;  he  may  have  been 
well  instructed  in  his  earliest  years,  and  the  doctrine 
of  salvation  may  have  been  long  familiar  to  his  mind ; 
but  that  doctrine  now  assumes  a  new  aspect,  and  is 
studied  in  a  better  spirit,  when,  under  the  influence 
of  serious  conviction,  he  is  brought  to  feel  that  Ins 
eternity  depends  upon  it.  Many  parts  of  the  glorious 
scheme  of  grace,  which,  till  then,  he  had  regarded  as 
imimportant,  or  even  objectionable,  will  now  appear 
to  his  awakened  eye  to  be  invested  with  awful  interest 
and  transcendent  value;  and  the  more  he  contem- 
plates it,  in  connection  with  his  own  felt  necessities, 
tbe  more  will  he  be  convinced  that  it  is  in  all  respects 
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suitable  to  his  case,  and  contains  neither  more  than 
was  necessary  to  meet,  nor  less  than  is  sufficient  to 
secure,  his  everlasting  welfare.    Above  all,  the  person^ 
the  character,  the  offices,  and  the  work  of  Christ, 
will  command  his  deepest  interest ;  and  as  he  medi- 
tates on  these,  and  acquires  new  and  more  enlarged 
Tiews  of  their  glory,  his  heart  will  bum  within  him 
at  every  fresh  discovery  of  the  power,  and  grace,  and 
all-sufficiency  of  the  Saviour.     The  great  work  of  the 
^irit  is   to  point  the  eye  of  a  convinced  sinner  to 
Christ, — to   open  up  to  him  the  fulness  that   is  in 
Christ, — to  unfold  his  unsearchable  riches, — to  ex- 
plain the  design  of  his  mission,  the  constitution  of  his 
person,  the  variety  of  his  offices,  the  nature  and  the 
■  perfection  of  his  work,  the  certainty  and  glory  of  his 
reward,  as  our  Redeemer ;  and  to  this  part  of  the 
Spirit's  testimony  for  Christ  allusion  is  made,  both 
when  it  is  said  that  he  would  reprove  or  convict  the 
world  of  righteousness^  because  he  has  gone  to  the 
Father ;  and  also  when  it  is  added,  that  he  would 
reprove  the  world  of  judgment,  because  the  prince  of 
this  world  is  judged.     The  Spirit's  advent  was,  in 
itself,  a  proof  of  Christ's  exaltation,  and,  as  such,  a 
proof  of  his  righteousness  and  power,  as  a  Prince  and 
Saviour;    and  when  he  comes,    the   Spirit   glorifies 
Christ,  by  revealing  him  to  the  awakened  sinner  as 
the  "  Lord  his  righteo\isness  " — a  perfect  and  accepted 
"  propitiation" — "  a  priest  on  his  throne."      And  one 
vivid  view  of  Christ  as  he  is,  imparted  to  the  mind  in 
the  hour  of  private  meditation  or  under  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel,  has  been  sufficient,  in  many  a  caa«^ 
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to  dispel  all  the  doubts  and  misgivings  of  a  troubled 
conscience, — insomuch  that  the  man  h 
a  sudden  his  eyes  had  been  opened  on  the  hght  of 
day,  or  as  if  his  conscience  were  relieved  from  a  heaTj 
burden,  or  as  if  his  whole  soul  were  at  once  enlarged, 
— liherated  from  hondage,  and  introduced  into  the  glo- 
rioas  liberty  wherewith  Christ  maketh  his  people  free. 
And  what  is  very  remarkahle,  the  very  same  Irutht 
may  have  been  presented  to  his  mind  in  former  timet 
without  producing  any  effect.  The  truth 
but  it  appears  to  him  in  a  new  light. 
occasion  to  alter  a  single  article  in  his  former  creed, 
yet  he  feels  as  if  he  could  say, — "  One  thing  I  know, 
that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see."  He  knew 
Christ  before,  as  those  knew  him  of  whom  it  is  said,  * 
that  he  was  lo  them  "  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground, 
having  no  form  nor  cnraelineas,  nor  any  beauty  where- 
fore they  should  desire  him,"  But  now  every  word 
respecting  Christ  is  sweet, — every  aspect  of  his  diai- 
acter,  and  office,  and  wort,  awakens  interest, — eveij 
thing  in  Christ  is  precious,  when,  under  the  teaching 
of  the  Spirit,  he  is  seen  lo  be  "  the  fairest  among  U 
thousand,  and  altogether  lovely."  And  most  sweedy 
and  seasonably  does  this  part  of  the  Spirit's  woik  ■ 
follow  on  the  conviction  of  sin.  Nor  is  it  unnecessary 
even  in  the  case  of  a  convinced  sinner  ;  for  all  expe* 
rience  shows,  that  when  overwhelmetl  with  the  thoogltt 
of  his  own  sinfulness,  he  is  prone  to  doubt  or  disbe- 
lieve the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  or  to  put  a 
struction  on  the  Gospel,  or  to  sink  into  utter  dejection 
and  despair,  as  if  he  at  least  could  have  no  interest  in 
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the  Gospel,  and  were  too  great  a  sinner  to  be  sared. 
It  belongs  to  the  office  of  the  Spirit  to  dispel  these 
dark  suspicions,  and  to  correct  these  fatal  misappre- 
hensions ;   and  this  he  does,  not  by  imparting  any  new 
information  not  contained  in  the  Bible,  but  by  unfold- 
ing the  truth  which  the  Bible  contains,  and  by  simply 
'^  enlightening  the  mind  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ" 
Another  step  remains.     It  is  quite  possible  that  a 
man  may  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  convinced  of  his  sin 
and  misery,  and  that  he  may  have  acquired  a  consider- 
able degree  of  knowledge  concerning  Christ,  and  yet  fall 
short  of  conversion.     We  read  that  "  Felix  trembled," 
and  of  some  ^^  who  were  once  enlightened,"  and  yet  fell 
away.     Indeed,  most  men  in  a  Christian  coui^ry  hare 
their  occasional  convictions  and  fears,  and  have  also 
some  notional  acquaintance  with  the  doctrine  of  salva- 
tion; nay,  they  may  seem  to  "  receive  that  doctrine  with 
joy,"  and  yet  refuse  to  undergo  the  great,  the  decisive, 
the  saving  change.     The  reason  of  this  is — the  inve- 
terate depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  its  native 
aversion  or  enmity  to  God.     The  heart  must  be  re- 
newed, and  its  enmity  slain,  before  a  thorough  con- 
version is  accomplished  ;  and  the  previous  process  of 
conviction  and  instruction  is  only  a  means  to  this  end 
— a  means  suitable  in  itself,  and  sufficient,  through 
the  Spirit's  grace — but  without  it  utterly  ineffectual. 
Accordingly,  the  concluding  part  of  the  Spirit's  work 
in  conversion,  is,  to  "  renew  our  wills"  or  to  make 
us  toiUing  to  be  saved  by  Christ  on  Gospel  terms. 
It  is  not  enough  to  convince  a  man  of  his  sin  and 
misery ; — conviction  is  not  conversion.     Nor  \a  *\^ 
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enough  to  instruct  him  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel, 
— that  doctrine  might  only  inflame  his  enmity,  and 
exasperate  his  pride.  Conversion  implies  a  change 
of  heart.  It  may  seem  that  the  direct  agency  of  the 
Spirit  cannot  he  necessary  here,  since  all  men  must 
be  willing  to  be  saved.  But  it  is  far,  very  far  from 
being  true,  that  men  are  willing  to  be  saved,  in  the 
Gospel  sense  of  that  expression.  They  are  wiUing 
to  escape  from  misery,  simply  considered  as  such,  and 
to  secure  what  they  regard  as  happiness ;  but  they 
are  not  anxious — on  the  contrary,  they  are  averse — 
to  be  saved  as  the  Gospel  proposes  to  save  them. 
They  have  no  desire  to  be  delivered  from  sin,  and  no 
relish  iqjc  the  spiritual  happiness  which  Christ  offers 
to  bestow.  Had  the  Gospel  simply  proclaimed  im- 
punity for  sin,  or  exemption  from  suffering,  and  that, 
live  as  they  might,  men  should  enjoy  an  eternal  hap- 
piness suited  to  their  own  tastes, — ^then,  doubtless,  it 
would  have  been  hailed  with  one  universal  acclama- 
tion of  gratitude  and  joy :  but  it  makes  no  such  over- 
ture. It  speaks  of  a  salvation  from  sin^  as  well  as 
from  suffering,  and  proposes  a  heaven  into  which  no- 
thing that  is  unclean  or  impure  shall  ever  enter ;  and 
to  say  that  all  men  are  willing  to  be  saved  in  that 
sense,  and  in  this  way,  were  to  deny  the  depravity  of 
human  nature,  and  to  affirm  that  all  men  are  willing 
to  be  holy.  The  great  difficulty,  then,  is,  to  make 
them  willing  to  he  saved,  in  the  Bible  sense  of  that 
expression,  and  in  the  way  of  God's  appointment ; 
and  this  is  effected  by  the  Spirit's  grace — ^*'  They  are 
a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power.** 
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It  is  important  to  mark,  that  this  is  the  last  stage 
in  the  process,  and  the  completion  of  the  Spirit's 
work,  in  converting  a  sinner.  So  soon  as  he  is  made 
willing,  there  remains  no  barrier  betwixt  him  and  the 
Saviour :  he  is  at  perfect  liberty,  on  God's  own  war- 
rant and  invitation,  nay,  by  God's  express  command, 
to  "  embrace  Jesus  Christ  as  he  is  freely  offered  to 
him  in  the  Gospel."  Of  every  man  who  reads  or 
hears  the  Gospel,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  there  is 
nothing  betwixt  him  and  salvation,  except  his  own 
unwillingness  to  be  saved.  "  Ye  are  not  willing  to 
come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life," — that  is  the 
Saviour's  charge  and  complaint.  "  Whosoever  will,  let 
him  take  of  the  water  of  life  fi-eely," — that  is  the 
Saviour's  call  and  invitation.  The  warrant  of  every 
sinner  to  believe  in  Christ  to  the  saving  of  the  soul 
is  clear ;  it  is  written  as  with  a  sunbeam  in  Scripture ; 
it  lies  wholly  in  the  Word,  which  is  the  Spirit's  mes- 
sage, and  not  at  all  in  the  Spirit's  witness  in  the 
heart.  The  warrant  of  the  Word  is  ample  ;  but  if  any 
feel  that,  even  with  this  warrant  in  his  hand,  there  is 
something  within  which  keeps  him  back — a  depraved 
heart,  a  rebellious  will,  a  reluctant  spirit,  —  oh !  let 
him  acknowledge  his  own  helplessness,  and  cast  him- 
self, with  the  simplicity  of  a  little  child,  on  the  grace 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  ! 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SPIRIT  IN  ENLIGHTENING  THE 

MIND. 

Having  considered  the  general  design  of  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit,  in  reference  both  to  the  World  and  the 
Church,  and  described  the  course  or  process  by  which 
a  soul  is  translated  from  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into 
the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son ;  I  propose  to  illustrate, 
separately,  the  various  parts  of  the  Spirit's  work,  ox 
his  successive  operations  on  the  soul,  from  the  time 
when  it  is  first  taken  under  his  teaching,  till  it  is  made 
"  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light." 

One  of  his  most  necessary  operations  is  that  by 
which  he  conveys  spiritual  light  into  the  understand- 
ing  ;  and  to  this  part  of  his  work — which  is  indeed 
so  important,  that  it  is  often  put  for  the  whole — ^the 
apostle  refers,  when,  speaking  of  the  Holy  Ghost  as 
"  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation,"  he  prays  thai 
by  the  Spirit  "  the  eyes  of  our  understanding  may  be 
enlightened"  (Eph.  i.  17,  18),  and  when  he  describes 
true  converts  as  having  had  their  eyes  opened,  and 
having  been  turned  from  darkness  to  light ;  nay,  tran- 
slated  out  of  darkness  into  God's  marvellous  light. 
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The  illnmmating  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  may  he 
said  to  he  the  groundwork  of  all  his  other  operations ; 
for  it  is  hy  the  tmth  known  and  helieved  that  the 
Spirit  fdlfiis  all  the  fonctions  of  his  glorious  office.* 
Bj  enlightening  the  mind  in  the  knowledge  of  sin, 
he  lays  a  groundwork  for  the  work  of  conviction  ;  hy 
enabling  us  to  see  the  import  and  meaning  of  the 
Gospel,  he  proposes  motives  for  conversion  ;  by  teach- 
ing us  right  yiews  of  God  and  of  ourselves,  our  pri- 
Tileges,  and  prospects,  he  supplies  us  with  means  of 
comfort ;  by  showing  us  the  nature  and  necessity  of 
Gospel  holiness,  he  carries  forward  the  work  of  sane- 
tijkation  ;  by  disclosing  to  us  scriptural  views  of  our 
^iritoal  necessities,  he  calls  forth  the  spirit  oi prayer  ; 
and,  generally,  he  doth  whatever  he  is  wont  to  do, 
bj  means  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Hence  it  is 
important  to  give  due  consideration  to  this  part  of  the 
Spirit's  work,  that  we  may  be  prepared  to  understand, 
and  rightly  to  improve,  whatever  we  shall  find  revealed 
respecting  his  other  operations  on  the  soul. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  inseparable  connection,  or  rather 
the  real  affinity  of  all  the  saving  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
that  none  of  them  can  exist  without  being  accom- 
panied or  followed  by  all  the  rest ;  and  hence  any  one 
of  them  may  be  used  to  signify  the  presence  of  alF 
Thus,  knowledge,  faithy  repentance^  and  love  are  seve- 
rally spoken  of  in  Scripture  as  either  comprehending 

*  On  this  important  subject,  the  author  refers  his  readers  to  a  Treatise 
by  President  Edwards,  on  '*  The  Reality  of  Spiritual  Light."—  Works,  mi. 
Tiii.  p.  5.  Professor  Haliburton  on  *'  The  Nature  of  Faith  ;"  and  Dr 
Owen's  Discourses  on  "  The  Reason  of  Faith ;"  and  "  The  Causes,  Sec, 
of  UndersUnding  the  Word  of  God. " 
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or  implying  every  thing  that  is  essential  to  a  sinner's 
salyation  ;  and  hence  a  full  exposition  of  any  one  of 
these  fruits  of  the  Spirit  might  embrace  a  description 
of  the  whole  of  the  Spirit's  work.  It  is  not,  then, 
with  the  view  of  separating  betwixt  them,  or  assign- 
ing the  precise  order  of  their  production,  that  we  dis- 
tinguish one  part  of  the  Spirit's  work  from  another  ; 
but  rather  with  the  view  of  unfolding  it,  in  all  the 
magnitude  of  its  extent,  and  the  variety  of  its  aspects, 
as  it  is  exhibited  in  the  Gospel. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  enlightener  of  God's  people, 
and  imparts  spiritual  illumination  to  their  minds. 

This  part  of  the  Spirit's  work  implies  a  previous 
state  of  spiritual  darkness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  the  subjects  of  it ;  and  the  natural  state  of  all 
men  is  very  frequently  represented  under  the  figures 
of  darkness,  blindness,  and  ignorance.  They.;  are 
described  as  "  walking  in  the  vanity  of  their  minds, 
having  the  understanding  darkened,  being  alienated 
irom  the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in 
them,  because  of  the  blindness  of  their  heart."  And 
again,  "  The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him ; 
neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually 
discerned." 

Here  observe,  that  this  spiritual  darkness  is  univer^ 
saly — it  is  afi&rmed  of  all  the  Gentiles,  and  we  shall 
find  that  it  is  also  afiSrmed  of  all  the  unbelieving  Jews : 
it  belongs  to  the  "  natural  man,"  or  to  every  man  as 
he  is  by  nature.  It  is  not  dispelled  by  those  common 
notions  of  God  and  divine  things,  which  an  unrenewed 
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Bund  may  acquire  in  the  exercise  of  its  own  faculties. 
Nor  is  its  prevailing  power  disproved  bj  the  existence 
of  these  notions,  anj  more  than  the  prevailing  power 
of  sin  is  disproved  by  the  existence  of  some  notions  of 
the  difference  betwixt  right  and  wrong.  Nay,  as  in 
nature  itself  there  is  '^  no  darkness  without  a  mixture 
of  light"* — such  light  as  serves  only  to  make  "the 
darkness  visible,"  so  is  it  with  the  unrenewed  soul — 
its  common  notions  of  God  are  not  sufficient  to  dispel 
the  darkness  in  which  it  is  shrouded  ;  and  hence  the 
apostle,  in  one  place,  declares,  that  when  "  men  knew 
God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God;"  and,  regarding 
this  as  a  proof  that  there  was  some  radical  defect  in 
their  knowledge  of  him,  he  speaks  of  it  elsewhere  as 
if  it  were  no  knowledge  at  all ;  for,  says  lie,  "  the 
world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God."  And  nuiy  w(;  not 
apply  to  these  common  notions,  which  have  nothing 
in  them  of  the  true  celestial  light,  the  solemn  remark 
of  our  Lord  himself,  "  If  the  light  that  is  in  tlioe  he 
darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness  "?  This  darkness 
does  not  consist  merely  in  the  absence  of  outward 
Hght,  but  in  the  "  blindness  of  the  mind" — sucli  blind- 
ness as  obstructs  the  entrance  of  the  light,  even  wlien 
it  is  shining  gloriously  around  us.  Thus,  of  the 
mibelieving  Jews  it  is  said,  that  they  remained  in 
spiritual  darkness  with  the  revelation  of  God  in  their 
hands  :  "  But  their  minds  were  blinded :  for  until  this 
day  remaineth  the  same  veil  untaken  away  in  the 
reading  of  the  Old  Testament ;  which  veil  is  dono 
away  in  Christ.     But  even  unto  this  day,  when  Mosea 

*  Howe,  viU.  666. 
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is  read,  the  veil  is  upon  their  heart.  Nevertheless 
when  it  shall  turn  to  the  Lord,  the  veil  shall  he  taken 
away."  (2  Cor.  iii.  14-16.)  A  twofold  veil  is  here 
spoken  of — the  one  which  covered  the  Old  Testament 
hefore  the  advent  of  Christ,  hy  whom  it  was  explained 
as  well  as  fulfilled ;  and  the  other  which  lay  upon  their 
own  souls,  and  which  prevented  them  from  seeing,  even 
when  the  first  "  veil  was  done  away  in  Christ."  And 
so,  of  multitudes  who  live  in  the  full  hlaze  of  Gospel 
light,  it  is  said,  that  they  remain  inwardly  in  a  state 
of  spiritual  darkness ;  for  "  if  our  Gospel  be  hid,  it  is 
hid  to  them  that  are  lost :  in  whom  the  god  of  this 
world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ,  who 
is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them."  (2  Cor. 
iv.  3,  4.)  If  this  spiritual  darkness  be  natural  to  all 
men,  and  if  it  may  exist,  notwithstanding  the  common 
notions  of  God  and  rehgion  which  they  may  acquire 
by  their  natural  faculties,  and  notwithstanding  the  still 
higher  instruction  of  the  written  Word ;  it  follows,  that 
it  can  only  be  removed  by  an  inward  operation  on  the 
mind  itself,  and  this  is  expressly  ascribed  to  the  enlight- 
ening influence  of  his  Spirit.  "The  Lord  is  that  Spirit ; 
and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is  liberty.** 
If  we  would  "  with  open  or  unveiled  face  behold  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,"  it  must  be  "  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord." 

Accordingly,  the  change  which  is  wrought  in  the 
mind  at  the  time  of  its  conversion  is  compared  to  a 
transition  from  darkness  to  light,  or  to  the  change  of 
nJgbt  into  day.     It  is  said  of  the  Father,  that  "  he 
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hath  delivered  ug  from  the  power  of  darkness,  and 
hath  translated  ns  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son," — 
that  ^^  he  hath  called  us  out  of  darkness  into  his  mar* 
TeUous  light ;"  and  of  Christ,  that  he  commissioned 
Paul  ^'  to  open  their  eyes,  to  turn  them  from  darkness 
to  hght,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God :"  hut 
that  this  was  not  to  he  accomplished  hy  mere  human 
teaching,  appears  from  that  striking  passage  where 
Crod  speaks  of  it  as  his  own  peculiar  work,  and  inti 
mates  that  it  could  he  accomplished  hy  no  other  than 
that  creative  power  which,  "when  the  earth  was 
without  form  and  void,  and  darkness  was  upon  the 
&ce  of  the  deep,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon 
the  fece  of  the  waters'*— spoke,  saying,  "  Let  there  he 
light,  and  there  was  light ;"  for,  says  the  apostle, 
"  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jesus  Christ."  And  then  will  the  wondering  disciple 
exclaim,  "  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I  was 
hlind,  now  I  see." 

This  great  change  is  ascrihed  to  the  immediate 
agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  soul.  It  is  ascrihed, 
indeed,  to  the  Father  "  as  the  fountain  of  lights,  from 
whom  cometh  down  every  good  and  perfect  gift ;"  and 
to  the  Son  also,  as  the  anointed  Prophet  of  the 
Church,  "  the  light  of  the  world  f  but  it  is  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
hy  whose  immediate  personal  agency  this  illumination 
of  the  mind  is  wrought.  Our  Lord  himself  promised 
to  send  the  Spirit  as  an  EnlighteneT.     "  "WHcb.  \ie, 
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the  Spirit  oftruth^  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into 
all  truth."  "  He  shall  glorify  me ;  for  he  shall  receire  of 
mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you."  "  The  Comfortet, 
which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will  send 
in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring 
all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said 
unto  you."  And  that  this  precious  promise  was  not 
personal  to  the  apostles,  nor  limited  to  the  primitive 
Church,  appears  from  the  preceding  context :  "  I  will 
pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  Com- 
forter, that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever;  even  the 
Spirit  of  truth;"  by  whose  constant  presence,  and  con- 
tinued grace  in  the  Church,  he  fulfils  that  other  pro- 
mise— "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world." 

There  are  various  distinct  operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  as  the  Enlightener  of  the  soul.  (1.)  As  the 
revealer  of  the  truth,  by  whom  it  was  made  known 
to  the  prophets,  evangelists,  and  apostles, — for  *'  holy 
men  of  old  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Hofy 
Ghost"  " God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  hh 
Spirit;  for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the 
deep  things  of  God."  (2.)  As  the  Author  of  the 
Scriptures,  inspiring  the  prophets,  evangelists,  and 
apostles,  to  write  what  should  be  preserved  and  re- 
corded for  the  conviction  of  the  world,  and  the  com- 
fort of  the  Church,  in  all  ages, — ^for  "  all  Scriptoie 
was  given  by  his  inspiration."  So  that  every  indi- 
vidual stands  indebted  to  the  Holy  Ghost  for  every 
ray  of  light  that  has  ever  beamed  on  his  understand- 
ing Irom  the  page  of  8cn]^t\ue.    T\v&  Bible  is  the 
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Spirit's  message;  it  is  the  text-book  which  he  has 
proyided  for  the  Church.  (3.)  But  there  is,  and 
must  be,  a  more  direct  operation  of  the  Hoi j  Spirit 
on  every  human  soul  that  is  enlightened  by  his 
truth.  It  is  not  enough  that  he  has  revealed  the 
truth  to  his  apostles,  and  that  he  has  embodied  and 
{ureserved  it  in  an  authentic  Bible.  The  glorious  light 
may  shine  anmnd  us,  without  shining  into  our  hearts. 
There  is  a  defective  vision  that  must  be  cured — a 
blind  eye  that  must  be  opened — a  veil  that  must  be 
taken  away — a  thick  darkness  within  which  must  be 
dispelled  by  his  creatiye  mandate, "  Let  there  be  light/ 
Notwithstanding  all  the  abundance  of  Gospel  light,  it 
is  still  true  as  it  ever  was,  that  '^the  natural  man 
receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;"  "  that 
no  man  knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father;  neither 
knoweth  any  man  the  Father,  save  the  Son,  and  he 
to  whomsoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him  ;"  and  that  he 
is  often  pleased  "  to  hide  these  things  from  the  wise 
and  prudent,  and  to  reveal  them  unto  babes." 

The  Word  of  God  is  the  instrument^  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  the  agent^  in  this  great  work  of  illumination. 
The  Bible  is  the  text-book,  but  the  Spirit  is  himself 
the  teacher.  He  is  not  only  the  author  of  that  book, 
but  the  interpreter  of  it  also,  who  guides  us  unto  a 
knowledge  of  its  truths.  He  puts  the  Bible  into  our 
hands,  as  a  "  light  unto  our  feet  and  a  lamp  unto  our 
path  ;"  but,  knowing  that  we  are  naturally  blind,  and 
cannot  see  afar  off,  he  opens  our  eye  and  shines  into 
our  heart.  All  the  truth  which  the  Spirit  ever  teaches 
is  in  the  Word;  but  never  would  it  find  entrance 
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into  our  hearts  unless  he  put  it  there.  The  Word  is 
a  sword — a  sharp  two-edged  sword ;  but  its  efficacj 
depends  on  this — that  it  is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit. 
The  Word  is  a  light ;  but  it  is  "  in  his  light  we  see 
light."  The  entrance  of  his  Word  giveth  light ;  but 
it  obtains  entrance  only  when  he  openeth  the  heart 
Hence  the  prayer  of  the  Psalmist,  "  Open  thou  mine 
eyes,  that  I  may  see  wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law  f 
and  the  still  more  remarkable  prayer  of  the  apostle^ 
"  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  would  grant  you,  ac- 
cording to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  be  strengthened 
with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man."  Here  is 
a  powerful  work  of  the  Spirit  on  the  soul ;  it  must  be 
strengthened  with  might, — and  for  what  end  ?  "  That 
ye  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  saints,  what  is 
the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height ;  and 
to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge, 
that  ye  may  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God,** 
Here  no  new  truth  is  said  to  be  revealed ;  but  what 
is  contained  in  the  Word  is  made  known  by  the  in- 
ward  enlightening  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

On  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  the  efficacy  of  ail 
the  means  of  grace  depends^  and  especially  the  efficacy 
of  the  reading  and  preaching  of  the  Word.  Without 
the  Spirit,  the  ministry  of  the  Word  would  be  utterly 
fruitless  for  all  the  ends  of  saving  conversion.  It 
might  be  a  social  blesdng,  as  a  means  of  keeping 
alive  a  sense  of  common  morality  in  the  world,  but 
never  could  it  be  the  means  of  spiritual  life  to  the 
souly  unless  it  were  accompanied  with  the  enlightening 
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grace  of  the  Spirit.  What  more  powerful  than  the 
ministry  of  the  apostles  ?  what  reasoning  more  Tigor- 
ous, — what  appeals  more  overwhelming, — what  elo- 
quence more  lofity, — what  zeal  more  urgent  than  those 
of  Paul  ?  What  love  so  tender,  what  tenderness  so 
pathetic,  what  pathos  so  touching,  what  unction  so 
rich  and  sweet,  as  those  of  John  ?  What  sacred  orator 
better  furnished  for  his  Tocation  than  Apollos,  of  whom 
it  is  written,  that  '^he  was  an  eloquent  man,  and 
mighty  in  the  Scriptures?"  Yet  even  the  ministiy 
of  in^ired  men,  the  preaching  of  the  very  apostles  of 
Christ,  depended  for  all  its  saving  efficacy  on  the 
grace  of  the  Spirit ;  for,  says  the  apostle,  ''  Who 
then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  ministers  by 
whom  ye  believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every 
man  ?  I  have  planted,  Apollos  watered,  but  God  gave 
the  increase.  So  then  neither  is  he  that  plautcth  any 
thing,  neither  he  that  watereth,  but  God  that  giveth 
the  increase."  "  We  are  labourers  together  with  God  ; 
but  ye  are  God's  husbandry,  ye  are  God's  building." 
Ministers  are  often  employed  as  instruments  in  en- 
lightening and  converting  the  soul ;  and  hence  they 
may  be  said,  ministerially,  to  be  the  spiritual  fathers 
of  their  converts.  Yet  it  is  not  by  their  own  power, 
but  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  so  that  every 
successful  minister  might  well  say  with  the  apostles, 
"  Ye  men  of  Israel,  why  marvel  ye  at  this  ?  or  why 
look  ye  so  earnestly  upon  us,  as  though  by  our  own 
power  or  holiness  we  had  made  this  man  to  walk  V 
This  great  truth,  if  it  shows  the  weakness  of  the 
minister^  wiJJ  also  prove  the  very  strength,  ot  \iia 
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ministry ;  for  never  will  he  feel  so  deeply  impressed 
either  with  the  greatness  of  his  work,  or  the  dignity 
of  his  mission,  as  when  he  is  most  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  the  efficacy  of  all  his  preaching  depends 
on  the  power  of  the  Spirit.  This  will  nerve  him  with 
new  strength,  and  inspire  him  with  new  hope,  when 
all  outward  appearances  are  most  unpromising ;  and 
in  the  strength  of  this  simple  faith,  he  will  stand  pre- 
pared to  deliver  his  message,  before  any  audience* 
savage  or  civilized,  assured  that  the  same  Spirit  who 
has  brought  the  truth  home  to  his  own  soul,  can  also 
bring  it  home,  with  demonstration  and  power,  both  to 
the  obtuse  and  unlettered  peasant,  and  to  the  refined, 
perhaps  the  sceptical,  or  the  scornful  man  of  science. 

The  Word,  the  ministry,  and  other  means  of  in- 
struction, are  adapted  to  the  rational  nature  of  man, 
and  are  in  their  own  nature  fitted  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  employed ;  nay,  men  may,  in  the  use 
of  their  natural  faculties,  be  instructed,  impressed, 
and  affected  by  the  reading  and  hearing  of  the  Word ; 
but  they  cannot  be  savingly  enlightened  without  the 
teaching  of  the  Spirit. 

The  Spirit's  operations  are  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
man,  as  a  rational  and  intelligent  being ;  and  he  works 
in  and  by  the  faculties  of  the  soul.  It  is  the  same 
mind  which  is  now  in  darkness  that  is  translated^into 
marvellous  light;  the  same  understanding  which  is 
now  ignorant  that  is  to  be  informed ;  the  same  eye 
which  is  now  blind  that  is  to  be  opened  and  enabled 
to  see. — The  Spirit  usually  exerts  his  power  by  the 
use  of  appropriate  means.  Omitting  from  our  present* 
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tonsideiation  the  case  of  in^ts,  who  may  be  sanctified 
fiom  the  womb  bj  the  secret  operations  of  the  Spirit, 
it  is  clear  that,  in  the  case  of  adults,  the  mind  is  en- 
lightened instrumentaUj  by  the  truth,  which  is  hence 
called  ^'  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel,"  and  the 
"daj-star  which  rises  on  the  heart.** — The  Word  of 
God  is  an  appropriate  means  of  enlightening  the 
mind ;  it  is  an  instrument  which  is  in  e^ery  respect 
fitted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  employed.  (1  Tim. 
vL  14.)  If  any  remain  in  darkness  with  the  Bible  in 
their  hands,  it  is  not  because  there  is  no  light  in  the 
JKble,  but  because  there  is  no  spiritual  eye  to  discern 
it  All  the  truth  which  an  enlightened  believer  ever 
learns  under  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit,  is  really  con- 
tained in  the  Bible,  although  heretofore  he  had  not 
seen  it  there ;  nay,  much  of  it  may  have  been  con- 
tained in  the  articles  of  his  professed  creed ;  but  it 
was  not  known,  understood,  and  believed  in  its  full 
spiritual  meaning  as  it  is  now.  lie  is  only  brought, 
in  many  cases,  to  see  what  he  formerly  professed  to 
beKeve  in  a  new  light^ — to  understand  and  feel  its 
spiritual  import  and  power,  as  the  truth  of  God. 

Being  an  appropriate  means,  adapted  to  the  faculties 
of  the  human  mind,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  Bible,  like  any  other  book,  may  convey  much 
instruction  to  an  unrenewed  man.  When  it  is  affirm- 
ed that  a  natural  man  cannot  know  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  it  is  not  implied  that  the  Bible  is  unin- 
telligibly written,  or  that  he  cannot  understand  the 
sense  and  meaning  of  scriptural  propositions,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  give  a  rational  account  of  them  ;  foiliema^ 
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inyestigate  the  literal  meaning  of  Scripture,  and,  in 
doing  so,  may  attach  a  definite  idea  to  many  of  its 
statements — may  be  able  to  see  their  mutual  relations 
— to  reason  upon  them,  and  even  to  expound  them ; 
and  yet,  in  the  scriptural  sense,  he  may  be  in  dark- 
ness notwithstanding.  There  are  truths  in  the  Bible 
which  admit  of  being  recognised  and  even  proved  by 
natural  reason,  for  "the  things  of  a  man  may  be 
known  by  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him;"  and 
even  "  the  things  of  the  Spirit,"  when  revealed,  may 
be  so  far  understood  as  to  affect  and  impress  the 
mind  which  is  nevertheless  imconverted.  The  Pha» 
risees  had  "  the  form  of  knowledge  in  the  law ;"  they 
were  the  great  theologians  imder  the  Old  Testament. 
Yet  our  Lord  declares,  that,  studious  and  instructed 
as  they  were,  and  capable  of  expounding  the  writings 
of  Moses,  they  did  not  really  know  God^  nor  under- 
stand the  writings  of  Moses.  Simon  Magus  must 
have  had  some  correct  notional  acquaintance  with  the 
leading  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  been  able  to  put 
them  forth  in  intelligible  propositions,  when  he  made 
that  profession  of  faith  which  the  apostles  themselves 
regarded  as  a  sufficient  ground  for  his  admission  to 
the  sacrament  of  baptism.  Yet  he  had  not  been 
spiritually  enlightened,  for  "  he  was  still  in  the  gall 
of  bitterness  and  the  bond  of  iniquity."  So  our  Lord 
himself  speaks  of  some  who  hear  the  Word,  and  anon 
withyo^  receive  it.  They  not  only  have  some  notion 
of  its  meaning,  but  some  impressions  of  its  power ; 
yet  they  have  not  the  "  light  of  life."  They  are  like 
Herodf  "  who  feared  John,  knowing  that  he  was  a  just 
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maji  and  an  holy,  and  observed  him ;  and  when  ho 
heard  him,  he  did  many  things,  and  heard  him  gladly." 
There  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  the  views  even  of 
niUural  men  on  the  subject  of  divine  truth, — a  dif- 
ference which  is  strikingly  exemplified  by  the  very 
different  language  of  the  three  Roman  governors — 
Festos,  Agrippa,  and  Felix,  in  reference  to  the  preach* 
ing  of  Paul.  Festus  spoke  out  in  the  bold  language 
(^a  natural  man,  to  whom  the  preaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel -w^A foolishness  :  "  Paul,  thou  art  beside  thyself; 
much  learning  doth  make  thee  mad."  Agrippa  was 
impressed  and  moved,  for  he  said,  '^  Almost  thou  per- 
snadest  me  to  be  a  Christian ; "  and  Felix  was  still 
more  deeply  moved,  for,  "  as  Paul  reasoned  of  righte- 
ousness, temperance,  and  judgment  to  come,  Felix 
trembled"  The  natural  man,  then,  may  know  some- 
thing of  divine  truth, — he  may  even  be  impressed 
and  affected  by  it,  without  acquiring  that  saving 
knowledge  which  our  Ijord  himself  declares  to  be 
"  eternal  life." 

The  natural  man  is  capable  of  acquiring,  by  the  use 
of  his  rational  faculties,  such  an  acquaintance  with  the 
truths  of  God's  "Word  as  is  sufficient  to  make  him 
responsible  for  his  treatment  of  it.  Not  to  enlarge 
upon  other  points,  let  us  take  the  doctrine  which 
affirms  the  darkness  of  the  human  understanding,  and 
the  necessity  of  the  enlightening  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  is  often  supposed  to  destroy  the  grounds 
of  human  responsibility  in  this  respect ;  unless  he  be 
taught  of  God,  he  cannot  have  such  an  experimental 
knowledge  of  that  doctrine  as  belongs  to  the  exexcised 
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believer,  and  probably  he  wiU  not  submit  to  it;  but 
it  is  stated,  nevertheless,  in  plain  intelligible  language 
— he  cannot  read  his  Bible  without  being  made  aware 
that  it  contains  this  truth,  nor  can  he  exercise  his 
understanding  upon  it,  without  acquiring  some  gene- 
ral knowledge  of  its  import;  and  that  knowledge, 
although  neither  spiritual  nor  saving,  is  amply  suffi- 
cient  as  a  groimd  of  moral  obligation.  And  farther, 
he  may  also  learn  from  the  same  source,  and  in  the 
same  way,  how  it  is  that  the  enlightening  grace  of  the 
Spirit  is  obtained,  for  he  cannot  read  such  passages  aa 
these :  "  If  any  man  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God, 
who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not, 
and  it  shall  be  given  him;"  and  "if  ye,  being  evil, 
know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how 
much  more  will  your  Father  in  heaven  give  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him;" — ^he  cannot  read 
such  passages  as  these  without  forming  some  notion 
of  prayer  as  the  means  by  which  his  natural  darkness 
may  be  dispelled ;  and  if,  notwithstanding  his  clear 
natural  perception  of  such  doctrines,  he  either  reives 
to  believe  them,  or  persists  in  neglecting  prayer  for 
the  Holy  Spirit — he  must  be  dealt  with  hereafter  on 
a  very  different  principle,  and  tried  by  a  very  different 
rule  of  judgment  from  that  which  alone  is  applicable 
to  those  who  have  no  Bible  to  teach  them,  or  no 
rational  mind  to  be  taught. — You  cannot  have  sat 
under  a  Gospel  ministry  for  years  without  acquiring 
such  knowledge  as  is  abundantly  sufficient  to  lay  you 
under  the  most  weighty  responsibilities.  It  is  a  solemn 
reflection,  that  this  knowledge  must  either  prove  "  the 
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MiTOiir  of  life  unto  life,"  or  '^  the  savour  of  death  unto 
death/'  If  it  be  not  the  means  of  your  conversion^  it 
ifill  be  the  ground  of  jour  condemnation ^  ^^  For  this 
is  the  condemnation,  that  light  hath  come  into  the 
world,  and  that  men  have  loved  darkness  rather  than 
light,  because  their  deeds  were  evil.  But  he  that 
loveth  the  light,  cometh  to  the  light;"  and  he  that 
loveth  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  will  not  shrink  from 
the  enlightening  work  of  the  Spirit. 

Still,  it  must  ever  be  remembered,  that  whatever 
knowledge  a  natural  man  may  acquire  by  the  exercise 
of  his  rational  faculties  on  the  Word  of  God,  that 
knowledge  is  neither  spiritual  nor  saving,  unless  he 
be  enlightened  by  the  Spirit. — Were  I  asked  to  state 
what  is  the  specific  difference  betwixt  the  natural 
and  the  spiritual  knowledge  of  divine  truth,  or  how 
they  may  best  be  distinguished  from  each  other,  I 
should  /eel  the  difficulty  that  is  usually  attendant 
on  a  discrimination  betwixt  two  states  of  mind, 
which  have  some  common  resemblance,  and  whose 
difference  consists  in  a  quality  of  which  the  natural 
man  knows  nothing,  because  he  has  no  experience 
of  it.  As  it  is  difficult  to  convey  an  idea  of  colour 
to  the  blind,  or  of  music  to  the  deaf,  so  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  describe  to  a  natural  man  the  peculiar  percep- 
tions of  one  whose  eyes  have  been  opened  by  the 
Spirit, — and  the  difficulty  is  not  diminished  but  in- 
creased by  the  fact,  that  he  has  a  kind  of  knowledge 
which  is  common  to  him  with  the  true  believer,  and 
which  is  too  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  that  which  the 
Gospel  requires.     Perhaps  the  nearest  approach  thai 
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we  can  make  to  an  explanation,  may  be,  by  asking 
you  to  conceive  of  a  ma[n  who  sees,  but  has  no  sense 
of  beauty,  or  of  a  man  who  hears,  but  has  no  sense  of 
harmony ;  just  such  is  the  case  of  a  natural  man,  who 
sees  the  truth  without  perceiving  its  spiritual  excel- 
lence, and  on  whose  ear  the  soimd  of  the  Gospel  falls 
without  awakening  music  in  his  soul.  Saving  know- 
ledge is  not  a  knowledge  of  the  dead  letter  or  out- 
ward form  of  the  Gospel,  but  a  knowledge  of  the^ 
truth  in  "the  light,  and  lustre,  and  glory  of  it;"  a 
"  gustful  knowledge,"  *  which  has  in  it  a  relish  of  the 
truth  as  excellent :  "  O  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is 
good."  It  is  "  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ."  Just  conceive 
of  the  different  views  of  Christ  which  were  entertain- 
ed by  those  with  whom  he  mingled  in  Judea,  and 
this  will  help  you  to  imderstand  the  difference,  or  at 
least  to  see  that  there  is  one,  betwixt  the  one  kind 
of  knowledge  and  the  other.  All  the  Jews  who  saw 
Christ  had  some  views  concerning  him;  but  to  the 
carnal  eye  "  he  had  no  form  nor  comeliness ;  and  when 
they  saw  him,  there  was  no  beauty  that  they  should 
desire  him ;"  while  to  the  spiritual  eye,  he  was  "  fairer 
than  ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lovely;*'  for,  says 
the  apostle,  "  He  dwelt  amongst  us,  and  we  beheld  his 
glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
full  of  grace  and  truth."  And  just  as  it  was  then,  so 
is  it  now :  as  Christ,  the  sum  and  substance  of  the 
Gospel,  came  as  the  light,  "  and  the  darkness  compre- 
hended it  not,'* — as  "  he  was  in  the  world,  and  the 

*  Professor  Haliburton.  '* 
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was  made  bj  him,  and  the  world  knew  him 
o  the  Grospel,  which  is  Christ  reyealed,  may  be 
id  heard, — ^yet  "  seeing  we  maj  not  perceive, 
iring  we  may  not  miderstand,"  until  the  Spirit 
if  the  things  of  Christ  and  show  them  unto  us," 
lining  into  our  hearts." 

ther  difference  betwixt  the  two  kinds  of  know- 
wnsists  in  this,  that  true  spiritual  light  carries 
a  self-evidencing  power,  and  is  accompanied 
heartfelt  conyiction  of  its  certainty — a  cordial 
>f  its  truth.  When  the  eye  is  opened  to  see 
»ry  of  the  Gospel,  the  mind  has  an  intuitive 
ion  of  its  divine  authority — it  "commends  itself 
conscience  in  the  sight  of  God,"  and  the  sinner 
At ''  God  is  in  it  of  a  truth."  God  has  "mag- 
lis  Word  above  all  his  name ;"  it  bears  upon  it 
striking  impress  of  his  di\inc  perfections  than 
ler  manifestation  by  which  he  has  ever  made 
'  known ;  and  when  the  eye  is  opened  to  per- 
irod's  glory  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  mind 
more  believe  that  the  Word  could  be  written, 
lat  the  world  could  be  framed,  by  any  other 
a  omniscient  God. 

the  great  discriminating  test  of  the  difference 
t  the  natural  and  spiritujil  knowledge  of  divine 
is  to  be  found  in  its  practical  influence  and 
fruits.  Spiritual  light  is  accompanied  with  life 
re, — ^it  is  vital  and  powerful,  transforming,  re- 
j,  purifying  the  soul  in  which  it  dwells ;  for  if 
lold  the  glory  of  God,  we  are  thereby  changed 
e  same  image ;  we  love  what  we  discem  lo  \>e 
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good,  we  admire  what  we  perceive  to  be  excellent,  We 
imitate  and  become  conformed  to  what  we  loye  and 
admire ;— -it  is  not  a  cold  light  like  that  of  the  moon 
or  stars,  but  a  lively  light,  accompanied  with  heat 
and  warmth — vivifying,  fructifyiDg ;  it  attunes  all  the 
i^culties  of  the  soul  for  the  service  of  God,  like  the 
light  that  fell  on  the  statue  of  Memnon,  and  awoke 
the  chords  of  his  sleeping  lyre. 

The  difference  betwixt  the  natural  and  spiritual 
knowledge  of  divine  truth,  is  not  only  real  but  great 
It  is  as  the  difference  betwixt  darkness  and  light,  or 
betwixt  night  and  day.  Every  natural  man,  however 
educated,  is  ''  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  throii^h 
the  ignorance  that  is  in  him."  He  may  be  more  leam« 
ed  in  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  more  thoroughly 
fiimished  with  all  literary  erudition,  more  scientific  in 
his  dogmatic  orthodoxy,  more  eloquent  in  illustration 
and  argument,  than  many  of  those  who  are  ^'  taught 
of  God ;"  but  "  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  is  least  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than  he."  It  is  not 
a  difference  in  degree^  but  in  kind.  In  that  which 
is  common  to  both,  the  natural  man  may  have  a 
higher  degree  of  learning  than  the  spiritual ;  but  in 
that  which  is  peculiar  to  such  as  are  taught  of  God, 
there  is  no  room  for  comparison ; — that  kind  of  know- 
ledge, although  it,  too,  admits  of  degrees  as  it  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  people  of  God,  belongs  to  none  else — to 
none  but  such  as  are  taught  by  his  Spirit.  And  this 
difference  is  great,  insomuch  that  the  people  of  GDd, 
whose  eyes  are  opened  to  understand  the  Scriptures, 
are  asdd.  to  have  '^  a  new  understanding  given  to  them," 
— ^^the  Son  of  God  is  come,  «n^  \^V\v  ^-^^iv  ms  an 
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understandiiig  that  we  may  know  him  that  is  true ;" 
not  that  another  fisumltj  is  created,  but  that  the  old  one 
is  thoroughly  renewed.  And  this  change  is  wrought 
on  the  understanding  itself.  It  is  not  enough  that  the 
affections  be  disengaged  from  sin,  so  as  to  remove 
obstmctions  to  the  right  operation  of  a  mind  supposed 
to  be  in  itself  ''pure,  noble,  and  untainted ;"  no,  the 
understanding  has  shared  in  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  and  is 
itself  perverted ;  and  as  such  it  must  be  renewed  by 
Him  who  created  it,  otherwise  it  will  for  ever  distort 
the  light,  however  clearly  it  may  shine  from  the  page 
of  Scripture. 

As  the  understanding  is  the  leading  faculty  of  the 
soul,  and  plainly  designed  to  influence,  control,  and 
govern  every  other  by  its  light ;  so  darkness  here  is  the 
prolific  cause  of  much  moral  and  spiritual  evil.  The 
understanding,  therefore,  must  be  enlightened,  if  the 
heart  is  to  be  renewed.  Spiritual  darkness  is  spoken 
of  in  Scripture, — not  as  a  mere  passive  or  negative 
thing,  but  as  a  positive  power  ; — '•  the  power  of  dark- 
ness" is  expressly  mentioned,  and  the  apostate  angels 
are  represented  as  kept  in  "  chains  of  darkness,"  as  if  it 
imposed  fetters  on  the  soul ;  and  truly  none  can  break 
those  fetters,  but  He  who  caused  the  iron  chain  to  fall 
from  off  the  hands  and  feet  of  his  imprisoned  disciple. 

Our  apostasy  from  God  is  described  as  consisting 
chiefly  in  our  spiritual  darkness.  The  very  end  of 
our  being  was,  that  we  should  "  glorify  God,"  as  in 
telligent  creatures  might  and  ought,  by  perceiving, 
adoring,  and  delighting  in  his  glory :  this  is  the 
highest  exercise  of  angels  and  seraphim.    And  if  noNV 
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a  dark  cloud  conceals  from  us  his  perfections — ^if  we 
can  have  God  present  to  our  thoughts  without  per- 
ceiving his  glory,  this  is  at  once  the  evidence  and  the 
description  of  our  melancholy  fall. 

This  darkness  is  not  only  the  deadly  shade  under 
which  our  enmity  to  God  finds  a  shelter  and  covering, 
hut  it  is  in  some  sense  the  cause  of  that  enmity,  inas- 
much as  it  gives  rise  to  innumerable  prejudices  against 
God,  which  feed  it  and  keep  it  alive,  and  also  to 
multiform  delusions,  varying  from  the  barest  atheism 
up  to  the  most  awfiil  forms  of  superstition ;  and  if 
those  prejudices  and  these  delusions  are  to  be  swept 
away,  and  if  the  enmity  which  they  beget  and  nourish 
is  to  be  slain,  it  must  be  by  Him  who  commanded 
the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  shining  into  our 
hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  illumination  of  the  Spirit  has  reference  to  all 
Gospel  truth,  but  is  given  in  greater  and  less  degrees, 
while  in  every  instance  it  embraces  whatever  is  neces- 
sary to  be  known  and  believed  in  order  to  salvation. 
"Ye  have  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye 
know  all  things."  "The  anointing  which  ye  have 
received  of  him  abideth  in  you ;  and  ye  need  not  that 
any  man  teach  you :  but  as  the  same  anointing  teach- 
eth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth,  and  is  no  lie,  and 
even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in  him." 
From  these  words  it  is  plain,  that  every  one  who  is 
taught  of  God,  knows  whatever  is  necessary  to  be 
believed  in  order  to  salvation,  and  that  he  is  not  left 
absolutely  to  depend  on  mere  human  teaching ;  but  it 
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is  equally  clear  from  the  context,  that  this  anointing 
does  not  supersede  the  use  of  such  helps,  and  such 
means  of  information  as  God  has  graciously  proyided 
fwhis  Church ;  on  the  contrary,  the  same  apostle  says, 
'^  I  write  unto  you  fathers,  hecause  ye  have  knoHn 
him  that  is  from  the  heginning;  I  write  unto  you 
Httle  children,  hecause  ye  ha^e  known  the  Father;" 
'^I  haye  not  written  unto  you  hecause  yc  know  not 
the  truth,  hut  hecause  ye  know  it."  The  apostle's 
letter  was  designed  and  fitted  for  their  instruction, 
and  was  useful,  not  only  in  '^  stirring  up  their  piure 
minds  hy  way  of  rememhrance,"  hut  also  in  helping 
them  to  apply  the  truth  to  the  exigencies  of  their  con- 
dition, as  one  that  exposed  them  to  the  seductions  of 
false  teachers,  and  in  enabling  them  to  grow  in  the 
knowledge  of  God ;  for  among  Christians  there  are 
degrees  of  spiritual  light,  as  among  natural  men  there 
are  degrees  of  secular  knowledge ;  and  the  one  kind 
of  knowledge  admits  of  growth  and  increase,  and 
depends  on  the  use  of  ordinary  means,  not  less  than 
the  other.  We  may  know  the  Lord,  like  A  polios ;  yet 
we  may  be  brought,  like  him,  to  "  know  the  way  of 
the  Lord  more  perfectly."  As  the  knowledge  which 
is  common  to  all  who  are  taught  of  God  embraces 
whatever  is  necessary  to  be  known  and  believed  in 
order  to  salvation,  while  being  imparted  in  greater  or 
less  degrees,  there  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  even 
amongst  true  Christians  on  points  of  minor  impor- 
tance, we  see  at  once  the  origin  and  the  nature  of 
that  wonderful  uniformity  of  sentiment  amongst  them 
which  marks  the  unity  of  Christian  faith,  in  regai(i  to 
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all  the  fondamental  truths  of  God's  Word,  while  we 
may  reasonahlj  expect  to  find  a  variety  of  opinions, 
arising  from  different  degrees  of  light,  even  amongst 
such  as  are  in  the  main  and  substantially  at  one. 
And  this  consideration  ought  to  be  improved  as  a 
lesson  of  imiversal  charity  and  of  mutual  forbearance 
among  the  diisciples  of  Christ.  * 

It  is  a  precious  Bible  truth,  that  the  enlightening 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  although  it  be  specially  pro- 
mised to  the  Gospel  ministry  as  that  by  which  alone 
their  peculiar  functions  can  be  successfully  exercised, 
is  not  confined  to  them,  nor  to  any  one  class  or  order  of 
men,  but  is  common  to  all  believers.  Every  private 
person — every  humble  man,  who  takes  his  Bible  in 
his  hand,  and  retires  to  his  closet  to  read  and  meditate 
on  it  there,  is  privileged  to  ask  and  to  expect  the 
teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  "  If  any  man  lack 
wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not ;  and  it  shall  be  given 
him."  The  direct  communication  of  every  soul  with 
God  as  "  the  Father  of  lights,"  with  Christ  as  « the 
light  of  the  world,"  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost  as  "  the 
Spirit  of  truth,"  shows  what  standing  the  Christian 
people  have  in  the  Christian  Church ;  and  that,  al- 
though God  has  graciously  provided  for  them  minis- 
terial helps  and  spiritual  guides,  he  has  not  left  them 
absolutely  dependent  on  any  order  of  men, — still  less 
has  he  subjected  them  to  mere  human  authority  in 
matters  of  faith :  '*  their  faith  must  stand  not  in  the 
wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  Gt)d." 

*  Loye*i  Letten,  p.  ^\%, 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SPIRIT  IN  CONVINCINO  THE 

CONSCIENCE. 

It  is  part  of  the  Spirit's  work  to  convince  the  soul 
of  its  sinfuhiess. 

I.  There  is,  indeed,  a  conscience  in  man,  which 
fulfils  alike  the  functions  of  a  law,  bj  prescribing  the 
path  of  duty, — and  the  functions  of  a  judge,  in  pro- 
nouncing sentence  against  transgression, — a  conscience 
which  impresses  every  man  with  a  sense  of  right  and 
wrong,  and  which  often  visits  the  sinner  with  the 
inward  pangs  of  conviction  and  remorse. 

But  conscience,  while  it  exists,  and  while  it  serves 
many  useful  purposes,  is  not  sufficient  in  its  present 
state  to  awaken  the  soul  to  a  full  sense  of  its  real 
condition,  although  it  be  amply  sufficient  to  render  it 
responsible  to  God  as  a  Judge,  and  to  make  it  a  fit 
subject  for  the  convincing  operations  of  his  Spirit. 

That  in  its  present  state  it  is  not  sufficient  of  itself, 
nor  even  when  it  is  surrounded  with  the  outward  light 
of  the  Gospel,  to  awaken  the  soul  to  a  due  sense  of 
xt3  own  anfulness^  appears  from  various  cona\dex^^ 
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tions: — It  is  manifest  that  conscience  lias  shared, 
like  every  other  faculty  of  our  nature,  in  the  ruinous 
effects  of  the  fall ;  and  the  natural  darkness  of  the 
soul  prevents  it  from  seeing  its  own  corruption.  It 
must  he  so,  indeed,  if  by  the  fall  we  have  lost  the  per- 
ception of  God's  glorify  or  can  no  longer  discern  the 
excellency  of  his  holiness ;  for  our  views  of  sin  stand 
connected  with,  and  must  he  affected  by  our  views  of 
God ;  one  vivid  view  of  his  glorious  character  being 
sufficient  to .  make  the  sinner  tremble  at  the  sight  .of 
his  own  vileness,  and  to  exclaim  with  Job,  "  I  have 
heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine 
eye  seeth  thee :  wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent 
in  dust  and  ashes/'  In  as  far,  then,  as  the  &11  has 
"  alienated  us  from  the  life  of  God  through  the  igno- 
rance that  was  in  us,  because  of  the  blindness  of  our 
hearts,"  in  the  same  proportion  must  it  have  weakened 
that  power  of  moral  perception,  or  that  principle  of 
conscience  which  should  convince  the  soul  of  its  own 
sinfulness ;  and  never,  till  it  is  restored  to  a  spiritual 
acquaintance  with  Gx>d,  will  it  come  to  see  its  guilt 
in  all  its  loathsomeness  and  aggravations.  2.  That 
natural  conscience,  unaided  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  is 
not  sufficient  of  itself  to  bring  a  man  to  a  right  sense 
of  his  own  sinfulness,  appears  farther  from  the  ten- 
dency of  habitual  sin  to  sear  and  deaden  the  con- 
science, whereby  it  comes  to  pass,  according  to  the 
sovereign  appointment  of  God,  that  conscience  be- 
comes weaker,  in  proportion  as  sin  grows  stronger  in 
the  soul,  till  the  sinner  may  arrive  at  a  point  of 
degeneracy  at  which  he  is  wholly  ^ven  over  to  a 
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."probate  mind,  and  so  ^  from  being  condemned  by 
ja  conscience,  he  may  dare  to  justify  his  wickedness 
fj  ^  calling  good  evil  and  eyil  good,"  and  instead  of 
being  ashamed  of  his  guilt,  may  even  '^  glory  in  his 
shame."  We  read  of  some  whose  '^  mind  and  con- 
science is  defiled ;"  and  of  others  '^  haying  their  con* 
science  seared  with  a  hot  iron," — ^the  habitual  practice 
of  sin  having  a  deadening  influence  over  that  principle 
hy  which  alone  sin  is  checked  or  condemned.    This 

m 

natural  provision  is  in  accordance  with  the  great  law 
of  moral  retribution  which  is  laid  down  in  Scripture—- 
a  law  which  insures  the  progressive  improvement  of 
those  who  make  a  right  use  of  the  imperfect  light 
diey  have,  and  the  rapid  degeneracy  of  those  who  cor- 
rapt  or  abuse  it ;  '^  for  whosoever  hath  to  him  shall 
be  given ;  and  whosoever  hath  not,  from  him  shall  be 
taken  even  that  which  he  seeineth  to  have  "  (or  tbink- 
eth  that  he  hath).  Now,  if  this  be  the  natural  law  of 
conscience,  that  its  moral  perceptions  become  dead, 
and  its  condemning  power  weak  in  proportion  as  the 
power  of  sin  becomes  habitual  and  inveterate ;  it  fol- 
lows, that  the  more  need  there  is  for  a  thorough  work 
of  conviction,  the  less  is  it  to  be  expected  from  the  mere 
operation  of  natural  conscience ;  and  that,  if  the  Spirit 
of  God  do  not  interpose,  the  case  of  such  a  soul  is  hope- 
less. But  lest  it  should  be  thought  that  this  second 
proof  applies  only  to  the  case  of  gross  and  hardened 
transgressions  of  the  divine  law ;  let  me  observe  farther, 
3.  That  the  experience  of  the  more  decent  members 
of  society,  and  even  of  many  formal  members  of  the 
Churchy  affords  sanple  evidence  that  natural  con- 
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science,  unenlighfened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  not 
BufBcient  to  conYince  the  soul  of  its  sinfulness;  for 
of  manj  such  may  it  be  said  with  truth,  that  they 
have  no  just  idea  of  sin  as  in  its  own  nature,  and  in 
all  its  manifestations,  an  odious  and  haleiiil  thing. 
Natural  conacieace  in  such  men  takes  cognizance 
chiefly  of  gross  outward  transgressions,  and  of  these, 
too,  maiiily  as  ihey  stand  connected  with  the  peace 
and  order  of  society,  or  with  the  decencies  and  pro- 
prieties of  social  life ; — it  is  a  mere  prudential  reaaon; 
but  of  sin,  as  it  appears  iu  the  sight  of  God,  it  thinlu 
little,  and  still  less  of  those  heart-sins,  and  that  radi- 
cal depravity  from  which  ail  actual  transgressions 
proceed.  It  condemns  murder, — but  does  it  equally 
condemn  pride  ?  It  condemns  filial  ingratitude  and 
disohedieiice  to  an  earthly  parent, — hut  does  it  eqttally 
condemn  ungodliness,  which  is  the  natural  elem^it  of 
every  unrenewed  mind,  and  which  implies  filial  in- 
gratitude and  disobedience  to  our  Father  in  heaven ! 
How  can  it  discern  the  inherent  turpitude  of  mn, 
unless  it  be  taught  the  inherent  loveliness  of  what  is 
spiritual  and  divine  ?  and  whence  can  this  be  learned, 
but  from  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  ?  In  fa^t,  the  wocb 
of  conviction  implies  a  work  of  illaminaltoti,  and  il 
based  upon  it.  It  is  by  enlightening  the  mind  to 
discern  the  truth,  that  the  Spirit  quickens  the  con- 
science ;  and  so  long  as  the  mind  remains  in  dark- 
ness, the  conscience  is  prone  to  sleep.  It  is  when 
the  light  of  God  shines  into  the  heart  that  hia  vice- 
gerent there  starts  from  his  slumbers,  and  lifls  a  re- 
spoimivo  Toice  to  the  call  of  his  Master.     And  bencfi 
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it  is  that  we  read  of  an  enlightened  conscience — a 
conscience  that  pronounces  truly  when  it  is  rightlj 
informed. 

4.  The  necessity  of  a  convincing  work  of  the  Spirit 
fiffther  appears,  from  the  fact,  that  it  is  the  most  diffi- 
cult of  all  things  to  fix  the  mind  of  any  man  on  a  due 
consideration  of  sin.  Try  to  fix  your  own  mind  for 
any  length  of  time  on  a  steady  consideration  of  sin,  or 
endeaYonr  to  fix  the  mind  of  any  child,  or  servant,  or 
Mend  you  have  on  this  exercise,  and  you  will  at  once 
find  that  it  is  all  hut  impossible  to  succeed.  The 
mind  recoils  from  it.  It  will  dwell  on  the  sins  of 
others,  especially  if  they  have  provoked  its  resentment 
by  a  sense  of  wrong  done  to  itself;  but  on  sin  in  its 
own  nature,  and  especially  on  its  own  sins,  it  cannot 
dwdl — ^it  flies  off  to  some  other  and  more  inviting 
subject ;  or,  instead  of  seeking  to  know  their  real  sen- 
timents, it  busies  itself  in  devising  plausible  excuses, 
and  in  putting  blinds,  as  it  were,  on  its  o\^ii  eyes. 
And  so  is  it  even  when  the  subject  is  forced  on  its 
attention,  and  the  ear  is  compelled  to  listen  to  a  full 
exposition  of  the  subject ; — the  most  searching  sermon 
finis  to  convince,  unless  it  be  carried  home  with  de- 
monstration of  the  Spirit  and  with  power.  How  often 
does  the  sinner  hear  that  "  every  sin  deserveth  the 
wrath  and  curse  of  God," — that  it  is  "  an  abominable 
thing  which  the  Lord  hateth,*' — that  it  is  a  '*  great 
wickedness" — a  loathsome  disease — a  hell-deserving 
crime;  and  yet,  either  attaching  no  definite  meaning 
to  the  plainest  language  that  can  be  employed,  or 
shifitin^  the  charge  away  irom  himself  to  otheis,  ox 


116  THE  WORK  OP  THE  SPIRIT 

inwardly  deceiving  himself  by  some  plausible  pretext 
or  other,  he  sits  unawed,  unmoved,  and  rises  and 
retires  to  his  home  without  one  salutary  conviction  on 
his  conscience — without  one  impression  deep  enough 
to  trouble  his  peace.  And  hence  the  free  proclama- 
tion of  a  free  salvation  passes  unheeded,  because  as 
yet  he  feels  no  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  has  no  concern 
for  his  soul.  If  any  sinner,  then,  is  to  be  brought 
to  such  real  heart  concern  about  the  state  of  his  soul 
as  is  necessary  for  his  thorough  conversion,  he  muafc 
be  convinced  of  sin  by  a  power  above  that  of  mere 
natural  conscience, — even  by  the  "power  of  the  Spirit 
of  God. 

II.  In  convincing  of  sin,  the  Spirit  of  God,  acting 
agreeably  to  the  moral  constitution  of  our  nature, 
takes  the  conscience  as  the  subject  of  his  operations, 
and  seeks  to  enlighten^  quicken^  and  invigorate  it  by 
the  light  and  power  of  divine  truth. 

It  is  the  conscience  that  is  the  subject  of  his  opera- 
tion. It  is  the  moral  faculty — ^the  faculty  of  discri- 
minating betwixt  right  and  wrong,  which  makes  us  fit 
subjects  for  the  convincing  work  of  the  Spirit.  Had 
we  no  conscience,  we  should  be  incapable  of  moral 
convictions— as  are  the  living  but  irresponsible  beasts 
of  the  field,  and  fowls  of  the  air.  But  under  the 
ashes  of  our  ruined  nature,  there  are  certain  '^  sparks 
of  celestial  fire,"  the  lights  of  conscience,  which,  dim 
and  decayed,  are  yet  not  extinguished ;  and  which 
render  us  responsible  on  the  one  hand,  and  susceptible 
of  being  renewed  on  the  other.  And  just  as  natural 
reason  is  capable  of  discemiog  s^^ixitual  things  when 


IN  COHYIIICINQ  THE  CONSCIENCE.  ]  17 

it  is  enlightened  by  the  Spirit ;  so  natural  conscience 
18  capable  of  discerning  the  evil  of  sin,  when  it  is 
rectified  and  strengthened  by  the  Spirit. 

Bat  while  conscience  is  the  subject  of  true  con- 
riction,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  the  author  of  it.     lie 
works  in  and  by  the  conscience ;  so  that,  while  the 
%»irit  reprores  and  convicts  the  sinner,  the  sinner  is 
self-Feproyed  and  self-condemned.      Tlie  conscience 
is  quickened  by  the  Spirit  out  of  that  lethargy  into 
which  it  had  fiallen,  through  the  benumbing  influence 
of  sin ;   it  is  invigorated  and  reinforced  with  new 
eneigy  by  the  Spirit,  having  fresh  Hfe  and  power 
infused  into  it ;  it  is  called  into  action  on  its  appro- 
priate objects  by  the  Spirit,  and  enabled  steadily  to 
▼iew  the  sins  with  which  the  transgressor  is  charge- 
able ;  and  above  all,  it  is  enlightened  by  the  Spirit, 
so  as  to  discern  sin  in  the  light  of  truth.     Thus  con- 
science,  once  darkened,  and   inert,   and   powerless, 
acquires  prodigious  energy,  and  becomes  one  of  the 
most  active  and  powerful  principles  of  the  soul  ;  pre- 
scribing the  law,  and  pronouncing  the  sentence  of 
judgment  in  that  inner  chamber  of  judicature  from 
which  there  lies  no  appeal,  but  to  God  himself.     Con- 
science, once  awakened  by  a  ray  of  spiritual  light,  is 
an  awfiil  thing  ;  and  what  tremendous  power  it  may 
acquire,  when  it  is  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  energy  which  it  puts  forth  when  it 
is  called  into  action  by  the  reproofs  of  mere  human 
faithfulness.     Let  a  man  commit  a  secret  sin,  and  so 
long  as  no  human  eye  was  supposed  to  be  privy  to  his 
guilt,  he  may  contnre  to  lull  bia  conscience  to  slee^  *, 
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but  let  a  friend  charge  him  with  the  fact,  or  even  hint 
a  suspicion  of  it,  and  the  mantling  cheek,  the  agitated 
look,  the  trembling  frame,  will  at  once  evince  how 
one's  conscience  may  be  quickened  into  tremendous 
action  by  a  ray  of  light  passing  to  it  from  anoth» 
mind ;  and,  successful  as  he  may  have  been  in  quell'* 
ing  his  own  remorseful  thoughts,  by  devising  pallia^     . 
tions  of  his  guilt,  he  will  no  longer  attempt  to  denj 
the  sinfulness  of  the  fact,  but  try  to  disprove  the  fact    ^ 
itself,  ai^  the  only  possible  way  of  escaping  from  the    j 
sure  decision  of  another  man  s  conscience  on  his  case,    i 
This  instructive  and  familiar  example  shows  that  all    i 
along  conscience  is  alive  in  the  sinner  s  breast — ^not     j 
dead  but  asleep,  and  how  easily  it  may  be  awakened    j 
into  vigorous  conviction  by  a  single  ray  of  heaven's    1 
light  piercing  through  the  veil  of  nature's  darkness,    ; 
by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  j 

The  Spirit  of  God  thus  quickens  the  conscience    i 
by  the  light  and  power  of  divine  truth.    The  truth    j 
is  the  instrument  by  which  this  change  is  wrought* 
He  reproves  by  enlightening.     He  reaches  the  con- 
science through  the  medium  of  the  understanding. 
It  is  not  a  mere  physical  change,  or  a  change  wrou^t 
out  in  a  way  that  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  our  moral 
nature ;  but  a  moral  change  accomplished  by  moral 
means,  adapted  to  that  nature,  and  fitted  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  employed.     He  finds  entrance 
for  the  light  of  truth,  and  the  conscience  once  enlight- 
ened acts  its  appropriate  part,  and  pronounces  its  ' 
unerring  sentence. 

The  truths  of  God's  Word  are  the  means  of  con- 
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yiction,  and  almost  every  one  of  these  truths  may  be 
employed  for  this  end.     The  principal  means  of  con- 
yiction  is  the  lata — ^the  law  of  God  in  its  purity, 
spirituality,  and  power ;  for  '^  by  the  law  is  the  know- 
ledge of  sin,"  and  ^'  the  law  is  our  schoolmaster  to 
bring  ns  to  Christ."    The  law  in  its  holy  command- 
ment— ^the  law  in  its  awful  curse — the  law  in  its  spiri- 
tual nature,  as  reaching  to  the  heart,  and  in  all  its 
length  and  breadth  as  extending  over  every  depart- 
ment of  human  life — the  law  in  its  condemning  power, 
whereby  '^  every  mouth  must  be  stopt,  and  all  the 
worid  must  become  guilty  before  God ;" — this  law  is 
unfolded  to  the  understanding,  and  applied  to  the 
conscience  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  immediately,  by  its 
own  self-evidencing  light,  it  convinces ;  the  conscience 
is  constrained  to  do  homage  to  the  law,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge that  "  the  law  is  holy,  and  the  command- 
ment holy,  and  just,  and  good  ;"  while,  self-convicted 
and  self- condemned,  the  sinner  exclaims,  "  But  I  am 
carnal,  sold  under  sin."     And  yet  it  is  not  a  new  law, 
nor  one  of  which  the  sinner  had  heretofore  been  en- 
tirely ignorant,  that  becomes  the  means  of  his  convic- 
tion ;  he  may  have  read  and  repeated  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments a  hundred  times,  and  may  be  familiar 
with  the  letter  of  God's  requirements,  and  yet  some 
one  of  these  very  commandments  may  now  become 
as  an  arrow  in  his  conscience — ^the  very  sword  of  the 
Spirit.     A  notional  acquaintance  with  the  law  is  one 
thing, — a  spiritual  experience  of  its  power  is  another. 
Witness  the  case  of  the  apostle  Paul — an  educated 
man,  brought  up  at  the  feet  o£  Gamaliel,  walking  (torn 
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his  youth  upwards,  according  to  the  straitest  sect  of 
the  law,  a  Pharisee ;  who  can  douht  that  he  was 
familiar  with  the  letter  of  God's  law  ?  yet,  being 
destitute  of  any  spiritual  experience  of  its  power,  he 
regarded  himself  as  having  been  without  any  due 
knowledge  of  the  law,  till  he  was  taught  by  the  Spirit 
of  God ;  for  says  he,  "  I  was  alive  without  the  law 
once ;  but  when  the  commandment  came,  sin  revived, 
and  I  died."  Previously  he  had  only  that  natural 
and  common  knowledge  which  he  elsewhere  describes 
as  "  the  form  of  knowledge,  and  of  the  truth  in  the 
law."  And  what  was  it  that  converted  the  form 
into  substance  ?  it  was  one  of  those  very  command- 
ments which  he  had  often  read  and  repeated,  without 
perceiving  its  spiritual  import,  or  feeling  its  convinc- 
ing power.  "  I  had  not  known  sin  but  by  the  law, 
for  I  had  not  knowm  lust,  except  the  law  had  said, 
Thou  shalt  not  covet"  He  seizes  the  Tenth  Com- 
mandment— a  commandment  which  directly  refers  to 
the  state  of  a  man's  heart ;  and  finding  that  his  heart 
cannot  stand  the  test  of  a  law  so  pure  and  spiritual, 
he  is  inw^ardly  convinced  of  sin  as  well  as  made  con- 
scious of  its  power ;  and  so  every  sinner  who  obtains 
a  glimpse  of  the  real  nature  of  the  divine  law,  which, 
like  its  heart-searching  Author,  is  heart-searching  too, 
must  on  the  instant  feel,  that  if  this  law  be  the  rule 
of  judgment,  then,  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  shall  no 
flesh  living  be  justified ;  for  '^  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God." 

But  when  it  is  said  that  the  law  is  the  principal 
means  by  which  the  Spirit  of  God  convinces  the  con- 


IN  OONTINCIKO  THE  C0N8CIENCB.  121 

• 

science  of  a  siniier,  that  term  must  be  understood  in 
an  enlarged  sense,  as  including  under  it  every  princi- 
ple which  has  any  relation  or  affinity  to  the  conscience, 
and  erery  fact  in  which  any  such  principle  is  inyolved. 
It  is  not  the  bare  law,  as  it  stands  declared  in  the  Ten 
CkHnmandments,  that  is  the  sole  instrument  of  convic- 
tion; but  the  moral  principle  of  that  law,  whether 
as  it  is  displayed  in  the  retributions  of  a  righteous 
Providence,  or  illustrated  by  the  afflictions  of  human 
life,  or  exemplified  in  the  conduct  of  believers  and 
'  the  perfect  pattern  of  Christ,  or  as  unfolded  in  the 
parables,  or  as  embodied  in  the  Gospel,  and  shining 
forth  in  the  Cross.  The  law  is  a  schoolmaster  that 
Iffings  the  sinner  to  Christ ;  but  Christ  is  a  teacher 
that  brings  the  sinner  to  know  the  law  as  he  never 
knew  it  before.  The  law  points  the  eye  of  a  con- 
▼inced  sinner  to  the  cross,  but  the  cross  throws  in 
upon  his  conscience  a  flood  of  light  which  sheds  a 
reflex  lustre  on  the  law.  Hence  we  believe  that  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  and  especially  the  doctrine  of  th(» 
cross  of  Christ,  is  the  most  powerful  instrument  for 
impressing  the  conscience  of  a  sinner,  and  for  turning 
his  convictions  into  genuine  contrition  of  heart.  And 
this  because  the  Gospel,  and  especially  the  doctrine 
of  the  cross,  contains  in  it  the  spirit  and  essence  of 
the  law, — it  recognises  and  proceeds  upon  the  moral 
principles  of  God's  government,  and  afibrds  a  new 
and  most  impressive  manifestation  of  the  holiness  of 
the  Lawgiver,  and  the  turpitude  of  sin  ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  unfolds  such  a  proof  of  the  compassion 
and  love  of  God,  as  is  pecaliarly  fitted  to  melt  «iv6l 
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subdue  the  heart,  which  the  mere  terrors  of  the  law 
might  only  turn  into  a  more  hardened  and  unrelenting 
obduracy.  Let  the  sinner  who  makes  light  of  sin 
turn  his  eye  to  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  he  will  see 
there^  as  well  as  amidst  the  thunderihgs  and  the  light- 
nings of  Sinai,  that  the  Lord  is  a  jealous  God ;  that 
sin  is  the  abominable  thing  which  he  hateth ;  and  that 
he  is  resolved,  at  all  hazards,  and  notwithstanding 
whatever  suffering  it  may  occasion,  to  visit  it  with 
condign  punishment :  let  him  look  to  the  cross,  and 
behold  there,  suspended  on  that  accursed  tree,  the  Son 
of  God  himself:  let  him  listen  to  the  words  which 
fell  from  that  illustrious  sufferer  in  the  midst  of  his 
agony  and  passion,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
thou  forsaken  me  V*  and  let  him  then  inquire,  why 
was  it  that  he,  of  whom  it  had  been  once  and  again 
proclaimed  from  the  highest  heavens,  "  this  is  my 
beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased,"  and  of 
whom  it  is  recorded,  that  once  and  again,  on  his 
bended  knees,  and  with  all  the  earnestness  of  impw- 
tunate  supplication,  he  had  prayed  in  the  garden,  ^^  O 
my  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from 
me ;" — why  was  it  that  he,  who  was  thus  affectionately 
spoken  of  as  God's  beloved  Son,  and  who,  as  a  Son, 
so  submissively  poured  out  his  heart  into  a  Father's 
ear,  was  nevertheless  subjected  to  the  agony  and 
death  of  the  cross  ?  and  when,  in  reply  to  all  his 
inquiries,  the  Bible  declares,  that  the  Son  of  God 
suffered  because  he  had  consented  to  become  charge- 
able with  sin ;  that  he  ''  who  knew  no  sin  was  made 
sin  for  us"  and  that,  therefore,  " it  pleased  the  Lord 
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to  bruise  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief;"  that  *'  he  was 
wounded  for  our  transg^ressions,  and  bruised  for  our 
iniquities ;"  and  that  he  died,  because  the  wages  of  sin 
is  death ; — oh  !  does  not  the  sinner  now  feel  in  his 
inmost  soul,  that  if  Sinai  be  dreadful,  Calvary  has  its 
terrors  too ;  that  if  '*  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of 
sin,"  the  €k>spel  adds  its  sublime  and  harmonious 
commentary, — that  the  cross  of  Christ  is  the  most 
awful  monument  of  Heaven  s  justice,  the  most  solemn 
memorial  of  the  sinnei^s  danger;  and  does  he  not 
infer,  with  all  the  quickness  of  intuition,  that  if  sin 
was  not  spared^  nor  left  unpunished ^  but  visited  with 
condemnation  and  death,  when  it  was  imputed  to  his 
own,  his  only,  his  well-beloved  >Son,  much  less  will  sin, 
nnexpiated  and  unforgiven,  b^  spared,  or  left  unpunish- 
ed, when,  after  this  solemn  work  of  atonement,  God 
will  arise  to  plead  with  those  who  cleave  to  that  ac- 
cursed thing  which  nailed  the  Saviour  to  the  cross  ? 
The  cross — the  cross  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  is  the  most 
powerful,  the  most  impressive  demonstration  of  sin, 
and  righteousness,  and  judgment.  The  cross  may 
well  alarm  every  sleeping  sinner,  and  awaken  every 
slumbering  conscience,  and  stir  into  agitation  and 
tumult  every  listless  and  impenitent  heart.  It  is  the 
law  by  which  we  obtain  the  knowledge  of  sin ;  but 
the  law  is  magnified  in  the  cross ;  and  it  is  the  law  in 
the  cross  that  carries  home  to  every  awakened  con- 
science the  most  alarming  convictions  of  guilt.  Can  I 
hope  to  be  spared,  may  one  say,  when  "  God  spared 
not  his  own  Son"  ?  Are  my  sins  venial,  or  light?  These 
sins  of  mine  were  enough,  when  transferred  to  tVv^ 
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Son  of  God,  to  nail  him  to  the  tree.  May  I  venture 
into  eternity,  in  the  hope  that  my  sins  may  be  forgot- 
ten there?  And  why  were  they  remembered  here, 
when  God's  Son  ascended  the  hill  of  Calvary  ?  May 
not  the  strictness  of  God's  law  be  relaxed  in  my 
favour?  But  why,  oh!  why  was  it  not  relaxed  in 
favour  of  Christ  ?  No  ;  that  one  fact — ^that  awful 
cross  which  was  erected  on  the  hill  beside  Jerusalem, 
— annihilates  every  ground  of  careless  security — tears 
from  me  every  rag  by  which  I  would  seek  to  cover 
my  shame — drives  me  from  every  refuge  to  which  I 
would  repair; — that  one  fact,  that  Christ  died  for 
sin,  shuts  me  up  to  the  conviction,  that  as  a  sinner,  I 
stand  exposed  to  the  wrath  and  curse  of  an  offended 
God,  and  that  the  outraged  law  must  receive  a  full 
and  final  vindication.  But  must  it  be  by  my  personal 
and  everlasting  punishment?  Yes,  assuredly,  if  I 
stand  on  the  footing  of  law ;  for  ^'  the  soul  that  sin- 
neth,  it  shall  die/'  But  look  again  to  that  mysterious 
cross :  amidst  the  darkness  which  surrounds  it,  and 
the  awful  manifestations  of  God's  wrath  which  the 
sufferer  felt,  there  breaks  forth  a  light — ^glorious  as 
the  sun  shining  in  its  strength — imlike  the  light- 
nings which  flashed  around  Sinai, — this  is  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  rising  with  healing  in  its  beams — ^the 
effulgent  light  of  God's  love — the  glorious  manifesta- 
tion of  God's  grace  and  mercy ;  for  "  God  so  loved 
the  world  as  to  give  his  Son,"  Look  once  more  ;  for 
the  same  cross  which  wounds  will  also  heal ;  the  same 
conscience  which  is  pierced  by  the  arrows  of  convic- 
tion^ may  be  pacified  by  the  Gospel  of  peace;  and 
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thus  all  that  is  terrihle  in  the  cross,  wheii«combined 
with  the  tenderness  of  God's  mercj,  and  the  amazing, 
the  self-denying,  the  self-sacrificing  loye  of  the  Saviour, 
will  then  onlj  awaken  convictions  in  the  conscience,  to 
melt  and  change  them  into  sweet  contrition  of  heart 

It  is  thus,  that  under  the  Gospel  dispensation,  the 
l^irit  of  God  convinces  the  conscience  by  pressing 
home  the  eternal  and  unchangeable  principles  of  the 
law,  as  these  are  embodied,  illustrated  and  displayed 
in  a  new  and  better  dispensation.  It  is  not  the  naked 
law,  but  the  law  in  all  its  forms  and  manifestations, 
and  especially  the  law  in  the  facts  and  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  which  is  thus  used.  For  the  Spirit  reproves 
the  world  ofsiriy — why  ?  because  they  believe  not  on 
me — of  righteousness,  because  I  go  to  my  Father:  of 
judgment,  because  the  prince  of  this  world  is  judged, 
— all  having  reference  to  Christ  and  his  cross. 

III.  The  work  of  conviction,  of  which  the  con- 
science is  the  subject,  the  Spirit  the  author,  and  the 
light  of  truth  the  means,  consists  in  impressing  the 
soul  with  a  sense  of  its  own  sinfulness,  and  exciting 
in  it  some  suitable  feelings  of  fear,  and  shame,  and 
self-condemnation. 

Sin,  when  presented  to  the  mind  in  the  light  of 
conscience,  and  especially  in  the  light  of  God's  truth 
unfolded  and  applied  by  the  Spirit,  is  discerned  to  be 
a  vile  and  fearful  thing ;  and  in  order  to  this,  a  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  conviction  is  to  set 
before  the  sinner  s  mind  a  discovery  of  sin  in  its  own 
nature,  and  to  fix  him  on  a  due  consideration  of  it. 
This,  Bs  we  bare  already  seen,  i$  an  exercise  mYftosiv 
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every  siniter  is  very  unwilling  to  be  engaged ;  he 
shrinks  from  tbe  subject — would  willingly  forget  it, 
and  even  wbeu  it  is  presented  to  his  mind,  is  prone  to 
take  partial  views  of  it,  and  especially  to  escuse  and 
eiculpate  himself.  But  God  is  often  pleased  to  take 
the  sinner  into  his  own  hands,  and  to  press  him  with 
"  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept,"  until  he 
is  made  to  sec  sin  in  its  true  character,  and  espedally 
to  see  his  own  sinfulness.  He  brings  his  sins  before 
him,  and  presses  them  on  his  attention.  "  These 
things  hast  thou  done,  and  I  kept  silence ;  thon 
thoughlest  that  I  was  altogether  such  an  one  as  thy- 
self;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  them  in  order 
before  thine  eyes."  "  Now  consider  this,  ye  that  forget 
Qod ;  lest  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  la 
deliver."  Formerly,  he  thought  seldom  of  sin, — now 
he  might  say  with  David,  "  My  sin  is  ever  before  me." 
There  are  many  different  ways  in  which  the  mind 
may  thus  )>e  awakened  to  a  sense  of  its  guilt.  Some- 
times it  IB  occasioned,  in  the  first  instance,  by  soms 
gross  oulieard  sin^  too  flagrant  to  pass  altogether  un- 
reproved  by  the  most  sluggish  conscience,  and  which 
may  lead  the  sinner  to  reflect  what  must  be  the  state 
of  his  heart,  and  what  his  desert  at  the  band  of 
God.  Sometimes  by  a  growing  sense  of  his  inherent 
depravity,  strengthened  every  day  by  his  experience 
of  the  instability  of  his  best  resolutions,  and  the  weak' 
ness  of  his  highest  efforts  after  amendment.  Some- 
times by  a  faithful  reproof  from  a  friend,  which  con- 
veys  to  his  conscience  the  startling  intimation,  that  hi* 
rbarai'tcr  is  not  so  highly  esteemed  by  others  as  it  ii 
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bj  hims^, — ^which  sets  it  on  inquiry,  and  awakens 
some  concern.  Sometimes  by  a  searching  sermon — by 
an  awakening  Proyidence — by  the  judgments  which 
God  executes  on  others,  or  by  distress  sent  into  his 
own  &nii]y,  or  by  his  being  brought  himself  to  th<* 
borders  of  the  gray^ ;  and  when,  in  spite  of  himself, 
ke  is  compelled  to  think  of  God,  and  sin,  and  judg- 
ment to  come.  In  short,  almost  any  text  in  the  Bible, 
and  almost  any  event  in  life,  may  be  the  occasion  of 
calling  the  conscience  into  action,  and  pressing  his 
own  sinfulness  home  upon  his  attention;  and  the 
l^[Mrit  of  God  arrests  and  fixes  it,  till  he  makes  such 
a  discovery  of  sin  aa  ia  suited  to  his  case.  In  the 
^[oaint,  but  striking  and  comprehensiye  words  of  an 
eminent  commentator,* — "  The  Spirit  convinceth  of 
the^oc^  of  sin,  that  we  have  done  so  and  so  ;  of  tho 
fault  of  sin,  that  we  have  done  ill  in  doing  so  ;  of  the 
foUi^  of  sin,  that  we  have  acted  against  right  reason, 
and  our  true  interest ;  of  the/ilth  of  sin,  thjit  l)y  it  we 
are  become  odious  to  God ;  of  the  fountain  of  sin,  the 
corrupt  nature ;  and  lastly,  of  the  fruit  of  sin,  that 
the  end  thereof  is  death." 

Sin,  thus  presented  to  the  mind,  and  discovered  in 
somewhat  of  its  native  deformity,  is  applied  to  tlie 
conscience  so  as  to  excite  some  suitable  feelings  of 
fear,  and  shame,  and  self-condemnation. 

No  such  feelings  can  be  awakened  until  the  sinner 
has  some  sight  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  some  conviction 
of  his  own  sinfulness.  All  the  thunders  of  Sinai,  and 
all  the  threatenings  of  the  law,  and  all  the  curses  that 
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are  written  in  this  book,  and  all  the  terrors  of  a  judg- 
ment to  come,  may  fall  upon  his  ear,  without  awak- 
ening any  serious  concern,  until  conscience  is  roused 
within,  and  responds  to  the  yoice  of  God.  An  un- 
convinced conscience  is  utterly  insensible :  blinded  by 
sin,  it  cannot  see ;  and  hardened  1^  sin,  it  cannot  feel. 
This  deep  insensibility — this  stupid  lethargy — ^this 
deadness  of  the  conscience  to  all  sense  of  fear  and 
shame — arises  from  ignorance  of  God*s  character  and 
law,  or  from  unbelief,  which,  in  spite  of  all  testimonies 
to  the  contrary,  refuses  to  acknowledge  God  as  a 
righteous  Goyemor  and  Judge  who  will  assuredly 
bring  every  sinner  to  judgment,  and  punish  every  tm  ; 
or  self-delusion,  by  which  many  a  sinner  flatters  him- 
self, that  however  it  may  fare  with  others,  he  has  no 
reason  to  fear ;  or  some  false  persuasion  in  religion, 
which  acts  as  an  opiate  to  all  conviction,  such  as  the 
persuasion  that  God  is  too  merciful  to  punish,  or  too 
great  to  mark  the  commission  of  sin, — or  that  an 
orthodox  profession,  a  correct  exterior,  or  a  regular 
attendance  on  ordinances  will  secure  his  safety.  Alas ! 
how  is  many  a  conscience  lulled  to  sleep  by  such  mere 
delusions;  and  how  often  do  these  delusions  serve, 
like  so  many  shields,  to  ward  o£f  and  repel  the  sharp- 
est arrows  of  the  Spirit !  Under  their  fatal  influence^ 
the  conscience  may  remain  insensible  till  the  sinners 
dying  hour ;  nay,  death  itself  will  not  arouse  it,  nor 
will  it  feel  its  own  guilt  and  danger,  till  the  realities 
of  eternity  are  disclosed.  Hence  you  hear  of  the 
calm  and  unruffled  indiflerence  with  which  many  a 
wicked  man  meets  his  deaths — the  apathy  and  uncon- 
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cem  with  which  he  can  look  hack  on  a  life  of  sin, 
even  when  he  stands  on  the  hrink  of  the  grare ;  and 
you  may  often  wonder  at  this,  and  be  ready  to  exclaim. 
How  comes  it  that  ^^  the  wicked  hare  no  bands  in 
their  death,"  if  there  be  a  Judge  above,  and  a  liyiDg 
conscience  within  ?     I  answer,  that  here  in  this  very 
spectacle — ^in  this  very  insensibility — this  deathlike 
]4»athy  of  the  sinner  s  conscience  at  that  solemn  hour, 
joa  have  just  one  of  the  most  affecting  manifestations 
of  the  righteous  retribution  of  God, — the  manifest 
effect  of  that  great  law  of  conscience,  whereby  it  is 
ordained,  that  one  who  has  long  resisted  the  light 
shall  be  left  in  darkness ;  and  that,  by  stifling  his  con- 
science, *'  he  is  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind."   He 
has  no  sight  of  his  own  sin — ^no  shame — no  fear,  just 
because  his  conscience  has  been  blinded  or  stifled,  or 
because  he  is  deceiving  himself  with  some  false  per- 
suasion of  his  safety.     Oh  !  let  it  not  be  said  that  a 
hardened  conscience,  which  is  insensible  alike  to  the 
fear  and  the  shame  of  guilt,  is  an  enviable  thing,  or 
that  it  may  not  be  the  worst — the  last  stage  of  man's 
degeneracy.     For,  the  loss  of  shame  is  the  crowning 
proof  of  long- continued  sin.     Mark,  I  pray  you,  the 
course  of  a  wicked  man.    Behold  him  first  as  an  infant, 
clinging  fondly  to  a  mother's  breast,  and  gladly  return- 
ing a  mother's  smile ;  behold  him  as  a  boy,  in  all  the 
buoyancy  of  youthful  health,  with  a  heart  as  yet  un- 
scathed by  the  habits  of  sin,  and  alive  to  every  gene- 
rous impulse,  and  so  sensitive  to  praise  or  blame,  that 
a  word — a  look,  will  elevate  or  deject  them :  follow 
him  onwards  £or  a  few  years,  when,  yielding  to  t\v^ 
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current  of  thia  world's  wickedness,  he  plunges  into 
its  deadly  waters  :  see  him  when  he  returns  Irom  the 
haunts  of  vice  to  his  once  happy  hearth, — now,  instead 
of  being  touched  with  a  mother's  lore,  or  awed  by  a 
father's  look,  the  sternest  reproof  falls  unheeded  on 
his  ear,  and  his  whole  bearing  shows  that  he  is  beyond 
the  strongest  of  all  intluences — the  influence  of  home. 
Stiil  be  is  lUive,  it  may  be,  to  the  opinion  of  others,  and 
especially  would  he  stand  well  in  the  estimation  of  his 
companions,  if  not  for  temperance,  and  chastity,  and 
religion,  yet  for  truth,  and  honour,  and  kindness  of 
heart ;  but  as  he  advances  in  the  fatal  path,  truth  and 
honour,  and  kindness  of  heart,  are  all  sacrificed  on  the 
shrine  of  self-indulgence, — he  is  separated  by  his  own 
-vices  from  the  companionabip  of  equals;  and  now, 
descending  rapidly,  he  loses  all  Regard  for  God  and 
man,  and  becomes  utterly  lecklcss.  And,  when  u:^ed 
by  want  or  passion,  he  commits  some  fatal  crime,  be 
feels  perhaps  less  compunction  for  shedding  the  blood 
of  man,  than  be  felt  in  other  days  for  a  youthful  folly  J 
and  when  cliurgcd,  convicted,  and  condemned,  he  may 
enter  his  cell,  and  walk  to  the  gibbet,  amidst  crowds 
of  awestruck  spectators,  with  no  other  feeling  than 
the  mere  shrinking  of  the  flesh  from  suflering, — with 
neither  shame,  nor  fear,  nor  self-con  detonation  in  his 
heart  of  stone- 
But  when  the  sinner  obtains  a  sight  of  the  evil  of 
sin,  and  especially  of  his  own  sinfulness,  his  convie- 
tions  are  attended  with  some  suitable  feelinga  oi 
emotions,  such  as  fear,  shame,  and  self-condeniDation. 
These  feelings  arc  the  suitable,  and,  in  one  sense,  the 
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natural  attendants  of  conyiction.  When  sin  stands 
disclosed,  especially  in  the  light  of  God  s  truth,  it 
throws  a  dark  shadow  in  upon  the  sinner's  soul,  which 
OTerawes,  and  agitates,  and  terrifies  him.  Conyiction 
produces  shame ;  for  sin  is  seen  to  he  a  vile  and  loath- 
some thing ;  and  the  soul,  which  is  covered  with  sin, 
is  felt  to  be  Tile  and  loathsome  too.  Conviction  pro« 
duces  fear ;  for  a  sense  of  guilt  is  inseparably  con- 
nected, through  conscience,  with  a  sense  of  danger ; — 
and  conyiction  produces  self-condemnation ;  for  it  is 
not  in  the  reproof  of  another,  not  even  the  reproof  of 
God  himself,  but  such  reproof  so  applied  as  to  become 
bis  own  decision  upon  his  own  case,  that  conviction 
for  sin  consists. 

Now  these  feelings,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  are 
the  appropriate  and  natural  concomitants  of  convic- 
tion, by  whatever  means  the  conscience  may  come  to 
be  convinced.  Let  the  conscience,  whether  acting  by 
its  own  energy,  or  as  quickened  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
obtain  a  realizing  conviction  of  sin,  and  forthwith 
it  pronounces  a  condemning  sentence,  and  awakens 
shame  and  fear ;  and  that,  too,  when  the  sinner  s  per- 
sonal habits,  and  his  known  opinions,  and  general 
circumstances  in  the  world  would  seem  to  make  such 
a  visitation  the  most  unlikely.  Take  a  few  familiar 
but  striking  illustrations  from  the  Word  of  God. 

Fear  and  shame  were  alike  unknown  in  a  state  of 
conscious  innocency ;  but  our  first  parents  sinned,  and 
immediately  conscience  called  forth  into  action  those 
latent  feelings  of  their  souls, — "  The  eyes  of  them  both 
were  opened,  and  they  knew  that  they  were  naked ;" — 
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there  was  shame — the  first- fruit  of  sin.  "  And  thej 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking  in  the  gar- 
den, in  the  cool  of  the  day ;  and  Adam  and  his  wife 
hid  themselves  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  €rod 
amongst  the  trees  of  the  garden.  And  the  Lord  God 
called  unto  Adam,  and  said  unto  him,  Where  art  thou  ? 
And  he  said,  I  heard  thy  voice  in  the  garden,  and  I 
was  afraid,  hecause  I  was  naked ;  and  I  hid  myself;" 
— there  was  shame  mingled  with  fear. 

The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  brought  an  adulterous 
woman  to  Christ,  demanding  to  know  what  sentence 
should  be  pronounced  against  her.  Jesus  answered, 
"He  that  is  without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first 
cast  a  stone  at  her ; "  and  immediately  they  which 
heard  it — the  self-righteous  Pharisees — "being  con- 
victed by  their  own  conscience^  went  out,  one  by 
one,  beginning  at  the  eldest  even  unto  the  last ;  and 
Jesus  was  left  alone,  and  the  woman  standing  in  the 
midst."  Here  we  see  conscience  breaking  through  all 
the  fences  of  self-righteous  security,  and  compelling 
the  guilty  to  retire  in  self-confusion  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord. 

A  lawyer  came  to  Christ,  and  "stood  up  and 
tempted  him,  saying.  Master,  what  shall  I  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life? "  Jesus  answered,  "What  is  written  in  the 
law  ?  how  readest  thou  ?  "  And  when  he  had  given  his 
own  account  of  the  law  and  in  his  own  words,  Jesus 
said,  "  Thou  hast  answered  right ;  this  do  and  thou 
shalt  live."  But,  it  is  added,  he,  willing  to  justify 
himself,  was  not  content  with  this  sentence  of  appro* 
bation — why^  but  that  wlxiLe  Cbml  ^tonouuced  au 
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approTing  sentence  on  the  law  which  he  had  explain- 
ed, conscience  pronounced  another — a  condemning 
sentence  on  himself,  as  a  conscious  transgressor  of 
that  law ;  and  his  seeking  to  justify  himself  when 
Christ  had  hrought  no  charge  against  him,  nay,  when 
Christ  had  expressly  said,  ^^Thou  hast  answered  right ; 
this  do  and  thou  shalt  live,"  proves  that  every  sin- 
ner, however  self-righteous,  carries  about  with  him  an 
inward  witness,  which  no  sooner  sees  the  pure  light 
of  God's  law,  than  it  becomes  an  accuser ;  and,  in  spite 
of  all  the  sophistry  of  self-deceit,  forces  him  at  least 
to  excuse,  exculpate,  and  extenuate  his  guilt,  if  he 
would  ward  off  or  escape  from  a  sentence  of  self-con- 
demnation ! 

Herod  the  Tetrarch  belonged  to  the  family  party 
or  sect  of  Herodians  who  were  opposed  to  the  Phari- 
sees in  many  respects,  and  in  religious  matters  seem 
to  have  been  associated  with  the  sceptical  Sadducees,* 
who  believed  neither  in  angel,  nor  spirit,  nor  the  re- 
surrection from  the  dead ;  yet  no  sooner  did  he  hear 
of  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  than  his  guilty  conscience, 
bursting  the  flimsy  covering  of  unbelief,  forced  him 
to  exclaim,  "  It  is  John  whom  I  beheaded :  he  is 
risen  from  the  dead ;" — "  John  the  Baptist  is  risen 
from  the  dead,  and  therefore  mighty  works  do  show 
forth  themselves  in  him."  Mark  the  power  of  con- 
science— ^how  it  starts  from  its  sleep  and  fastens  on 
the  guilty  sinner,  and  raises  up  around  him  imaginary 
terrors,  and  makes  him  believe  against  his  professed 
creed,  in  the  reappearance  and  resurrection  of  that 

•  Home's  Introd.,  jij.  106,  380. 
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faithful  messenger,  whose  head  he  had  seyered  from 
his  hodj,  hut  whose  holy  form  still  haunted  his  pre- 
sence, and  scared  his  peace ! 

"  A  hand  of  men  and  officers,"  with  lanterns,  and 
torches,  and  weapons,  came  to  the  garden  of  Geth- 
semane  by  night,  for  the  purpose  of  apprehending 
Jesus.  "Whom  seek  ye?"  said  the  meek  and  lowly 
Saviour.  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth,"  was  the  reply.  "  I 
am  he,"  answered  the  same  calm  yoice ;  but  it  was  a 
voice  of  power,  that  spoke  like  thunder  to  their  con- 
sciences ;  for  "  as  soon  as  he  had  said  unto  them,  I 
am  he,  they  went  backward,  and  fell  to  the  ground.* 
Behold  the  power  of  conscience,  awakening  fear,  and 
agitation,  and  awe,  and  casting  a  band  of  officers  and 
armed  men  to  the  ground  before  a  defenceless  and 
unresisting  captive ! 

Judas  was  with  the  band  of  soldiers  on  that  fearful 
night — Judas,  who  had  associated  with  the  Lord  £ot 
years, — ^who  had  covenanted  with  his  persecutors  to 
betray  him  for  money, — who  now  marked  him  out  by 
the  preconcerted  sign — ^hail  Master,  and  kissed  him. 
Oh !  it  might  be  thought  that  a  conscience  which  had 
for  years  resisted  the  light  of  the  Saviour's  teaching, 
and  witnessed  the  blessed  example  of  his  holy  life, 
and  stood  firm  against  the  melting  tenderness  of  his 
love, — that  a  conscience  which  left  him  to  form  his 
unhallowed  purpose,  and  to  plan  the  mode  of  its  exe- 
cution, and  to  take  the  price  of  blood,  and  to  kiss  the 
Saviour  in  Gethsemane, — that  a  conscience,  so  steeped 
in  guilt,  might  have  acquired  an  obduracy  which  no 
subsequent  reflection  could  overcome ;  and  that,  if  it 
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troubled  him  not  now  in  the  act  of  treachery,  it  might 
never  trouble  him  more ;  but  even  in  the  breast  of 
Judas,  conscience  was  not  dead  but  asleep,  and  it 
awoke  with  terrific  power,  when  his  purpose  had  been 
safely  carried  into  effect.  And  if  you  would  see  the 
self-condemning  power  of  God  s  vicegerent  in  the 
guiltiest  heart,  look  to  that  traitor  and  apostate,  who, 
when  the  eyes  were  now  sealed  in  death,  whose  mild 
look  of  reproof  might  have  withered  his  soul  within 
him, — when  the  tongue  which  spake  as  never  man 
spake  was  silent  as  the  grave, — felt  a  new  power 
rising  within  his  own  bosom  which  condemned  him, 
and  under  the  burden  of  his  own  remorse,  and  shame, 
and  fear,  ^'  he  repented  himself,  and  brought  again 
the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  said,  I  have  sinned,  in 
that  I  have  betrayed  innocent  blood.  And  he  cast 
down  the  pieces  of  silver  in  the  temple,  and  departed, 
and  went  and  hanged  himself!" 

I  have  referred  to  these  scriptural  examples  of  con- 
viction, for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  fear,  shame, 
and  self-condemnation,  are  its  appropriate  and  suit- 
able attendants,  and  that  these  harrowing  feelings 
are  immediately  produced  in  the  soul,  when  at  any 
time,  and  by  any  means,  it  obtains  a  view  of  its  own 
sinfulness.  There  may  be  no  sense  of  sin,  and  then 
there  vnll  be  no  sense  of  fear,  or  shame,  or  self-con- 
demnation ;  but  let  a  sense  of  sin  be  awakened,  and 
these  emotions  will  spring  up  instantaneously  along 
with  it.  Now,  this  sight  and  sense  of  his  own  sin- 
fulness may  be  awakened  at  any  time — it  may  be 
awakened  suddenly^  and  when  it  is  least  e^'pecte^  *, 
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single  text  of  Scripture,  a  faithful  sermon,  an 
awakening  providence,  a  vivid  view  of  God's  justice, 
a  solemn  thought  of  eternity, — any  one  of  these  may 
hreak  up  the  false  security  of  a  sinner,  while  the  Spirit 
of  God  has  at  all  times  access  to  his  conscience,  and 
can  disturh,  and  trouble,  and  arouse  it.  The  unbe- 
liever has  really  no  security  for  one  hour  s  continu- 
ance in  peace ;  thoughtless  and  unconcerned  as  he  is 
- — ^unawed  either  by  the  rebukes  of  conscience,  or  the 
authority  of  God,  or  the  terrors  of  a  judgment  to  come 
— he  may  at  any  time  be  made  to  feel  a  power  rising 
up  within, — a  power  long  dormant,  but  now  roused 
into  tremendous  action, — a  power  which  troubles  his 
soul,  and  brings  over  it  a  horror  of  thick  darkness, 
and  a  cloud  of  appalling  terrors — which  overwhelms 
him  now  with  shame  under  a  sense  of  Jbis  vileness, 
and  now  with  fear,  under  a  sense  of  his  danger,— a 
power  which  gives  to  every  long  forgotten  sin  a  new 
place  in  his  memory,  and  brings  the  whole  train  of 
his  sins  to  pass  in  dark  array  before  him,  and  gives  to 
each  of  them  a  scorpion  s  sting, — a  power  from  whose 
presence  he  cannot  flee,  for  it  is  within  him ;  and  go 
where  he  will,  he  must  carry  it  along  with  him, — and 
which  has  this  mysterious  prerogative,  that  while  it 
asserts  a  supremacy  over  every  other  faculty  of  his 
nature,  and  a  right  to  judge  and  condemn  every  vio- 
lation of  its  authority,  it  makes  him  to  feel  that  he 
is  not  dealing  with  himself  only,  but  with  God,  the 
Judge  of  all.  Willingly  would  he  make  light  of  sin, 
as  before;  but  now  sin  has  become  a  burden  too 
heavy  for  him  to  bear :  he  would  laugh  at  his  fears, 
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as  the  phantoms  of  supentitioii,  but  something  witliin 
tells  him  thej  are  too  real  to  be  scorned ;  he  uould 
brave  it  out,  as  formerly,  amongst  his  gaj  companioiin, 
and  show  no  touch  of  shame ;  but  his  soul  sinks  in 
the  effort,  and  loathes  itself  and  everj  thing  it  once 
loYed: — "a  wounded  spirit  who  can  bear?"  Tlie 
intolerable  anguish  of  conviction,  when  an  awakened 
conscience  rages  unpacified  within,  no  tongue  of  niuii 
can  utter,  no  heart  of  mun  conceive.  What  must  it 
be  with  the  conscience  of  an  unbeliever,  when  from 
the  lips  of  God's  own  people,  while  th(»y  lay  under 
a  passing  cloud  of  conviction,  such  words  as  these 
were  extorted  by  its  power :  "  When  I  kept  silence, 
mj  bones  waxed  old  through  my  roaring  all  the 
day  Jong.  For  day  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy 
upon  me ;  my  moisture  is  turned  into  the  drought  of 
summer."  "O  I^ord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath, 
neither  chasten  me  in  thy  hot  displeasure ;  for  thine 
arrows  stick  fast  in  me,  and  thy  hand  prcsseth  ma 
sore :  there  is  no  soundness  in  my  llesli,  bcoaust*  of 
thine  anger,  neither  is  there  any  rest  in  my  bonrs, 
because  of  my  sin.  For  mine  iniquities  are  gone  over 
mine  head :  as  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy 
for  me."  "  I  am  troubled,  I  am  bowed  down  greatly, 
I  go  mourning  all  the  day  long."  "  I  am  feeble  and 
sore  broken :  I  have  roared  by  reason  of  the  disquiet- 
ness  of  my  heart."  On  another  occasion,  "  I  remem- 
bered God  and  was  troubled,  I  complained  and  my 
spirit  was  overwhelmed.  Thou  boldest  mine  eyes 
waking ;  I  am  so  troubled  that  I  cannot  speak." 
*'  Will  the  Lord  cast  off  for  ever  ?  and  wiW  \\e  \ie 
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favourable  no  more  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever, 
doth  his  promise  fail  for  evermore  ?  hath  God  forgot- 
ten to  be  gracious,  hath  he  in  anger  shut  up  his  ten- 
der mercies?"  And  so  Job  in  a  like  case:  "The 
arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me,  the  poison 
whereof  drinketh  up  my  spirit ;  the  terrors  of  God 
do  set  themselves  in  array  against  me.  For  thou 
.mtest  bitter  things  against  me,  and  makest  me  to 
possess  the  iniquities  of  my  youth."  If  conscience 
have  power  to  awaken  such  feelings  of  shame,  and 
dread,  and  self-condemnation,  in  the  case  even  of 
righteous  men,  when  visited  with  a  temporary  with- 
drawment  of  the  light  of  God's  countenance;  oh! 
what  must  its  power  be  when  it  is  awakened  in  the 
case  of  impenitent  and  unpardoned  sinners,-;-and 
awakened  it  must  be,  sooner  or  later;  and  if  not 
sooner,  certainly  not  later  than  the  hour,  when  leav- 
ing this  world,  and  entering  into  the  world  of  spirits, 
the  realities  of  eternity  will  burst  at  once  on  their 
view. 

Even  in  the  case  of  men  who  are  never  savingly 
converted,  conviction  of  sin  may  not  be  the  mere  fruit 
of  natural  conscience,  but  the  effect  of  a  common  work 
of  the  Spirit  on  their  minds. — Many  seem  to  suppose 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  never  operates  except  where  he 
accomplishes  the  whole  work  of  conversion ;  but  there 
are  not  a  few  passages  in  Scripture  which  seem  to  im- 
ply, that  souls  which  are  never  converted,  may  never- 
theless be  the  subjects  of  His  convincing  power.  They 
are  convinced  and  reproved,  not  only  by  the  light  of 
natural  conscience,  nor  only  by  the  outward  light  of 
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God's  Word,  but  by  the  inward  application  of  that 
troth  to  their  consciences  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  It  is  surely  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  may  operate  on  their  minds  in  the  same 
way  and  to  the  same  extent,  although  for  a  very  dif- 
fident end,  as  Satan  does,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh 
in  the  children  of  disobedience ; — presenting  the  truth 
eren  as  Satan  presents  falsehood — applying  the  motives 
of  conversion  even  as  Satan  urges  the  allurements  of 
sin, — while  the  sinner's  mind  is  left  to  make  its  choice. 
Accordingly  we  read  of  unrenewed  men,  who,  under 
a  common  work  of  the  Spirit,  were  once  "  enlighten- 
ed, and  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made 
partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  who,  nevertheless,  were 
not  renewed  unto  repentance,  or  thoroughly  converted 
to  God, — of  some  "  who  sin  wilfully  after  they  have 
received  the  knowledge  of  the  trutli,"  and  who,  on 
that  account,  are  described  as  "doing  despite  unto 
the  Spirit  of  grace."  Such  persons  were  not  savingly 
converted,  for  none  who  have  been  renewed  and  sanc- 
tified by  the  grace  of  the  Spirit,  will  ever  fall  away, 
or  come  into  condemnation ;  but  they  did  share,  not- 
withstanding, in  that  work  of  the  Spirit  which  is  ordi- 
narily preparatory  to  conversion, — they  may  have  had 
some  knowledge,  some  conviction,  some  impressions 
from  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  these  are  in  their  own 
nature  good  and  useful,  having  a  tendency  and  fitness 
as  a  means  to  prepare  their  minds  for  a  greater  change ; 
and  if  they  fail  to  subdue  their  wills  to  the  obedience 
of  Christ,  they  will  serve,  at  least,  to  make  it  mani- 
fest, that  nothing  hut  their  own  unwillingness  stoo^ 
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in  the  way  of  their  being  saved.  When  such  con»ic- 
tioDH  decay  ixni  die  without  saving  fruit,  it  is  because 
they  are  not  auitolily  improved  or  submiesirely  fol- 
Inwed  ;  for  it  is  the  law  of  Christ's  kingdom,  that  onv 
talent  suitably  improved,  procures  another,  while  tlw 
neglect  of  it  incurs  its  forfeiture, — for  "  to  him  that 
hath  shall  he  given,  and  he  shall  have  more  abuD< 
dantly;  but  from  him  .that  hath  not,  shull  be  taken 
away  that  which  lie  hath."  "  For  tlic  ciirtli  which 
drinketh  in  the  niia  that  cometh  oft  upon  it,  aod 
bringetb  forth  herbs  meet  for  them  by  whom  it  u 
dressed,  receiveth  bkisslng  from  Ood;  but  that  which 
beareth  thorns  and  briers  is  rejeclcd,  and  is  nighoaU 
cursing,  whose  end  is  to  he  humed." 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  minds  of  unconrerKd 
men  may  be  the  subjects  of  conviction,  of  which  dM 
Spirit  of  Gnd  himself  is  the  author;  and  that  tbef 
are  responsible,  not  only  for  the  light  of  natural  OOB- 
■cienee,  nor  only  for  the  light  of  God's  Word,  bat  Su 
that  light  and  those  convictions  which  the  Spirit  mtf 
awaken  in  their  souls.  And  if  this  common  op«»> 
tion  of  the  Spirit  stops  short  of  conversion,  it  is  not 
because  the  same  motives  arc  not  presented  to  tlioT- 
minds,  as  to  those  of  other  men  ivho  are  savi^^' 
changed,  but  from  their  own  stubbornness  in  rtmtt' 
ing  these  motives,  and  because  their  will  stands  Ml 
against  the  work  of  the  Spirit.  Here  lies  the  ndicii, 
difference  betwist  the  converted  and  the  uncoaverledt 
both  may  be  the  subjects  of  a  convincing  work  oFUw 
Spirit ;  but  in  the  one  the  will  is  stubborn  and  nftnr 
lo  yield,  while  in  the  other,  the  will  is  by  God's  »0t»- 
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reign  grace  effectually  subdued,  so  as  to  concur  with 
his  holy  design ;  so  that  a  real  willingness  to  be  re- 
newed and  sanctified  is  the  characteristic  mark  of  a 
new  creature.  Hence  those  in  whom  the  conscience 
is  oonyinced,  while  the  will  is  unsubdued,  are  tBus 
described, — '^  But  they  rebelled,  and  vexed  his  Holy 
Spirit ;  therefore  he  was  turned  to  be  their  enemy,  and 
he  fought  against  them."  ^^  Ye  stiff-necked,  and  un- 
circumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do  always  resist  the 
Holy  Ghost."  And  the  apostle  warns  even  the  pro- 
fessing followers  of  C/hrist,  in  these  solemn  words, — 
''Ghriere  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God" — "  Quench  not 
tibe  Spirit" 

IV.  The  work  of  conviction  may  be  carried  on  in 
various  ways,  and  may  differ  greatly  in  different  cases, 
but  in  some  degree  it  is  necessary  in  all  to  a  saving 
work  of  conversion. — It  may  be  commenced  and  car- 
ried on  in  various  ways.  Sometimes  it  comes  on  a 
hardened  sinner  in  advanced  life  like  a  sudden  flash 
of  lightning  from  heaven ;  sometimes  it  is  implanted, 
like  a  seed,  in  the  soul  of  a  child,  which  grows  with 
his  growth,  and  strengthens  with  his  strength.  Some- 
times it  is  occasioned  by  one  gross  actual  sin,  which 
overwhelms  the  mind  with  a  sense  of  its  guilt  and 
danger ;  at  other  times,  by  a  calm  review  of  the  whole 
of  a  man's  experience,  which  impresses  his  mind  with 
a  sense  of  the  radical  corruption  of  his  nature.  Some- 
times the  sins  of  youth  are  recalled  and  set  in  order 
before  him ;  at  other  times  his  neglect^  of  Gospel 
grace,  his  forgetfulness  of  prayer,  his  misimprovement 
of  privilegrefiT;,  his  frequent  decleDSions^  his  broken  xeao* 
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lutions,  his  unfulfilled  engagements,  his  unsanctified 
Sabbaths,  his  ingratitude  for  mercies,  his  inattention 
to  the  voice  of  judgment  or  of  mercy,  a  fit  of  sickness, 
or  the  dangerous  illness  of  a  wife  or  friend,  or  the 
thought  of  death,  or  a  vivid  view  of  God's  justice  or 
of  the  Saviour  s  love, — ^in  any  one  or  all  of  these  vari- 
ous ways,  sound  conviction  may  be  wrought  in  the 
conscience. 

It  differs,  too,  in  its  degree  and  duration  in  different 
cases.  Some  are  brought  through  deep  waters,— 
others  are  more  gently  conducted  to  the  Saviour. 
Fear,  and  shame,  and  self-condemnation,  are  insepar- 
able from  deep  conviction,  where  it  exists  by  itself 
and  without  a  knowledge  of  the  Saviour ;  but  they 
may  be  wrought  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  in 
some  cases  they  are  immediately  swallowed  up  in  a 
sense  of  redeeming  love. 

I  mention  these  diversities  in  the  experience  of 
different  men,  with  the  view  of  removing  a  stumblings 
block  which  has  often  given  uneasiness, — a  mistake 
which  has  often  been  injurious  to  the  sincere  be- 
liever. Many,  when  they  hear  that  conviction  is 
essential  to  conversion,  and  when  they  farther  hear  or 
read  of  the  sharp  convictions,  the  deep  distress  of 
mind,  the  fearful  terrors  which  some  have  experienced, 
have  been  ready  to  question  the  soundness,  or  at  least 
the  sufl&ciency  of  their  own  convictions,  because  they 
find  nothing  corresponding  to  it  in  their  own  expe- 
rience. For  their  relief  and  comfort,  let  me  assure 
them,  that  if  they  be  really  convinced  and  humbled 
on  account  of  sin,  it  matters  little  whether  their  ex- 
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perience  corresponds  in  all  respects  with  the  experience 
of  other  men  or  no ;  nay,  that  so  various  arc  the 
operations  of  the  same  Spirit,  ^'  who  divideth  to 
every  man  severally  as  he  will,"  that  it  is  impossible 
their  experience  can  correspond  with  that  of  all  other 
believers.  God's  Spirit  deals  Avith  each  according  to 
his  own  necessities,  and  the  work  to  which  he  is  called. 
Sometimes  he  leads  a  sinner  to  heaven  by  the  very 
gates  of  hell, — to  strong  faith  through  the  fiery  fur- 
nace of  unbelief;*  to  the  heights  of  holy  love  through 
the  depths  of  wrath.  At  other  times,  conviction  is 
no  sooner  awakened  than  it  is  allayed,  at  least  in  its 
painful  agitations  and  fears,  by  the  healing  voice  of 
mercy.  You  may  think,  indeed,  that  your  convic- 
tions ought  to  be  much  deeper, — your  fears  more 
alarming,  your  sorrow  more  intense,  your  self-reproof 
more  severe ;  but  be  it  remembered,  that  mere  fear 
and  sorrow  "  belong  not  to  the  precept,  but  to  the 
curse,"  and  are  not  so  much  "  required  as  inflicted  on 
the  sinner ;"  and  if  you  have  a  deliberate  and  abiding 
conviction  of  your  own  sinfulness,  accompanied  with 
a  persuasion  that  you  are  thereby  worthy  of  punish- 
ment, and  capable  of  being  saved  only  through  the 
mercy  of  God,  you  have  the  substiince  of  true  convic- 
tion, and  need  not  perplex  yourselves  about  its  mode 
or  form. 

But  some  such  conviction  of  sin  is  essential^  and 
cannot  be  dispensed  with.  The  very  nature  of  con- 
version presupposes  it.  No  sinner  will  ever  receive 
Christ  as  a  Saviour,  until  he  is  convinced  that  he 

*  Haliburton. 
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needs  to  be  saved ;  and  this  implies  a  conviction  of 
his  guilt,  a  sense  of  his  danger,  and  a  persuasion  of 
the  absolute  impossibility  of  saving  himself. 

V.  The  result  or  issue  of  this  work  of  conviction, 
while  in  some  respects  it  is  the  same  in  all,  is  in  others, 
and  these  of  the  highest  importance,  different  in  differ- 
ent men. 

In  some  respects  it  produces  similar  effects  in  all 
who  ate  the  subjects  of  it.  Of  these  we  may  men- 
tion the  feelings  of  fear,  shame,  and  self-condemna- 
tion, formerly  noticed,  which  in  some  degree,  greater 
or  less,  are  experienced  by  every  convinced  sinner, 
*and  which  correspond  with  "  the  Spirit  of  bondage 
unto  fear "  spoken  of  by  the-  apostle,  and  which  are 
the  effect  of  the  law  applied  by  the  Spirit,  and  the 
utmost  that  the  mere  law  can  produce.  Besides 
this  there  is  an  inward  conflict  betwixt  sin  and  the 
conscience — a  conflict  which  is  widely  different,  and 
must  be  carefully  distinguished,  from  that  other  con- 
flict of  which  the  apostle  speaks  as  being  carried 
on  in  the  soul  of  the  true  believer,  and  which  is  a 
warfare,  not  betwixt  sin  and  the  conscience^  but  he- 
twixt  sin  and  the  will.  Of  this  latter  conflict,  the 
unconverted  man  may  have  little  or  no  experience ; 
but  of  the  former,  every  convinced  sinner  is  conscious ; 
he  feels  that  conscience  and  sin  are  at  war  within  him  ; 
that,  while  sin  enrages  and  exasperates  the  conscience, 
conscience  denounces  and  condemns  sin ;  so  that  he 
is  torn  and  rent  by  two  antagonist  forces,  and  his  in- 
ward peace  is  destroyed.  All  this  may  consist  with 
ibe prevailing  love  and  power  of  sin;  the  will  may 
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still  be  on  its  side  while  conscience  stands  opposed  to 
it.  Remorse  and  even  sorrow  may  also  be  felt, — that 
remorse  which  has  no  affinity  with  true  repentance-— 
that  sorrow  of  the  world  which  worketh  death.  Nay, 
imder  the  influence  of  convictioD,  many  an  uncon- 
Terted  man  may  form  the  resolution,  and  make  some 
efforts  after  amendment  of  life  ;  which,  being  based  on 
a  spirit  of  self-sufficiency,  and  having  no  dependence 
on  the  sanctifying  grace  of  God,  and  unaccoiUpanied 
with  earnest  prayer  for  the  Spirit,  quickly  come  to 
nought ;  and  he  returns  ''  like  a  dog  to  his  vomit,  and 

like  a  sow  that  was  washed  to  his  wallowing  in  the 

•     »» 
mire. 

Now,  at  this  point,  the  one  stem  or  stock  of  con- 
Tiction  divides  into  two  great  branches — one  which 
brings  forth  the  fruit  of  repentance,  and  another  which 
ends  in  the  production  of  final  reprobacy.  Both  may 
be  covered  with  the  buds  and  blossom  of  a  fair  pro- 
fession ;  but  the  fruit  is  widely  different.  The  con- 
trast betwixt  the  two  is  ^ne\y  exemplified  by  the 
opposite  effects  of  the  same  truth,  as  declared  by  Peter 
and  Stephen  respectively.  When  Peter  preached,  the 
Jews  were  pricked  in  their  hearts,  and  began  to  in- 
quire in  earnest.  What  must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?  But 
when  Stephen  preached,  they  were  cut  to  the  heart, 
yet  they  only  gnashed  on  him  with  their  teeth.  (Acts 
ii.  37;  vii.  54.) 

With  one  class,  conviction  of  sin  stops  short  of 
thorough  conversion.  Such  conviction  was  salutary 
in  itself,  and  had  a  tendency  to  lead  the  sinner  onward 
to  a  happy  change;  hut  its  power  is  resisted — -VXa 
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suggestions  stifled — its  voice  drowned  by  the  clamour 
of  unruly  passions.  Such  convictions  are  like  the 
startling  of  a  man  in  sleep,  who  quickly  turns  himself 
back  on  his  pillow,  and  sinks  again  into  lethargy ;  or 
like  a  sudden  flash  of  lightning,  exciting  momentary 
awe  and  terror,  but  quickly  passing,  and  leaving  all  in 
darkness  as  before.  They  may  continue  for  a  longer 
or  a  shorter  period,  and  may  recur  at  intervals  through 
a  long^ife,  but  they  are  ever  treated  in  the  same  way, 
and  produce  no  greater  effect, — they  arouse  the  con* 
science,  but  do  not  conquer  the  will, — they  alarm  the 
fears,  but  do  not  subdue  the  heart, — they  make  sin 
dreadful,  but  they  do  not  make  it  hateful  to  the  soul. 
It  loves  sin,  and  hates  its  convictions ;  and,  therefore, 
the  former  is  cherished,  while  the  latter  are  suppressed. 
Oh !  it  is  a  fearful  case,  when  God  comes  so  near  to 
the  heart,  and  the  heart  is  thus  wilfully  closed  against 
him,  and  such  convictions  can  neither  be  resisted 
without  incurring  guilt,  nor  stifled  without  leaving 
behind  them,  like  a  Are  that  has  been  kindled  and 
quenched,  the  black  traces  of  their  power,  in  their 
withering  and  hardening  influence  on  the  heart. 

With  another  class,  conviction  works  towards  con- 
version, and,  under  the  influence  of  evangelical  motives, 
issues  in  true  and  lasting  repentance.  The  soul,  con- 
vinced of  its  guilt,  and  impressed  with  a  sense  of  its 
danger,  is  prompted  to  ask.  What  must  I  do  to  be 
saved  ?  How  shall  I  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ? 
Sensible  of  its  vileness,  and  loathing  itself  on  account 
of  it,  it  begins  to  inquire.  How  may  I  be  cleansed 
^om  the  pollution  of  my  nature,  and  the  foulness  of 
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my  sin  ?  If,  when  the  sonl  is  thus  conyinced,  and 
anxious,  the  glorious  scheme  of  grace  and  redemption 
is  unfolded  to  its  view ;  if  it  be  enabled  to  look  to  the 
cross,  and  to  Christ  as  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world ;  and  if  it  be  penetrated 
with  a  lively  sense  of  the  love  of  Christ  to  sinners,  and 
of  God's  mercy  through  him, — then  stem  conviction 
will  be  melted  into  tender  contrition,  and  the  most 
alarming  remorse  into  kindly  repentance.  The  heart 
which  trembled,  and  was  perhaps  hardened  under  the 
ice-cold  fetters  of  conviction,  is  subdued  by  the  beams 
of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness.  The  soul,  under  the 
horror  of  darkness,  may  have  been  a  scene  of  inward 
agony ;  but  one  ray  of  heaven's  light,  piercing  through 
the  gloom,  converts  it  into  a  scene  of  peace.  In  the 
greatest  tumult  of  conviction,  a  single  word  of  Gospel 
comfort  may  produce  inward  quiet,  when  it  is  spoken 
by  Him  who  said  to  the  niging  sea,  "  Peace,  be  still," 
and  immediately  there  was  a  great  calm.  The  con- 
vinced sinner,  thus  apprehending  the  love  of  Christ, 
and  the  glorious  design  of  his  Gospel,  is  thoroughly 
changed  by  means  of  it ;  his  stubborn  will  is  subdued, 
and  he  is  made  willii^g  in  the  day  of  divine  power ; 
in  a  word,  he  undergoes  a  change  of  mind  and  heart, 
which  is  called  evangelical  repentance,  and,  in  this 
its  largest  sense,  is  the  same  with  being  bom  again. 
Then  legal  conviction  becomes  evangelical  contrition. 
In  this  there  is  sorrovj — but  not  the  sorrow  of  the 
world  which  worketh  death  ; — shame,  but  such  as 
humbles  without  depressing  the  soul ; — and^ear,  but 
not  the  fear  which  hath  torment — ^not  the  fear  &al  V& 
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associated  with  the  Spirit  of  hondage ;  but  filial  fear, 
having  respect  to  the  majesty  of  God,  and  even  to  his 
warnings  and  threatenings ; — ^yet  not  the  servile  fear 
of  a  condemned  malefactor,  hut  the  ingenuous  fear  of 
a  forgiven  child. 


AN  ADDRESS  TO  CONVINCED  SINNERS. 

As  there  may  he  some  who  have  already  passed,  or 
are  now  passing  through  the  various  stages  of  convic- 
tion, and  as  their  present  situation  is  one  of  a  very 
critical  nature,  on  the  due  improvement  of  which 
their  eternal  welfare  depends,  I  would  earnestly  solicit 
their  attention  to  a  special  statement  of  the  duties  of 
convinced  sinners. 

1.  Beware  how  you  deal  by  your  convictions,  and 
remember  that  you  are  responsible  to  God  for  your 
treatment  of  them.  Whether  they  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  unaided  exercise  of  conscience,  or  by  the 
natural  influence  of  the  Word  of  God,  or  by  the  direct 
agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  applying  the  truth  to  your- 
selves individually, — there  they  are — in  your  bosom, 
and  they  will  either  prove  a  blessing  or  a  curse.  They 
cannot  leave  you  as  they  found  you ;  they  will  sub- 
due or  harden  every  soul  in  which  they  have  found 
a  place.  You  cannot  rid  yourself  of  them  without 
doing  violence  to  your  conscience,  and  despite  to  the 
Spirit  of  grace.  You  may  try  to  allay  them ;  you 
may  seek,  by  hurrying  into  the  world,  and  by  mixing 
with  thoughtless  companions,  and  perhaps  by  having 
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tecoarse  to  the  sootbiDg  opiate,  or  the  intemperate 
draught,  to  forget  the  fears  which  haunt  you ;  you 
may  even  succeed  in  r^^ining  a  temporary  security ; 
bat  so  far  from  diminishing,  you  are  only  adding  to 
yoor  guilt,  and  while  you  shun  fear,  you  rush  into 
greater  danger.  If  there  he  one  thing  for  which  a 
man  is  responsible  to  God,  it  must  be  the  manner  in 
which  he  deals  with  the  convictions  of  his  own  con- 
icience.  And  even  in  the  present  world,  although  it 
be  not  a  state  of  strict  retribution,  there  is  going  on, 
in  Uie  experience  of  every  sinner,  a  process  of  judicial 
ecpiity,  which  proceeds  on  the  principle  of  aiding  every 
attempt,  however  feeble,  to  improve  the  light  he  has, 
and  of  withdrawing  that  light  from  those  by  whom  it 
is  neglected  or  despised.  The  siune  convictions,  im- 
proved by  one  man,  and  stifled  by  another,  will  issue 
in  results  as  opposite  as  light  and  darkness,  or  heaven 
and  hell ! 

2.  Instead  of  stifling  your  convictions,  seek  to  know 
more  and  more  of  the  evil  nature  of  sin,  and  of  your 
own  vileness  in  particular.  Beware  of  dismissing 
them  as  idle,  or  imaginary,  or  exaggerated  terrors ; 
and  rest  assured,  that  as  yet  you  know  comparatively 
nothing,  either  of  the  nature  of  sin,  or  of  your  own 
diaracters  as  they  appear  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  God. 
That  you  may  know  more  of  it,  fix  your  minds  on  a 
serious  consideration  of  sin, — place  it  in  the  light  of 
Gk)d*8  Word, — look  on  it  as  it  appears  in  the  cross  of 
Christ, — consider  it  in  connection  with  the  curse  of  the 
law,  the  suflerings  of  life,  the  agonies  of  death,  and 
the  realities  of  a  coming  judgment ;  and  that  you  may 
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feel  as  well  as  know  what  it  is,  seek  to  be  suitably 
affected  by  a  sense  of  sin, — till  the  conviction  be 
thoroughly  inwrought  into  the  very  frame  of  your 
minds,  that  you  cannot  justify  nor  even  excuse  it. 

However  deep  and  painful  your  convictions  may 
be,  you  may  well  believe  that  you  are  infinitely  more 
sinful  and  vile  in  God's  sight  than  in  your  own  ;  first, 
because  of  the  natural  darkness,  depravity,  and  deceit- 
fulness  of  your  hearts,  which  prevent  you  from  seeing 
yourselves  as  God  sees  you ;  and  secondly,  because  of 
God's  essential,  infinite,  and  unsullied  purity,  of  whom 
it  is  said,  that  "  the  heavens  are  not  clean  in  his  sight ; 
that  he  chargeth  his  angels  with  folly ; "  "  that  he  is  of 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,  and  that  he  can- 
not look  upon  sin."  And  that  this  solemn  thought 
may  be  impressed  on  your  mind,  dwell  much  on  the 
contemplation  of  God's  character,  contrasting  it  with 
your  own  ;  endeavour  to  realize  the  thought  of  God 
as  the  omnipotent  and  omniscient  Searcher  of  hearts, 
the  pure,  and  holy,  and  just  Governor  and  Judge, — 
till  you  are  ready  to  exclaim  with  Job,  "  I  have  heard 
of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eye 
seeth  thee :  wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in 
dust  and  ashes ;"  or  with  Isaiah,  "  Woe  is  me  !  for  I 
am  undone ;  because  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and 
I  dwell  amongst  a  people  of  unclean  lips ;  for  mine 
eyes  have  seen  the  King  the  Lord  of  hosts." 

3.  Having  acquired  a  sight  and  sense  of  your  own 
sinfulness,  listen  with  submission  to  the  sentence  of 
God's  law.  Apply  that  sentence  to  yourselves,  and 
beware  of  any  disposition  that  may  spring  up  within 
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jon,  either  to  quarrel  with  it  as  too  seyere,  or  to  ima- 
gine that  God  cannot  or  will  not  enforce  it.  God's 
lentence  must  be  a  just  one ;  and  cannot  be  reversed, 
however  it  may  be  questioned,  by  man.  It  stands 
revealed  in  the  Bible,  and  although  conscience  may 
not  immediately  respond  to  it  when  it  is  first  an- 
nounced, yet  the  serious  and  frequent  consideration  of 
it  will  gradually  impress  and  affect  the  conscience, 
till  in  the  end  you  will  be  constrained  to  acknowledge, 
that  sin  deserves  God's  wrath  and  curse.  The  sen- 
tence of  the  law,  duly  reflected  on  in  connection  with 
your  present  experience  of  the  curse  that  follows  on 
rin,  and  with  your  future  prospect  of  a  judgment  to 
come,  will  strengthen  the  self-condemning  power  of 
conscience,  and  shut  you  up  to  the  conviction,  that 
jou  are  *'  without  excuse,"  and  that  every  "  mouth 
must  be  stopt,  and  all  the  world  become  guilty  before 
God."  And  then,  like  David,  you  will  be  ready  to 
justify  God,  and  to  condemn  yourselves,  saying,  in 
the  langufige  of  sincere  confession,  "  I  acknowledge 
my  transgression  ;  that  thou  mightest  he  justified 
when  thou  speakest,  and  be  clear  when  thou  judgest." 
We  should  resist  every  tendency  to  question  either 
the  equity  of  God  in  pronouncing,  or  the  willingness 
of  God  to  execute  this  sentence,  by  such  reflections  as 
these  :  (1.)  That  this  sentence  is  plainly  revealed  in  his 
Word.  (2.)  That  being  the  sentence  of  God,  it  must 
be  just  and  righteous  ;  for,  "  will  not  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  do  right?"  (3.)  That,  however  it  may  be 
questioned,  it  cannot  be  reversed  by  man  ;  it  may  be 
disputed  or  denied,  hut  cannot  be  disannulled  oi  ^x- 
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punged  from  the  statute-book  of  heaven.  (4.)  That 
God  is  really  the  only  competent  Judge  of  what  pun- 
ishment is  due  on  account  of  sin,  and  what  penaltieB 
are  needful  for  the  ends  of  his  universal  government ; 
and,  (5.)  That  as  he  has  unquestionably  the  power,  so 
he  has  shown  that  he  has  the  will  to  carry  that  sen- 
tence into  eflFect,  by  the  expulsion  of  the  apostate 
angels, — ^by  the  universal  prevalence  of  death, — and 
above  all,  by  the  sufferings  of  Christ  on  the  cross. 

4.  Beware  of  having  recourse  to  false  grounds  of 
confidence,  or  unscriptural  means  of  relief.  Under 
the  pressure  of  conviction,  the  mind  is  prone  to  seek 
rest  wherever  it  can  find  it,  and  too  frequently  it  is 
found  in  some  refuge  of  lies.  Some  false  doctrine,  or 
some  superstitious  practice,  is  often  embraced,  which 
serves  to  lull  rather  than  to  pacify  the  conscience, 
instead  of  that  pure  truth,  and  that  Gospel  holiness, 
which  alone  can  restore  it  to  spiritual  life  and  health. 
Like  the  diseased,  and  feverish,  and  sleepless  patient, 
who,  instead  of  seeking  to  remove  his  distemper,  and 
to  recruit  his  health  by  wholesome  diet,  has  recourse 
to  the  soothing  draught,  or  the  exciting  stimulant, 
which  allays  the  symptoms,  while  it  aggravates  the 
disease.  Thus  false  doctrine,  or  partial  and  erroneous 
views  of  divine  truth,  may  minister  temporary  relief 
to  an  awakened  conscience,  as  when  the  sinner  eagerly 
grasps  at  the  doctrine  of  the  ultimate  salvation  of  all 
men, — or  of  God's  mercy  as  exercised  without  respect 
to  justice, — or  of  the  impossibility,  or  great  unlikeli- 
hood of  everlasting  punishment ;  or  of  the  power  of 
mere  moral  amendment  to  obliterate  the  stain  of  guilt. 
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estore  liim  to  the  &yotir  of  God  ;  or  of  the  effi- 
>f  some  external  ordinance,  or  some  ecclesiastical 
ege  to  secure  his  safety.  And  so,  some  supersti- 
observance,  grafted  on  one  or  other  of  these  false 
ines,  is  made  the  opiate  of  conviction, — as  when 
oor  Papist  has  recourse  to  confession,  and  trusts 
( absolution  of  a  priest ;  or  the  uninstructed  Pro-t 
Lt  fancies,  that  by  a  decent  life,  and  regular  atten- 
i  at  church  and  sacrament,  his  salvation  may  be 
ed.  Thus  it  is  that  many  say  to  themselves, 
£e,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace ;"  while  others 
relief  by  rushing  into  the  world,  and,  by  endless 
re  of  scene,  and  society,  and  employment,  con- 
to  forget  convictions  which  they  cannot  endure, 
let  it  be  your  inmost  persuasion,  that  there  is  no 
J  ground  of  confidence,  and  no  siifo  means  of  relief, 
>t  such  as  can  bear  the  light  of  truth,  and  stand 
3St  of  God's  infallible  AVord ;  and  that  nothing 
t  to  pacify  a  sinner's  conscience,  except  that 
li  alone  can  propitiate  and  siitisfy  an  offended 
Conscience  is  God's  vicegerent  in  the  soul, 
t  can  only  be  surely  and  permanently  satisfied 
lat  which  God  himself  regards  as  a  satisfaction 

D. 

Beware  of  the  temptations  which  are  peculiar  to 
present  state,  and  stedfastly  resist  them.     Every 

has  its  peculiar  snares :  when  convictions  are 
:,  we  are  tempted  to  indifference  in  regard  to 
ktion ;  when  consolations  abound,  we  are  too.  prone 
11  into  spiritual  pride  ;  and  when  consolations  arc 
held,  and  couvirtiojis  strongs  we  are  apt  to  simV 


,J 
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into  despair.  This  is  the  temptation  to  which  strong 
conyictions  tend.  The  mind  is  apt  to  take  a  false  and 
exaggerated  view  of  its  own  sins;  for  although  we 
can  never  think  too  ill  of  sin,  we  may  charge  ourselves 
unjustly,  and  make  a  really  false  application  of  Scrip- 
ture, by  regarding  every  infirmity  as  a  wilful  sin,  and 
every  wilfiil  sin  as  a  token  of  utter  reprobation.*  It 
is  apt  also  to  question  whether  its  sins  be  pardonable^ 
and  its  salvation  possible,  thereby  limiting  the  efficacy 
of  God's  grace,  and  the  Saviour  s  sacrifice,  and  exclud* 
ing  itself  from  the  means  of  Gospel  consolation ;  nay, 
like  a  diseased  stomach,  it  turns  the  most  wholesome 
fiw)d  into  poison,  extracting  nothing  from  the  most 
precious  promises,  from  the  freest  invitations,  from 
the  richest  privileges  of  the  Gospel,  but  a  soul-wither- 
ing sense  of  its  own  wretchedness  in  having  no  in- 
terest in  them ;  and,  penetrated  with  the  unwarranted 
idea  of  its  own  hopeless  condition,  it  first  believes  in 
this  fiction  of  its  own  fancy,  and  then  raises  out  of  it  a 
thousand  imaginary  terrors,  and  dark  phantoms  of  evil. 
I  know  that  in  such  cases,  reasoning  can  do  little^ 
and  reproof  still  less ;  and  that  none  but  God  himself 
can  bind  up  and  heal  this  wound.  But  while  we  look 
to  earnest  and  persevering  prayer  as  the  most  effec- 
tual means  of  ultimate  relief,  I  may  humbly  represent 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  a  convinced 
sinner  in  such  a  case.  And  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  convictions  of  an  awakened  conscience 
are  good  and  useful  in  themselves,  and  ought  to  be 
cherished  and  yielded  to  in  so  far  oj  thei/  tend  to 

*  Bolton's  Comforting  oC  Ai&icted  Consciences,  pp.  56,  62. 
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humble.  They  ought  not  to  be  yielded  to,  but  re- 
listed,  when  thej  go  beyond  this  their  legitimate  ob- 
ject, and  threaten  to  plunge  us  into  despair.  It  is  not 
the  conyiction  of  your  own  sinfulness  that  you  resist 
in  such  a  case,  but  a  misapplication  of  conviction — 
a  £aJse  inference  from  it — a  fatal  error  growing  out 
of  it,  which  has  no  warrant  in  the  Word  of  God. 
Bepentance,  deep  humility,  and  self-abasement,  are 
the  lawful  and  proper  effects  of  conviction,  and  these 
are  warranted  by  Scripture ;  but  hopelessness,  des- 
pondency, or  despair,  are  not  warranted  by  Scripture, 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  resisted  as  on  unscriptural 
enor.  The  Gospel  is  glad  tidings — tidings  of  great 
joy  to  every-N-even  the  chief  of  sinners ;  and  you  can 
have  no  warrant  from  the  Gospel  to  clierish  that  frame 
of  mind.  It  is  true  that  the  Gospel  speaks  of  the  sin 
against  the  Holy  Ghost ;  but  it  speaks  of  it  in  general 
terms,  and  so  as  to  give  no  divine  warrant  to  any  sin- 
ner to  believe  that  he  has  incurred  it ;  and  therefore, 
this  conviction  of  your  having  been  guilty  of  that  sin, 
is  a  mere  conclusion  or  inference  of  your  own  under- 
standing, unsupported  by  express  Scripture,  unsanc- 
tioned by  divine  authority,  and  not  capable,  therefore, 
of  being  pled  with  justice  in  opposition  to  the  uniform 
tenor  of  Scripture,  which,  speaking  to  you  as  a  sinner, 
nay,  as  the  very  chief  of  siimers — calls,  and  invites, 
and  entreats  you  to  believe  and  be  saved.  And  there- 
fore, I  say,  cherish  conviction  of  sin  so  long  as  it  tends 
to  humble  you,  but  so  soon  as  it  verges  on  the  border 
of  despair,  resist  it, — God's  truth  is  then  converted  by 
Satan  into  a  strong  temptation  :  resist  the  devil  aivOi 
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he  will  flee  from  you.  This  gloomy  apprehension  it 
may  not  be  in  your  own  power  to  remove,  "  yet  it  is 
your  duty  to  oppose  to  the  uttermost.  When  God 
clothes  the  heavens  with  darkness,  and  makes  sack- 
cloth their  covering,  and  shuts  up  in  the  prison-house 
where  no  light  can  be  perceived,  it  is  natural  to  take 
a  kind  of  pleasure  in  yielding  to  despondency,  and 
in  defending  it  by  many  arguments.  But  to  resist 
this  tendency  requires  self-denial,  and  is  the  path  of 
duty,  however  difficult.**  "  Therefore,  when  the  cloud 
appears  blackest  and  most  impenetrable,  and  when 
conscience  or  imagination  are  mustering  up  their 
heaviest  charges  and  forebodings,  endeavour  to  believe 
that  there  is  One  behind  and  above  the  cloud,  whose 
beams  of  grace  will  at  length  break  through  it,  and 
shine  in  upon  you  with  a  sweeter  lustre  than  ever."  * 
6.  Let  the  convinced  sinner  acquaint  himself  more 
fully  with  the  complete  remedy  that  is  proposed  to 
him  in  the  Gospel,  for  all  that  is  really  evil  in  his 
present  condition.  He  may  have  read  the  Bible 
before,  and  may  have  acquired  a  cold  intellectual  no- 
tion of  its  leading  truths ;  but  never  was  he  so  well 
prepared  for  entering  into  its  spirit,  and  feeling  the 
suitableness  of  its  provisions,  and  the  power  of  its 
consolations,  as  he  is  now.  Every  sentence  will  now 
appear  to  have  a  new  meaning,  every  truth  a  fresh- 
ness, every  encouraging  word  a  sweetness,  unperceived 
before.  When  the  heart  is  interested — when  the 
conscience  is  seriously  impressed,  the  mind  will  be 
awake,  and  active,  and  quick  to  discern  what  other- 

*  Dr  Love's  Letters,  284. 
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wise  might  escape  bis  notice.  The  convinced  sinner 
cannot  read  his  Bible  witbout  feeling,  tbat  it  is  in  all 
respects  suited  to  bis  condition,  and  tbat  it  proposes  ;i 
oomplete  remedy  for  all  its  evils.  Tliere  are  just  two 
comprehensive  objects  wbicb  an  awakened  conscience 
demands :  the  first  is,  tbe  pirdon  of  sin  ;  and  tbe 
second,  the  purification  of  tbe  sinner ;  and  tbe  more 
thoroughly  awakened  any  conscience  may  be,  tbe 
more  impossible  is  it  to  satisfy  it  on  tbese  points  by 
any  expedient  of  mere  human  origin,  wbile  it  will  all 
tiie  more  certainly  respond  to  tbe  metbod  prescribed 
in  the  Gospel  by  God  himself.  For  there  be  finds 
both  the  great  objects  of  bis  anxiety  inseparably  link- 
ed together,  and  each  proposed  in  its  greatest  fulness, 
and  on  principles  which  satisfy  the  conscience,  as  well 
as  relieve  its  fears.  Does  he  inquire  after  pardon  ? 
and  does  bis  conscience  suggest  that,  as  sin  deserves 
punishment,  and  as  God  is  a  righteous  Judge,  pardon 
cannot  be  indiscriminately  bestowed,  nor  granted  with- 
out some  sufficient  ground  or  reason  ?  The  Gospel 
proposes  a  free  pardon — so  free  that  the  chief  of  sin- 
ners may  take  it  freely ;  but  a  pardon,  not  granted 
without  a  sufficient  ground  or  reason  ;  for  it  is  a  par- 
don founded  on  atonement, — a  pardon  not  bestowed 
until  Divine  justice  was  satisfied, — a  pardon  which 
exhibits  God  as  the  just  God  and  the  Saviour, — a 
pardon  which,  as  it  depends  on  principles  which  satis- 
fied tbe  demands  of  God's  justice,  may  well  be  re- 
garded as  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  sinner  s 
conscience.  The  sacrifice  of  Christ — that  one  sacri- 
fice— is  tbe  complete  remedj  for  all  guilt.    Yet  svu — 
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sin  still  strong  in  the  heart, — ^the  power  of  that  loath- 
some thing  which  makes  a  sinner  Tile  in  his  own  eje8> 
— ^this,  also,  must  be  taken  away  ;  for,  free  as  the  par- 
doned sinner  may  be  of  all  the  guilt  of  his  past  trans- 
gressions, every  conscience  feels  instinctively,  that  sin 
still  reigning  must  be  a  constant  disturber  of  its  peace  ; 
but  here,  too,  the  Gospel  provides  a  remedy, — ^it  pro- 
poses the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  Sanctifier,  by  whose 
agency  the  principle  of  a  new  spiritual  life  is  implanted 
in  the  soul,  and  gradually  strengthened  and  matured, 
until,  after  a  progressive  sanctification,  he  shall  be 
made  "  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light* 
Look  at  the  whole  remedy  in  all  its  fulness,  and  every 
convinced  sinner  will  see,  that  it  is  not  only  suitable, 
but  that  it  is  adequate  to  all  the  exigencies  of  his  case. 
7.  Let  the  convinced  sinner  seek  a  sure  personal 
interest  in  that  remedy,  by  closing  with  the  free  offer 
of  the  Gospel.  Every  sinner  to  whom  the  Gospel  is 
preached,  may  be  said  to  have  a  certain  interest  in  it, 
as  it  is  presented,  exhibited,  offered  to  all,  without 
exception.  But  a  saving  personal  interest  in  it  de- 
pends on  its  being  embraced,  accepted,  received.*  The 
general  interest  which  every  sinner  has  in  it,  and  of 
which  no  man  can  deprive  him — for  it  is  given  by  God 
himself — ^is  a  sufficient  warrant  for  his  seeking  this 
more  peculiar  and  saving  interest ;  in  other  words, 
every  sinner  who  is  invited  to  believe,  is  warranted 
and  encouraged  to  believis  to  the  saving  of  his  soul. 
And  he  who  can  so  far  trust  God  as  to  take  him  at 
his  ^ord,  and  to  rest  in  the  assurance  of  his  faithful- 
ness and  sincerity  in  making  this  offer,  need  not  fear. 
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oat  when  he  embraces  it,  it  will  be  withdrawn,  or  left 
iniulfilled.  But  let  him  not  rest  in  this  general  per- 
iuasion — let  him  act  upon  it ;  and,  by  a  deliberate 
exercise  of  mind,  and  in  the  most  resolute  manner,  let 
him  take  Christ  as  his  own  Saviour,  and  give  up  his 
loal  into  Christ's  hands ;  and,  ^  emboldened  by  the  free 
invitation  which  warrants  him  to  take  the  waters  of 
hfe  fteely,  let  him  put  in  his  claim  to  take  Christ  home 
in  his  person,  merit,  power,  and  love,  as  his  own."  This 
explicit  and  distinct  closing  with  Christ, — by  which 
the  sinner  takes  him  in  all  the  fulness  of  his  offices  and 
benefits,  and  gives  himself  to'Clirist,  soul,  body,  and 
spirit,  to  be  pardoned,  sanctified,  and  saved  by  him, — 
is  the  decisive  act  by  which  a  convinced  sinner  may  se- 
cure his  safety,  and  arrive  at  peace  and  joy  in  believing. 
8.  The  convinced  sinner  should  give  utterance  to 
his  convictions  in  the  langutige  of  confession,  and  to 
his  desires  in  the  language  of  earnest  prayer.  Con- 
fession relieves  the  mind  of  much  that  is  painful  in 
conviction,  while  it  is  pent  up  and  restrained  in  the 
sinner's  heart,  and,  at  the  same  time,  deepens  the 
humility  which  ought  to  be  produced  by  it,  by  bring- 
ing the  sinner  into  immediate  converse  with  a  holy 
God.  And  these  effects  will  the  more  surely  follow, 
in  proportion  as  confession  is  specific  and  full :  ^^  He 
that  confesseth  his  sin,  and  forsaketh  it,  shall  find 
mercy."  But  real  conviction  produces  inward  desire ; 
and  that  desire,  expressed  before  God,  is  prayer.  Let 
the  sinner  pour  it  out  before  the  Lord,  nothing  doubt- 
ing, that  ^'  his  ear  is  not  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear, 
neither  his  aim  shortened  that  it  cannot  save,"    Let 
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him  praj,  in  the  assurance  that  he  is  warranted  and 
encouraged  to  do  so,  and  that  God  will  fulfil  his  own 
promise,  hy  granting  his  request.  Yea,  though  he 
he  kept  long  at  a  distance,  and  may  he  tempted  to  re- 
tire under  a  feeling  of  disappointment,  let  him  perse- 
yere,  and  wait,  and  seek :  let  him  knock  loud  and 
long  at  heaven  s  gate- — and  take  no  denial ;  hut  wait 
until  God  himself  open  the  door,  and  a  flood  ofliea* 
yen's  light  hursts  on  his  astonished  eye  :  let  him  pray 
as  fervently  as  the  greatness  of  his  interest  demands ; 
and  let  him  pray  on  until  that  interest  is  secured. 
For  never  should  a  sinner  leave  off  the  exercise  of 
prayer  while  the  throne  of  grace  is  standing,  and  God, 
seated  on  the  throne,  is  waiting  to  be  gracious  there ! 

When  we  address  ourselves  to  sinners  who  are 
labouring  under  a  conviction  of  sin,  there  are  two 
classes  of  men,  of  very  different  characters,  who  may 
feel  as  if  they  had  no  interest  in  our  message,  and  who 
may  be  in  danger  of  applying  it,  although  in  different 
ways,  to  the  injury  of  their  own  souls. 

There  are  some  of  God's  people  who,  when  they 
hear  of  the  convincing  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  the 
deep  convictions  which  others  have  experienced,  may 
be  unable  to  discover,  in  their  present  state  of  mind, 
any  thing  that  corresponds  to  what  they  think  ought 
to  be  the  experience  of  every  true  Christian, — who  are 
not  conscious  of  that  deep  sorrow,  and  those  alarming 
fears,  which  a  sense  of  sin  might  be  expected  to  in- 
spire, and  who  may;,  therefore,  be  ready  to  question 
whether  they  have  yet  imdergone  the  great  change 
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yfldah.  is  essential  to  salvation.  They  complain  of  their 
coldness,  and  apathy,  and  unconcern — of  the  hardness 
of  their  hearts,  the  insensibility  of  their  consciences, 
and  the  want,  or  weakness,  of  that  deep  heartfelt 
contrition  which  they  ought  to  feel.  Now,  to  such  I 
would  say,  distress  of  mind  is  not  the  substance  of 
troe  repentance,  although  it  may  be  its  frequent  at- 
tendant,— and  that  there  may  be  true  conviction,  and 
genuine  humility  of  heart,  where  there  is  no  anguish 
or  sensihle  remorse.  Indeed,  contrition  is  often  most 
genuine,  and  humility  most  profound,  when  all  that 
is  painful  and  alarming  in  conviction  has  been  re* 
moved  hy  a  view  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of  a  forgiving 
God,  and  an  all-sufficient  Saviour.  All  that  is  terri- 
ble in  conviction  of  sin  and  wrath  may  be,  and  often 
18^  prevented,  or  immediately  dispelled  by  a  clear  view 
of  the  scheme  of  redemption  ;  and  it  is  enough  that 
you  he  really  humbled,  however  little  you  may  be 
distressed  ; — it  is  enough  if  you  be  emptied  of  all  self- 
righteous  dependence,  and  convinced  that  you  are 
"  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked."  Now,  your  very  complaints  of  the  want  of 
due  humiliation  on  account  of  sin,  may  be  an  evidence 
that  you  are  one  of  those  of  whom  our  Lord  speaks 
when  he  says,  "  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit :  Blessed 
are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness, 
for  they  shall  be  filled  :  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn, 
for  they  shall  be  comforted/'  It  has  been  truly  said, 
"  that  hardness  of  heart  deeply  felt  and  lamented,  is 
real  softness.  A  stony- ground  hearer,  and  one  seriously 
a&aid  of  remaining  such,  are  two  different  chaiacteTO  " 
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There  is,  however,  another  class  of  men,  who,  whei 
they  hear  of  deep  convictions  of  sin,  are  conscious  o 
nothing  in  themselves  which  bears  the  least  resem 
blance  to  it ;  and  who  may,  therefore,  he  ready  to  con 
elude  that  the  exhortations  which  are  addressed  i 
such  as  have  experienced  it,  are  not  applicable  to  them 
They  may  even  suppose  that,  because  sin  has  givei 
them  little  or  no  uneasiness,  they  need  give  no  hee< 
to  the  remedy  which  is  proposed  in  the  Gospel,  azu 
continue,  as  they  have  been,  indifferent  to  the  whol( 
subject.  These  men  differ  from  the  former,  in  tha 
they  cherish  their  impenitence,  and  even  glory  in  it 
but  let  them  beware  :  the  very  indifference — the  ver 
absence  of  all  concern  about  repentance,  is  the  mos 
alarming  symptom  in  their  spiritual  condition.  ¥o 
just  as  in  some  cases  of  disease,  the  utter  want  of  pan 
is  the  very  worst  symptom,  and  the  surest  precurso; 
of  natural  death ;  so  this  insensibility  of  the  conscience 
—this  utter  recklessness  in  regard  to  sin — is  the  wors 
symptom,  and  the  surest  precursor  of  death  etema] 
If  they  wBre  concerned  about  their  impenitence,—! 
the  hardness  of  their  hearts  grieved  them, — ^if  thei 
were  humbled  because  they  saw  so  little,  and  felt  w 
little,  of  the  evil  of  sin, — these  were  hopeful  symp- 
toms :  but  utter  unconcern — death-like  indifference- 
accompanied  with  no  sense  of  its  sinfulness,  and  n< 
desire  for  its  removal, — this  is  the  characteristic  of  f 
"  hard  and  impenitent  heart  '* — which  is  alike  prone 
and  presumptuous  in  its  obstinate  resistance  to  all  th< 
truths  of  the  Bible,  and  the  teachings  of  the  Spirit 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


THE  WORK  OP  THE  SPIRIT  IN  RENEWING  THE 

HEART. 

We  come  now  to  consider  that  great  change  which  is 
80  frequently  spoken  of  in  Scripture  under  the  various 
names  of  conversion,  repentance,  and  regeneration ; 
and  which  is  described  by  the  expressive  figures  of 
passing  from  darkness  to  light,  and  of  rising  from 
death  to  life. 

And  that  we  may  clearly  understand  wherein  it 
properly  consists,  and  perceive  its  relation  to  the  truths 
which  have  already  been  illustrated,  it  is  important  to 
observe, — 1.  That  this  great  change  is  usually  pre- 
ceded by  a  preparatory  work  of  instruction  and  con- 
▼iction,  which  differs  in  different  cases  in  respect  to 
its  extent^  duration^  and  result ;  but  which,  in  some 
degree,  is  necessarily  implied,  or  presupposed,  in  every 
case  of  real  conversion  in  adult  age. 

There  is  often  a  preparation  of  mind  going  before 
conversion,  by  which  the  mind  is  fitted  for  its  great 
change, — just  as  wood,  by  being  dried,  becomes  ready 
for  catching  fire  when  the  torch  is  applied  to  it.   TVoA 
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preparatory  work  consists  chiefly  in  the  instmction  of 
the  understanding,  and  conviction  of  the  conscience ; 
and  is  promoted  gradually,  and  often  for  a  long  time 
before  conversion,  by  the  reading  of  the  Word — ^by 
the  lessons  of  a  Gospel  ministry — by  Christian  society 
and  conversation  ;  while  it  is  often  more  rapidly  ad- 
vanced by  those  diispensations  of  providence  which 
impress  the  mind  with  a  conviction  of  the  unsatisfying 
and  uncertain  nature  of  all  earthly  good,  and  whidi 
bring  before  it  the  realities  of  death,  and  judgment^ 
and  eternity.  By  such  means  the  mind  is  often  in- 
structed, and  the  conscience  awakened,  long  before 
that  change  is  wrought  upon  it  which  is  described  as 
real,  saving  conversion. 

This  preparatory  work  may  be  more  or  less  extensive. 
Sometimes  it  amounts  to  little  more  than  a  few  occa- 
sional thoughts  of  Gt)d  and  eternity,  by  which  the 
mind  of  a  sinner  is  haunted  when  he  least  expects 
or  vnshes  to  be  troubled  by  them ;  but  which  have 
not  sufficient  power  over  him  to  attract  his  serious  at- 
tention to  the  things  which  concern  his  peace.  Some- 
times, again,  the  sinner  is  so  situated,  that,  by  the 
daily  reading  of  the  Word,  and  by  regular  attendance 
on  ordinances,  he  acquires,  before  his  conversion,  a 
clear  and  comprehensive  acquaintance  with  all  the 
leading  doctrines  of  divine  truth  ;  so  that  he  may  be 
apt  to  suppose  that  little  remains  to  be  added  to  his 
knowledge,  until,  by  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit,  he 
sees  that  the  light  which  was  in  him  has  been  but 
darkness,  and  that  he  knew  nothing  yet  as  he  ought ; 
ODd  80  conviction  of  sin  may  be  occasional  or  con- 
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itant,  and  more  or  less  intense,  vrhile  as  yet  he  remains 
in  an  unconyerted  state. 

This  preparatory  work  may  be  more  or  less  pro- 
tected. With  some,  it  issues  in  immediate  conversion, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  thief  on  the  cross ;  with  others, 
it  tends  gradually  and  slowly  to  the  same  result,  as  in 
tilie  case  of  those  who  stay  long  at  the  ^^  place  of  the 
Ineaking  forth  of  children ;"  while,  with  not  a  few, 
it  stops  short  of  conversion,  and  leaves  them,  at  the 
Old  of  life,  as  doubting  and  undecided  as  it  found 
them. 

For  this  preparatory  work  of  instruction  and  con- 
fiction  may  issue  in  very  different  results.  Whether 
it  be  considered  as  the  fruit  of  a  man's  natural  facul- 
ties exercised  on  the  truths  of  God's  Word,  or  as  the 
finit  of  a  common  work  of  the  Spirit  on  his  mind,  it 
is  clear  that,  while  it  is  good  and  useful  in  itself,  as 
having  a  tendency,  a  fitness  as  a  means  in  order  to 
conversion,  it  does  nevertheless  fall  frequently  short  of 
it,  and  terminates  without  efiecting  a  siiving  change. 
It  may  be  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  notwith- 
standing. The  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  usually 
been  considered  and  treated  of  under  distinct  heads, — 
"  as  preparing,  preventing,  working,  co- working,  and 
confirming."*  And  difficult  as  it  may  be  to  assign 
the  reason  why  the  Spirit's  grace  is  more  efiectual 
m  some  than  in  others,  there  can  be  no  difficulty 
in  understanding  the  causes  which  render  his  grace 
ineffectual  in  the  case  of  many  who  are  convinced 
without  being  converted.     Such  persons  have  been 

*  Owen. 
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instmcted  in  the  knowledge  of  divine  truth,  and  they 
haye  often  heen  visited  with  occasional,  and  sometimes 
with  deep  convictions  of  conscience ;.  hut  they  fall 
short  of  conversion — why  ?  firsts  because,  in  the  spirit 
of  unbelief,  they  slight  the  testimony  of  God,  and 
the  warnings  of  their  own  consciences — ^resisting  the 
light,  or  refusing  to  apply  the  truth  to  their  own 
case  : — secondly^  because,  in  the  spirit  of  carnal  secu- 
rity, they  love  a  false  peace,  and  refuse  to  be  disturb-* 
ed  out  of  their  pleasant  dreams ;  and  would  willingly 
be  let  alone  to  enjoy  their  fatal  slumber : — thirdfyy 
because,  in  the  spirit  of  rebellion  against  God,  they 
cleave  to  that  accursed  thing  which  he  denounces, 
their  hearts  love  being  given  to  some  sin,  even  whiles 
perhaps,  their  conscience  condemns  it :— fourthly^ 
because,  in  the  spirit  of  the  world,  which  is  enmity 
against  God,  they  allow  other  influences, — even  "  the 
lust  of  the  eye,  or  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  or  the  pride 
of  life" — to  wear  out  and  obliterate  from  their  minds 
the  impression  of  God's  Word  and  Spirit ;  and  the 
gay  counsel  of  ungodly  companions,  or  the  taunts 
and  sneers  of  mere  formalists  in  religion,  or  the  easy 
doctrines  of  false  teachers,  who  say.  Peace,  peaoe^ 
when  there  is  no  peace,  have  greater  power  over  them 
than  the  combined  testimony  of  their  own  consciences, 
of  God's  faithful  ministers,  and  of  his  Holy  Spirit  of 
truth  ;  and  lastly^  because  "  the  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children 
of  disobedience,  leads  their  will  captive  to  his  sway, 
even  when  it  is  urged  by  all  the  motives  of  the  Crospel 
to  repent  and  be  saved."     Oh !  it  is  a  fearful  case,^- 


IK  RBNEWINO  THE  HEART.         167 

the  case  of  a  man — ^thos  enlightened  in  his  nnder- 
itanding — thus  conrinced  in  his  conscience — ^thus  fieur 
brought  on  in  the  way  which  leads  to  conversion, 
and  jet  deliberately  stopping  short, — wilfully  turning 
Mide — ^resolutely  resisting  all  the  teaching  of  God's 
Word  and  Spirit ;  but  it  is  one  which  will  make  it 
plain  on  the  last  day,  that,  if  he  perish,  it  is  not  be- 
cause  he  had  no  knowledge,  and  no  conviction,  but 
because  be  has  stifled  both.  To  that  man  may  God 
himself  say,  ^^  What  more  could  I  have  done  for  my 
rine  that  I  have  not  done  for  it  ?  Wherefore,  when  I 
looked  that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes,  brought  it 
finrth  wild  grapes  ?"  Even  as  now,  the  same  God  is 
laying  to  every  such  sinner,  ^^  As  I  live,  saith  the 
Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the 
widced,  but  that  he  turn  from  his  way  and  live :  turn 
ye,  turn  ye  ;  why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  ?** 

But  while,  from  these  and  similar  causes,  the  pre- 
paratory work  of  instruction  and  conviction  may  come 
short  of  saving  conversion,  some  such  work  is  neces- 
sarily presupposed  in  that  great  change  of  heart.  Not 
that  we  hold  any  natural  or  moral  qualification  to  be 
indispensable  for  the  efficacy  of  the  Spirit's  work; — no ; 
"the  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,"  and  the  Spirit 
may  come  suddenly  to  a  heart  which,  till  then,  was 
wholly  unprepared  to  receive  him.  His  gifts  were 
bestowed  on  Saul,  without  any  moral  qualification, 
when  he  prophesied ;  and  on  Amos,  without  any 
natural  qualification,  when  the  liord  took  him  as  he 
followed  the  flock,  and  said  to  him.  Go,  prophecy ; 
and  so,  in  his  converting  grace,  he  called  the  thief  on. 
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the  cross  suddenly,  and  he  converted  three  thousand 
murderers  of  the  Lord  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  Such 
unexpected  and  sudden  conversions  he  is  often  pleased 
to  effect,  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  us  with  the 
reality  and  the  power  of  his  gracious  operations  on  the 
hearts  of  men,  and  with  the  certainty  of  his  continued 
agency  in  the  Church  of  God.  But  in  other  cases, 
previous  instruction  and  education  are  employed  as  a 
preparatory  means ;  so  that  every  faculty  is  filled, 
like  pipes  laid  under  ground  with  the  gaseous  fluid : 
there  is  no  light,  hut  there  is  a  real  preparation  for 
light ;  and  when  the  Spirit  applies  the  torch,  the  fluid 
is  converted  into  flame.  And,  universally,  without 
excepting  the  most  sudden  conversions,  this  change 
implies  and  presupposes  some  knowledge  in  the  under- 
standing, and  some  conviction  in  the  conscience ;  they 
may  he  suddenly  produced ;  and  simultaneously,  there 
may  he  a  change  of  heart ;  hut,  in  the  order  of  nature, 
that  change  presupposes  these  things ;  for  it  is  a 
change  of  will,  which  implies  a  motive ;  it  consists 
in  emhracing  Christ  as  a  Saviour,  and  this  implies  a 
sense  of  danger ;  it  is  called  repentance,  and  this  im- 
plies a  sense  of  sin.  So  that  even  in  the  case  of  the 
most  sudden  conversion,  the  understanding  must  he 
to  some  extent  enlightened,  and  the  conscience  con- 
Tinced,  before  that  decisive  change  is  wrought  in 
which  conversion  properly  consists.  Take  the  remark- 
able case  of  the  malefactor  on  the  cross ;  and  even 
here  you  will  see  a  preparatory  work,  of  short  con- 
tinuance no  doubt,  but  still  real,  and  implying  both 
iastruction  and  conviction.    Suppose  that  this  sinner 
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to  the  cross  with  no  more  knowledge  of  the 
Saviour  than  the  other  who  reviled  him,  still  on  the 
cross  there  was  presented  to  his  mind  as  much  truth 
as  was  necessary  to  convince  and  convert  him.     From 
the  words  of  the  blasphemers  who  stood  around  him, 
who  said  in  mockery,  hut  with  truth,   ^^  lie  »iv(Hi 
others," — from  the  inscription  on  Christ's  cross,  *'  This 
is  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  king  of  the  Jews," — and  from 
the  prayer  of  Christ,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  thoy 
know  not  what  they  do," — from  these  sources  pro- 
ceeded to  the  soul  of  this  malefactor  as  much  truth  u» 
was  necessary  for  his  conversion ;  it  enlightened  his 
mind,  it  convinced  his  conscience  ;  it  had  ])ower,  when 
apphed  by  the  Spirit,  to  make  him  believe  and  pray 
— '^  Lord,  remember  me  when  thou  comcst  into  tliy 
Idngdom."     And  so  in  other  cases  of  sudden  conver- 
sion, such  as  that  of  Paul,  of  the  Philippian  jailor, 
and  of  the  tliree  thousand  on  the  dav  of  Pentecost  : 
although  there  was  no  moral  qualification  of  any  kind 
beforehand,  the  understanding  was  enlightened,  and 
the  conscience  convinced  by  such  truth  as  was  then 
presented,  and  this  issued  in  thorough  conversion  to 
God. 

II.  Conversion  is  not  a  partial  work  on  any  one 
faculty,  but  a  change  on  every  faculty  of  the  mind, 
whereby  the  sinner  is  renewed  really,  though  not  per- 
fectly, in  the  whole  man  after  the  image  of  God. 

It  takes  effect  on  the  understanding  when  the  im- 
derstanding  is  enlightened  by  the  Spirit ;  on  the  con- 
science, when  the  conscience  is  convinced  by  the 
Spirit;  on  the  wiJJ,  when  the  will  is  subdued  by  V\ife 
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Spirit ;  on  the  affections,  when  the  affections  are  puri- 
fied, and  refined,  and  elevated  by  the  Spirit ;  and  on 
the  life,  when  the  life  is  regulated  by  the  Spirit,  and 
conformed  to  the  rule  of  God's  law. 

As  in  conyersion  all  the  faculties  of  the  soul  are 
renewed,  and  restored  to  their  proper  uses  and  ends^ 
so  none  of  them  can  be  renewed  without  a  renewal 
of  every  other ;  and  hence  the  change  that  is  wrought 
in  any  one  of  them  is  often  used  in  Scripture  to  denote 
the  whole  of  this  great  work.  The  terms  which  aie 
employed  to  describe  this  change  are  relative,  and 
have  each  of  them  a  reference  to  the  previous  state  of 
the  soul  in  that  respect,  wherein  it  is  changed.  Thus, 
illumination  has  respect  to  the  soul  as  darkened; 
regeneration  to  the  soul  as  dead  ;  repentance  to  the 
soul  as  convinced  of  its  sinfulness ;  conversion  to  the 
soul  as  turned  from  the  error  of  its  ways ;  ren,ov€Uion 
to  the  soul  as  renewed  after  the  image  which  it  had 
lost;  and  these  are  so  inseparably  linked  together, 
that  any  one  of  them  is  often  used  to  describe  the 
whole  change  which  is  wrought  in  the  soul  by  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  as  when  the  apostle  describes  it  by 
saying,  "  God  hath  shined  into  our  hearts;"  and 
again,  "  You  hath  he  quickened ;"  and  again,  ^'Repent 
and  be  converted ;"  and  again,  *'  Whosoever  believeth 
shall  not  perish,  but  shall  have  everlasting  life."  Such, 
it  would  seem,  is  the  saving  grace  of  the  Spirit,  that 
it  takes  effect  alike  on  the  understanding,  the  con- 
science, the  will,  the  affections,  and  the  practical  habits, 
— Cleaving  no  part  of  our  nature  in  its  original  state,  but 
renewing  every  part,  and  restoring  it  to  healthful 
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exercise.     And  hence  ''  all  old  things  pass  a^vaj,  and 

all  things  become  new ;"   the  understanding  obtains 

new  light,  the  conscience  new  power,  the  will  a  new 

bias,  the  affections  a  new  object,  the  life  a  new  rule 

and  end ;  so  that  the  whole  man  is  renewed,  and  a 

new  impress  and  image  stamped  upon  it.     But  that 

image  is  yet  imperfect,  and  iar  from  resembling,  in  all 

lespects,  the  likeness  of  Him  after  whom  it  is  formed. 

No  faculty  of  our  nature  is  left   unchanged ;   but 

neither  is  any  faculty  changed  at  once  into  a  state  of 

perfection.     The  understanding,  the  conscience,  the 

will,  the  affections,  the  habits  of  a  true  convert,  are 

all  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Qhost ; 

but  he  does  not  restore  them  at  once  to  full  health 

and  Tigour ;  he  renews,  but  does  not  perfect  them  at 

ihe  time  of  conrersion. 

These  views  may  serve  to  guard  against  two  errors, 
— ^the  one  consisting  in  the  supposition,  which  is  too 
apt  to  be  entertained  by  nominal  professors,  that  a 
few  notions  infused  into  the  understanding,  a  few 
convictions  awakened  in  the  conscience,  a  few  emo- 
tions excited  in  the  heart,  amount  to  the  whole  of  that 
change  which  is  implied  in  conversion  ;  the  other,  is 
the  apprehension  incident  to  true  Christians,  that 
because  they  have  reason  to  mourn  over  the  imper- 
fection of  every  grace  that  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
they  cannot  have  been  converted  or  renewed  after  the 
image  of  God.  These  errors  lie  at  the  two  opposite 
extremes,  the  one  of  carnal  and  unwarranted  security, 
the  other  of  Christian  doubt  and  fear. 
HI.  Conversion  properly  consists  in  a  sirniet  Ajeviv^ 
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brought  actuallj,  intelligently,  and  cordially,  to  close 
and  comply  with  God's  revealed  will  on  the  subject  of 
his  salvation. 

Some  conviction  of  sin  being  wrought  in  the  con- 
science, and  some  knowledge  of  God's  truth  imparted 
to  the  understanding,  the  sinner  is,  at  the  time  of  his 
conversion,  brought  to  the  point ;  he  comes  to  a  final 
decision,  a  decision  which  implies  at  once  a  firm 
assent  of  the  understanding,  in  an  act  of  faith,  and  a 
full  consent  of  the  will,  in  an  act  of  deliberate  choice. 
He  surrenders  himself  to  the  power  of  God's  truth. 
He  submits  to  God's  revealed  will  in  the  matter  of  his 
salvation.  Convinced  that  he  is  a  great  sinner,  and 
that  Christ  is  a  great  Saviour — a  Saviour  appointed 
by  God  himself, — qualified  alike  by  the  dignity  of  his 
divine  nature,  the  tenderness  of  his  human  sympa- 
thies, and  the  efficacy  of  his  meritorious  work,  to  save 
unto  the  very  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by 
him, — a  Saviour  exhibited  and  proposed  to  every 
sinner  in  the  general  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and 
declaring  his  own  free  and  unutterable  love  in  its 
universal  calls  and  invitations, — the  sinner,  taking  that 
Gospel  as  his  warrant,  comes  to  Christ,  closes  with 
him,  embraces  him  in  all  the  fulness  of  his  offices,  and 
surrenders  himself  without  reserve  into  the  Saviour's 
hands,  to  be  washed,  and  justified,  and  sanctified 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  everlasting  covenant. 
This  is  conversion  ;  this  will  secure  the  salvation  of 
the  sinner,  and  nothing  short  of  this  can.  There  must 
be  a  decisive  closing  with  the  Gospel  call,  a  final  de- 
termination — first,  on  the  part  of  the  understanding ; 


IN  RENEWING  THE  HEART.  173 

and  secondly,  on  the  part  of  the  will.     We  must  come 
to  a  decision ;  and  believing  it  to  be  infallibly  certain 
tbat  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  only,  but  an  all-sufficient 
Savioiir,  we  must  close  with  him  as  he  is  revealed  to 
us  in  the  Gospel,  and  choose  him  as  "  all  our  salvation 
and  all  our  desire."     It  is  not  enough  that  we  are 
visited   with  occasional  convictions  of  sin — so  was 
Cain,  and  so  was  Herod,  and  so  was  Judas  ;  nor  is  it 
enougb  that  we  acquire  some  speculative  knowledge 
of  diyine  truth — so  did  Agrippa,  who  was  almost  per- 
suaded to  be  a  Christian,  and  so  also  did  Simon  Magus, 
who  made  such  a  profession  as  was  sufficient  for  his 
baptism,  and  who  yet  remained  '^  in  the  gall  of  bitter- 
ness, and  the  bond  of  iniquity."     Conversion  implies 
much  more, — it  implies  an  actual,  deliberate,  and  cor- 
dial closing  with  Christ  in  his  revealed  character,  and 
a  surrender  of  our  souls  into  his  hands.     It  is  a  radical 
heart-change,  by  which  the  sinner  is  brought  to  close 
in  right  earnest  with  the  Saviour.     He  may  have  been 
troubled  in  his  conscience  before,  and  moved  in  his 
affections,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  instructed  in  the 
truth  of  God ;  but  till  now,  he  hesitated,  and  delayed, 
and  doubted ;  the  bargain  was  not  struck,  the  cove- 
nant was  not  subscribed,  the  decisive  act  was  not  done ; 
but  now  he  is  brought  to  a  point, — the  business,  long 
in  negotiation,  is  about  to  be  finally  settled ;  he  sees 
the  magnitude  of  impending  ruin — the  fearful  hazard 
of  an  hour  s  delay ;  and  hearing  that  Christ,  and  Christ 
only  can  save  him,  he  believes,  and  he  comes  to  Christ, 
deliberately  and  solemnly,  to  commit  his  soul  into  his 
hands,  and  to  embrace  him  as  his  own  Savioui. 
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This  decisive  act  of  closing  with  Christ,  and  com* 
plying  with  God's  revealed  will  in  the  matter  of  our 
salvation,  although  it  may  at  first  sight  appear  a  yeiy 
simple  and  easy  process,  includes  in  it,  I  apprehend, 
every  thing  that  is  essential  to  saving  conversion,  or 
that  is  declared  in  Scripture  to  accompany  or  flow  - 
from  it.  Let  the  sinner  close  with  Christ  in  his  scrip* 
tural  character ;  in  other  words,  let  him  have  a  correct 
apprehension  of  Christ  as  he  is  revealed  in  the  Grospd, 
and  cordially  helieve  on  him,  and  choose  him  as  his 
own  Saviour,  in  all  the  fulness  of  his  offices,  and  he 
is  really  from  that  time  a  conyerted  man,  however 
defective  his  knowledge  and  his  experience  in  many 
other  respects  may  be, — he  has  already  experienced  all  \ 
that  is  essentiaUy  involved  in  that  great  change,  and 
every  other  consequence  which  properly  flows  from 
conversion  will  ensue. 

This  decisive  act  implies, — 1.  That  he  believes  Jesus 
to  be  the  Christ ;  in  other  words,  that  he  believes  the 
same  Jesus  who  was  crucified  on  the  hill  of  Calvary 
to  be  the  Son  of  God,  manifested  in  human  nature^ 
as  the  Saviour  of  sinners ;  and,  as  such,  executing  the 
will  of  God,  acting  by  his  authority,  bearing  his  com- 
mission; nay,  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghost  as  a 
Prophet,  to  declare  God's  infallible  truth — as  a  Priest, 
to  satisfy  God's  inflexible  justice — and  as  a  King,  to 
subject  the  world  to  God's  rule ; — a  Christ  once  cruci- 
fied, but  now  exalted, — invested  with  almighty  power, 
and  able  to  save  unto  the  very  uttermost  all  that  come 
unto  God  by  him.  2.  This  decisive  act  of  closing  with 
Christ  in  his  revealed  chaxofitei^  implies  that  the  man 
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feels  himself  to  be  a  sinner ;  and,  as  such,  condemned 
by  Grod's  law,  exposed  to  God's  threatcnings,  and  in  im- 
minent danger  of  eternal  ruin ;  while  he  has  no  means 
and  no  power  to  save  himself,  but  must  be  indcbtcil  to 
a  Saviour.     3.  It  implies  that  he  is  willing,  or  rather 
that  he  has  been  made  willing,  to  receive,  own,  and 
sabmit  to  Christ  as  God's  Anointed  One,  and  in  respect 
to  every  one  of  his  offices,  as  the  Redeemer  of  God's 
people  ;  that  he  willingly  submits  his  understanding  to 
Christ's  teaching,  receiving  the  truth  from  his  lips,  and 
on  his  authority,  as  the  infallible  truth  of  God ;  that  he 
wiUin^y  acquiesces  in  the  method  of  being  justified — 
not  by  his  own  righteousness,  but  by  the  righteousness 
of  Christ,  seeking  to  be  pardoned  only  through  the 
merit  of  his  blood  shed  on  the  cross,  and  accepted 
only  through  the  efficacy  of  his  meritorious  obedience ; 
and  that  he  willingly  subjects  his  heart  and  life  to 
Christ's  royal  authority,  that  his  heart  may  be  renew- 
ed and  sanctified  by  Christ's  Spirit,  and  that  his  life 
may  be  governed  and  regulated  by  Christ's  law  ;  in  a 
word,  that  he  is  willing  to  receive  and  embrace  a 
whole  Christ  and  a  whole  salvation ;  and  to  surrender 
himself  wholly,  soul,  body,  and  spirit,  into  Christ's 
hands,  to  be  saved  and  sanctified,  governed  and  dealt 
with  now  and  eternally,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
everlasting  covenant. 

Here  we  have  a  real  thorough  conversion  ;  which 
consists  mainly  and  essentially  in  repentance  and  faith 
— ^two  gifts  of  the  Spirit  which  are  often  used  together, 
or  even  separately,  to  denote  the  whole  of  this  great 
change, — repentance  indicating  what  the  simiei  tvvnv^ 
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from, — ^faith,  what  he  turns  unto.  Conversion  is  the 
turning  point  at  which  he  turns  out  of  the  hroad  way 
which  leadeth  to  destruction,  and  into  the  straight, 
the  narrow  way  which  leadeth  unto  life.  He  then 
flees  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  flees  to  Christ  as 
his  refuge ;  he  forsakes  the  service  of  sin,  and  follows 
Christ  as  his  Master ;  he  shuns  perdition,  and  seeks 
salvation  in  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  Now,  repentance 
descrihes  his  conversion,  with  reference  chiefly  to 
what  he  turns  from,  and  faith  describes  his  conver- 
sion with  reference  chiefly  to  what  he  turns  to ;  and 
each  implies  the  other,  there  being  no  true  repentance 
where  there  is  no  faith,  and  no  true  faith  where 
there  is  no  repentance;  while  both  are  wrought  in 
the  soul,  at  the  time  of  its  conversion,  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  applying  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
From  this  radical  change  of  heart  there  flows  an  out- 
ward change  of  life,  reformation  of  Ufe  proceeding 
from  a  renewed  mind ;  first,  "  the  tree  is  made  good, 
and  the  fruit  becomes  good  also ;"  the  fountain  is  puri- 
fied, and  the  stream  that  flows  from  it  is  also  pure. 

The  production  of  true  faith  is  often  spoken  of 
in  Scripture  as  amoimting  to  the  whole  work  of  re- 
generation,— "  Whoso  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  is  bom  of  God."  And  again,  "  To  as  many 
as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become 
the  sons  of  God,  even  to  as  many  as  believed  on  his 
name  ;  which  were  bom  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will 
of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God." 
Here  every  one  who  really  believes  is  said  to  be  bora 
of  God ;   and  as  every  true  believer  is  a  converted 
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man,  it  follows  that  the  production  of  saving  ^ith  is 
equivalent  to  the  work  of  regeneration. 

fiat  then  it  must  be  a  real  scriptural  faith — such 
as  is  required  in  the  Gospel ;  not  the  faith  which  the 
Apostle  James  declares  to  be  dead,  hut  that  living 
&ith  v^hich  is  described  in  Scripture,  as  a  well-ground- 
ed belief  resting  on  the  siure  testimony  of  (iod ;  a 
positive  belief, — ^not  a  mere  negation  or  absence  of 
disbelief,  nor  a  doubtful  and  wavering  opinion,  but  a 
thorough  conviction  of  mind — an  intelligent  belief, 
such  as  is  inconsistent  with  blind  ignorance,  and  im- 
plies a  perception  of  the  meaning  of  God's  truth — a 
fall  and  comprehensive  belief,  embracing  all  that  is 
essential  to  be  known  in  regard  to  the  method  of  sal- 
vation ; — this  belief,  implying  scriptural  apprehensions 
of  God  in  his  true  character — of  Christ  in  his  person, 
as  Emmanuel,  in  the  fulness  of  his  ofiiccs  as  Mediator, 
his  great  design  and  his  finished  work — and  of  our- 
selves, as  guilty,  depraved,  and  exposed  to  a  sentence 
of  righteous  condemnation ; — this  belief,  thus  founded 
on  God's  testimony,  and  implying  spiritual  apprehen- 
sions of  his  truth,  is  a  vital,  active,  and  operative 
principle,  bending  the  will  to  a  compliance  with  God  s 
call, — awakening  suitable  emotions  of  reverence,  fear, 
complacency,  delight,  love,  and  joy, — renewing,  trans- 
forming, purifying  the  soul,  and  effecting  a  complete 
change  on  all  our  practical  habits.  The  production 
of  this  real,  living,  and  sanctifying  faith,  is  the  great 
work  of  the  Spirit  in  conversion, — a  work  which  ira- 
pUes  or  produces  a  universal  change  on  all  the  faculties 
tf  our  nature ;  so  that,  as  soon  as  this  faith  is  \m-» 
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planted  in  his  soul,  the  sinner  becomes  a  new  man,— > 
the  truth  of  God,  received  bj  faith,  renewing  his  mi- 
derstanding,  his  conscience,  his  will,  his  desires,  his 
affections — '^  all  old  things  pass  away,  and  all  things 
become  new." 

Every  believer,  then,  in  the  Gospel  sense  of  that 
term,  is  born  again;  in  other  words,  no  one  is  a 
believer  who  is  not  regenerated,  nor  is  any  adult  re- 
generated who  is  not  a  believer.  The  production  of 
saving  faith  is  that  wherein  regeneration  properly  con- 
sists. But  then  it  must  be  such  a  faith  as  the  Gosp^ 
requires  and  describes;  and  that  faith,  although  it 
may  have  its  seat  in  the  understanding,  implies  a 
change  in  our  whole  moral  nature,  and  especially  a 
renewal  of  the  will.  The  understanding  is,  in  the 
order  of  nature,  the  leading  and  governing  faculty  oi 
the  soul,  and  it  is  by  means  of  truth  cordially  be- 
lieved, that  the  great  change  is  accomplished.  Bat 
the  truth  is  either  not  duly  understood,  or  not  really 
believed,  where  it  works  no  change  on  the  heart  and 
habits  of  the  sinner.  He  may  read,  and  speak,  and 
speculate  about  it — ^he  may  even  embrace  some  frag- 
ments of  it,  and  hold  them  tenaciously  as  the  shib- 
boleth of  his  party;  but  the  substantial  truth  of 
Christ's  Gospel  cannot  be  really  understood  and  be- 
lieved by  any  man  who  remains  unconverted.  He  is 
an  unbeliever,  if  he  be  unregenerate.  An  unregene- 
rated  believer,  or  a  regenerated  imbeliever,  are  expres- 
sions which  have  no  counterpart  in  the  Word  of  God. 
And  if  it  be  so,  then  is  it  certain,  that  the  production 
of  true  Gospel  faith  is  eo|uivalent  to  being  bom  again* 
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It  ie  true  that  many  an  unregenerate  man  may 
pose  that  he  belieTes, — he  may  never  have  questioni 
the  general  truth  of  God's  Word, — he  may 
tanged  himself  on  the  side  of  truth,  and  by  a  puhli 
profeision,  or  in  private  converaatiou,  he  may  have 
often  defended  and  maintained  it, — nay,  he  may  have 
had  many  thoughts  passing  through  his  mind — many 
convictions  aivakened  in  his  conscience,  which  show 
that  lie  is  not  altogether  ignorant  or  unimpressed ; 
and  sometimes,  under  a  Gospel  ministry,  he  may,  like 
the  stony-ground  hearers,  have  heard  the  message 
with  emotions  of  deUght  and  joy,  and,  like  Herod, 
he  may  have  gone  forth  and  done  many  things  in 
compliance  with  the  preacher's  cull ;  and  in  such  h 
case,  it  may  seem  to  he  a  hard  saying  to  affirm,  that 
after  all  his  reading,  and  hearing,  and  doing,  he  is, 
or  may  be,  an  unhelieTer  still ;  yet  I  apprehend  that 
nothing  can  be  plainer  from  the  Word  of  God,  than 
that  these  transient  impressions  may  often  be  expe- 
rienced by  an  unconverted  man,  and  that  the  man 
who  is  not  regenerated  and  tcansfomied  by  his  faith, 
has  no  true  &ith  at  all.  He  may  not  question  the 
truth — but  neither  does  he  fully  miderstand  and  firmly 
believe  it ;  he  may  embrace  a  part  of  it — hut  the  sub- 
stance of  Gospel  truth  he  excludes  from  his  thoughts ; 
instead  of  yielding  Lis  mind  up  wholly  and  unreserv- 
edly to  its  subduing  and  transforming  power,  he  holds 
dowD  or  suppresses  the  truth  in  unrighteousness ;  and, 
by  a  thousand  shifts  and  expedients,  the  man  who  is 
unwilling  to  be  brought  wholly  under  its  influence, 
s  to  shut  It  out,  while,  at  the  same  time,  h« 
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may  make  a  profession  of  a  general  faith.  The  mind 
which  is  unwilling  to  be  thoroughly  renewed,  mani-* 
fests  its  unwillingness — not  by  refusing  to  obey  the 
truth  after  it  has  been  firmly  believed,  but,  at  an 
earlier  stage,  by  shutting  its  eyes  to  whatever  in  that 
truth  is  offensive  to  its  taste. 

IV.  One  characteristic  difference  betwixt  the  pre- 
paratory work  of  instruction  and  conviction,  which  is 
often  experienced  by  unconverted  men,  and  the  effec- 
tual work  of  saving  conversion,  consists  in  this, — ^that, 
in  the  latter  case,  all  voluntary  resistance  to  Gt)d*a 
gracious  will  is  overcome,  and  the  sinner  is  made 
willing  to  close  with  the  Gospel  call. 

Every  sinner  s  heart  offers  resistance  to  God's  truth. 
There  is  a  resistance  arising  from  unbelief,  which  re- 
fuses to  receive  his  testimony ;  there  is  a  resistance 
arising  from  pride,  which  repels  his  charges  and  ac- 
cusations ;  there  is  a  resistance  arising  from  the  natu- 
ral enmity  of  the  carnal  mind,  which  opposes  itself  to 
his  authority ;  there  is  a  resistance  arising  from  the 
prevailing  love  of  sin,  which  recoils  from  the  purity 
and  spirituality  of  his  service.  Hence  many  a  man 
who  has  experienced  much  of  a  common  work  of  con- 
viction, and  who  has  acquired  some  clear  knowledge 
of  the  scheme  of  divine  truth,  is  nevertheless  found  to 
stop  short,  and  stand  still,  or  turn  aside,  when  he 
seems  to  be  in  a  promising  way  towards  conversion- 
just  because,  when  it  comes  to  the  point,  he  cannot 
make  up  his  mind  to  a  full  and  cordial  reception  of 
the  Gospel :  convinced  as  he  is,  and  perhaps  troubled 
with  his  convictions  of  sin  and  danger,  and  enlightened 
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as  he  is  in  the  knowledge  of  that  way  of  salvation 
which  the  Gospel  reveals,  he  would  >nllingly  grasp  at 
some  of  those  blessings  which  it  holds  out  to  him ; 
willingly,  most  willingly,  would  he  secure  the  pardon 
of  his  sins,  and  exemption  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
and  some  good  hope  of  a  happy,  or  at  least  a  safe  eter- 
nity ; — ^but  when  he  looks  into  the  Gospel,  and  finds 
that,  if  he  would  close  with  Christ,  he  must  close  with 
liim  out  and  out ; — that,  if  he  would  obtain  pardon,  he 
must  take  a  new  heart  along  with  it, — that  if  he  would 
be  saved  from  hell,  he  must  consent  to  be  made  meet 
f(Nr  heaven, — that  he  must  receive  the  Holy  Spirit  into 
his  heart,  and  live  under  the  power  of  faith,  and  walk 
in  the  path  of  humility,  and  self-denial,  and  devoted- 
ness  to  God, — that  he  must  deny  himself,  and  take  up 
his  cross,  and  follow  Christ, — and  that  he  must  submit 
to  be  saved  from  his  sins ; — oh !  then  he  finds  that  while 
there  is  much  in  the  Gospel  which  he  most  earnestly 
desires  to  secure,  but  much  also  in  the  same  Gospel, 
and  inseparable  from  it,  which  he  is  most  anxious  to 
shun  ;  he  hesitates — he  would  take  a  free  pardon,  but 
he  vrill  not  take  a  full  Gospel  salvation — his  heart 
recoils  from  it ;   and,  at  this  point,  this  critical,  this 
decisive  point,  when  he  is  choosing  for  eternity- 
choosing  betwixt  life  and  death,  betwixt  heaven  and 
hell — at  this  decisive  point,  when  the  full  salvation  is 
fireely  offered,  and  placed  at  his  acceptance  ;  and  his 
eternal  welfare   might  be   secured  by  his  willingly 
taking  it ; — ^here,  when  nothing  but  his  own  unwil- 
Ungness  stands  in  the  way,  he  pauses — he  stops — he 
will  not  yield — he  falls  short  of  conversion. 
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Such  is  the  case  of  a  man  half  convinced,  half  per- 
suaded to  he  a  Christian ;  and  it  affords  a  melanchcdj 
confirmation  of  the  Scripture  doctrine,  that  it  is  the 
sinner  s  unwillingness  that  constitutes  the  only  bar  ijo 
his  conversion — the  sure  and  equitable  ground  of  his 
foture  condemnation.  And  if  this  be  the  great  cha- 
racteristic difference  betwixt  such  a  man  and  a  tme 
convert,  it  follows,  that  a  real  willingness  to  close  wiili 
Christ,  and  to  receive  a  full  salvation, — that  this,  al- 
though a  simple,  is  a  strong  and  sure  evidence  of  con- 
version to  God.  It  is  this,  indeed,  which  is  eveiy 
where  set  forth  in  Scripture  as  the  turning  point — Hie 
crisis — the  decisive  change.  Every  man  that  is  really 
wilUng  to  be  saved  in  the  full  Gospel  sense — to  be 
saved  out  and  out — without  exception  and  without 
'^  reserve,  has  really  imdergone  a  change  such  as  no 
human  power  could  accomplish.  No  man  who  is 
really  willing,  in  this  sense,  to  come  to  Christ,  and  to 
close  with  him,  has  ever  been,  or  ever  will  be,  sent 
empty  away.  It  is  the  will  on  which  all  depends. 
If  the  will  be  ranged  on  the  side  of  God  and  Christ, 
it  was  the  Spirit  that  placed  it  there ;  if  the  will  be 
changed,  all  is  changed  ;  if  the  will  be  won  over  to 
the  Gospel,  the  Gospel  is  won  over,  with  all  its  bless- 
ings and  promises,  to  the  sinner  s  side. 

V.  This  decisive  change  admits  of  no  degrees,  and 
is  substantially  the  same  in  all  cases,  while  it  is  cir- 
cumstantially different.  Conversion  may  be  preceded 
by  certain  preparatory  means,  which  have  a  fitness 
and  tendency  towards  it ;  and  it  may  be  followed  by 
an  after-growth ;  but,  in  itself,  it  is  a  quickening  of 
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le  sou],  by  which  it  passes  firom  death  unto  life, — and 
.  decisiye  change,  by  which  it  is  translated  from  the 
dngdom  of  darkness,  and  brought  into  the  kingdom 
of  God's  dear  Son. 

There  is  no  one  point  in  its  history  at  which  it  can 
be  said  of  any  soul,  that  it  is  neither  conyerted  nor 
unconyerted.  Conyersion  admits  of  no  degrees.  A 
man  may  be  more  or  less  wicked  in  his  natural  state, 
and  be  may  be  more  or  less  holy  in  his  regenerate 
state ;  but  he  cannot  be  more  or  less  conyerted  :  he 
must  either  be  conyerted  or  unconyertcd — regenerate 
or  unr^enerate — aliye  or  dead.  There  is  no  medium. 
Eyery  man  who  is  not  conyerted,  is  a  mere  natural, 
imregenerate  man,  howeyer  rational,  moral  and  amia- 
ble he  may  be  in  the  common  relations  of  life. 

This  decisiye  change  is,  in  substinco,  the  same  in 
all ;  while  it  admits  of  endless  diversity  in  the  circum- 
stances by  which  it  is  accompanied.  Tlie  yarietios 
that  may  occur  in  the  experience  of  true  converts,  are 
almost  infinite.  Some  are  suddenly  converted  as  soon 
as  their  thoughts  are  arrested,  and  fixed  on  divine 
truth ;  others  are  carried  on,  gradually,  along  a  protract- 
ed course  of  preparatory  instruction.  Some  are  visited 
with  deep  convictions  of  sin,  and  terrible  alarm  of 
conscience  ;  others  no  sooner  see  their  sins  than  they 
are  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  remedy.  Some  are  ex- 
cited and  agitated,  even  to  the  disturbing  of  the  bodily 
functions ;  others  meekly  receive  the  ingrafted  Word, 
and  drink  in  the  dew  of  heaven  quietly,  as  the  silent 
flower.  All  these  varieties  may  occur ;  and  it  is  im- 
portant to  mark  them ;  because  we  are  thus  goaxd^d. 
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against  the  error  of  seeking,  in  our  experience,  all 
the  circumstantials  which  we  have  heard  or  read  of, 
as  accompanying  the  conversion  of  others.  The  ex- 
perience of  others  is  not,  in  these  respects,  a  rule 
to  us  :  the  Spirit  acts  how  he  will,  and  exercises  a 
sovereignty  in  this  matter :  it  is  enough  if  we  have 
the  substance  of  true  conversion.  Now,  that  suh- 
stance  is  the  same  in  all :  it  consists  in  triie  faiths- 
such  faith  as  subdues  the  will,  and  closes  with  Christ 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  covenant;  in  other 
words,  it  consists  in  a  change  of  mind  and  heart,  hy 
which  it  turns  from  sin  unto  God  through  Jesus  Christ; 
and  he  who  can  find  the  evidence  of  this  change  in 
himself,  need  feel  no  alarm  about  the  absence  of  mere 
circumstantial  and  non-essential  accompaniments. 

VI.  This  decisive  change  is  wrought  by  the  truths 
of  God's  Word,  applied  and  rendered  effectual  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  the  agent  by  whom 
this  work  is  wrought.  It  is  every  where  ascribed  to 
him  in  Scripture.  He  opens  the  eye ;  He  enlightens 
the  mind ;  He  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
his  good  pleasure.  The  truths  of  God's  Word  are  the 
means  by  which  the  Spirit  effects  this  change  in  the 
case  of  adult  persons. 

We  are  "  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but 
of  incorruptible,  by  the  Word  of  God,  which  liveth 
and  abideth  for  ever."  "  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  per- 
fect, converting  the  soul :  the  testimony  of  the  Lord 
is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple.  The  statutes  of  the 
Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart :  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes."     "  I  have 
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egotten  you  by  the  Grospel."  These,  and  similar 
cpressions,  clearly  show  that  the  Word,  or  the  truth 
mtained  in  the  Word,  is  the  instrument  by  which 
le  l^irit  of  God  accomplishes  the  great  change  of 
dnd  and  heart  which  is  implied  in  saving  conversion. 
(any  questions  have  been  raised  upon  this  point,  and 
gitated  with  great  keenness, — as,  whether  the  Spirit's 
iflnence  is  exerted  mediately,  or  immediately,  on  the 
lind,  by  a  direct  physical  impulse,  or  by  intermediate 
loral  means  ;*  and  whether,  in  the  order  of  nature, 
lie  illumination  of  the  mind  be  prior  or  subsequent  to 
lie  production  of  a  spiritual  principle  in  the  heart  :f 
ut,  for  my  present  purpose,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dis- 
081  these  questions, — it  being  acknowledged  on  all 
ands,  that  the  truth  contained  in  the  Word  is  instru- 
mental ly  useful  as  a  means  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit, 
bid  even  were  it  impossible  to  explain  the  mode  of 
lis  operation,  we  shall  find  no  difficulty  in  admitting 
ts  reality  notwithstanding,  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  it 
B  **  a  new  creation  "  of  which  we  speak — a  supema- 
nral  change — such  as  cannot,  in  all  respects,  be  ex- 
)lained  any  more  than  the  creation  of  the  world  itself: 
br  **  the  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  we  can- 
30t  tell  whence  it  cometb,  or  whither  it  goeth  ;  and  so 
is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit." 

The  truth  is  so  applied  by  the  Spirit  as  to  be  made 
eff^ectual  for  conversion.  It  accomplishes  the  design 
for  which  it  is  fitted  and  intended  ;  it  convinces  the 
tmderstanding  ;  it  carries  the  will  along  vdth  it. 
The  call  of  the  Gospel  takes  effect,  and  becomes 

*  Dr  Payne*!  Lecture*,  p.  371.  f  Fuller,  M*Lean,  "D^\ftY\l. 
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effectual  calling,  when  the  sinner  is  thus  enabled  and 
disposed  to  close  with  it.     The  work  of  the  Spirit 
includes  moral  suasion ;  but  it  is  also  ^'  a  work  of 
power."     (Eph.  i.  19.)     We  are  made  a  "wilb'ng     i 
people  in  the  day  of  his  power."     On  this  point  also  a    1 
question  has  been  raised, — whether  the  grace  of  the    j 
Spirit  be  irresistible  or  not  ?  *  It  is  clear  that  uncon-^    i 
yerted  men  are  charged  with    "  resisting  the  Holy    \ 
Ghost ;"  for  "•  God  strives  with  them,  and  they  strive    ji 
against  God  :"  but  that  grace  which  they  resist  is    l 
rendered  effectual  in  the  case  of  all  who  believe,  not    jj 
by  virtue  of  any  power  in  themselves,  but  by  Grod's    i 
power,  "  who  worketh  in  them  both  to  will  and  to  do    ji 
of  his  good  pleasure."     And  to  those  who  are  inclined    \ 
to  deny  the  eflScacy  of  the  Spirit's  grace,  I  would  only    \ 
suggest  the  question, — what  do  you  pray  for  when    4 
you  implore  God  to  enlighten,  to  sanctify,  and  com-    ; 
fort  you  ?   Is  it  merely  that  he  would  give  you  the     \ 
means  of  instruction,  and  sanctification,  and  comfort  ? 
or  is  it  not  rather  that  he  would  make  these  means 
effectual  in  your  experience,  by  dispelling  your  dark-    ^ 
ness,  and  subduing  your  corruptions,  and  saving  you    5 
by  his  mighty  power  ?  All  your  speculative  doubts 
on  this  point  will  vanish,  if  you  will  only  consider 
the  import  of  your  own  prayers. 

VII.  Regeneration  implies  a  great  deal  more  than 
mere  moral  amendment,  or  external  reformation  of 
life.  It  is  a  chan^  of  heart.  "  The  tree  must  be 
made  good  before  the  fruit  can  be  good."  A  new 
birth  is  essential  to  a  new  life.     There  is  no  real 

*  Owen. 
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loliness,  except  what  springs  from  a  renewed  heart. 
^  That  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh :  that  which 
a  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit." 

This  decisiye  change  is  so  important,  that  our  eter- 
nal welfare  depends  upon  it,^-our  state  and  relation 
to  God  here,  and  our  everlasting  destiny  hereafter. 
[!onYerted,  or  unconverted — that  is  the  great  question, 
[f  converted, — then  pardoned,  safe,  sanctified,  intc- 
tcBted  in  all  the  privileges  and  in  all  the  promises  of 
die  ChMspel.  If  unconverted, — then  unforgiven,  unsafe, 
onsanctified,  destitute  of  all  interest  in  any  one  privi- 
lege or  promise  of  the  Gospel. 

Were  the  question  asked, — are  you  converted  ?  vari- 
Mis  answers  might  be  returned  to  it,  if  every  reader 
nrould  only  express  what  is  passing  in  his  own  mind. 
— Some  might  answer  at  once — no  ;  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation, no  diflScuIty,  in  coming  to  a  decision  :  the  in- 
most feelings  of  our  hearts,  and  the  whole  habits  of 
Dur  lives,  testify,  with  suflScient  plainness,  that  we 
bave  not  been  converted :  we  sec  no  need,  and  feel 
tto  desire  for  so  great  a  change  ! — Some  others  might 
ay — ^yes ;  we  believe  ourselves  to  be  converted.  But 
of  these  there  may  be  two  very  different  classes, — the 
one,  who  really  are  what  they  profess  themselves  to  be  ; 
the  other,  who  have  a  name  to  live,  while  they  are 
dead. — Many  more  might  say — we  are  in  doubt  as  to 
this  matter ;  we  cannot  fully  determine  whether  we 
have  yet  undergone  so  great  a  change ;  we  fluctuate  be- 
twixt assurance  and  doubt — betwixt  hope  and  fear. 
And  of  these  also  there  may  be  two  distinct  classes, — 
the  one,  really  converted,  although  they  know  it  not  ♦, 
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the  other,  as  really  unconverted,  although  they  fancy 
that  they  have  some  reason  to  think  they  may  haye 
undergone  some  slight  change. 

Now,  it  helongs  not  to  man  to  decide  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  individuals ;  every  one  must  decide  for  him- 
self. But  the  transcendent  importance  of  the  suhject, 
as  one  on  which  the  eternity  of  every  soul  depend^ 
affords  a  strong  reason  why  we  should  come  to  some 
decisive  determination* 

In  regard  to  those  who  are  in  douht  as  to  ihm 
spiritual  condition,  I  admit  at  once  that  a  man  wbj 
he  really  converted,  and  yet  may  not  he  so  fiiUy  awan 
of  the  change  that  has  heen  wrought  upon  him,  as  to 
he  ahle  to  use  the  strong  language  of  the  full  assa-  [ 
ranee  of  hope ;  hut  they  ought  to  he  reminded  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  "  give  all  diligence  to  make  their 
calling  and  election  sure  ;*'  and  not  to  sink  into  in- 
difference and  security  when,  according  to  their  own 
confession,  every  thing  that  most  nearly  concerns  them 
in  time  and  in  eternity  is  in  doubt.  Mere  doubt  as 
to  the  fact  of  a  saving  change  having  been  already 
wrought,  may  not  be  a  sufficient  evidence  of  their 
being  unconverted ;  but  indifference,  sloth,  and  secu- 
rity, existing  along  with  such  doubts,  and  cherished 
while  the  soul  is  yet  at  this  awful  uncertainty — ^these 
are  evil  symptoms,  and  should  be  seriously  considered. 
Pray  that  you  may  be  converted,  and  that  your  caUing 
and  election  may  be  made  sure. 

But  may  a  man,  who  is  in  doubt  as  to  his  being 
yet  converted,  or  who  has  reason  to  think  that,  as  yet, 
be  is  unregenerate, — ^may  such  a  man  pray  ?  I  answer, 
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unquestionably;  nay,  a  really  unregenerate  person 
may  be  exhorted  to  pray  for  regenerating  grace.  Wit- 
aess  the  apostle's  words  to  Simon  Magus — words  which 
proceed  on  a  great  general  principle — viz.,  that  what- 
ever God  requires  in  a  way  of  duty,  we  should  do,  in 
dependence  on  his  grace  to  help  us.  The  unregenerate 
man  has  duties  that  are  required  of  him ;  and  it  can- 
not be  thought  that  his  present  condition,  however 
depraved  and  helpless,  releases  him  from  the  obligation. 
The  danger  of  his  present  state  should  urge  him  to 
piay,  and  seek,  and  knock ;  while  the  gracious  promise 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  should  encourage  him.  That  pro- 
mise is  indefinite,  and  is  exhibited  and  proposed  in 
the  general  doctrines,  and  calls,  and  invitations  of  the 
Ctospel,  so  as  to  afford  a  sufficient  warrant  for  faith  to 
every  sinner  in  drawing  near  to  God. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


THE  RESULT  OP  THE  SPIRIT'S  WORK  IN  CON- 
VERSION. 

The  grand  result  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  conyersion, 
is  described  by  the  apostle,  when  he  says,  "  Therefore, 
if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature :  old 
things  are  passed  away ;  behold,  all  things  are  becom« 
new." 

I.  When  a  sinner  is  conyerted  to  God,  he  is  said 
in  Scripture  to  be  united  to  Christ.  He  becomes  a 
liying  member  of  that  spiritual  body  of  which  Christ 
is  the  Head ;  and  it  is  from  his  union  with  Christ  that 
he  deriyes  all  those  blessings  which  he  enjoys  now,  or 
hopes  to  enjoy  hereafter.  In  yirtue  of  this  union,  he 
is  identified,  as  it  were,  with  Christ,  and  Christ  with 
him ;  insomuch,  that  he  is  represented  as  haying  died 
with  Christ  when  he  died,  and  as  haying  risen  with 
Christ  when  he  arose  from  the  dead;  his  sins  are 
reckoned  to  Christ's  account,  and  Christ's  righteous- 
ness is  imputed  to  him;  so  that,  as  Christ  suffered 
his  punishment,  he  will  share  in  Christ's  reward :  he 
is  "a  joint  heir  with  dmEt^"  -aivd  has  an  interest  in 
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eTery  priyilege  or  promise  whicli  Qod  has  given  to  his 
Son  on  hehalf  of  his  people.  The  legal  or  judicial 
effect  of  this  unicui,  is  his  entire  justification,  the  par- 
don of  his  sins,  the  acceptance  of  his  person,  his 
adoption  into  God's  family,  and  his  final  admission 
into  heaven.  And  to  this  effect  of  his  union  with 
Christ  the  apostle  refers,  when  he  says, — ^*  Yea  doubt- 
less, and  I  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Ijord  :  for  whom 
I  have  suffered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count 
them  but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  be  found  in 
him,  not  having  mine  own  righteousness,  which  is  of 
the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ, 
the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith :  that  I 
may  know  him,  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection, 
and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  being  made  con- 
formable unto  his  death ;  if  by  any  means  I  might 
attain  unto  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.** — But  there 
is  another  effect  of  this  union  which  is  equally  impor- 
tant. By  being  united  to  Christ  as  a  member  of  his 
spiritual  body,  he  comes  to  be  animated  by  that  Spirit 
which  pervades  it, — the  Spirit  of  Christ,  which  is,  as 
it  were,  the  vital  power  of  his  body,  and  whicli  actu- 
ates every  member  belonging  to  it, — the  Spirit  with 
which  the  Head  was  anointed,  and  by  reason  of 
which  he  was  called  the  Christ  of  God,  being  like  the 
ointment  which  was  poured  on  the  head  of  Aaron,  and 
which  went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garment.  Every 
member  of  -his  body  shares  in  this  anointing,  and  the 
spiritual  effect  of  this  vital  union  is,  that  "  from  Christ 
the  Head,  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  togethet,  aaaA. 
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compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  accoitU 
ing  to  the  effectual  working  in  the  measure  of  eveij 
part,  maketh  increase  of  the  body  unto  the  edifying 
of  itself  in  love."  Or,  as  the  same  truth  is  elsewhere 
represented  under  another  figure, — every  believer  is 
a  branch  in  Christ,  the  true  vine ;  and  from  Chiisl 
derives  that  sap  and  nourishment  which  renders  him 
fruitful :  "  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  ihe 
branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in 
the  vine ;  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I 
am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches :  he  that  abideth  in 
me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  mndli 
fruit :  for  without,"  or  out  of,  "  me  ye  can  do  nothing.** 
Such  is  the  union  which  is  declared  to  subsist  be* 
tween  Christ  and  his  people,  and  in  virtue  of  which 
every  converted  man  is  said  to  be  "  in  Christ."  If  we 
inquire  by  what  means  this  union  is  effected,  or  how 
it  is  that  we  may  be  grafted  into  the  vine,  we  shall 
find  that  it  is — by  faith.  Faith  is  the  bond  whidi 
unites  the  sinner  with  the  Saviour.  No  unbeliever  is 
in  Christ — no  believer  is  out  of  Christ.  Nominal  and 
formal  professors  may  be  said,  indeed,  to  be  in  Christ 
externally  or  apparently,  by  reason  of  their  connection 
with  his  visible  body,  the  Church ;  and  to  their  case 
our  Lord  seems  to  refer,  when  he  says,  "  Every  brandi 
in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit  he  taketh  away," — ^refer-^ 
ring  to  fruitless  and  faithless  professors,  who  are  as 
withered  branches  that  receive  no  vital  sap  or  nourish-^ 
ment  from  the  vine  to  which  they  seem  ^to  belong; 
but  the  reason  is,  that  they  have  no  faith — ^his  Word 
does  not  abide  in  them,  nor  does  his  Spirit  animate 
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them.  That  which  constitutes  the  Tital  union  is  FAirn. 
The  Jews,  the  natural  branches,  were  broken  off 
because  of  unbelief;  and,  says  the  apostle,  *^  Thou 
itandest  by  faith.  Thou  wert  cut  out  of  tlie  olive  tree, 
which  is  wild  by  nature,  and  wcrt  gnifFcd  contrary 
to  nature  into  a  good  olive  tree."  The  Jews,  the 
natural  branches,  were  in  this  tree,  as  members  of 
Gods  risible  Church ;  but  through  unbelief  they  were 
boken  off:  the  Gentiles,  who  were  branches  of  a 
wild  olive,  and  had  no  connection  at  all  with  the  true 
nne,  were  grafted  in  by  faiih  ;  so  that  in  both  cases 
we  see  that  faith  is  the  bond  of  union. 

II.  Now,  of  every  man  who  is  thus  united  to  Christ, 
it  is  said,  he  is  a  new  creature — or,  that  there  is  a  new 
creation.  And  if  we  would  understand  the  import  of 
this  statement,  or  what  is  meant  by  the  new  creation 
here  spoken  of,  we  may  derive  much  instruction  from 
a  comparison  of  two  other  passages  (Gal.  vi.  15,  and 
v.  6),  where  the  same  expression  occurs,  and  which 
throw  much  light  on  each  other,  and  also  on  the  text 
In  the  first,  the  apostle  says,  "  In  Christ  Jesus  neither 
drcumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcision, 
but  a  new  creature ;*  and,  in  the  second,  he  says,  "  In 
Jesus  Christ,  neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing, 
nor  uncircumcision ;  hvit faith  which  worketh  bj/  love  ;" 
and  from  a  comparison  of  the  two,  we  may  infer  that 
by  a  new  creature  in  the  one,  he  means  the  same  thing 
as  is  described  by  "faith  which  worketh  by  love" 
in  the  other ;  or,  that  '•  faith  working  by  love  "  is  the 
new  creation  which  is  wrought  in  the  soul  of  a  sinner 
when  he  is  converted  to  God,  and  united  to  Christ. 
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The  production  of  true  faith  is  often  spoken  of  in 
Scripture  as  equivalent  to  the  whole  work  of  regene- 
ration :  "  Whoso  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ, 
is  bom  of  God;"  "  and  he. that  believeth  shall  not 
come  into  condemnation ;  but  is  passed  from  death 
unto  life  :*'  "  he  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  ever- 
lasting life ;"  and  "  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have 
peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  bj 
whom  also  we  have  access  by  faith  into  this  graca 
wherein  we  stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God."  But  then  it  must  be  a  vital  faith,  such 
as  is  required  in  the  Gospel ;  a  living  and  active 
principle,  serving  at  once  to  connect  us  with  Christ, 
and  to  constrain  us  to  live  no  longer  to  ourselves,  but 
to  him  that  died  for  us,  and  that  rose  again.  In  a 
word,  it  must  be  "  the  faith  which  worketh  by  love.** 
Love  is  the  sum  of  God's  law,  and  the  spring  of  all 
acceptable  obedience ;  for,  said  our  Lord  himself, 
*'  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thv  God  with  all  thine 
heart :  this  is  the  first  and  great  commandment.  And 
the  second  is  like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself.  On  these  two  commandments 
hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets ;" — and,  says  the 
apostle,  "  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Now 
love  is  the  spring  which  faith  touches,  and  through 
which  it  brings  into  play  every  faculty  of  soul  and 
body  in  the  service  of  God.  The  Gospel,  being  a 
message  of  love  from  God,  cannot  be  believed  without 
awakening  a  responsive  love  in  our  own  bosoms :  we 
will,  we  must  love  him,  because  he  first  loved  us ;  and 
loving  him^  we  will  love  one  another  for  his  sake ;  and 
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if  it  be  trae,  that  '^  whosoeyer  belieyeth  that  Jesus  is 
the  Christ  is  bom  of  God,"  it  is  equally  true  that  every 
child  of  God  must  love  his  Father  in  heaven,  and  that 
**  every  one  that  loveth  him  that  begat,  loveth  those 
also  that  are  begotten  of  him."  The  Gospel  message 
is  fitted  to  call  this  powerful  principle  into  operation  ; 
and  wherever  it  does  so,  we  see  the  Gospel  fulfilling 
the  very  end  of  the  law, — we  see  faith  producing  that 
kve  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness,  and  through 
love,  all  the  peaceable  firuits  of  righteousness.  And 
thus,  and  thus  only,  is  the  whole  character  changed, 
and  changed  so  thoroughly,  as  to  justify  the  strong 
language  of  the  apostle,  when  he  says,  ^^  Therefore 
if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature  :  old 
things  are  passed  away ;  behold,  all  things  are  become 
new. 

You  see  the  connection  at  once  between  the  two 
clauses  of  the  passage,  when  they  arc  thus  explained  : 
we  are  united  to  Christ  by  faith,  and  the  new  creation 
consists  in  ''  faith  which  worketh  by  love ;"  so  that  it 
follows,  "  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  crea- 
ture :  old  things  are  passed  away ;  behold,  all  things 
are  become  new." 

It  is  of  considerable  practical  importance  to  view 
the  subject  in  this  light,  not  only  because  it  aflFords  a 
clear  and  definite  explanation,  in  a  few  comprehen- 
sive words,  of  all  that  is  essentially  implied  in  the  new 
creation,  but  also  because  it  may  serve  to  guard  us 
against  two  very  opposite  errors,  into  one  or  other  of 
which  many  hearers  of  the  Gospel  are  apt  to  fall. 
6ome,  when  ihey  read  of  the  great  change  wVvlc\i  m\iA\ 
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be  wrought  on  a  sinner  before  he  can  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  are  visited  with  some  remorse- 
ful reflections  on  the  ca];elessness  or  delinquencies  of 
their  past  life,  are  so  far  impressed  with  God's  truth, 
as  to  resolve  on  breaking  off  some  of  their  former 
habits,  and  may  actually  begin  a  work  of  outward 
reformation, — forsaking  the  tavern,  and  the  haunts  of 
profligacy,  and  the  company  of  the  careless  and  pro- 
fane; and  repairing  to  church,  and  sacrament,  and 
assuming  the  outward  observances  of  a  religious  li^ 
Far  be  it  from  us  to  discourage  or  despise  these  praii>* 
tical  reforms, — they  are  included  in  the  duty  which 
you  owe  to  God  and  your  own  souls ;  and  they  will 
materially  promote  your  present  comfort,  as  well  as 
bring  you  more  frequently  and  more  hopefully  into 
contact  with  the  means  of  grace.  Persevere,  then,  in 
the  course  of  outward  amendment,  and  in  the  practi- 
cal work  of  self- reform:  But  oh  !  remember,  lest  even, 
your  amendment  should  become  a  snare  to  you, — that 
a  new  creation  is  God*s  work^ — that  it  consists,  noti& 
amendment  of  life  merely,  although  that  will  assuredly 
flow  from  it,  but  in  a  change  of  mind  and  heart ;  and 
that  the  only  root  on  which  the  fruits  of  true  righ- 
teousness will  grow,  is  "  faith  that  worketh  by  Iotc.** 
Mere  civil  virtue  may  spring  from  many  roots, — firom 
law,  from  policy,  from  prudence,  from  education,  from 
example ;  but  Christian  virtue  is  the  fruit  and  pro- 
duct of  Christian  faith.  The  nature  of  the  fruit  depends 
on  the  nature  of  the  tree  :  first  make  the  tree  good« 
says  our  Lord,  and  the  fruit  will  be  good  also  :  let  the 
heart  be  changed,  and  the  life  will  be  reformed ;  but 
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if  jon  rest  in  mere  outward  reformation,  while  jou  are 
destitute  of  the  "  fiiith  that  worketh  hy  love,"  you  are 
onlj  **'  cleansing  the  outside  of  the  cup  and  platter," 
and  you  will  resemble  whitcd  sepulchres,  which  arc 
outwardly  beautiful,  while  they  inclose  a  mass  of 
putrid  corruption.  It  is  by  faith  that  you  must  be 
justified ;  it  is  by  the  same  faith,  working  by  love, 
Ihat  you  must  be  sanctified  ;  and  any  external  refor- 
mation that  is  grafted  on  another  stock,  although  it 
n^yhave  the  semblance  of  sanctification,  has  nothing 
in  it  of  its  substance,  and  will  neither  sufiice  for  your 
safety  now,  nor  for  your  welfare  hereafter.  This  is 
the  first  great  error  against  which  you  should  be 
warned  by  the  doctrine  of  the  apostle,  when  he  de- 
clares, that  in  Christ  Jesus,  nothing  that  is  merely 
external  or  ceremonial  will  avail  you,  but  "  a  new 
creation  ;"  and  when  he  tells  you  that  this  new  crea- 
tion consisteth  mainly  in  the  production  of  "  faith 
that  worketh  by  love." 

But  there  is  another  error,  at  the  opposite  extreme 
firom  the  former,  which  is  equally  dangerous,  and 
which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  not  a  few  are  prone  to  em- 
brace. Some,  when  they  read  of  the  privileges  and 
promises  which  are  given  to  faith, — when  they  hear 
that  "  whoso  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  is 
bom  of  God,"  and  that  "  he  that  believeth  shall  not 
perish,  but  shall  have  everlasting  life," — immediately 
conclude,  that  because  they  have  never  questioned  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel,  and  have,  on  the  contrary,  ac- 
quired a  good  measure  of  speculative  knowledge,  and 
ranged  themselves  on  the  side  of  those  who  ]^tofeBA  t\x% 
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faith  of  Christ,  they  need  give  themselves  no  uneasi^ 
ness, — their  creed  is  sound, — their  orthodoxy  is  un- 
questionahle ;  and  they  flatter  themselves,  therefore^ 
that  their  souls  are  safe.  Oh !  would  to  God  that  « 
sound  creed  were  always  combined  with  a  new  hearty 
and  that  an  orthodox  profession  were  never  separated 
from  a  holy  and  spiritual  character ;  but  God's  Word, 
as  well  as  our  own  experience,  testifies  the  reverse. 
And  hence  the  necessity  of  urging  the  great  principle 
that  "  faith  without  works  is  dead," — ^that  speculative 
knowledge  is  nothing  if  it  have  no  spiritual  fruits, — 
and  that,  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  "  he  is  a  new  crea- 
ture :  old  things  are  passed  away ;  behold,  all  things 
are  become  new." 

When  a  man  believes  so  as  to  be  united  to  Christ, 
his  faith  worketh  by  love,  so  as  to  change  his  whole 
character ;  and  for  this  reason  he  is  said  to  be  a  new 
creature^  and  to  have  "  put  off  the  old  man  with  his 
deeds ;  and  to  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  renewed 
in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him." 
And  that  we  may  understand  the  nature  and  extent 
of  that  change  which  is  wrought  on  a  sinner  at  the 
time  of  his  conversion  to  God,  and  union  with  Christ, 
—I  observe, 

1,  He  is  a  new  creature,  because  he  is  brought 
into  a  new  state  ;  or,  in  other  words,  because  his  rela- 
tion to  God  is  entirely  changed.  Formerly  he  was  in 
a  state  of  wrath ;  for  the  "  wrath  of  God  is  revealed 
from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteous- 
ness of  men ;" — now  he  is  in  a  state  of  peace ;  for 
*'  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God 
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through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;" — ^formerlj  he  was 

in  a  state  of  enmity ;  for  *'  the  carnal  mind  is  enmitj 

gainst  God ;" — now  he  is  in  a  state  of  reconciliation ; 

for  ^^  them  that  were  sometime  alienated,  and  enemies 

in  their  minds  by  wicked  works,  yet  now  hath  Christ 

reconciled ;" — formerly  he  was  in  a  state  of  imminent 

danger,  ^  without  Christ,  without  God,  and  without 

hope  in  the  world,"  but  now  he  is  in  a  state  of  perfect 

safety  ;  for  ''  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ?" 

^  All  things  are  yours ;  for  ye  are  Christ's,  and  Christ 

is  God's."     Thus  thoroughly  is  the  state  and  condition 

of  a  sinner  changed  when  he  is  united  to  Christ ;  he 

is  brought,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  world, — every  thing 

assumes  a  new  aspect — he  has  passed  from  death  unto 

Hfe,  and  exchanged  the  bondage  of  Satan  for  the 

liberty  of  a  child  of  God. 

2.  He  is  a  new  creature,  because,  under  the  teach- 
ing of  the  Spirit,  he  has  acquired  new  viens, — new 
news  of  himself,  his  nature,  his  character,  his  sins,  his 
duties,  his  trials,  his  proper  business,  his  everlasting 
prospects, — new  views  of  life,  its  vanity,  its  shortness, 
its  uncertainty,  its  real  nature  and  momentous  impor- 
tance, as  the  only  season  of  preparation  for  eternity, — 
new  views  of  the  world — its  gorgeous  pageantry,  and 
broken  cisterns,  its  deceitful  and  ensnaring  pleasures, 
its  destructive  lusts,  its  utter  repugnance  and  opposi- 
tion to  God, — new  views  of  the  truth,  that  same  truth 
with  which  he  may  have  long  been  familiar  as  it  is 
presented  in  the  letter  of  Scripture,  or  in  the  terms  of 
an  orthodox  catechism  or  creed,  but  to  which  he  now 
attaches  a  new  meaning — ^his  eye  being  opened  to  see, 
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and  his  heart  to  feel,  its  spirituality,  its  certainty,  its 
awfal  magnitude  and  importance  with  relation  to  his 
own  soul :  God  has  shined  into  his  heart,  to  give  him 
the  light  of  this  knowledge,  and  he  feels  as  if  a  veil  had 
heen  removed  from  before  his  eyes ;  so  that,  althougli  lit 
may  still  see  only  as  "  through  a  glass  darkly,"  andper^ 
haps  at  first  more  confusedly  still,  as  did  the  man  who 
*'  saw  men  as  trees  walking,"  still  he  is  ready  to  exclaim^ 
"  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now 
I  see" — He  has  now  new  views  of  God^ — ^his  infinite 
nature,  his  perfect  character,  his  wonderful  works,  hu 
ways  in  Providence,  his  purpose  and  plan  of  grace  ;— 
these  things,  which  were  formerly  dark  and  doubtful, 
or  which  had  no  power  to  arrest  and  fix  his  thought^ 
or  which  flitted  before  his  fancy  as  shadowy  and  un- 
substantial forms,  have  now  acquired  a  reality,  and  a 
power,  and  a  magnitude  which  render  them  the  most 
firequent  objects  of  his  contemplation,  and  leave  a 
sense  of  awe  on  his  spint,- — ^insomuch,  that  whereas 
formerly  "  God  was  not  in  all  his  thoughts,"  he 
"  now  sets  the  Lord  continually  before  him." — He  has 
new  views  ofsin^ — of  sin,  in  its  relation  to  God,  as 
opposed  to  every  perfection  of  his  character,  to  every 
precept  of  his  law,  and  every  principle  of  his  govern- 
ment, "  the  abominable  thing  which  the  Lord  hateth  ;* 
and  of  sin  in  its  relation  to  his  own  soul,  exposing  it 
to  the  wrath  and  curse  of  God,  polluting  and  defiling 
it,  so  that  it  becomes  utterly  vile ;  infecting  it  widi 
loathsome  spiritual  disease,  like  an  overspreading 
leprosy,  disturbing,  or  rather  destroying,  its  inward 
pesLce;   perverting  and  depraving  eveiy  one  of  its 
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faculties,  Rod  binding  tb«m  down  hy  an  indulpriklile 
tyranny,  in  a  state  of  sclf-iniposed  bondage; — tbuacon- 
ceiring  of  sin,  be  sees  its  heinousness,  its  demerit,  aiid 
the  justice  of  tbat  sentence  which  God  hus  denounced 
against  it ;  and  instead  of  milking  light  of  it,  as  be  once 
did,  he  feels  it  to  be  a  heavy  burden, — instead  of  rolling 
it  as  a  sweet  morsel  under  bis  tongue,  he  feels  it  to  be  a 
root  of  bitterness ;  and  instead  of  excusing  it,  be  con- 
demns hiniBelf  on  account  of  it,  saying,  "  the  law  is 
holy,  and  the  commandment  holy,  and  just  and  good ;" 
"  but  1  am  carnal,  sold  under  sin."  He  bas  new  views 
of  salvation — of  its  absolute  necessity — of  its  infinite 
■  value  as  "  the  one  thing  needful," — tbc  pearl  of  great 
^■teice,  for  which  he  is  willing  to  bear  the  loss  of  all 
^^■Uags,  and  to  count  tbem  but  dung  ;  for  "  what  is  a 
^|Sun  ptoSted,  if  be  should  gain  the  whole  world  and 
^^lose  his  soul ;  oi  what  can  a  mau  give  in  exchange  for 
bissou!?"-— of  lis  difficulty,  or  rather  its  impossibility, 
in  BO  far  as  his  own  resources  or  efforts  are  concerned ; 
for  his  new  views  of  God,  and  of  bis  government — 
of  sin,  and  its  demerit,  teach  him  to  entertain  new 
thoughts  also  of  the  conditions  on  which  salvation 
depends,  and  he  is  prepared  to  acquiesce  with  admi- 
ration and  gratitude,  in  tbat  scheme  of  grace  and  re- 
demption which  fonnerly  appeared  foolishness  to  him, 
but  which  now,  to  his  awahcned  conscience,  commends 
it«elf  as  "  tbe  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God." 
"Thenaturalmanreceivcthnot  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  for  they  are  foolblmesa  to  bim  ;  neither  can 
he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned ;" 
but  when  he  is  converted  by  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit, 
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all  his  views  are  changed :  doctrines  which  he  was 
at  first  disposed  to  ridicule  or  dispute,  come  to  he  re- 
garded as  first  truths,  or  self-evident  principles,  whidi 
carry  their  own  evidence  along  with  them  to  an  awa- 
kened conscience,  and  he  is  as  a  man  awaking  oat 
of  sleep,  and  exchanging  the  dreams  of  night  for  the 
realities  of  day — ^^  old  things  have  passed  away;  att 
things  have  become  new." 

3.  He  is  a  new  creature,  because  he  has  been  eiH 
dued  with  new  affectioiis^  or  rather  his  affections  haT9 
been  directed  to  new  and  worthier  objects.  Formeify 
they  were  withdrawn  from  God,  and  as  they  must  haw 
some  object,  they  were  centered  on  some  worldly  thii^ 
— power,  or  pleasure,  or  wealth,  or  fame ;  and  hence  lit 
was  ungodly,  as  having  no  supreme  affection  for  God^ 
and  subject  to  worldly  lusts — "  the  lust  of  the  eye,  the 
lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  pride  of  life."  These  lusts 
are  not  eradicated  by  conversion ;  they  may  long  con- 
tinue to  be  to  the  believer  what  the  Canaanites  wen 
to  the  people  of  Israel, — ''  They  shall  be  as  thorns  in 
your  sides,  and  their  gods  shall  be  a  snare  unto  you; 
that  through  them  I  may  prove  Israel,  whether  they 
will  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord  or  not."  But  their 
power  is  broken,  when,  imder  the  teaching  (^  the 
Spirit,  the  mind  is  turned  from  lying  vanities  to  the 
living  God,  and  new,  and  holier,  and  better  objects 
are  embraced  by  the  heart's  affections.  Faith  worketh 
by  love — ^love  to  God  as  a  reconciled  and  forgiving 
Father,  which,  springing  from  a  Uvely  sense  of  his 
mercy  in  the  scheme  of  redemption,  is  evermore  nour- 
ished and  strengthened  by  new  instances  and  tokou 
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of  his  goodness,  and  rises  at  length  into  a  complacent 
crteem,  and  profound  adoration  of  his  essential  char- 
acter, so  that  he  is  lored  the  more  in  proportion  as 
he  is  better  known ;  and  every  new  discovery  of  his 
hoondlesB  perfections,  every  new  manifcstition  of  his 
wiidom,  and  faithfulness,  and  power,  adds  fuel  to  the 
ftune  of  this  holy  affection : — ^love  to  Christ,  as  God 
and  man,  uniting  in  his  own  person  the  perfections  of 
the  divine  with  the  sympathies  of  the  human  nature ; 
and  endeared  by  the  recollection  of  what  he  did  and 
nfiered,  the  humiliation  to  which  he  submitted,  the 
agony  which  he  endured,  the  lovely  graces  which  he 
enrdsed,  the  precious  benefits  which  he  purchased, 
and  the  freeness  w^ith  which  they  are  conferred. 
Cbist  is  precious  to  the  believer,  and  "  the  love  of 
Christ  constraineth  him  " — and  love  to  God  as  his 
Father,  and  to  Christ  as  his  elder  brother,  is  combined 
with,  and  tends  to  nourish  a  disinterested  love  towards 
bis  people  as  brethren,  and  towards  all  men  as  God's 
ofipring ;  so  that  he  will  be  ready  to  "  do  good  to  all 
men  as  he  has  opportunity,  but  especially,"  as  being 
more  closely  related  to  them  by  the  most  sjicred  bonds, 
*  to  such  as  are  of  the  household  of  faith." 

4.  As  the  objects  of  his  aflPections  are  new,  so 
also  are  his  desires  and  aims.  Formerly,  these  were 
directed  solely  to  the  world;  he  knew  of  nothing 
better,  and  cared  for  nothing  more  than  its  fleeting 
vanities ;  but  now  they  are  raised  above  the  world — 
to  God  as  his  chief  good,  and  extend  beyond  the 
world — to  heaven  as  his  everlasting  home.  His  su- 
preme desire  is  to  know  and  enjoy  God, — to  mauilam 
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communion  with  him, — to  acquire  larger  yiews  of  his 
perfections,  and  a  sweeter  sense  of  his  presence, — ^to 
hecome  conformed  to  his  will,  and  to  he  transformed 
into  his  image.  "  There  he  many  that  say,  Who  will 
show  us  any  good  ?  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  upon  me.  Thou  hast  put  gladness 
into  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time  that  their  com 
and  wine  increased."  "  Mv  soul  foUoweth  hard  after 
Gt>d ;  early  will  I  seek  thee :  my  soul  thirsteth  for 
thee,  my  flesh  longeth  for  thee  in  a  dry  and  parched 
land,  to  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory  as  I  haye  seea 
thee  in  the  sanctuary."  This  heing  his  chief  end  and 
chosen  good,  his  desires  will  he  set  on  every  thing 
that  has  a  tendency  as  a  means  to  lead  towards  it; 
and  hence  his  deep  concern  as  to  his  saying  interest 
in  Christ, — his  earnest  prayers  for  pardoning  men^ 
and  sanctifying  grace, — ^his  patient  waiting  upon  God 
in  the  way  of  his  own  appointment, — and  his  spiritual 
appetite,  when,  "  like  a  new-hom  hahe,  he  desires  the 
sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  he  may  grow  therehy." 
For  spiritual  life  has  its  instincts  as  well  as  natural; 
and  just  as  surely  as  a  new-hom  child  will  crave  the 
food  which  nourishes  the  hody,  so  will  a  soul  that  has 
heen  horn  again  desire  and  seek  after  its  congenial 
ahment.  And  seeing  that  here  every  thing  is  imper- 
fect, and  that  in  its  present  state  he  cannot  enjoy  God 
as  he  would,  he  will  look  beyond  the  world  for  the  ftdl 
satisfaction  of  his  desires.  The  world  was  once  his 
all ;  but  now  another  world,  infinitely  greater  and 
more  glorious,  has  been  brought  into  view;  and, 
by  its  surpassing  worth  and  loveliness,  has  attracted 
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his  affectioiui  towards  it ;  so  that,  in  some  measure, 
he  feels  that  his  citizenship  is  in  heaven, — that  his 
hofme  is  there, — and  that  it  is  alike  his  duty  and  his 
piiTil^e  to  ^  set  his  affections  on  things  ahove,  and 
not  on  things  which  are  on  the  earth ;  for  the  things 
which  are  seen  are  temporal,  hut  the  things  which  are 
not  seen  are  eternal." 

5.  He  is  a  new  creature,  hecause  he  has  new  enjoif- 
nien^,— enjoyments  springing  from  the  exercise  of  his 
gnuioas  affections, — ^from  the  enlarged  and  elevated 
yiews  which  have  heen  imparted  to  his  mind, — from 
the  hlessed  privileges  of  which  he  has  heen  made  a 
partaker, — from  the  sweetness  of  that  inward  peace 
which  passeth  all  understanding, — ^from  the  comfort- 
able communion  which  he  holds  with  God,  and  the 
new  aspect  in  which  every  thing  within  and  around, 
above  and  before  him,  appears  to  one  who  has  been 
reconciled  to  his  God.     He  may  have  enjoyed  nature 
before,  and  may  have  looked  with  rapt  admiration  on 
its  smiling  landscapes,  and  swelling  seas,  and  peaceful 
lakes ;  but  a  new  element  of  joy  mingles  with  his 
thoughts,  when,  looking  on  all  these  in  the  light  which 
religion  sheds  on  them,  he  can  say,  "  ]\f  y  Father  made 
them  all."     He  may  have  delighted  in  the  exercise  of 
his  ^unilties  before,  and  may  have  felt  a  conscious 
elevation  when  engaged  in  some  lofty  study ;  but  a 
new  element  of  joy  is  infused  into  his  spirit,  when, 
raising  his  thoughts  from  things  terrestrial  to  things 
celestial  and   divine,   he  contemplates  them  in  the 
light  which  God  himself  has  shed  upon  them  in  his 
Word,  and  in  the  delightfal  assurance,  that  ^^  vAiaX 
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he  knows  not  now  be  shall  know  hereafter."  Andu 
he  enjoys  what  he  never  knew  before — peace  of  con- 
science— even  the  very  peace  of  God  which  paasetfa 
sll  understanding, — and  the  blessedness  of  him  nhoK 
iniquity  is  forgiven,  "  whom  God  chooseth  and  raakMk 
to  approach  unto  him  ;"  and  finds  that,  '^  in  the  vaj 
keeping  of  his  commandments,  there  is  a  great  k- 
ward," — that "  wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantne^ 
and  all  her  paths  are  peace." 

6.  He  is  a  new  creature,  because  his  haUta  an 
totally  changed,  in  so  far  as  they  w<^re  previonih 
inconsistent  with  the  will  of  God.  He  leaves  tbt 
broad  way,  and  walks  in  the  narrow  palb.  Whotera 
in  his  previous  course  of  life  was  at  variance  tri& 
Qod's  law,  is  at  once  abandoned  i  whateTer  duty  be 
had  formerly  neglected,  whether  religious,  penoH^ 
or  relative,  he  now  honestly  seeks  to  discharge:.  Bii 
own  will  is  no  longer  his  guide,  but  God's  will;  bf 
that  unerring  rule  his  whole  life  is  regulated  :  "Laid, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  is  the  language  of 
his  heart.  If  he  had  previously  been  intemperate,  tt 
dishonest,  or  profane,  or  profligate,  inattentive  to  thl 
Word,  and  sacraments,  and  prayer — the  change  wM* 
has  been  wrought  on  his  spirit  will  appear  i 
altered  habits ;  and  if,  as  is  soraetimes  the  case,  hi 
had  heen  always  decent  in  his  external  deportment 
and  regular  even  in  his  religious  oliservances;,  allhovgll 
the  change  will  not  be  so  visible  to  hisfellow-m 
will  be  conscious  of  it  in  his  own  bosom, — iniumtuk' 
as  he  will  now  be  actuated  by  new  motives  and  ifil' 
really  feel  that  be  is  leading  a  new  life  ;  that  whs 
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once  form  has  become  power ;  and  that  "  old 
have  passed  away,  and  all  things  have  become  new.' 

7.  He  is  a  new  creature,  because  he  has 
txpectations  and  hopes.  Hedoeanot  merely  desire 
he  also  hopes  to  olitain  the  unspeakable  things  which 
God  has  prepared  for  them  that  love  bim.  Seeing; 
that  life  and  immortality  have  been  brought  to  light 
in  the  Oospul,  and  that,  besides  being  certified  aa  in- 
fellibly  true,  the  way  to  reach  them  has  been  revealed, 
and  a  gracious  invitation  given  to  betake  himself  to 
diat  way,  and  a  promise  of  all  needful  grace  vouch- 
safed, he  conceives  the  possibility  of  his  being  admitted 
to  the  glory  which  remaineth  to  be  revealed  ;  and  al- 
though his  hope  may  for  a  time  be  feeble,  and  often 
wellnigb  extinguished  by  bta  remaining  corruptions, 
still  it  is  within  him,  and  if  not  sufficiently  lively  to 
assure,  it  may  be  strong  enough  to  sustain  him  in  the 
posture  of  waiting  patiently  for  God.  This  hope  is 
an  anchor  to  bis  soul,  "  both  sure  and  stedfast,  enteriag 
into  that  which  is  within  the  vail ;"  and  it  is  alto- 
gether a  new  thing :  the  unconverted  sinner  may  have 
no  sense  of  danger  in  his  spirit,  and  may  cherish  a 
laloe  security,  but  he  has  no  such  hope  :  this  is  one 
flf  tiie  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  for  "  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
Bope." 

^Hjb  He  is  a  new  creature,  because  he  has  now  a  new 
^^perience,  and  especially  a  new  conflict  in  his  sool, — 
Viva  that  same  conflict  to  which  the  apostle  refers  in 
Rom.  vii,,  betwixt  the  law  in  his  members  and  the 
law  of  his  mind.  There  is  a  conflict  of  wbieh  an 
inverted  man  may  be  conscious — I  mean  the 


] 

new  I 
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conflict  betwixt  sin  and  the  conscience;  but  a  new 
conflict  begins  when  he  is  bom  again,  and  that  is  a 
conflict  betwixt  sin  and  the  will.     The  diflerence  be- 
twixt the  two  consists  entirely  in  the  position  of  the 
will.     In  the  former,  the  will  is  on  the  side  of  sin, 
and  both  are  opposed  to  the  conscience ;  in  the  other, 
the  will  is  on  the  side  of  conscience,  and  both  are 
opposed  to  sin.     This  may  be  said  to  be  the  charac- 
teristic diflerence  betwixt  the  conyerted  and  the  im- 
conyerted ; — both  are  subject  to  an  inward  conflict,  but 
the  one  is  willing  to  side  with  conscience,  the  other 
is  willing  to  side  with  sin.     When  the  will  is  made 
to  change  its  position — when  it  is  brought  ofl^  firom  its 
alliance  with  sin,  and  ranges  itself  on  the  same  side  wiiJi 
conscience  and  God, — the  great  change  is  wrought; 
there  may  be,  there  will  be  a  conflict  still ;  for  "  there 
is  a  law  in  the  members  warring  against  the  law  of 
the  mind,"  and  our  whole  life  must  be  a  war^ure ; 
and  this  conflict  may  be  seyere,  and  arduous,  and  pro- 
tracted,— ^insomuch,  that  often  the  belieyer  may  be 
ready  to  exclaim,   '^  Oh !  wretched  man  that  I  am, 
who  shall  deliver  me ! " — ^but  the  very  existence  of  such 
a  conflict,  in  which  the  prevailing  bent  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  will  is  on  the  side  of  God  and  holiness,  is 
a  proof  that  "  we  have  been  renewed  in  the  Spirit  <rf 
our  minds,"  and  that  God  has  begun  that  good  work 
in  us  which  he  vnll  carry  on  unto  perfection. 

This  experience  of  a  spiritual  conflict  is  really  one 
of  the  new  things  which  belong  to  the  new  creature ; 
and  I  have  thus  briefly  adverted  to  it,  with  the  view 
of  obviating  an  injurious  miaa^^rehension  which  is 
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too  apt  to  be  entertained  bj  those  who — considering 
the  description  which  is  here  giren  of  the  new  crea- 
ture, in  whom  ^  old  things  haye  passed  away,  and  all 
things  have  become  new,"  and  contrasting  it  with  their 
own  manifold  imperfections  and  remaining  corrup- 
tions— are  ready  to  question  whether  it  can  be  appli- 
cable to  them.     Now,  you  will  carefully  observe,  that 
-while  it  is  said  that  ^'  all  things  become  new,"  it  is 
not  said  that  any  thing  is  yet  made  perfect ;  there  is  a 
great  change — a  change  so  great,  that  it  is  called,  and 
fitly  called,  ^^  a  new  creation  " — a  change  in  the  sin- 
nei^s  state,  and  views,  and  affections,  and  desires,  and 
enjoyments,  and  habits,  and  hopes,  and  experience, 
roch  as  God  only  can  effect,  and  such  as  makes  the 
sinner  a  new  man — and  to  live,  as  it  were,  in  a  new 
worid,  and  to  lead  a  new  life ; — ^but  not  only  is  the 
new  creature  like  a  new-bom  child,  weak  and  feeble, 
and  destined  to  grow  and  gather  strength  by  degrees, 
— ^it  is  also  surrounded  and  closely  connected  with 
a  body  of  sin  and  death ;   nay,  sin  still  dwells,  al- 
though it  no  longer  reigns,  in  the  believer  s  heart :  it 
is  there,  not  now  as  a  tyrant,  but  as  a  traitor, — not 
as  a  sovereign,  but  a  watchful  spy ;  and  he  is  called 
to  watch  against  it,  and  to  pray  against  it,  and  to 
fight  against  it,  until  the  Lord  shall  release  him  from 
his  warfare,  by  calling  him  to  his  everlasting  reward. 

The  most  serious  question  that  any  man  can  put 
to  himself  is,  Am  I  in  Christ  ?  To  be  in  Christ,  is  to 
be  safe  in  life  and  death,  in  time  and  in  eternity ;  to 
be  out  of  Christ,  is  to  stand  exposed  every  lio\ix  to 
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the  most  appalling  danger ; — ^to  be  in  Christ,  is  to  be 
in  a  '^  hiding-place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempest;"  to  be  out  of  Christ,  is  to  stand  do- 
fenceless  before  that  storm  which  will,  ere  long,  bunt 
forth  to  consume  his  adversaries,  and  to  sweep  awaj 
every  refuge  of  lies ; — to  be  in  Christ,  is  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  God,  pardoned  and  accepted ;  to  be  out  of 
Christ,  is  to  be  at  enmity  with  God,  guilty  and  con- 
demned ; — to  be  in  Christ,  is  to  be  adopted  into  Grod'a 
family,  as  children,  and  if  children,  then  heirs,  hein 
of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ ;  to  be  out 
of  Christ,  is  to  be  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Israel,  and  strangers  to  the  covenants  of  promise— * 
without  Christ,  and  therefore  without  God,  and  with- 
out hope  in  the  world ; — to  be  in  Christ,  is  to  be  a 
new  creature,  renewed,  sanctified,  and  made  meet  for 
glory  ;  to  be  out  of  Christ,  is  to  be  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins,  polluted  in  our  own  blood  ; — to  be  in  Christy 
is  to  be  prepared  for  death,  and  judgment,  and  eter- 
nity ;  to  be  out  of  Christ,  is  to  have  nothing  but  a 
certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  and  fiery 
indignation. 

Would  you  come  to  a  safe  decision  as  to  your  pre- 
sent state,  so  as  to  be  able  to  answer  the  question.  Am 
I  in  Christ  or  no? — permit  me  to  suggest  another 
question, — Are  you  a  new  creature  ?  "  If  any  man 
be  in  Christ,"  says  the  apostle,  "  he  is  a  new  crea- 
ture ;"  he  is  converted  and  changed,  "  so  that  old  things 
pass  away,  and  all  things  become  new."  It  is  by  fiaith 
that  we  are  united  to  Christ ;  and  wherever  that  faith 
exists,  it  works, — it  works  by  love,  and  thereby  pro- 
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daces  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness.    The  par- 
ticulaTS  which  have  been  illustrated  may  matcriallj 
aid  jou  in  arriying  at  a  safe  and  satisfactory  answer 
to  this  inquiry,  if,  in  the  exercise  of  serious  self-exa> 
mination,  and  with  fervent  prayer  for  the  guidance  of 
the  Spirit,  you  apply  them  closely,  each  to  his  own 
80uL     Are  you  conscious  of  having  undergone  any 
soch  change  as  has  been  described, — any  change  in 
your  views, — any  change  in  tlie  object  of  your  affec- 
tions,— any  change  in  the  prevailing  bent  of  your 
desires,  —  any  change  in  the  sources  of  your  most 
dieiished  enjoyments, — any  change  in  your  outward 
habits,  or  in  your  inward  experience,  such  as  corres- 
ponds with  the  account  given  in  Scripture  of  the 
"  new  creation,"  or  "  the  second  birth  ?"     In  prose- 
cuting this  momentous  inquiry,  pennit  roe  to  cau- 
tion you  against  the  danger  of  either  requiring  more, 
or  being  satisfied  with  less,  than  the  Bible  declares  to 
be  implied  in  this  great  change.     Nothing  short  of  a 
new  birth — a  radical  heart  change — will  suffice ;  for 
^^  except  a  man  be  bom  again,  and  bom  of  the  Spirit, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."    This  should  be 
a  solemn  thought  to  the  careless,  and  to  mere  nominal 
Christians, — to  those  who  are  at  ease  in  Zion,  having 
a  name  to  live,  while  they  are  dead. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


THE  REGENERATION  OF  INFANTS. 

It  is  a  doctrine  of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  that  "  elect 
infants,  dying  in  infancy,  are  regenerated  and  sayed 
by  Christ  through  the  Spirit,  who  worketh  when,  and 
where,  and  how  he  pleaseth ;"  and  again,  "  That  bap- 
tism is  a  sacrament  of  the  New  Testament,  ordained 
by  Jesus  Christ,  not  only  for  the  solemn  admission  of 
the  party  baptized  into  the  visible  Church,  but  also  to 
be  unto  him  a  sign  and  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
of  his  ingrafting  into  Christ,  of  regeneration,  of  re- 
mission of  sins,  and  of  his  giving  up  unto  God  through 
Jesus  Christ,  to  walk  in  newness  of  life ;"  that  "  not 
only  those  that  do  actually  profess  faith  in,  and  obe- 
dience unto  Christ,  but  also  the  infants  of  one  or  both 
believing  parents  are  to  be  baptized ;"  that  "  although 
it  be  a  great  sin  to  contemn  or  neglect  this  ordinance, 
yet  grace  and  salvation  are  not  so  inseparably  annexed 
unto  it,  as  that  no  person  can  be  regenerated  or  saved 
without  it,  or  that  all  that  are  baptized  are  undoubtedly 
regenerated ;"  and  that  "  the  efficacy  of  baptism  is  not 
tied  to  that  moment  of  time  wherein  it  is  adminis- 
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tered  ;  yet  notwithstanding,  by  the  right  use  of  this 
ordinance,  the  grace  promised  is  not  only  offered,  but 
really  exhibited  and  conferred  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
such  (whether  of  age  or  infants)  as  that  grace  belong- 
eth  unto,  according  to  the  counsel  of  God's  own  will, 
in  his  appointed  time."    And  in  the  Articles  of  the 
Church  of  Ekigland,  we  read,  ^'  Baptism  is  not  only  a 
sign  of  profession,  and  mark  of  difference,  ^^hereby 
Christian  men  are  discerned  from  others  that  be  not 
christened ;  but  it  is  also  a  sign  of  regeneration  or  new 
birth,  whereby,  as  by  an  instrument,  they  that  receiye 
baptism  rightly  are  grafted  into  the  Church,  the  pro- 
mises of  forgiveness  of  sin,  and  of  our  adoption  to  be 
the  sons  of  God  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  are  visibly  signed 
and  sealed,  faith  is  confirmed,  and  grace  increased  by 
virtue  of  prayer  unto  God."     And  "the  baptism  of 
young  children  is  in  any  wise  to  be  retained  in  the 
Church,  as  most  agreeable  with  the  institution  of 
Christ." 

Such  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Churches  of  England 
and  Scotland,  and  indeed  of  the  Reformed  Churches 
generally,*  on  the  subject  of  regeneration  in  the  case 
of  infants.  The  importance  of  the  subject  is  apparent 
at  once,  when  we  reflect  that  one-half  of  all  the  chil- 
dren that  are  bom  into  the  world  die  in  early  life,  and 
before  they  have  reached  the  full  standing  of  members 
in  the  Christian  Church.  No  reflecting  mind  can 
contemplate  this  fact  without  being  prompted  to  in- 
quire, whether  any,  and  what  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  spiritual  life  and  eternal  welfare  of  these 

*  See  the  Helvetic^  Belgic,  and  French  ConfeMiont. 
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children,  and  without  heing  impressed  with  the  yast 
interests  which  that  question  involves.  And  its  im- 
portance is  not  diminished,  hut  rather  enhanced,  bj 
the  errors,  both  doctrinal  and  practical,  which  prevail 
to  a  lamentable  extent  on  this  subject  at  the  present 
day. 

It  is  evident,  that  if  anj  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  infants,  and  if  that  provi-^ 
sion  be  included  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  they  muBt 
be  dealt  with  substantially  on  the  same  principles 
which  are  applicable  to  other  sinners,  and  yet  there  is 
a  peculiarity  in  the  case  which  renders  it  worthy  of 
distinct  consideration.     Let  us  review  the  points  both 
of  resemblance  and  of  diversity  betwixt  the  two.    They 
resemble  each  other,  in  that  children  as  well  as  adults 
are  fallen,  guilty,  and  depraved.     This  is  expressly 
declared  by  our  Lord,  when  he  affirms,  "  That  which 
is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh ;"  by  David,  when  he  con- 
fesses, "  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  sin  did  my 
mother  conceive  me  ;'*  by  Paul  also,  when  he  says, 
^^  By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death 
by  sin ;  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that 
all  have  sinned." — "  Death  reigned  even  over  them 
that  had  not  sinned  after  the  similitude  of  Adam's 
transgression ;"  and  it  is  significantly  implied  in  the 
ordinances  of  circumcision  and  baptism,  for  why  were 
children  circimicised  on  the  eighth  day,  in  token  of 
their  spiritual  separation  from  the  corrupt  mass,  if 
they  needed  no  separation?  and  why  are  children 
baptized,  in  token  of  their  spiritual  cleansing,  if  they  be 
not  naturally  defiled  ?    If  children  resemble  adults  in 
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respect  of  that  natural  corraption,  from  which,  as  a 
polluted  fbontam,  all  actual  sin  proceeds,  then  are 
thej  also  placed  in  such  a  relation  to  God,  and  so 
subjected  to  his  curse,  as  to  stand  in  need  of  salvation. 
— ^Another  point  of  resemblance  betwixt  the  two  cases 
consists  in  the  oneness  of  the  salvation,  which  is  com- 
mon to  both ;  they  must  be  saved  substantially  in  the 
same  way,  there  being  one  only  method  of  salvation 
for  all  sinners ;  they  must  be  saved  according  to  the 
temia  of  the  corenant  of  grace — through  the  redemp- 
tion of  Christ,  ^id  the  regeneration  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
It  is  equally  true  of  young  and  old,  that  '^  there  is  no 
other  name  given  under  heaven  whereby  they  can  be 
saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus ;"  and  '^  that  except  a 
man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
Qod."    This  also  is  expressly  declared  in  the  doctrine 
of  Scripture,  and  is  significantly  intimated  in  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Church  ;  for  when  a  child  is  baptized, 
it  is  "  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost," — it  is  baptized  into* 
the  name  of  each  person  in  the  Godhead,  and  not 
nmply  as  they  are  distinct  subsistences  in  the  undi- 
vided Trinity,  but  as  they  are  officially  concerned  in 
the  recovery  of  lost  souls ;  in  other  words,  it  is  bap- 
tized into  the  name  of  "  God  in  Christ,"  the  Father, 
the  Saviour,  the  Sanctifier.     And  thus  is  significantly 
represented  to  us  the  identity  of  that  salvation  which 
is  common  to  the  infant  and  the  adult  members  of  his 
spiritual  Church. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  marked  peculi- 

*  uf  r§  »f«fia,  not  " in  nomine"  u in  the  Vulgate. 
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aritj  in  the  case  of  infants,  and  a  difference  betwixt 
their  case  and  that  of  adults,  which  cannot  be  oyer- 
looked.  For  not  only  is  there,  in  the  case  of  infants, 
no  actual  sin,  such  as  has  been  contracted  by  ererj 
one  who  has  reached  the  age  of  distinct  personal  re- 
sponsibility, but  there  is  at  first  no  capacity  of  thought 
or  understanding,  such  as  could  render  them  fit  sub- 
jects for  the  operation  of  that  truth  which  is,  in  the 
case  of  adults,  the  instrument  by  which  the  Spirit  of 
God  carries  on  his  work  in  the  heart ;  and  hence 
some,  supposing  the  Spirit's  grace  to  be  inseparably 
connected  with  the  belief  of  the  truth,  have  been  led 
to  question  whether  infants  be  capable  of  regeneration 
at  all ;  while  others  have  been  content  to  leave  them 
to  God  s  general  mercy,  perhaps  with  an  unavowed, 
and  it  may  be,  an  unconscious  feeling,  that  it  would  be 
unjust  in  him  to  cast  them  off.  But  this  is  no  proper 
subject  for  indifference:  it  involves  the  question  of 
their  salvation ;  for  if  saved  at  all,  they  must  be  bom 
again ;  and  unless  they  be  capable  of  the  Spirit's  grace, 
they  are  incapable  of  the  Gospel  salvation.  And  see- 
ing that  they  are  not  yet  capable  of  forming  a  correct 
apprehension  of  the  truth,  nor  of  being  enlightened 
and  sanctified  by  its  instrumentality,  as  adults  are,  it 
becomes  us  to  inquire  with  reverence  indeed,  and  deep 
humility,  but  still  with  that  ardent  and  tender  inte- 
rest which  natural  affection  itself  might  prompt, — 
whether  they  be,  in  any  sense,  capable  of  the  Spirit's 
grace,  and  admissible  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 

1.   That  children^  however  youngs  even  infants  in 
their  mother's  arms^  are  Jit  and  capable  subjects  of 
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divine  grace,  may  be  eyinced  by  yarious  considera- 
tions.  Sereral  of  these  considerations  afford  a  pre- 
sumption in  fayour  of  the  expectation,  that  some  pro- 
yision  wonld  be  made  in  the  scheme  of  grace  on  their 
behalf;  while  others  of  them  afford  a  positive  proof 
^t  such  a  proyision  exists,  and  is  ayailabie  for  their 
benefit. 

The  presumptiye  proofs  are  such  as  these.     When 
we  examine  the  constitution  of  the  human  race,  we  find 
that  it  differs  materially  firom  that  of  the  angelic  race, 
of  whom  it  is  written,  "  that  thej  neither  marrj,  nor 
are  giyen  in  marriage," — each  of  these  being  created 
distinctlj,  and  standing  on  his  own  personal  and  inde- 
pendent responsibility  from  first  to  last ; — whereas,  in 
die  case  of  men,  the  family  institute  has  been  adopted, 
in  yirtne  of  which  eyery  human  being  comes  into  the 
world  closely  connected  with  others,  —  liiible  to  be 
affected  for  good  or  evil  by  the  influence  of  their  oj)i- 
nions  and  habits, — and  left,  during  the  years  of  in- 
fancy, as  in  trust,  in  their  hands.     lie  is  not,  in  the 
first  instance,  independent,  nor  able  to  think  or  to  act 
for  himself,  but  grows  up  gradually  into  a  state  of 
personal  responsibility.     Now,  to  this,  which  is  the 
actual  constitution  of  human  nature,  the  scheme  of 
revealed  truth  adapts  itself.      It  reveals  God   not 
merely  as  the  God  of  individuals,  but  as  the  "  God 
of  fEmiilies," — "  the  God  of  ages  and  generations," — 
and,  in  all  his  dealings  with  men,  having  respect  to 
the  hereditary  constitution  which  he  has  given  to  the 
human  race, — '^  visiting  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers 
upon  the  children^  unto  the  third  and  fouTtYv  gcuerot- 
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tion  of  them  that  hate  him,  and  showing  mercy  imto 
thousands  of  them  that  love  him,  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments." Distinct  from  this  family  institute,  yet 
admirably  adapted  to  it, — as  the  scheme  of  revelatioii 
is  in  all  other  respects  to  the  constitution  and  courae 
of  nature, — is  the  federal  system^  by  which  men  are 
placed  under  Adam  as  the  head  of  the  legal,  and,  un- 
der Christ,  as  the  head  of  the  evangelical  dispensation; 
BO  that,  as  from  the  one  they  inherit  the  fruits  of  re* 
Tolt,  from  the  other  they  receive  the  fruits  of  redem]>* 
tion.  Now,  as  God  has  constituted  two  distinct  beads 
— the  first  and  the  second  Adam ; — and  as,  in  fact» 
children  are  found  to  be  included  along  with  their 
parents  in  the  one,  and  share,  in  consequence,  in  the 
ruinous  effects  of  the  fall,' — a  strong  presumption  aiiaes 
hence,  that  children  may  be  included  also  along  with 
their  parents  in  the  other,  and  so  included  as  to  ahare 
in  the  blessed  effects  of  the  redemption.  And  as  to 
their  being  incapable,  at  their  tender  years,  and  while 
their  minds  are  yet  immature,  of  any  participation  of 
the  divine  nature  which  is  imparted  by  the  Spirit, — 
surely  it  cannot  be  thought  that  they  are  less  capable 
of  this  than  they  were  of  being  infected  by  the  vims 
of  original  sin. 

These  are  presumptions,  I  admit,  and  nothing  more ; 
but  they  may  have  their  use  in  clearing  away  those 
unfounded  and  injurious  prejudices  with  which  too 
many  come  to  the  study  of  the  question,  and  in  pre- 
paring them  for  giving  to  it  a  dispassionate  and  im- 
partial consideration.  And  if  they  be  sufficient  for 
this  end,  they  serve  the  chief  purpose  for  which  they 
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are  adduced,  while  the  positive  proof  on  the  subject 
will  be  found  to  afford  ample  eyidence  for  affirming, 
that  in  the  actual  scheme  of  grace,  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  case  of  infants,  and  that  they  are  fit  and 
capable  subjects  of  the  Gospel  salvation. 

That  proof  consists  chiefly,  (1.)  i^  express  doctrinal 
statements  on  the  subject;  (2.)  in  recorded  instances 
of  sanctified  infency ;  (3.)  in  the  analogy  of  the  typi- 
cal dispensation ;  and,  (4.)  in  the  ordinance  of  baptism, 
as  applicable  to  infants  in  the  Christian  Cliurch. 

Of  the  express  doctrinal  statements  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  shall  only  select  one,  which  being  accompanied 
with  a  most  significant  action,  performed  by  Chriist 
himself  on  little  children,  appears  to  me  to  be  suffi- 
cient of  itself  to  determine— -not  the  question  of  infant 
baptism,  but  the  prior  and  more  important  question 
of  their  interest  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  We  read 
(Luke  xviii.  15),  that  "  they  brought  unto  him  also 
infants,  that  he  would  touch  them,"  or,  as  it  is  in  the 
parallel  passage  of  another  Gospel,  "that  he  would 
put  his  hands  on  them  and  pray ;"  but  when  his  dis- 
ciples saw  it,  they  rebuked  them.  But  Jesus  called 
them  (the  infants  *),  and  said,  *'  Suffer  Httle  chil- 
dren to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  It  is  added  (Mark 
X.  16),  "And  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his 
hands  upon  them,  and  blessed  them."  Now,  be  it 
remembered,  that  these  words  were  uttered,  and  this 
act  was  done,  not  as  a  mere  expression  of  personal 
tenderness,  such  as  every  benevolent  mind  must  feel 
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towards  these  helpless,  and  just  because  they  are  help- 
less, these  most  interesting  children :  the  words  were 
uttered,  and  the  act  was  done,  by  Him  in  his  official 
character  as  Redeemer,  and  in  the  exercise  of  his  pub- 
lic ministry  as  the  Prophet  of.  the  Church ;  and  while 
the  former  declare  that  of  such — of  such  in  point  of  age 
as  well  as  of  disposition — ^is  the  kingdom  of  God»-~ 
that  is,  his  own  Church,  whether  on  earth  or  in  heayen, 
is  in  a  great  measure  composed ;  the  latter — ^I  mean 
his  act  when  he  put  his  hands  on  them,  and  blessed 
them — implies  that  they  are  the  objects  of  a  Saviour's 
love,  and  capable  of  receiving  a  Saviour's  blessing; 
nay,  that  they  are  fit  subjects  of  the  Spirit's  grace,  for 
the  imposition  or  the  laying  on  of  hands  was  ihe 
usual  sign  by  which  the  commimication  of  the  Spirit 
was  shadowed  forth.  And  can  we  doubt,  then,  that 
infants,  however  young,  who  are  fallen  in  Adam,  may 
be  saved  by  Christ  ?  How  his  blessing  operated  we 
know  not ;  but  is  there  any  parent  whose  mind  is  so 
sceptical,  or  his  heart  so  cold,  as  to  imagine  that  the 
putting  on  of  the  Saviour  s  hands,  and  the  pronounc- 
ing of  that  blessing  on  these  little  children,  could  have 
no  efficacy,  or  that  it  was  an  idle  ceremony — a  mere 
empty  form  ? 

Of  the  recorded  instances  of  infants  who  were  the 
subjects  of  the  Spirit's  grace,  I  might  mention,  first 
of.  all,  "  the  Holy  Child  " — ^the  infant  Jesus  himself 
whose  body  was  prepared,  and  his  human  soul  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  so  as  to  be  wholly  "  without 
sin;"  but  as  this  is  a  peculiar  and  unparalleled  in- 
stance, seeing  that  he  descended  not  from  Adam  by 
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ordinaiy  generation,  but  was  conceived  of  a  virgin  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  I  shall  not  dwell  upon 
it  here,  although  it  is  fraught  with  profound  instruc- 
tion to  all ;  *  but  shall  select  the  case  of  his  illustrious 
finemnner,  of  whom  it  was  predicted  hy  the  angel, 
that  ^  he  should  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  even 
&om  his  mothei^s  womb ;"  and  the  case  of  Jeremiah 
imder  the  Old  Testament,  of  whom  it  is  written, 
^Before  I  formed  thee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee,  and 
before  thou  camest  forth  out  of  the  womb  I  sancti- 
fied thee;  and  I  ordained  thee  a  prophet  unto  tho 
nations." 

The  analogy  of  the  typical  dispensation  affords 
another  proof.  The  ordinance  of  circumcision,  which 
was  given  to  Abraham,  and  continued  under  Moses 
and  the  prophets,  was  in  itself,  considered  as  a  sac- 
rament of  that  dispensation  of  the  scheme  of  grace, 
an  evidence  that  the  children  of  believers  had  then 
an  interest  in  God's  covenant;  for  it  was  appoint- 
ed to  be  observed  on  the  eighth  day,  and  it  was  to 
Abraham  and  his  seed  a  '^  seal  of  the  righteousness 
which  is  of  faith."  But  when  that  dispensation  is 
regarded  in  its  typical  aspect — as  designed  to  pre- 
figure or  foreshadow  the  better  things  which  were  still 
in  reserve  for  the  Church  under  "  the  ministration  of 
the  Spirit,"  the  argument  is  so  strong  as  to  .be  alto- 
gether irresistible  in  favour  of  the  interest  of  infatits 
in  the  scheme  of  grace  and  redemption. 

And  finally,  the  proof  is  completed  by  the  ordinance 
of  baptism  in  the  Christian  Church,  if  that  ordinance 

*  See  Owen'$  "  Work  of  the  Spirit  on  the  Person  of  Cht\sl." 
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be  applicable  to  children, — I  saj,  if  it  be  applicable 
to  children;  for  there  are  some  who  deny  that  it 
ought  to  be  administered  to  them,  and  to  such  the 
argument  derived  from  the  rite  of  baptism,  in  faTOor 
of  the  interest  of  children  in  the  provisions  and  pro- 
mises of  the  covenant  of  grace,  will  appear  to  have  no 
force  or  validity,  until  it  is  first  proved  that  the  ordi- 
nance was  intended  for  them.     On  the  proof  of  this 
it  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  enter ;  *  we  can  fcHrego 
the  use  of  this  proof  when  speaking  to  those  who 
object  on  this  ground,  seeing  that  the  interest  of  in- 
fants in  the  covenant  of  grace  is  established  on  oilier 
and  independent  considerations ;  and  instead  of  aiga- 
ing  from  the  institution  of  baptism  to  the  interest  of 
children  in  the  covenant,  I  would  rather  argue  from 
the  latter  to  the  former;  and  seek  to  impress  their 
minds,  in  the  first  instance,  with  the  precious  troth, 
that  infants  have  an  interest  in  the  covenant,  and  that 
they  are  fit  and  capable  subjects  of  divine  grace; 
whence  it  would  naturally  follow,  that  they  are  capable 
also  of  receiving  the  sign  and  seal,  and  ought  to  receive 
it,  if  there  be  the  slightest  reason  to  believe  that  they 
have  not  been  excluded  by  Divine  authority  from  all 
participation  in  that  holy  ordinance. 

On  these  grounds,  I  think  it  must  be  evident  that 
infant  children  due  Jit  and  capable  subjects  of  divine 
grace,  and  that  they  are  included  in  the  covenant  of 
redemption.  It  may  be  difficult  for  us  to  understand 
in  what  way  the  Spirit  of  God  operates  on  their  minds, 

*  See  Dr  Wardlaw  on  Infant  Baptism  for  the  Scriptural  argiunent,  and 
WalVB  History  for  the  Histotica\. 
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or  througli  what  medium  they  obtain  a  participation 
of  the  blessings  of  salvation,  which  are  said  to  be  '^  bj 
faith."     The  regeneration  of  infants  may  be  ascribed 
to  a  direct  operation  of  the  Spirit  on  their  minds,  and 
in  this  respect  may  be  said  to  resemble  what  is  sup- 
posed by  some  to  be  in  every  case  the  primary  influ- 
ence of  the  Spirit,  under  which  (he  soul  is  passive, 
and  by  which,  without  the  inten'ention  of  any  instru- 
mentality, he  effects  a  permanent  change,  "  predispos- 
ing it  to  receive,  and  love,  and  obey  the  truth.*     By 
this  direct  operation  he  may  implant  that  principle  of 
grace  which  is  the  germ  of  the  new  creature, — that 
incorruptible  seed,  which  may  lie  long  under  the  fur- 
row, but  will  sooner  or  hitcr  spring  up,  and  produce 
the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness.     Our  older  di- 
vines were  wont  to  distinguish  between  the  principle 
or  habit  of  grace,  and  the  exercise  of  grace  ;t  and  to 
maintain,  that  the  principle  might  exist  in  children 
who  were  as  yet  inoap;il)le  of  the  exercise,  and  that 
grace  in  such  was  real  find  saving.  J      It  may  be 
generally  connected,  too,  with  the  faith  of  the  parent, 
in  whom,  during  the  period  of  nonage,  the  infant  is 
federally  included.  §     liut  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  in 
the  language  of  the    Westminster  Confession,  that 
"they  are  regenerated  and  saved  by  Christ  through 
the  Spirit,  who  worketh  when,  and  where,  and  how 
he  pleaseth," — for  "  the  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth, 
and  thou  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  nor  whither 

•  Lectures  by  Dr  Payne  of  Exeter,  33S,  357. 
t  Dr  Owen,  ii.  283,  4S2,  492.  t  Ibid.  ii.  418. 

.    I  Homiliet  on  Baptigm,  by  Rev.  Edward  Inring,  916, 3i9, 
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it  goeth :  so  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit*** 
And  to  him  who  objects  to  the  regeneration  of  infants, 
on  the  ground  of  its  mysteriousness,  may  we  not  say, 
that  the  natural  birth  of  a  child  is  full  of  mystery :  "  I 
am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made :  maryellous  are 
thy  works,  and  that  my  soul  knoweth  right  well.  My 
substance  was  not  hid  from  thee  when  I  was  made 
in  secret,  and  curiously  wrought  in  the  lowest  parts 
of  the  earth.  Thine  eyes  did  see  my  substance,  yec 
being  imperfect;  and  in  thy  book  all  my  members 
were  written,  which  in  continuance  were  fashioned, 
when  as  yet  there  was  none  of  them ;" — and  in  the 
preacher  s  words, — "  As  thou  knowest  not  what  is  the 
way  of  the  Spirit,  nor  how  the  bones  do  grow  in  the 
womb  of  her  that  is  with  child,  eyen  so  thou  knowest 
not  the  works  of  God  who  maketh  all." 

But  there  is  another  explanation  of  the  subject 
which  has  obtained  extensive  currency — I  refer  to  the 
doctrine  of  baptismal  regeneration.  If  baptism 
be  designed,  as  we  have  no  doubt  it  is,  for  the  benefit 
of  infant  children,  it  has  appeared  to  many  that  this 
precious  ordinance  affords  the  readiest  explanation  of 
the  means  by  which  the  Spirit  of  grace  executes  his 
gracious  work,  by  imparting  to  them  the  germ  of  a 
new  spiritual  life,  and  engrafting  them  into  the  Church 
of  Christ.  On  no  subject  is  it  more  necessary  to  speak 
with  caution^  and  to  think  with  accuracy,  especially  in 
the  present  day,  when  the  most  opposite  errors  are 
current  respecting  it ; — some  representing  baptism  as 
a  mere  ceremony,  a  naked  sign,  or  an  empty  form ; 
while  others  are  strenuously  contending,  that  in  ev^ 
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case  in  which  it  is  administered,  it  necessarily  implies 
regeneration,  and  that  no  other  regeneration  is  to  be 
looked  for.  The  language  of  the  Westminster  Con- 
fession is  equally  opposed  to  each  of  these  pernicious 
efrors ;  and,  while  it  unfolds  the  spiritual  import  of 
laptism  in  all  its  fiilness,  by  the  use  of  scriptmral 
tenns,  which  may  almost  seem  at  first  sight  to  imply 
all  that  the  advocates  for  baptismal  regeneration  con- 
tend for,  it  singles  out  with  the  strictest  discrimina- 
tifiQ,  and  condemns  with  the  utmost  explicitness,  the 
groundless  opinions  which  haye  been  mixed  up  with 
diat  doctrine,  so  as  at  once  to  confirm  the  truth  and 
to  ooirect  the  error. 

Let  us  briefly  unfold  the  doctrine  of  the  Confession 
on  this  subject. 

1.  It  proceeds  on  the  supposition  that  children  are 
fit  and  capable  subjects  of  divine  grace,  and  that  they 
We  an  interest  in  the  covenant  prior  to  their  baptism. 
They  do  not  acquire  an  interest  in  the  covenant  by 
bemg  baptized ;  they  are  baptized  because  they  have 
an  interest  in  the  covenant.  This  distinction  is  of 
great  practical  value  in  many  points  of  view :  it  utter- 
ly subverts  the  doctrine,  that  none  are  regenerated 
who  have  not  been  baptized,  and  thus  serves  to  com- 
fort the  heart  of  many  a  bereaved  parent,  whose  child 
inay  have  died  before  that  sacred  rite  could  be  admi- 
wstered,  and  enables  us  to  say  with  the  utmost  free- 
dom, that  while  we  contend  for  infant  baptism,  we 
are  under  no  necessity  of  unchristianizing  the  children 
of  our  Baptist  brethren,  who  from  conscientious  con- 
Tiction  refrain  from  the  use  of  that  ordinance.  IX.  v^iW 
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be  found  also  to  throw  considerable  light  on  the  pro< 
per  nature  and  use  of  baptism  itself. — Now,  that  an 
interest  in  the  covenant  of  grace  is  presupposed  in 
baptism,  must  be  evident  to  every  one  who  inquire! 
into  the  ground  of  his  warrant  to  apply  for-  that  ordi- 
nance on  behalf  of  his  children,  as  yet  unbaptized 
Abraham  had  first  an  interest  in  the  covenant,  and 
then  circumcision  was  added  as  a  sign  and  seal  of  hii 
interest  in  it ;  for  it  was  "  the  seal  of  the  righteousnesi 
of  faith  which  he  had,  being  yet  uncircumcised ;"  and 
so,  in  like  manner,  the  children  of  believing  parent! 
have  an  interest  in  the  covenant,  and  they  receivi 
baptism  as  the  sign  and  seal  of  that  interest  whid 
they  had,  being  yet  unbaptized."  *  Their  prior  inte- 
rest in  the  covenant  lies  in  the  terms  of  the  promise— 
"  the  promise  which  is  unto  us  and  to  our  children,' 
— "  I  will  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  aftei 
thee," — and  depends  on  the  relation  in  which  thej 
stand  to  believing  parents ;  for  if  either  father  <h 
mother  be  a  believer,  the  children  are  recognised  as 
having  a  title  to  baptism,  and  that,  too,  by  virtue  oi 
their  having  an  interest  in  the  covenant,  according  tc 
the  expressive  words  of  the  apostle  (1  Cor.  vii.  14): 
"For  the  unbelieving  husband  is  sanctified  by  the 
wife,  and  the  unbelieving  wife  is  sanctified  by  th< 
husband ;  else  were  your  children  unclean,  but  nov 
are  they  holy."  For  "  if  the  root  be  holy,  so  an 
the  branches."     (Rom.  xi.  16.) 

2.  The  children  of  believing  parents,  having  a  prioi 

*  Mr  Molesworth,  a  zealous  advocate  of  baptismal  regeneration,  otiject 
to  tblM  application  of  the  analogy,  ^eTtaauft,  v*  ^^ 
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interest  in  the  covenant,  rcccire  baptism  as  a  sign 
and  seal  of  their  engrafting  into  Christ — of  regenera- 
tion— of  remission  of  sin — and  of  their  engagement 
to  he  the  Lord's.     That  all  this  is  included  in  that 
sacred  ordinance  ^vill  he  evident,  if  y\e  simply  read 
over  those  passages  of  Scripture  ^vhich  have  an  express 
bearing  on  the  doctrine  of  baptism.     "  Know  ye  not, 
that  so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ 
were  baptized  into  his  death?     Therefore  we  are 
boned  with  him  by  baptism  into  death  :  that  like  as 
Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the 
Father,  even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life." 
(Rom.  vi.  3.)    "  In  the  days  of  Noah,  eight  souls  were 
Bayed  by  water.     Tfie  like  figure  whercunto  even  bap- 
tigm  doth  also  now  save  us  (not  the  putting  away  of 
the  filth  of  the  flesh,  but  the  answer  of  a  good  con- 
science toward  God)/'    (1  Pet.  iii.  20,  21 .)    *'  By  one 
Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  we 
be  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free ; 
and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit." 
(1  Cor.  xii.  13).     "  In  whom  also  ye  are  circumcised 
with  the  circumcision  made  without  hands,  in  putting 
off  the  body  of  the  sins  of  the  flesh  by  the  circumcision 
of  Christ :  buried  ^vith  him  in  baptism,  wherein  also  ye 
are  risen  with  him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of 
God,  who  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead."    (Col.  ii.  1 1, 
12.)    "  Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent,  and  be 
baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.    For  the  promise  is  unto  you,  and 
^  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afai  off,  e^eia.  «& 
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many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall  call."  (Acts  ii.  38, 
39.)  These  passages  are  sufficient  to  show  that  there 
is  a  profound  significancy  in  haptism  ;  and  that  it  18 
neither  a  naked  sign,  nor  an  empty  form,  hut  a  true 
sacrament,  and  real  channel  of  grace.  And,  in  inter- 
preting this  symbolical  institution,  we  are  free  to  pre- 
sent  it  in  all  the  fulness  of  its  meaning  to  the  fiEuth. 
of  the  Church,  and  to  show  what  efficacy  is  in  it 
when  it  is  made  effectual.  But  you  will  obserre  that 
the  apostles,  when  they  used  these  expressions,  were 
speaking  of  baptized  men — who  had  been  admitted 
into  the  Church  on  the  profession  of  their  faith  in 
Christ — and  that  they  thus  spoke  of  the  efficacy  of 
their  baptism  on  the  supposition  that  their  profession 
had  been  sincere,  and  that  their  faith  was  real.  In  such 
a  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  baptism  was  both  a 
sign  and  a  seal  of  saying  grace, — any  more  than  that, 
if  such  persons  had  died  after  their  conversion,  and 
before  their  baptism,  they  would  have  entered  into 
glory, — hke  the  poor  unbaptized  malefactor  on  the 
cross.  But  having  been  spared  to  receive  that  exter- 
nal sign  and  seal  of  the  covenant,  the  apostle  refers  to 
it  as  the  token  and  pledge  of  their  salvation.  And 
so  had  he  spoken  of  the  children  of  these  same  men ; 
but  still,  on  the  supposition  that  the  parents  were  true 
believers,  he  would  have  used  the  same  language  in 
regard  to  them,  seeing  that  the  children  are  included 
with,  or  rather  in,  their  parents,  in  the  provisions  and 
promises  of  the  covenant,  and  had  an  interest  in  it, 
being  yet  unbaptized. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  th.e  oidinance  of  baptism  is 
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fraught  with  the  richest  instruction  and  encourage- 
ment.    It  embodies  all  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  €k)spel,  and  exhibits  every  truth  that  is  necessary 
to  salyation.     In  baptism,  the  name  of  each  person  in 
the  Trinity  is  pronounced  oyer  us,  not  merely  to  mark 
the  distinction  of  these  Persons,  but  to  intimate  their 
harmonious  co-operation  in  the  scheme  of  grace,  and 
the  official  relation  in  which  they  stand  to  us  in  the 
coYcnant  of  redemption.     We  are  baptized  into  the 
name  of  each, — ^into  the  name  of  the  Father,  as  our 
Father, — into  the  name  of  the  Son,  as  our  Saviour, — 
into  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  our  Sunctifier  ; 
we  are  washed,  and  thereby  declared  to  be  naturally 
andean ;  we  are  washed  with  water,  as  a  sign  of  the 
blood  of  Christ,  which  cleanseth  away  the  guilt  of  sin, 
and  as  a  sign  also  of  "  the  washing  of  regeneration 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  (Jliost;"  and  thereby 
we  are  taught  at  once  the  possibility  of  God's  entering 
into  covenant  with  an  unclean  thing,  and  the  means 
by  which  its  uncleanness  may  be  taken  away.     And 
when  a  child  is  thus  baptized  on  the  strength  of  a 
parent's  faith,  we  see  the  federal  principle  which  per- 
Tades  the  scheme  of  grace  as  well  as  the  covenant  of 
works, — and  the  parent  is  impressively  reminded  of 
bis  responsibility,  as  being  answerable  to  God  for  his 
child,  at  least  during  its  infancy  or  nonage.    Whether, 
therefore,  we  consider  baptism  as  a  sign  of  grace,  or 
as  a  seal  of  the  covenant, — or  as  a  visible  witness  for 
the  truth, — or  as  an  intelligible  symbol  of  spiritual 
blessings, — ^it  is  fraught  with  profoimd  instruction; 
^d  not  less  fraught  with  encouragement  to  faith,  svivc^ 
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it  is  a  true  sign,  and  a  real  seal,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
garded by  every  parent  as  a  pledge  of  his  child's  in- 
terest in  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  as  a  motive  and 
stimulus  to  hope,  and  pray,  and  labour,  for  its  ever- 
lasting salvation. 

In  what  respects  does  this  view  of  the  nature  and 
efficacy  of  baptism  differ  from  the  doctrine  of  bap^ 
tismal  regeneration^  as  it  is  taught  so  generally  in 
modem  times  ?  It  may  seem,  at  first  sight,  to  differ 
from  it  chiefly  in  two  respects.  The  latter  doctrine  it 
understood  to  mean,  that  everi/  one  is  regenerated 
who  is  regularly  baptized^  and  that  no  one  is  rege* 
nerated  who  is  not  baptized.  The  Westminster  Con- 
fession, while  it  unfolds  the  doctrine  of  baptism  in  all 
its  fulness,  carefully  guards  against  these  inferences 
from  it ;  and  declares,  "  that  although  it  be  a  great 
sin  to  contemn  or  neglect  this  ordinance,  yet  grace 
and  salvation  are  not  so  inseparably  annexed  to  it, 
as  that  no  person  can  be  regenerated  or  saved  with- 
out it,  or  that  all  that  are  baptized  are  undoubtedly 
regenerated."  But  I  apprehend  that  there  is  a  far 
more  important  difference  betwixt  the  two  systems  <rf 
doctrine :  the  one  represents  regeneration  as  an  in- 
ward spiritual  change,  wrought  in  the  mind  and  heart 
by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  while  the  other 
speaks  of  it  as  a  mere  external  or  relative  change* 
which  has  no  necessary  and  no  imiform  connection 
with  any  degree  of  spiritual  renovation.*     The  latter 

*  **  If  regeneration  takes  place  in  baptism,  it  cannot,  upon  principles  of 
common  sense,  be  an  entire  change  of  mind :  if  it  is  an  entire  cJumgt  q/* 
mind— A  radical  change  of  heart  and  soul— upon  principles  of  comuMO 


THE  REGENERATION  OF  INFANTS.  231 

system  speaks  of  eyery  baptized  person  as  regenerated, 
while  it  admits  th^t  many  of  them  may  be,  and  are 
unrenewed.     Did  the  question  relate  only  to  the  right 
use  of  a  term,  or  to  a  distinction  betwixt  one  term 
and  another,  it  might  be  of  little  consequence  in  most 
cases,  though  not  in  this,  where  the  sense  attached  to 
regeneration  would  go  far  to  nullify  the  import  of 
many  precious  texts  of  Scripture;*  but  the  evil  is 
greatly  increased  when,  having  attached  this  meaning 
to  the  term,  it  is  contended  that  no  other  regeneration 
is  to  be  looked  or  hoped  for ;  t  and  that  all  are  alike 
r^enerated,  whether  elect  or  non-elect,  and  whether, 
ultimately,  they  be  saved  or  lost.     Considered  in  this 
light,  our  divines  have  generally  opposed  the  doctrine 
of  baptismal  regeneration.     '^  Regeneration  does  not 
consist,"  says  Owen,  "  in  a  participation  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  baptism,  and  a  profession  of  the  doctrine  of 
repentance.     This  is  all  that  some  will  allow  unto  it, 
to  the  utter  rejection  and  overthrow  of  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.     For  the  dispute  in  this  matter  is 
not — ^whether  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  as  baptism, 
do  really  communicate  internal  grace  unto  them  that 
are,  as  to  the  outward  manner  of  their  administration, 

tense  and  experience,  it  cannot  take  place  in  baptism." — Bishop  BetheU 
on  Begeneration  in  Baptism,  xiii. 

The  same  writer  refers  to  Bishop  Mant,  Water  land,  Wall,  and  others, 
as  founding  on  the  distinction  betwixt  regeneration  and  conversion,  or 
spiritual  renewal,  and  illustrates  the  distinction  by  the  case  of  Paul,  "  who, 
though  converted,  was  not  regenerate,  till  he  had  washed  away  his  sins  in 
baptism  !'* 

*  See  Taylor's  Key  to  the  Romans. 

t  Mr  Molesworth  says,  *'  The  only  subsequent  regeneration  is  the  rege- 
neration of  the  corruptible  to  the  incorruptible  in  the  resurrection  to  life 
eternal!"— P.  110. 


232       THE  REGENERATION  OP  INFANTS. 

dul J  made  partakers  of  them, — whether  ex  opere  ope- 
rator as  the'^Papists  speak,  or  as  t^e  federal  means  d 
the  conveyance  and  communication  of  that  grace  whicfa 
they  betoken,  and  are  the  pledges  of;  but — ^whethei 
the  outward  susception  of  the  ordinance,  joined  with 
a  profession  of  repentance  in  them  that  are  adult 
be  not  the  whole  of  what  is  called  regeneration  ? — ^Tbi 
vanity  of  this  presumptuous  folly, — destructive  of  all 
the  grace  of  the  Gospel, — ^invented  to  countenance 
men  in  their  sins, — and  to  hide  from  them  the  neces- 
sity of  being  bom  again,  and  therein  of  living  imto 
God, — ^will  be  laid  open  in  our  declaration  of  the  woric 
itself."  *  "  The  error  of  baptismal  regeneration,"  sajs 
Irving,  whose  ideas  of  the  spiritual  import  of  baptism 
were  sufficiently  high,  "  consisteth  not  in  holding  that 
the  true  children  of  God  are  regenerated  at  their  bap- 
tism, and  from  thence  should  date  their  admission  into 
the  household  of  faith — which,  with  all  my  orthodox 
fathers  in  the  Church,  I  hold  to  be  the  only  true 
doctrine, — but  in  holding,  that  every  person  who  is 
baptized  doth  virtually  thereby  become  regenerate, 
and  possessed  with  the  Holy  Spirit ;  or,  to  speak  the 
language  of  theologians,  that  the  inward  grace  is  so 
connected  with,  or  bound  to,  the  outward  ordinance, 
that  whosoever  receiveth  the  one  doth  necessarily  be- 
come partaker  of  the  other.  This  is  an  error  of  the 
most  hideoujs  kind,— bringing  in  justification  by  works, 
or  rather  by  ceremonies, — destroying  the  election  of 
the  Father,  the  salvation  of  the  Son,  and  the  sanctifi- 
cation  of  the  Holy  Ghost, — and  exalting  the  priest 

*  Owen's  Works,  U.  247 ;  see  also  p.  613. 
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and  the  ceremony  into  the  place  of  the  Trinity."  *  And 
the  judicious  Scott^sums  up  the  received  dpctrine  in 
these  five  propositions :  ^M.  Baptism  is  truly  the  sacra- 
mental sign  and  seal  of  regeneration,  as  circumcision 
was  under  the  old  Testament,  and  not  regeneration 
itself,  nor  inseparably  connected  with  it.  2.  Adults, 
sincerely  professing  repentance  and  faith,  are  already 
regenerate,  and,  in  baptism,  receive  the  sign  and  seal 
of  the  righteousness  of  faith  which  they  had,  yet  being 
tinbaptized.  3.  The  event,  as  to  each  baptized  infant, 
must  determine  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  regene- 
rated in  baptism.  4.  Baptism  is  not  universally  and 
indispensably  necessary  to  salvation ;  but  regenera- 
tion is.  5.  Ungodly  and  wicked  persons,  who  have 
been  baptized,  need  regeneration, — even  as  all  wicked 
Israelites  needed  the  circumcision  of  the  heart, — and 
the  Jews,  in  our  Lord's  days,  needed  regeneration."  t 
But  while  we  guard  against  extreme  opinions  on 
tiie  one  hand,  it  is  equally  necessary  to  guard  against 
extreme  opinions  on  the  other ;  and  there  is  reason  to 
fear,  that  if,  by  some,  the  efficacy  of  baptism  is  unduly 
magnified,  it  is  by  many  more  unduly  depreciated,  or 
altogether  disbelieved.  "We  have  seen  that  children 
are  fit  and  capable  subjects  of  the  Spirit's  grace,  and 
that  the  ordinance  of  baptism  is  a  sign  and  seal  of 
"  engrafting  into  Christ."  In  the  case  of  an  adult, 
where  there  is  no  faith,  it  is  devoid  of  efficacy  ;  and 
in  the  case  of  a  child,  where  there  is  no  faith  on  the 

*  E.  Irving's  Homilies  on  Baptism,  387. 

t  Rev.  Thomas  Scott's  Remarks  on  Bishop  Tomline's  Refutation  of 
Calvinism. 

Q 
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part  of  the  parent,  through  whom  alone  the  child  hds  a 
claim  to  this  ordinance,  it  may  he  equally  ineffectual ; 
hut  this  hinders  not,  that  in  either  instance,  it  may  he 
a  real  channel,  as  well  as  a  visihle  symhol  of  grace^ 
where  faith  is  exercised  in  the  covenant  promise^ 
And  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  administration 
of  haptism  to  an  infant  child  is  fraught  with  rich 
encouragement  to  the  parent,  and  with  profound  in- 
struction to  the  child  himself  when  he  arrives  at  a 
riper  age ;  for  in  haptism  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  visihle 
application  made  to  that  child  individually  of  the  sign 
and  seal  of  all  the  grace  which  the  covenant  containg^ 
— such  an  application  as  gives  a  special  and  personal 
direction  to  all  the  invitations,  and  calls,  and  promises 
of  the  Gospel ;  and  is  alike  fitted  to  nourish  the  fiddi 
and  hope  pf  the  parent,  and  to  call  forth,  at  a  later 
period,  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  his  offsprings 
or  to  impress  them  with  a  very  solemn  sense  of  the 
responsibility  under  which  they  lie.      And  although 
I  cannot  agree  with  those  who  seem  to  argue  that 
there  would  he  no  ground  for  Christian  education, 
unless  regeneration  were  included  in  baptism  ;*  yet  it 
seems  very  clear,  that  education  may  be  stimulated, 
and  conducted,  too,  on  a  better  principle,  by  reason  of 
the  truths  which  baptism  unquestionably  implies.   The 
parent  knowing  that,  on  the  ground  of  his  faith,  his 

*  "  Christian  Morals,"  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Sewell,  Professor  of  Moral 
Philosophy  at  Oxford.  This  book  proceeds  on  the  assumption  of  biq>tis- 
mal  regeneration,  and  represents  that  doctrine  as  the  groundwork  of 
Christian  Ethics.  With  much  that  is  objectionable,  it  presents  some  fine 
views  of  the  improvement  which  should  be  made  of  baptism,  and  of  the 
connectioDt  too  often  overlooked,  betwixt  Christianity  and  Education. 
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children  are  declared  to  be  ''  ^o^J?"  <uid  as  such,  hare 

been  admitted  to  the  priyilege  of  baptism,  should  fi^ol 

that  he  is  thereby  encouraged  to  regard  them  as  fit 

and  capable  subjects  of  the  Spirit's  grace,  and  as  liavin^ 

such  an  interest  in  all  the  privileges  and  promises  of 

that  covenant  as  affords  ample  warrant  for  the  exercise 

of  fidth,  and  hope,  and  prayer ;  and  the  children,  iis 

thej  grow  up,  should  be  frequently  reminded  that  thoy 

-were  dedicated  to  God, — that  they  were  baptized  into 

ihe  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 

Holy  Ghost, — and  that  they  received  baptism  as  a  pri- 

Til^e  for  which  they  must  give  in  an  account.     And 

when,  at  any  time,  in  after-life,  they  have  any  doubt 

as  to  their  interest  in  the  covenant,  they  may  look 

back  to  the  personal  application  of  the  seal  of  th(' 

covenant  to  themselves  individually,  while  as  yet  they 

were  unconscious  infants,  and  draw  from  it  a  precious 

assurance  of  the  perfect  fxeeness  of  the  Gospel.     To 

believing  parents,  again,  who  have  lost  their  children 

in  infancy,  the  truths  which  have  been  illustrated  are 

fitted  to  impart  a  consolation  such  as  the  world  can 

neither  give  nor  take  away.* 

We  have  purposely  reserved  the  case  of  infants  for 
distinct  consideration.  To  some  it  may  appear,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  more  natural  course  to  consider 
the  effect  of  baptism  in  the  first  instance,  and  there- 
after to  develope  the  course  of  the  Spirit's  operation, 
when  children  grow  up  to  a  capacity  for  knowing  and 
believing  the  truth.     But  as  the  work  of  the  Spirit  is 

*  Dr  Russell  on  the  ^<  Salvation  of  Children  Dying  in  Infancy." 
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spoken  of  in  Scripture  chiefly  with  reference  to  adult 
persons,  and  as  in  their  case  only  can  we  trace  it  in 
its  visible  manifestations  and  actual  £raits,  we  hare 
drawn  our  illustratj^ons  from  their  experience.  And  it 
deserves  to  be  remarked,  that  even  those  who  hold 
the  highest  views  of  baptismal  regeneration,  should 
not,  on  that  account,  object  to  a  detailed  illustratioii 
of  His  subsequent  operations  on  the  mind  and  heart, 
since  they  admit,  that  whatever  grace  may  be  imparted 
at  baptism,  there  must  be  an  internal  and  spiritual 
change  of  mind  and  heart — a  change  wrought  by  die 
agency  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  instrumentality  of  the 
truth  in  riper  years,  before  any  man  can  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God. 


PART  II. 

ILLUSTRATIVE  CASES. 


CHAPTER  I. 


THE  PHILIPPIAN  GAOLER. 
Acts  xvi.  19-34. 

The  nature  of  a  sinner  s  conversion  to  God  is  illus- 
trated in  Scripture  in  various  ways.    Sometimes  in  the 
waj  of  doctrinal  statement,  as  when  it  is  represented 
in  general  terms  as  a  change  of  mind  and  heart, 
wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  God  applying  the  truths  of 
his  Word,  whereby  the  sinner  is  led  to  turn  from  sin 
unto  God ; — sometimes  by  the  use  of  figurative  or 
metaphorical  expressions,  descriptive  of  the  various 
aspects  in  which  it  may  be  viewed, — as  when  it  is 
denominated  a  resurrection^  a  new  birth,  an  enlighten-^ 
ing,  a  transformation,  a  renetcing,  a  cleansing,  a  cure^ 
an  awakening  of  the  soul ; — sometimes  by  the  help  of 
parables,  or  stories  derived  from  ordinary  life,  and 
employed  to  illustrate  spiritual  truth, — as  when  the 
apostasy,  and  ruin,  and  wretchedness  of  the  natural 
man,  and  the  commencement,  progress,  and  consum- 
mation of  his  conversion,  are  represented  in  the  history 
of  the  Prodigal  Son ; — and,  lastly,  by  the  account 
of  many  instances  of  genuine  conversion  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  recorded  in  the  Word,  and  which 
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afford  a  practical  illustration  of  the  truth,  such  as  is 
admirably  fitted  at  once  to  awaken  our  interest  in  it, 
to  impart  a  clear  idea  of  its  nature,  and  to  impress 
our  minds  with  a  sense  of  its  reality,  as  matter  of 
personal  experience. 

I  propose  to  consider  some  of  these  scriptural  cases 
of  conversion — ^such  as  that  of  the  Philippian  Gaoler, 
the  Ethiopian  Treasurer,  Cornelius  the  Roman  Cen- 
turion, Saul  the  persecutor,  Lydia  of  Thyatira,  the 
Malefactor  on  the  Cross,  and  the  three  thousand  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost, — viewing  them  as  so  many  illus- 
trative specimens  of  that  great  change  which  must  be 
wrought  on  ourselves  individually,  if  we  would  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  I  do  the  rather  prefer 
such  cases  of  conversion  as  are  to  be  found  in  Scripture, 
before  all  others  that  have  been  reported  in  the  diaries 
of  private  Christians,  or  the  more  recent  history  of  the 
Church,* — because,  being  recorded  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  they  are  of  standard  authority,  and  exhibit  the 
truth  without  any  admixture  of  error  or  enthusiasm, 
but  in  connection  with  the  personal  history  and  actual 
experience  of  individuals  of  various  views,  and  disposi- 
tions, and  habits;  so  as  to  enable  us  at  once  to  discover, 
by  a  simple  comparison,  what  was  common  to  all,  and 
what  is  essential  in  every  case  of  conversion,  and  to 
separate  from  each  the  mere  circumstantial  accompani- 
ments. And,  in  reviewing  these  cases,  I  trust  we  shall 
be  impressed  with  a  solemn  sense  of  the  greatness  of 

*  Dr  Owen  selects  the  case  of  Augustine.    In  1833  the  Rev.  J.  K. 
Craig,  Oxon,  published  a  work  in  2  vols,  on  Contbrsion,  in  a  Series 
of  all  the  Cases  recorded  in  the  New  Testament,  Defective,  Doubtful, 
Real;  intended  as  a  help  to  Belf-examination. 
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conTersion,  when  we  reflect  that  God  himself  has  not 
deemed  it  unworthy  of  His  own  infinite  mind  to  mark 
and  to  record,  in  his  Word,  the  commencement,  and 
progress,  and  completion  of  this  change  in  the  bosoms 
of  indiffidiuU  men  and  women ;  the  mere  fact  that 
gach  cases  are  recorded  being  a  suflicient  proof  at  once 
that  God  regards  the  conversion  of  a  soul  with  pro- 
found interest, — and  that,  as  "  there  is  joy  in  heaven 
among  the  angels  of  God  when  one  sinner  repenteth," 
80  the  Holy  Spirit  is  near  him,  watching  his  progress, 
aiding  his  efforts,  and  rejoicing  in  his  success. 

The  first  case  which  I  select  is  thsit  of  the  Philippian 
Gaoler,  which  affords  an  interesting  and  instructive 
example  of  real  conversion  to  God.  And  in  illustrating 
the  words  in  which  it  is  recorded,  I  shall — 1 9f^  Consider 
what  is  said  of  the  state  of  his  mind  before  his  conver- 
sion ;  2d',  The  circumstances  which  accompanied,  and 
the  means  which  effected  this  great  change ;  and,  3</, 
The  true  nature  of  it,  or  wherein  it  properly  consisted, 
and  the  practical  results  which  followed  it. 

1.  In  respect  to  the  state  of  his  mind  before  the 
time  of  his  conversion,  you  will  observe,  on  a  careful 
review  of  the  narrative,  that  there  are  two  distinct 
descriptions  of  it, — or  rather  he  was  successively  in 
two  different  states  of  mind — first,  as  a  careless  sinner^ 
and  then  as  a  convinced  sinner,  before  he  became  a 
converted  man. 

It  is  evident,  that  down  to  the  time  when  the  earth- 
quake occurred,  he  had  been  a  careless,  unregenerate, 
worldly  man.  This  appears,  not  so  much  from  his 
having  imprisoned  the  apostles,  and  made  tlieii  fefe\. 
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fast  in  the  stocks — for  that  might  he  thought  to  be  his 
duty  in  the  subordinate  situation  which  he  filled ;  and 
the  guilt  of  persecution  properly  rested  on  the  people 
who  accused,  and  the  magistrates  who  condemned 
them, — of  whom  it  is  said,  that  (ver.  19)  when  the 
masters  of  the  damsel,  who  had  been  possessed  with 
a  spirit  of  divination,  and  who  had  been  miracu- 
lously cured — when  they  "  saw  that  the  hope  of  their 
gains  was  gone,  they  caught  Paul  and  Silas,  and  drew 
them  in  to  the  market-place  unto  the  rulers,  and 
brought  them  to  the  magistrates,  saying.  These  men 
being  Jews,  do  exceedingly  trouble  our  city,  and  teach 
customs  which  are  not  lawful  for  us  to  receive,  neither 
to  observe,  being  Eomans.  And  the  multitude  rose 
up  together  against  them ;  and  the  magistrates  rent 
off  their  clothes,  and  commanded  to  beat  them.  And 
when  they  had  laid  many  stripes  upon  them,  they 
cast  them  into  prison,  charging  the  gaoler  to  keep  them 
safely :  who,  having  received  such  a  charge^  thrust 
them  into  the  inner  prison,  and  made  their  feet  &8t 
in  the  stocks.**  The  guilt  of  this  persecution  rested 
mainly  on  the  magistrates  and  the  multitude,  and  the 
gaoler  was  no  farther  responsible  for  it  than  as  he  was 
their  agent  in  carr3ring  it  on;  but  that  he  was  a  care- 
less sinner,  appears  with  conclusive  evidence  from  his 
conduct  afterwards,  when  (ver.  26)  "  suddenly  there 
was  a  great  earthquake,  so  that  the  foxmdations  of  the 
prison  were  shaken;  and  immediately  all  the  doors 
were  opened,  and  every  one's  bands  were  loosed.  And 
the  keeper  of  the  prison  awaking  out  of  his  sleep,  and 
seeing  the  prison-doors  o^en,  he  drew  out  his  sword, 
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and  would  liave  killed  himself,  supposing  that  the 
pnsoneis  had  heen  fled."    We  have  here  a  lively  deli- 
neation of  a  worldly,  careless,  godless  man  distracted 
and  driven  to  desperation  hy  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
temporal  calamity.  He  supposed  that  his  prisoners  had 
escaped,  and  that  he  would  he  called  to  account  hy 
Mb  earthly  superiors,  and  condemned  to  forfeit  the 
sitiiation  which  he  held  ;  and  immediately,  under  the 
influence  of  "  that  sorrow  of  the  world  which  work- 
ed death,"  "  he  drew  out  his  swOrd,  and  would  have 
kiUed  himself."     The  thought  of  suicide  was  an  indi- 
cation of  utter  practical  atheism ;  for  it  showed  that 
he  had  no  fear  of  God — since  he  was  more  afraid  of 
"  them  that  could  kill  the  hody,  than  of  Him  that 
could  cast  hoth  soul  and  hody  into  hell  "  that  he  had 
no  care  for  his  soul — since  he  was  ready  to  peril  its 
salvation,  merely  because  he  apprehended  the  loss  of 
his  situation  on  earth ;  and  that  he  had  no  concern, 
or  rather  was  utterly  reckless  about  eternity — since  to 
escape  from  the  misery  of  the  present  hour,  he  was 
about  to  rush,  unprepared  and  unsummoned,  into  the 
presence  of  his  Judge.     The  idea  of  suicide  is  one 
that  could  not  have  occurred  to  any  man,  however 
severe  the  trials,  and  however  heavy  the  disappoint- 
ments which  he  was  called  to  endure,  unless  he  were 
utterly  ignorant  or  careless  in  regard  alike  to  God  and 
his  ovm  everlasting  prospects  ;  and  from  the  fact,  that 
*'  he  drew  out  his  sword,  and  would  have  killed  him- 
self" we  infer,  that  down  to  the  time  when  the  earth- 
quake occurred  he  was  a  mere  worldling, — an  indif- 
ferent, careless,  and  unawakened  sinner. 
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But  a  change  was  wrought  on  his  state  of  mind 
before  his  conversion,  and  which  was  only  preparatory 
to  that  still  greater  change :  from  being  a  careless^  he 
became  a  convinced  sinner.     This  preliminary  change 
consisted  in  strong  convictions  of  conscience,  and  lively 
apprehensions  of  danger;  and  these,  although  sud- 
denly produced,  were  alike  sincere  and  profound,  in- 
somuch that  it  is  said  (ver.  29),  "  he  called  for  a  light, 
and  sprang  in,  and  came  trembling,  and  fell  down 
before  Paul  and  Silas,  and  brought  them  out,  and 
said,  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  V*     Here  is  a 
great  change, — a  change  from  total  apathy  to  real  con- 
cern,— ^from  utter  recklessness  to  sincere  and  anxious 
inquiry.     He  appears  to  have  been  suddenly  seized 
with  an  agonizing  sense  of  his  guilt  and  danger ;  and 
there  is  an  aflfecting  contrast  betwixt  his  present  con- 
victions and   his  former  carelessness;  for  the  same 
danger  existed  then  as  now :  his  sins  were  as  many 
and  great, — God  was  as  just,  and  holy,  and  terrible, — 
eternity  was  as  vast  and  awftd  when  he  thought  not 
at  all  of  these  things  as  now,  when,  in  agitation  and 
alarm,  he  could  think  of  nothing  else :  his  danger 
was  not  created  by  his  convictions, — it  was  only  rea- 
lized and  impressed  on  his  conscience ;  his  state  was 
as  perilous  before,  when,  in  the  recklessness  of  unbe- 
lief, he  drew  a  sword,  and  would  have  killed  himself 
— as  now,  when,  with  a  newly  awakened  anxiety  and 
earnestness,  he  was  inquiring  what  he  should  do  to  be 
saved  ?     But  now  he  was  brought  under  deep  con- 
cern as  to  the  state  and  prospects  of  his  souL    He  was 
convinced  of  his  danger^  and  of  the  need  of  salvation ; 
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br  his  question  was  XLnderstood  and  answered  by  the 
apostles  as  haying  reference  to  his  spiritual  state  and 
ererlasting  prospects.  And  this  conviction,  although 
suddenly  awakened  in  the  bosom  of  one  who  had  here- 
tofore been  a  careless  sinner,  may  be  accounted  for  by 
what  he  had  seen  and  heard  since  the  iipostles  had 
appeared  at  Philippi.  We  find  that  the  apostles  had 
been  certain  days  in  that  city;  that  Paul  had  preaclied 
by  the  riyer  side,  "where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made ;" 
that  Lydia  had  been  converted,  and,  along  with  her 
household,  had  been  baptized;  and  that  a  miracle 
had  been  wrought  on  the  damsel  possessed  with  a 
spirit  of  divination ; — ^these  things  had  occurred  before 
that  memorable  night ;  and  although  the  gaoler  might 
not  have  been  personally  present,  he  could  hardly  fail 
to  hear  the  report  of  what  had  happened,  as  we  find 
that  the  whole  city  was  thrown  into  an  uproar, — and 
"  the  multitude  rose  up  together  against  the  apostles, 
and  the  magistrates  rent  oflf  their  clothes,  and  com- 
manded to  beat  them.**  And  besides  the  report  of 
these  things,  the  conduct  of  the  apostles  in  prison 
was  fitted  to  impart  much  instruction  :  lacerated  ^vith 
stripes,  loaded  perhaps  with  chains,  and  with  their  feet 
fast  in  the  stocks,  "  at  midnight  Paul  and  Silas  prayed, 
and  sang  praises  unto  God ;  and  the  prisoners  heard 
them."  That  song  of  praise  at  the  dead  of  night,  and 
within  the  walls  of  a  public  prison,  bespoke  a  sustain- 
ing power  which  no  persecution  could  crush, — a  peace 
which  the  world  could  neither  give  nor  take  away ; 
and,  when  the  song  ceased,  and  the  prayer  was  ended, 
^^  suddenly  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  so  that  the 
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foundations  of  the  prison  were  shaken,  and  all  the 
doors  were  opened,  and  every  one's  bands  were  loosed." 
These  events,  whether  witnessed  by  the  gaoler,  or  re- 
ported to  him  when  he  awoke  out  of  sleep,  must  have 
impressed  his  mind  with  the  conviction,  that  there  was 
some  unearthly  greatness  in  these  men,  and  some  un^ 
seen  power  working  on  their  behalf, — especially  when, 
in  the  midst  of  that  awful  scene,  in  which  the  earth 
had  opened,  and  the  foundations  of  the  prison  were 
shaken, — and  when,  in  utter  distraction  and  terror, 
the  gaoler  drew  his  sword,  and  would  have  killed  him- 
self, he  heard  Paul's  voice,  rising  calm  and  clear  above 
the  confusion,  and  saying, — "  Do  thyself  no  harm,  for 
we  are  all  here."  Such  seem  to  have  been  the  circum- 
stances which  awakened  the  conscience  of  this  careless 
sinner,  and  brought  it  imder  the  power  of  strong  con- 
victions, for  "  immediately  he  called  for  a  light,  and 
sprang  in,  and  came  trembling,  and  fell  down  before  - 
Paul  and  Silas,  and  brought  them  out,  saying.  Sirs, 
what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  V* 

But  while  a  marked  change  had  been  wrought  on 
his  views  and  feelings,  inasmuch  as,  from  being  a  very 
careless,  he  had  become  a  deeply  convinced  sinner, 
you  will  carefully  observe  that  he  was  not  yet  a  cow- 
verted  man.  He  was  only  at  the  stage  of  conviction 
which  precedes  conversion,  but  which  is  not  always 
followed  by  it.  He  had  strong  remorse ;  but  remorse 
is  not  repentance  ; — he  had  a  deep  sense  of  fear ;  but 
fear  is  not  faith ; — ^he  had  an  awfiil  apprehension  of 
danger ;  but  danger  may  be  apprehended  while  the 
method  of  deliverance  is  unknown.    These  convictions 
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were  usefiil  as  preparatory  means — as  motives  to  seri-^ 
ous  inquiry  and  earnest  attention ;  at  the  most,  they 
were  but  hop^l  9ympUym9 ;  they  neither  amounted 
to  oonyersion,  nor  did  they  afford  any  certain  ground 
to  expect  that  this  great  change  would  follow;  for 
such  conyictions,  however  profound,  may  be,  and  often 
are  stifled,  resisted,  and  overcome.  The  careless  sin- 
ner may  be  startled  for  a  time  in  his  slumber,  and 
the  transient  alarm  passing  away,  he  may  faU  back 
again  into  the  sleep  of  spiritual  death,  smd  the  latter 
end  of  that  man  is  worse  than  the  beginning. 

That  the  gaoler  was  not  yet  converted,  is  evident 
from  the  question  which  he  put  to  the  apostles, — a 
question  which  implies,  indeed,  that  he  was  now  con- 
vinced of  his  danger,  and  concerned  for  his  soul,  and 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  sjilvation,  and  willing 
to  inquire  after  it, — but  which  also  implies,  that  as 
yet  he  was  ignorant  of  the  method  of  salvation,  and  the 
groimd  of  a  sinner  s  hope ;  nay,  his  question  seems  to 
imply  that,  besides  being  ignorant  as  yet  of  the  only 
ground  of  acceptance  with  God,  he  was  still,  notwith- 
standing all  his  convictions,  disposed  to  look  to  some- 
thing that  he  might  himself  do  as  the  means  of  effect- 
ing his  deliverance;  for  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  even 
when  under  an  agonizing  sense  of  guilt  and  danger, 
he  came  trembling  to  the  apostles,  his  question  to 
tliem  was  not — how  can  I  be  saved  ?  but — what  must 
I  do  to  be  saved  ?  and  this  accords  with  the  disposi- 
tion and  tendency  of  every  natural  mind.  However 
deep  his  convictions  may  be,  and  however  alarming 
liis  fears,  the  first  impulse  of  every  convinced  sinner, 


248  ILLUSTRATIVE  CASES. 

before  he  is  savingly  converted,  is  to  look  to  some 
efforts  or  doings  of  his  own  as  the  means  of  his  deU- 
verance,  and  to  betake  himself  to  a  reformation  of  life, 
or  to  deeds  of  charity,  or  to  penance  and  self-mortifi- 
cation, or  some  other  outward  observance,  in  the  vain 
hope  that  he  may  thereby  construct  for  himself  a 
groimd  of  hope,  and  secure  the  forgiveness  and  favour 
of  God.  Down  to  the  time,  then,  that  he  put  this 
question  to  the  apostles,  he  was  an  unconverted  man, 
although  he  had  been  so  far  changed,  as  from  a  care- 
less to  have  become  a  convinced  sinner. 

2.  Let  us  now  consider  the  means  by  which  his 
conversion  was  effected,  as  distinct  from  the  circum- 
stances by  which  it  was  preceded  or  accompanied.  It 
is  of  considerable  practical  importance  to  separate  these 
two,  and  to  consider  what  is  essential  to  conversion 
apart  from  the  mere  circumstantial  accompaniments 
which  were  peculiar  to  this  individual's  case.  Of  the 
latter,  we  may  mention — the  earthquake,  the  opening 
of  the  prison-doors,  the  bursting  of  the  prisoners'  bands, 
and  other  such  circumstances,  which  in  this  particular 
case  were  employed  as  means  of  awakening  the  con- 
science and  impressing  the  mind  of  a  careless  sinner ; 
whereas  in  other  cases  God  brings  about  the  same 
change  without  any  such  manifestation  of  miraculous 
power, — sometimes  by  the  ordinary  dispensations  of  his 
providence,  and  at  other  times  by  the  simple  operation 
of  his  truth.  It  matters  little  by  what  circimistances 
a  sinner  is  first  awakened  to  inquire, — whether  by  the 
earthquake,  or  the  still  small  voice, — ^provided  only 
that  he  is  convinced  of  his  sin  and  danger,  and  led  to 
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ioquire  in  earnest  after  the  salyation  of  his  soul.     But 
while  the  circumstances  which  may  accompany  this 
diange  are  yery  yaiious  in  different  cases,  the  meanM 
^oonreision — ^that  by  which  it  is  properly  effected — 
are  one  and  the  same  in  all :  it  is  nothing  else  than 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  or  the  full  and  free  Gospel 
of  the  grace  of  God.    The  gaoler  was  not  conrerted 
by  the  earthquake,  and  the  shaking  of  the  prison,  and 
Ae  opening  of  the  prison-doors ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
mnteeUate  effect  of  these  miraculous  events  was  such 
a  terror  and  distraction  of  mind,  that  ^'  he  drew  out  his 
sword,  and  would  haye  killed  himself;"  and  eyen  when 
they  were  made  the  means  of  awakening  his  con- 
scienoe,  and  impressing  him  widi  a  sense  of  danger, 
ihey  only  served  the  preparatory  purpose  of  exciting 
faim  to  earnest  inquiry :  but  what  the  earthquake,  and 
the  other  miraculous  events  of  that  memorable  night 
could  not  do,  was  done  by  the  simple  proclamation  of 
the  Gospel  message.  For  when  he  came  to  the  apostles, 
and,  trembling  under  a  sense  of  his  guilt  and  danger, 
asked  them,  saying,  "  Sirs !  What  must  I  do  to  be 
saved  ?"  they  immediately  replied,  "  Believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved."     And 
tliis  word  was  the  instrument  of  his  conversion, — the 
means  by  which  the  convinced  sinner  became  a  con- 
verted man! 

In  this  short  but  comprehensive  passage,  we  have 
only,  as  it  were,  the  text  of  Paul's  discourse ;  for  it  is 
evident  that  he  unfolded  its  meaning,  and  instruct- 
ed the  gaoler  fully  in  the  truth,  since  it  is  added, 
"  They  spake  unto  him  the  Word  of  the  Loid,  axA 
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to  all  that  were  in  his  house."    The  whole  discourse 
is  not  recorded ;  hut  the  suhstance  of  it  is  preserved  in 
that  precious  answer  which  was  given  to  the  gaoler « 
question,  and  which  contains  in  a  few  pregnant  words 
a  summary  of  the  Gospel — a  complete  directory  to 
every  anxious  inquirer  after  the  way  of  peace.     They 
directed  him  to  look  out  of  himself  to  Christy — ^to  re* 
linquish  all  hope  of  salvation  hy  works,  and  to  sedk 
salvation  hy  faith, — and  to  depend  not  at  all  on  his  own 
righteousness,  hut  on  another  righteousness  which  Qod 
had  provided,  and  which  Christ  had  wrought  out  fof 
him.    They  exhorted  him  to  helieve  on  the  LordJesui  ■ 
Christ, — which  implies,^r*^,  that  he  should  believe  the 
truth  concerning  Christ,  which  is  involved  in  the  names 
which  are  here  given  to  him,  and  which,  doubtless^ 
was  more  fully  explained  in  the  subsequent  address : 
as  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  the  Son  of  God,  and 
the  Saviour  of  sinners ; — ^that  he  was  anointed  by  the 
Father  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  therefore  to  be 
received  as  the  Christ  of  God,  the  Messiah  that  had 
been  promised  to  the  fathers ; — ^that  he  was  anointed 
for  the  discharge  of  his  various  offices, — as  God's  Pro- 
phet, to  declare  his  mind  and  will, — as  God's  High 
Priest,  to  make  atonement  for  sin  and  intercession  for 
sinners, — and  as  God's  King,  to  whom  all  power  was 
given  in  heaven  and  on  earth; — that  once  humbled,  lie 
was  now  exalted,  so  that  every  tongue  should  confess 
that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.    AD 
this  is  implied  in  the  names  which  are  here  given  to 
him  :  he  is  called  Jesus,  "  because  he  should  save  his 
people  from  their  sins-," — and  Christ,  because  he  is  the 
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LtntTs  Anointed,  to  whom  the  Spirit  was  given  with- 
out measure,  in  token  of  his  designation,  hy  Divine 
appointment,  to  the  offices  which  he  sustained,  as  well 
as  to  qualify  him  for  effecting  his  great  redemption; — 
and  ^  Lordy"  hecanse  he  is  highly  exalted,  not  only  in 
respect  of  the  original  dignity  of  his  nature,  but  also 
in  respect  to  the  reward  which  he  had  earned,  and  the 
^orj  which  should  follow  his  humiliation,  on  the 
completion  of  his  work.  And  the  gaoler  was  caUed, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  believe  these  truths  concerning 
Christ,  because  they  constitute  the  means  by  which 
nmiers  are  savingly  converted, — ^there  being  enough 
of  GkMipel  truth  in  the  very  name  of  Jesus  to  be  an 
adequate  object  of  saving  faith,  and  to  work  that 
great  change ;  for  "  whoso  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ  is  bom  of  God," — and  there  is  "  no  other 
name  given  under  heaven  among  men,  whereby  wc 
must  be  saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus." 

The  apostle's  exhortation  farther  implies,  that,  be- 
lieving the  truth  concerning  Christ,  the  gaoler  should 
place  his  own  personal  trust  and  reliance  on  Christ 
abne, — ^that  he  should  come  to  him,  and  commit  his 
soul  into  Christ's  hands,  as  one  who  was  able  to  save 
iinto  the  very  uttermost,  and  receive  and  embrace  him 
as  his  own  Saviour,  in  all  the  fulness  of  his  oflSces,  as 
he  is  freely  offered  in  the  Gospel.    In  other  words,  that 
he  should  believe  the  truth  concerning  Christ,  with  a 
special  application  of  it  to  the  case  of  Ms  own  souly — 
not  resting  in  vague  generalities,  nor  contenting  him- 
self with  speculative  inquiry,  but  closing  with  Christ  as 
his  own  Saviour,  and  resting  on  him  as  all  lus  sal^vx- 


tion  and  all  his  desire.  For  tlie  apostle  epeolca  point- 
edly to  him,  and  says  to  liim  mdividually,  "  BelicTC 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  THor  shalt  be  saied.' 
Many  precious  lessons  are  taught  by  the  apostlt't 
answer,  which  are  applicable  for  the  direction  and' 
encouragement  of  conyinced  sinners  in  all  ages  of  iht 
Church ;  but  omitting  these  for  the  present,  and  eoa- 
finmg  our  attention  to  tbe  taae  of  the  indiridtud 
before  us,  I  shall  only  observe  that  the  general  tnilli 
which  he  was  called  to  believe  concerning  Christ,  u 
the  Anointed  Saviour  of  sinners,  afforded  a  sufficient 
warrant  and  reason  for  his  immediately  relying  «D 
Christ  as  his  own  Saviour ;  and  that,  when  he  <nu 
exhorted  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Olirist,  mi 
encouraged  to  hope  that  he  should  be  saved,  be  iui 
presented  to  him  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  Goapd 
message,  whioh  is  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  eveu  to  tlu 
chief  of  sinners. 

The  Gospel  thus  proposed  was  the  means  of  lu» 
conversion  ;  and,  considered  as  a  means,  it  was  alike 
stdtable  and  sulhcient ; — suitable,  as  prescribing  t 
remedy  in  all  respects  adapted  to  the  evils  which  ha 
felt  or  feared , — and  sufficient,  as  containing  evtif 
thing  that  was  needed  to  instruct,  or  encoun^,  er 
persuade  him.  The  Gospel  is  the  only,  and  it  ti  is 
adequate  means ;  but  it  is  a  means,  and  nothing  moie. 
It  is  an  instrument  whose  efficacy  depends  on  la 
being  applied  by  the  Spirit.  It  is  not  said,  indeed,  at 
the  Philippian  Gaoler,  as  it  is  of  Lydia  in  the  laiM 
city, — that  "  the  Lord  opened  his  heart ;"  but  it  it 
manifest  that  tbe  Spirit  must  have  concurred  with  the 
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Word :  the  mere  Word  will  not  do  it.  If  you  doubt 
tliisy  the  same  words  are  now,  and  hare  often  been, 
addressed  to  jou,  and  with  a  special  application  to 
eadi  of  your  souls — *'  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christy  and  thou  shalt  be  .saved."  You  hare  read 
these  words,  and  jou  hare  often  heard  them  before ; 
and  eren  thus  much  of  God's  truth  is  sufficient  to 
OQQTert  a  sinner,  and  to  bring  about  a  sudden  an^ 
imiyersal  change, — ^but  only  when  it  is  applied  with 
power  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  for  your  own  experience 
may  seire  to  conrince  you,  that  the  same  words  which 
oonyerted  the  gaoler  may  be  repeated  often,  and  press- 
ed with  earnestness,  and  fully  imfolded  and  explained, 
and  yet  leave  you  as  unconcerned  and  unconverted  as 
before.  So  the  gaoler  might  have  been  in  danger, 
and  yet  have  cherished  his  former  security,— or  he 
m^t  have  been  visited  with  convictions  of  conscience, 
and  yet  have  stifled  them,~-or  he  might  have  been 
alarmed,  vnthout  inquiring  after  salvation,— or  he 
might  have  inquired,  without  discovering  the  truth, — 
or  he  might  have  heard  the  truth,  without  believing 
it, — had  not  the  Spirit  of  God  convinced  him  of  his 
danger,  and  awakened  a  spirit  of  earnest  inquiry,  and 
made  known  to  him  the  Gospel,  and  disposed  and 
enabled  him  to  receive  and  rest  upon  Christ,  as  all 
Ills  salvation  and  all  his  desire. 

3.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  nature  of  that  great 
cliange  which  was  thus  wrought  on  his  mind,  or 
wherein  it  properly  consisted,  and  the  practical  fruits 
which  followed  it. 

It  is  clear  that  his  conversion  properly  consisted 
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in  his  complying  with  the  apostle's  exhortation, — 
by  "  believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ!*  Until  he 
believed,  he  was  unconverted;  but,  so  soon  as  he 
believed,  he  became  a  converted  man.  The  produc- 
tion of  trns  faith  is  a  new  creation, — ^it  is  not  a  mere 
change  of  opinion,  but  a  radical  and  thorough  renovar> 
tion  of  mind,  in  virtue  of  which  it  may  be  said,  that 
irom  the  same  hour  in  which  he  ''^  believed  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  he  became  "  a  new  creature :  old 
things  passed  away ;  all  things  became  new."  Not 
that  it  is  a  small  matter  to  be  bom  again,  but  it  is  a 
great  thing  to  believe.  Many  who  have  never  ques- 
tioned their  own  faith  in  Christianity,  and  who  pre- 
sume that  they  are  believers,  merely  because  they 
have  not  opposed  it,  may  be  totally  unconscious  of 
any  thing  in  their  own  experience  which  bears  any 
resemblance  to  that  of  the  Philippian  gaoler,  when, 
under  deep  convictions  of  conscience,  and  with  earnest 
desire  after  salvation,  he  was  first  taught  the  truth 
concerning  Christ,  and  enabled  to  form  a  vivid  and 
realizing  conception  of  his  office  and  power,  as  the 
real,  only,  and  all-sufficient  Savioiu:  of  sinners ;  but 
every  one  who,  like  him,  has  been  really  awakened  to 
a  sense  of  his  sin  and  danger,  and  who  has  been  led 
to  contemplate  Christ  in  his  true  character,  and  really 
to  believe  on  him  for  salvation,  will  acknowledge, 
that  on  the  instant  when  he  acquired  the  first  inward 
conviction  of  the  truth,  he  passed,  as  it  were,  firom 
darkness  into  marvellous  light, — that  he  then  ex- 
perienced a  very  great  change  in  all  his  views  and 
feelings, — that  a  new  mind  was  given  to  him,  and  a 
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new  life  seemed  to  have  begun, — ^insomuch,  that  he  felt 
as  did  the  blind  man  when  he  was  restored  to  sight. 
^'  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now 

In 
see. 

A  realy  simple^  and  scriptural  faith  is  that  essential 
element,  without  which  there  can  be  no  conversionv 
and  in  which  it  properly  consists ;  but  this  faith  has 
uniformlj  certain  accompaniments  and  effects,  which 
are  so  many  proo&  of  its  genuineness  and  tokens  of  its 
efficacy.    The  "  faith  which  is  without  works  is  dead, 
being  alone;"  but  living  faith  toorketh  by  love.    And  it 
is  deeply  interesting  to  mark,  in  the  short  and  simple 
narrative  of  the  gaoler  s  conversion,  how  soon  and 
how  surely  the  faith  of  the  Gospel  is  followed  by  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness.     For  that  narrative 
bears — Ist^  That  he  thirsted  for  more  instruction;  that 
he  hungered  for  the  bread  of  life ;  and  was  solicitous 
to  know  more  of  divine  truth.     For  after  hearing  the 
answer  which  the  apostles  gave  to  his  question,  it  is 
said  (ver.  32),  "  they  spake  unto  him  the  Word  of 
the  Lord;"  just  as  it  is  said  that  they  who,  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  "  gladly  received  the  Word,"  "  con- 
tinued stedfastly  in  the  apostle's  doctrine  and  fellow- 
ship, and  breaking  of  bread  and  in  prayers."    2fl?,  That 
he  was  concerned,  not  only  for  his  own  soul,  but  also 
for  the  souls  of  his  family;  for  "  all  that  were  in  his 
house"  were  brought  together  to  hear  the  Word.     8dy 
That  his  faith  wrought  by  love,  producing  gratitude 
and  kindness  to  his  instructors ;  for  "  he  took  them 
the  same  hour  of  the  night  and  washed  their  stripes," — 
"  and  when  he  had  brought  them  out,  he  set  meat  before 
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them."  4M,  That  he  had  peace  and  joy  in  believing : 
his  fears  were  removed,  and  in  their  stead  a  new 
happiness  sprung  up  in  his  bosom ;  for  "  he  rejoiced, 
beUeving  in  God  with  all  his  house.**  And,  finally, 
he  made  an  open  profession  of  his  faith,  and  evinced 
his  entire  submission  to  the  authority  of  Christ,  by 
consenting  to  be  baptized  with  all  his  family,  and 
thereby  declared  that,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  city 
where  magistrates  and  people  were  alike  opposed  to 
the  religion  he  professed,  he  was  not  "  ashamed  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,"  since  he  had  felt  it  to  be  "  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth.* 

In  this  narrative  we  have  an  interesting  example  of 
true  scriptural  conversion ;  and  we  may  deduce  from 
it  several  instructive  lessons,  which  are  applicable  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Church  in  all  ages. 
We  learn  from  it  such  lessons  as  these, — 
1.  That  men,  in  their  unconverted  state,  are  often 
utterly  careless,  and  destitute  alike  of  all  fear  of  Gt)d, 
of  all  concern  for  their  souls,  and  of  all  solicitude 
about  death,  and  judgment,  and  eternity.  This  was 
the  character  of  the  gaoler  when  he  was  about  to  rush 
imprepared  into  the  presence  of  his  Judge ;  and  it  is 
the  character  of  many  amongst  ourselves,  who  have 
never  felt  that  religion  was  a  great  reality — ^nor  expe- 
rienced any  deep  impressions  of  its  awful  truths — ^nor 
spent  a  single  hour  in  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
state  of  their  souls,  the  relation  in  which  they  stand  to 
God,  and  their  future  prospects  i»  eternity ;  and  who, 
"  having  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,"  have  no 
sympathy  with  such  as  are  in  earnest  on  the  subject 
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of  religion,  but  are  disposed  to  ridicule  their  exercises 
and  their  experience  as  the  dreams  of  fanaticism.    This 
utter  insensibility — this  death-like  apathy — ^is  one  of 
the  worst  symptoms  of  a  man's  spiritual  state. 
•    2.  While  they  are  thus  careless,  God  is  often  pleased 
to  make  nse  of  some  solemn  and  awakening  dispen- 
sation of  proyidence  to  arouse  and  alarm  them, — as 
the  earthquake  was  employed  in  the  case  before  us, 
and  the  unloosing  of  the  prisoners,  which  threatened 
the  gaoler  with  temporal  ruin.     So  God  brings  a 
careless  sinner  into  sudden  and  imminent  danger,  or 
visits  him  with  affliction,  with  disease  of  body,  or 
bereayement  in  his  family,  or  embarrassment  in  his 
worldly  afi^urs, — and  this  because,  '^  when  they  hare 
DO  changes,  the  men  of  the  world  fear  not  God;" 
but  when  smitten  by  the  rod  of  his  providence,  they 
are  awakened  to  serious  thought.      These  afflictiye 
dispensations  are  often  useful  as  preparatory  means  ,* 
and  many  a  Christian  may  trace  his  first  serious  im- 
pressions to  a  season  of  personal  or  domestic  trial ; 
but  they  are  not  efiectual  of  themselves  for  thorough 
oouversion,  and  do  of^n,  in  point  of  fact,  fall  far  short 
of  it,   as  is  evident  in  the  case  of  Israel  of  old,  of 
whom  it  is  said,  "  When  he  slew  them,  then  they 
sought  him :  and  they  returned  and  inquired  early  after 
God.     And  they  remembered  that  God  was  their 
rock,  and  the  high  God  their  Redeemer.     Neverthe- 
less they  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  they 
lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues.     For  their  heart 
was  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  they  stediast  in 
his  covenant." 
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3.  Sometimea  the  trials  ond  disappointmenb  of 
careless  sinners  only  ^rve  to  exasperate  their  naloni) 
enmity  ;  and,  instead  of  producing  a  meek,  and  quiet, 
and  hroken  spirit,  issue  in  the  "  sorrow  of  the  world 
which  worketh  death," — as  was  the  case  of  the  gaoler. 
when,  under  the  pressure  of  unexpected  calamity,  hii 
first  impulse  was  to  draw  his  Eword  nnd  kill  himself; 
and  of  Ahithophel,  who,  "  when  he  saw  that  Iiia 
counsel  was  not  followed,  saddled  hia  ass,  and  aroK. 
and  gat  him  home  to  his  house,  to  his  city,  and  pul 
liis  household  in  order,  and  lianged  himself,  and  died, 
and  was  buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  father." 

4.  B«it  in  other  cases  a  icork  of  eotitiictim  it 
ivrought  in  the  conscience,  which  may  he  more  of 
less  intense,  and  of  longer  or  shorter  duration,  but  if 
ju  some  degree  essential  to  saving  conversion, — nidi 
conviction  offfuilt  ami  danger  aa  impressed  the  mind 
of  the  gaoler  when  he  came  trembling  and  said,  "  Wb>l 
must  I  do  to  he  saved  '("  Tliis  is  a  hopeful  syntptain, 
but  it  is  not  a  decisive  proof  of  a  saving  change;  on 
the  contrary,  such  convictions  are  often  stifled  ««t 
suppressed,  and,  inetead  of  subduing,  they  exaspoUr. 
— as  in  the  case  of  Felix,  who  trembled  while  PmJ 
preached,  hut  was  not  converted  ;  and  of  those  in  the 
Acts,  who  were  "  cut  to  the  heart"  by  the  ^wwlle'* 
doctrine,  hut  only  "gnashed  on  him  with  their  teelll ;' 
and  of  others  "who  were  cut  to  the  heart,"  and  onlj 
"  took  counsel  to  alay  them."  C'onvictions  are  mmW 
only  when  tUey  produce  an  earnest  spirit  of  thotig^ 
fulness,  and  lead  the  sinner  to  inquire,  "  ^Vliat  mipt 
I  do  to  be  saved  ?" 


TUB  PHILIPPIAN  GAOLER.  259 

5.  The  Gospel,  which  is  mainly  designed  to  reveal 
an  answer  to  that  question  of  an  awakened  conscience, 
is  the  (mlj  effectual  instrument  of  conversion. — Other 
means  may  concur  in  carrying  fon^'ard  the  prepara- 
tory process,  hut  this  alone  can  work  the  great,  the 
saving  change ; — all  other  expedients  are  worse  than 
useless — they  are  pernicious  and  fatal  to  the  soul. 
The  only  answer  that  ought  in  any  case,  or  in  any 
Gircomstances,  to  he  given  to  the  question — "  What 
must  I  do  to  he  saved  ?"  is  the  answer  that  was  re- 
tamed  to  thePhilippian  Gaoler — ^^  Believe  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  he  saved." 

And  the  circumstances  in  which  that  answer  was 
given  throw  an  interesting  light  hoth  on  the  perfect 
freeness  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  certainty  of  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth ;— on  its/reew^*,  as  being 
proposed  even  to  the  chief  of  sinners ;  for  Paul,  you 
will  observe,  had  no  scruple  in  proposing  the  full 
Gospel  to  the  gaoler  on  the  instant  when  he  canie  to 
him,  although  he  had  hitherto  been  a  careless,  uncon- 
verted man.  He  did  not  say  to  him,  You  have  been 
a  great  sinner,  I  have  no  Gospel  for  you ;  a  little  while 
ago  you  drew  your  sword,  and  were  about  to  commit 
suicide  ;  how  can  you  hope  to  be  saved  ?  No  ;  but 
to  thb  trembling  sinner  he  said  on  the  instant,  and 
without  any  qualification  or  reserve, — "  Believe  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;"  and  that  answer  is  the  sin- 
ner s  warrant  at  the  present  hour.  And  it  throws  an 
interesting  light  on  the  certainty  of  salvation  ;  for  he 
did  not  say.  Believe,  and  you  may  be  saved ;  but.  Be- 
lieve, and  thou  shalt  be  saved.    There  ia  no  dowbt.^ 
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no  uncertainty,  no  cautious  reserve, — ^but  an  absolute 
assurance ;  and  that  assurance  is  the  sinner  s  encour- 
agement at  the  present  hour.  To  every  sinner,  however 
careless,  and  however  deeply  convinced  of  sin,  we  are 
warranted  by  the  apostle's  example  in  saying,  fully 
and  freely^  without  any  conditions  or  exceptions,' 
"  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  ihxyu  shalt  be 
saved." 

6.  Cowaict'ixm  ends  in  conversion  only  when  a  true 
sense  of  sin  is  combined  with  a  belief  of  the  Gospel, 
or  an  apprehension  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ. 
The  careless  sumer  may  become  a  convinced  sinner  by 
the  operation  of  natural  conscience,  or  by  the  power  of 
the  law,  aided  by  the  awakening  dispensations  of  Pro- 
vidence ;  but  he  does  not  become  a  converted  man 
tintil  he  believes  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  realizes 
the  fact  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  Conversion  properly 
consists  ,in  the  production  of  repentance  and  fmth; 
and  a  new  birth  is  followed  by  a  new  life.  Conver- 
sion by  the  Word  produces  conformity  to  the  will  ef 
God,  and  faith  is  fruitful  of  works.  All  these  truths 
cure  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  gaoler  at  Philippi, 
and  are  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  every  believer 
at  the  present  day. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


THE  DYING  MALEFACTOR. 
Luke  xxiii.  32-43. 

The  cmcifixion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  was  so  ordered  as 
to  famish  a  striking  iUustration,  at  once  of  the  depth 
of  his  abasement,  and  the  certainty  of  his  reward.  To 
enhance  the  agony  and  the  shame  of  his  death,  he 
was  crucified  between  two  thieves — being  numbered 
with  transgressors — placed  on  the  same  level,  in  the 
public  view,  with  men  whose  lives  had  been  justly  for- 
feited by  their  crimes,  and  subjected,  in  his  last  mo- 
ments, to  the  painful  spectacle  of  their  sufierings  ;— 
but,  to  evince  the  certainty  of  his  reward, — to  make  it 
manifest  that  the  joy  which  was  set  before  him,  and 
for  which  he  endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame, 
would  be  realized, — and  to  give  him  as  it  were  a  pledge 
in  hand,  that  "  he  should  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul, 
and  be  satisfied,** — one  of  the  thieves  who  sufiered 
along  with  him  was  suddenly  converted  ;  and,  in 
the  lowest  depths  of  the  Redeemer  s  humiliation, — in 
the  darkest  hour  of  the  power  of  darkness,  when 
Satan's  policy  seemed  to  be  crowned  with  com^l^\/ii 
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success, — this  immortal  soul  was  snatched  as  a  brand 
from  the  burning,  and  given  to  Christ  as  a  pledge  of 
his  triumph,  and  the  first-fruits  of  a  glorious  harvest 
"While  others  mocked  and  reviled  him,  and  when  his 
chosen  disciples  stood  aloof,  the  dying  malefactor  re- 
lented— his  conscience  awoke — his  heart  was  touched  ; 
and,  amidst  the  ridicule,  and  the  execrations,  and 
the  blasphemies  of  that  awful  hour,  one  solitary  voice 
was  heard,  issuing  from  the  cross  beside  him,  which 
called  him  "  Lord,"  and  which  spake  of  his  "  king- 
dom "  in  accents  of  faith,  and  penitence,  and  prayer. 
And  how  must  that  voice  have  gladdened  the  Saviour's 
heart !  and  imparted. to  him,  in  the  midst  of  his  bit- 
terest agony,  a  foretaste  as  it  were  of  the  "  joy  that 
was  set  before  him," — exhibiting,  as  it  did,  a  proof  of 
the  efl&cacy  of  his  death,  the  faithfulness  of  Grod  s 
covenant  promise,  and  the  certainty  of  his  reward ! 
for  if,  even  now  on  the  cross,  and  before  his  work 
was  finished,  this  stricken  spirit  fled  to  him  for  refuge, 
and  was  quickened  into  spiritual  life  in  the  very  hour 
of  death, — was  it  not  a  sure  pledge  and  earnest,  that 
he  should  yet  bring  many  sons  and  daughters  to  glory, 
when,  being  by  God's  right  hand  exalted  to  the  throne, 
he  should  receive  the  promise  of  the  Father,  and  shed 
forth  the  Spirit  from  on  high  ? 

I.  In  reference  to  the  state  of  this  man's  mind 
before  the  time  of  his  conversion,  nothing  is  recorded 
that  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  he  had  ever 
thought  seriously  of  religion,  or  acquired  any  know- 
ledge of  the  Gospel,  until  he  was  brought  to  Calyaiy. 
He  is  described  as  a  malefactor,  and  more  specifically 
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as  a  ^^'^  or  robber — a  desperate  character — fearing 
neither  God  nor  man,  whose  crimes  exposed  him  to 
the  highest  penalties  of  the  law  ;  and  his  own  confes- 
sion admits  the  justice  of  the  sentence  under  which  he 
suffered — "  We  receive  the  due  reward  of  our  deeds." 
On  a  comparison  of  the  parallel  passages  in  the  Gos- 
pels of  Matthew  and  Mark,  it  would  seem  th^  at  first 
he  had  joined  with  the  other  malefactor  in  reviling 
the  Saviour ;  for,  in  the  one,  it  is  said,  "  The  thieves 
also  which  were  crucified  with  him,  cast  the  same  in 
his  teeth ;"  and,  in  the*  other,  "  They  that  were  cruci- 
fied with  him  reviled  him ;"— expressions  which  may, 
indeed,  be  interpreted,  generally,  as  descriptive  of 
Christ's  extreme  humiliation  in  being  subjected  to  re- 
proach from  such  a  quarter, — this  class  of  men  being 
spoken  of  as  partaking  in  the  crime  of  embittering  his 
last  moments,  just  as  the  soldiers  are  said  to  have  filled 
a  sponge  with  vinegar,  because  one  or  more  of  them 
did  so  ;  but  if  they  be  understood  as  applying  specifi- 
cally to  each  of  the  two,  they  are  sufficient  to  show 
that,  at  first,  the  one  who  was  converted  was  as  un- 
godly and  as  guilty  as  the  other. 

But  immediately  before  his  conversion,  and  prepa- 
ratory to  it,  a  change  seems  to  have  been  wrought  in 
the  state  of  his  mind, — a  change  which  consisted  in  a 
deep  conviction  of  sin,  and  a  just  sense  of  his  own 
demerit  on  account  of  it.  For  when  one  of  the  male  - 
factors  railed  on  Jesus,  the  other  answering  "  rebukcvl 
him,  sajring,  Dost  not  thou  fear  God,  seeing  that  thou 
art  in  the  same  condemnation  ?  And  we  indeed  justly ; 
for  we  receive  the  due  reward  of  our  deeds,"    TVi^ 


S64  ILLrSTRATITE  CASES. 

whole  process  was  so  suddenly  accomplished  in  this 
case,  tbai  it  is  difBculc  to  say  nhetber,  in  the  oideiof 
time,  the  convictions  which  are  expressed  in  thit  re- 
markable confession  preceded,  byanv  perceptible  inter- 
val, his  cordifd  reception  of  the  truth  ;  but  as,  in  tbe 
order  of  nature,  conviction  precedes  coaTeraion,  we 
may  cdtisider  it  as  part  of  his  experience,  while  M 
yet  he  was  in  a  state  of  tran^Cion  from  darioiett  to 
light.  The  words  of  his  confession  imply — that  tdi 
conscience,  which,  by  the  commission  of  crime,  might 
have  been  seared  as  with  a  hot  iron,  was  now  deeply 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  sin ;  and  it  wus  a  true  senn: 
of  sin, — not  the  mere  "  sorrow  of  the  world  which 
worketh  death;"  hut  godly  sorrow,  working  tovrards 
genuine  repentance  :  for,  although  the  condemnatioQ 
of  which  lie  speaks  might  be  the  temporal  sentence 
of  death,  pronounced  and  executed  by  his  fellow -men, 
his  language  shows,  that  he  viewed  his  guilt  with  re- 
forence  not  to  men  merely,  but  to  God  also — to  God, 
as  the  supreme  Lawgiver  and  the  final  Judge.  As  a 
resident  at  Jerusalem,  or  at  least  in  Judea,  the  seat 
of  true  religion,  he  had  probably  enjoyed  some  of  the 
advantages  of  early  religious  instruction,  and  had  been 
taught  some  of  the  elementary  truths  of  Scripluivj 
for  he  speaks  of  God,  the  only  living  and  true  God, 
whose  name  he  knew  and  feared,  although  be  had 
lived  in  the  violation  of  his  law.  The  tbou^tof 
God  us  a  Lawgiver  and  Judge  was  now  vividly  present 
to  his  mind  ;  and  the  concqition  of  God's  charactO; 
combined  with  the  inherent  power  of  conscience, 
which,  eveu  in  tlie  hreasls  of  the  most  depraved,  ii 
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neror  altogether  extingaished,  produced  that  conyic- 

tion  of  sin  which  is  invariably  accompanied  with  the 

fear  of  Gk>d,  and  of  a  judgment  to  come.     So  long  as 

€rod  can  he  kept  out  of  view,  there  may  be  a  secret 

consciousness  of  guilt,  without  any  sensible  alarm,  or 

apprehension  of  danger ;  and  hence  the  malefactor's 

question  to  his  hardened  fellow-sufferer — ''  Dost  thou 

not  fear  God  ?"  but  so  soon  as  God  is  present  to  the 

mind,  every  conscience  intuitively  connects  guilt  with 

danger,  and  awakens  fear  of  the  wrath  to  come,  for 

conscience  intuitively  points  to  God  as  a  Judge — to 

God  as  an  avenger. 

But,  in  the  case  before  us,  as  in  every  other,  where 
there  is  a  commencement  of  a  work  of  grace  in  the 
heart,  conviction  of  sin  was  accompanied,  not  only 
with  the  fear  of  danger,  but  with  such  a  sense  of  de- 
merit, as  led  to  the  acknowledgment,  that  punish- 
ment was  justly  deserved.     Tliis  is  not  always  implied 
in  the  mere  terrors  of  an  awakened  conscience,  and 
would  be  altogether  repudiated  by  a  conscience  still 
asleep.     The  malefactor  who  railed  at  Jesus  might 
not  be  able  to  deny  bis  guilt,  and  he  might  yield  him- 
self as  a  passive  and  unresisting  victim  to  the  arm  of 
pubUc  justice,  merely  because  he  could  not,  by  any 
resistance,  escape  from  the  punishment  of  his  crimes ; 
but  had  he  been  asked  to  acknowledge  that  he  justly 
merited  the  bitter  death  which  he  was  called  to  en- 
dure, he  would,  too  probably,  have  denied  that  he  was 
so  guilty  as  to  deserve  such  a  punishment,  and  com- 
plained of  the  hardship  and  severity  of  his  case.     In 
.  reference  to  God,  the  supreme  Judge,  and  the  lelfv'' 

s 
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butions  of  an  eternal  world,  he  seems  to  have  had  no 
fear ;  for  he  could  join,  even  at  that  solemn  hour,  and 
in  spite  of  his  own  sufferings,  in  the  insults  and  blas- 
phemies which  were  poured  out  on  the  meek  and 
lowly  Saviour  :  but  eyen  had  his  conscience  been  so 
&r  awakened,  as  to  impress  him  with  the  fear  of  God 
and  eternity,  he  might  still  have  been  utterly  destitute 
of  that  deep  sense  of  the  evil  nature  of  sin,  which  led 
his  fellow-sufferer  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  receiv- 
ing only  the  due  reward  of  his  deeds.  A  convinced 
sinner  may  tremble,  as  Felix  did,  when  he  heard  of 
temperance,  and  righteousness,  and  judgment  to  come; 
and  he  may  be  conscious  of  a  deep  horror  when  he 
hears  of  the  worm  that  shall  never  die,  and  the  fire 
that  cannot  be  quenched  :  yet  the  omniscient  eye 
of  Him  who  can  analyse  the  confused  emotions  of  a 
sinner  s  heart,  might  not  discern  there  any  one  ele- 
ment of  genuine  contrition ;  on  the  contrary.  He  might 
find  the  fear  of  wrath,  and  the  dread  of  hell,  com- 
bined with  an  invincible  spirit  of  opposition  to  God's 
authority, — an  undying  reluctance  to  condemn  his  own 
sin,  and  an  unyielding  determination  to  deny  the  rec- 
titude and  reasonableness  of  its  penalty.  And  when, 
therefore,  the  poor  malefactor  was  so  far  convinced  of 
his  sin,  as  not  only  to  be  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
his  danger,  but  also  with  a  sense  of  his  demerit,  and 
of  God's  justice,  we  see  the  commencement  of  a  gtesA 
change,  which  a£Pords  the  best  and  most  hopeful  symp- 
tom of  his  ultimate  and  entire  conversion. 

II.  While  he  was  thus  changed  so  as  to  have  become 
a  convinced  sinnei^he  wa&  not  yet  a  converted  man. 
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bat  his  conTersion  immediately  followed ;  and  it  will 

be  interestiiig  now  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 

Wbicb  accompanied,  and  the  means  which,  under 

God's  blessing,  effected  that  great  change.     It  was 

alike  great  and  sudden, — ^it  was  wrought,  like  the  con- 

Torsion  of  the  gaoler,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  and  yet . 

it  amounted  to  a  complete  revolution  in  all  his  views 

and  habits,  insomuch,  that  he  became  a  new  man, — and, 

bom  on  the  cross,  he  passed  into  heaven.    Now,  what 

was  there  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed, 

and  in  the  means  which  were  brought  to  bear  upon 

him,  that  could  account  for  so  great  a  change  ? 

If  we  place  ourselves  In  his  circumstances, — if,  by 
a  strong  mental  effort,  we  bring  ourselves  to  look  on 
&e  scene  which  he  saw,  and  to  realize,  by  the  eye  of 
&ith,  what  then  passed  before  the  eye  of  sense, — if, 
joining  the  crowd  which  thronged  the  judgment-hall 
of  Pilate,  we  listened  with  the  same  personal  interest 
which  the  poor  thief  must  have  felt,  when  Pilate  made 
the  proposal  to  release  one  or  other  of  the  condemned, 
— did  we  then  join  the  tumultuous  procession,  and 
follow  the  meek  sufferer,  as  he  slowly  walked  along 
with  the  thieves,  "followed  by  a  great  company  of 
people,  and  of  women,  who  lamented  and  bewailed 
him," — did  we  hear  the  words  of  warning  and  con- 
lolation  which  he  spake  to  the  daughters  of  Jerusa- 
1^ — did  we  stand  beside  him  on  the  hill,  when  the 
cross  which  Simon  was  honoured  to  bear  was  firmly 
planted  in  the  ground, — did  we  see  the  godlike  man 
carried  by  violence,  and  nailed  to  the  accursed  tree, — 
did  we  look  on  his  benignant  countenance,  and  Yifi\.^iv 
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to  his  awfid  words, — did  we  behold  the  sudden  dark- 
ening of  the  sky,  and  the  rending  of  the  rocks,  which 
gave  a  deep  impressiveness  to  the  scene ; — ^then,  with 
our  knowledge  of  the  personal  dignity  of  the  sufferer, 
the  causes,  design,  and  end  of  his  death,  and  the  fulness 
of  all  Gospel  truth,  which  is  embodied  in  his  cross, 
we  could  have  no  difficulty  in  conceiving  how  such  a 
scene,  so  witnessed  and  so  understood,  might  have 
converted  any  sinner  unto  God.  It  is,  indeed,  nothing 
else  than  a  spiritual- view  of  the  scene  then  witnessed 
on  Calvary  which  is  the  chief  means  of  every  con- 
version, the  cross  of  Christ  being  to  every  instructed 
disciple  the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God 
unto  salvation, — ^insomuch,  that  every  believer  will  say 
with  the  apostle,  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory, 
save  in  the  cross  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  Looking 
back  to  that  scene  with  the  eye  of  faith,  the  Christian 
derives  irom  it  all  his  sublimest  views,  and  his  holiest 
impressions  of  the  truth ;  he  delights  to  contemplate 
what  the  poor  malefactor  was  then  privileged  to  wit- 
ness ;  and  as  often  as  he  reviews  the  events  of  that 
awful  hour,  he  is  filled  with  awe  and  wonder,  with 
admiration,  and  gratitude,  and  joy. 

But  while  the  scene  at  Calvary  must  appear  to 
every  instructed  mind  the  most  solemnly  interesting 
and  the  most  profoundly  instructive  scene  which  was 
ever  witnessed  on  earth, — ^it  was  quite  possible  that, 
to  an  unenlightened  mind,  it  might  fail  to  impart  any 
spiritual  or  salutary  impression ;  and  we  are  to  put 
ourselves  into  the  place  of  this  poor  malefactor,  and 
inquire  what  were  the  meaiia  of  his  conversion,  when 
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it  is  dear  he  came  to  Calvary  in  a  state  of  great 
ignorance  and  guilt,  and  yet  was  suddenly  brought 
out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  light. 

We  have  already  seen  that  he  had  been  brought 
under  convictions  of  sin,  such  as  are  sufficient  to  show 
that,  depraved  and  guilty  as  he  had  been,  he  had  still 
a  conscience  in  his  breast,  and  some  notion,  however 
obscure  and  feeble,  of  God  as  a  Lawgiver,  Governor, 
and  Judge.  He  was  a  man — a  poor,  wretched,  and 
degraded  man ;  but  still  a  man,  and  therefore  a  fit 
and  capable  subject  of  conversion ;  and  partly  from 
the  light  of  nature,  which  is  never  altogether  extin- 
guished, and  partly  from  his  early  education  in  a 
country  where  the  knowledge  and  worship  of  the  true 
(jod  were  established,  he  had  acquired  the  knowledge 
of  some  elementary  truths,  such  as  the  being  and  pro- 
vidence of  God,  the  difference  betwixt  right  and  wrong, 
the  demerit  and  sure  punishment  of  sin,  which  was 
sufficient  to  awaken  remorse  and  apprehension,  but 
had  no  power  to  effect  his  conversion.  Real  conver- 
sion to  God  depends  on  the  knowledge  and  belief  of 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  :  how,  then,  was  this  poor 
malefactor  converted,  and  whence  did  he  derive  his 
acquaintance  with  that  truth  which  alone  maketh  wise 
unto  salvation  ?  Oh  !  it  is  deeply  interesting  to  mark 
how  a  heart  that  has  been  opened  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  awakened  to  earnest  and  serious  inquiry, 
will  pick  up  the  fragments  of  Gospel  truth  in  what- 
ever form  they  may  be  presented  to  it,  and  will  find 
nourishment  in  the  very  crumbs  which  fall  from  the 
Master  s  table  J  for,  in  the  case  before  \is,  ftiex^  ^^ 
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no  formal  discourse, — no  fviJl  disclosure  of  doctrine, — 
no  systematic  instruction ;  but  his  eye  was  opened  to 
.  observe,  and  bis  ear  to  hear,  and  his  heart  to  receive, 
the  truth  as  it  was  presented  incidentally  during  his 
progress  from  Pilate's  hall  to  the  hill  of  Calvary,  and 
exhibited  before  his  crucifixion  there  ;* — and  there  are 
just  three  sources  from  which  he  derived  those  simple 
lessons  which  sufficed  for  his  conversion : — 

The  first  was,  the  testimony  of  Christ* s  friends^ — 
not  only  the  testimony  of  Pilate,  who  declared  that 
^'  he  had  foimd  no  fault  in  him,"  but  that  of  many 
others  who  bore  witness  to  his  spotless  character,  and 
of  whom  it  is  said  (ver.  27),  that  "  there  followed  him 
a  great  company  of  people,  and  of  women,  which 
also  bewailed  and  lamented  him."  The  innocence  of 
Christ  was  thus  impressed  on  the  malefactor's  mind, 
and  is  pointedly  referred  to  in  his  confession, — ^^  We 
receive  the  due  reward  of  our  deeds,  but  this  man 
hath  done  nothing  amiss." 

The  second  was,  the  deportment  of  Christ — ^the 
meek  majesty  of  that  godlike  sufierer, — the  words  he 
uttered,  breathing  a  spirit  so  different  from  that  of 
this  world, — these  seem  to  have  deepened  the  impres- 
sion of  his  innocence  and  worth.  His  address  to  the 
daughters  of  Jerusalem,  so  solemn,  yet  so  tender ;  and 
still  more,  the  prayer  for  his  murderers — "  Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do ;" — that 
address,  and  this  prayer,  pronounced  at  such  an  hour, 
the  one  exhibiting  a  prophet's  faithfrilness,  the  other 
a  Saviour's  love,  and  both  breathing  a  spirit  of  meek 

*  See  an  adndraYAe  •eixaoxihi  Dt  li*Crie. 
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snbmission  to  GK>d's  will,  and  intimatiiig  the  guilt  of 
an,  the  certaintj  of  Aiture  judgment,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  forgiveness, — these  few  words,  uttered  in  such 
dicumstances,  might  reveal  to  the  poor  malefactor 
such  a  view  of  Christ  as  would  irresistibly  impress 
him  with  the  conviction  that  he  was  no  common  suf- 
fiera',  and  that  his  was  no  ordinary  death ;  and  con- 
strain him  to  believe  that  he  was  none  other  than  the 
Son  of  Grod,  and  the  Saviour  of  men, — ^the  Son  of 
God,  for  he  caUs  him  Father, — and  the  Saviour  of 
meOy  for  he  Sprayed  for  the  forgiveness  of  his  very 
murderers. 

But  there  was  a  third :  he  was  not  left  to  ponder  on 
the  scene  without  a  commentary,  and  that  commen- 
tary was  furnished  by  the  Saviour's  enemies^ — ^first  of 
all,  in  the  sneers  and  blasphemies  which  they  uttered ; 
and  secondly,  in  the  inscription  which  was  put  on  the 
cross.  They  meant  it  not ;  but  in  these  they  gave 
such  a  testimony  to  the  Saviour,  as  sufficed  for  the 
conversion  of  his  fellow-sufferer.  "  The  rulers,"  we 
read,  derided  him,  saying,  " He  saved  others**  Yes, 
he  saved  others ;  he  had  healed  the  sick,  and  given 
eyes  to  the  blind,  and  ears  to  the  deaf,  and  life  to  the 
dead ;  and  that  testimony  to  Christ's  miraculous  power 
sunk  deep  into  the  heart  of  the  dying  man  beside  him. 
But  who  was  this  to  whom  his  very  enemies  gave 
witness,  that  "  he  saved  others,"  or  what  did  he  pro- 
fess to  be  ?  This  also  the  dying  malefactor  learned 
from  their  lips :  '^  Let  him  save  himself  if  he  he  the 
Christy  the  chosen  of  God" — "  K  thou  be  the  king 
of  the  Jews,  save  thjself ;"  and  they  put  a  8U]^iscci^ 
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tion  over  him, — "  This  is  the  king  of  the  Jews." 
These  words,  used  in  ridicule  or  rancorous  hatred, 
conveyed  to  the  mind  of  the  malefactor  the  idea  of 
what  Christ  claimed  and  professed  to  he ;  and  when 
comhined  with  what  he  had  seen  and  heard, — with 
the  testimony  which  had  been  given  to  his  miraculous 
powers,  now  confirmed  by  the  preternatural  darkness 
of  the  sky,  and  the  rending  of  the  rocks, — with  what 
he  had  witnessed  of  his  godlike  bearing,  "  full  of 
grace  and  truth,*'  and  with  the  words  which  had  fallen 
from  his  hps, — they  carried  to  his  heart  the  con- 
viction that  the  illustrious  sufferer  was  indeed  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Christ,  the  Messiah  that  had  been  pro- 
mised to  the  fathers ;  that,  although  suspended  on  the 
cross,  he  was  the  king  ;  and  if  a  king,  then  he  had  a 
kingdom  ;  and  immediately  the  prayer  of  faith  broke 
from  his  quivering  lips,  "  Lord,  remember  me  when 
thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom." 

III.  If  we  now  consider  the  nature  of  the  great 
change  which  was  thus  suddenly  produced,  or  wherein 
it  properly  consisted,  and  the  results  which  flowed 
from  it,  we  shall  find  that  the  turning  point  of  his  con- 
version was  his  believing  that  Jesus  vjas  the  Christ, 
This  was  precisely  the  point  in  question,  both  with 
the  scornful  multitude  and  the  subdued  malefactor. 
They  doubted — ^he  believed.  They  required  another 
kind  of  evidence, — "  Let  him  come  down  from  the 
cross,  and  we  will  believe  on  him  :*'  he  did  not  come 
down  from  the  cross,  but  having  died  there,  he  arose 
from  the  dead,  and  their  unbelief  remained  ;  but  the 
dying  malefactor,  satisfied  with  the  evidence  already 
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giren,  saw  his  gloiy  through  the  veil  of  his  humilia- 
tion,  and,  emhraciDg  him  in  his  true  character  as  the 
Christ,  the  chosen  of  God,  he  helieved  to  the  saying 
of  his  soul. 

It  was  simply  hy  faith — and  hy  faith  in  the  simple 
truth,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ — that  this  man  passed 
from  death  unto  life ;  hut  here  was  great  faith  indeed. 
For  consider  the  circumstances  in  which  Christ  was 
then  placed.     He  was  in  the  lowest  depths  of  his 
humiliation, — in  the  extremest  hour  of  his  agony  on 
the  accursed  tree, — suffering  the  sentence  of  death  as 
a  puhlic  criminal, — surroimded  by  multitudes  who 
ndiculed  and  reviled  him, — forsaken  by  his  chosen 
disciples,  and  complaining  that  he  had  been  forsaken 
of  God  himself;  yet,  in  these  circumstances  of  humi- 
liation, and  sorrow,  and  shame,  the  dying  malefactor 
called  him  Lord^  and  spake  of  his  kingdom^  and  ad- 
dressed him  in  the  language  of  prayer  I  Yes  ;  when 
Jesus  was  slowly  dying  on  the  cross,  and  had  no  pros- 
pect of  life,  still  less  of  a  kingdom  on  earth,  the  poor 
malefactor  showed  at  once  the  greatness  of  his  faith, 
and  his  correct  apprehension  of  the  nature  of  Christ's 
kingdom,  by  uttering  a  prayer  which  implied  in  it  the 
hope  of  his  own  immortality,  and  of  a  spiritual  and 
eternal  kingdom  in  heaven.     Here  was  a  manifesta- 
tion of  feith  to  which  we  can  find  no  parallel  in  the 
Ustoiy  of  the  apostles  themselves.    They  called  him 
Lord  cfter  his  resurrection ;  but  this  man  calls  him 
liOrd  on  the  very  cross ; — they  spake  of  his  kingdom, 
W  doubtfully,  and  with  many  gross  earthly  anticipa- 
tions :  ^'  We  trusted  that  it  had  been  he  which  should 
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have  redeemed  Israel ;"  and,  "  Lord !  wilt  thou  at  this 
time  restore  the  kingdom  to  Israel  "  but  this  man 
speaks  of  his  kingdom  as  a  future  inheritance,  whose 
certainty  was  not  affected  by  his  shameful  and  ignomi- 
nious death.  And  believing  in  Christ  as  the  Lord's 
Anointed  —  the  Messiah  which  had  been  promised 
unto  the  fathers,  he  embraced  him  as  his  own  Saviour, 
— encouraged,  doubtless,  by  the  grace  which  he  had  ■ 
witnessed,  and  by  that  most  merciful  prayer  for  his 
murderers,  he  felt  that  he  could  confide  anj.  trust  in 
such  a  fidend ;  and  therefore  he  addressed  him  in  the 
language  of  believing  prayer — "  Lord,  remember  me 
when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom." 

This  prayer  is  alike  touching  from  its  simplidty, 
and  remarkable  for  its  comprehensive  brevity.  He 
seemed  to  ask  little,  yet  he  asked  every  thing  that  was 
necessary  for  his  everlasting  welfare  :  "  Lord,  remem- 
ber me,"  was  his  simple  and  modest  request ;  but  it 
included  much, — it  cast  him  on  the  Saviour's  care, — ^it 
put  his  soul  into  the  Saviour's  hands, — ^it  expressed 
his  £aith,  his  dependence,  his  desire,  his  hope ;  as  if 
he  had  said,  I  am  a  poor  dying  sinner :  thou  art  a 
king  going  to  thy  kingdom, — thou  canst  save  me.  I 
leave  myself  in  thy  hands ;  I  lean  on  thy  love ;  Lord ! 
remember  me ! 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  did  not  admit  of  that 
full  exhibition  of  the  practical  fruits  of  conversion 
which  adorn  the  life  and  conversation  of  every  true 
behever ;  for  he  was  converted  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
and  was  no  sooner  converted  than  he  died  and  enter- 
ed into  gloTj.    "We  have,  however,  even  in  this  brief 
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namtiye,  some  precious  indications  of  the  great  moral 
diaiige  which  had  heen  wrought  on  his  mind  and 
lieart.  He  evinced  a  true  sense  of  sin,  a  thorough 
OQnriction  of  its  demerit,  a  just  apprehension  of  the 
punishment  that  was  due  to  it ;  an  awful  fear  of  God, 
a  livelj  trust  and  confidence  in  the  Saviour,  a  serious 
dMNi^tfiilness  in  regard  to  the  future,  a  disposition 
to  pray,  and  a  new-horn  hut  honest  zeal  for  righte- 
ousness and  truth,  which  prompted  him  to  rehuke  his 
^ow-sufiferer  in  these  remarkable  words, — '^  Dost 
ihsm  not  fear  God,  seeing  that  thou  art  in  the  same 
oondenmation ;  and  we  indeed  justly,  for  we  receive 
the  due  reward  of  our  deeds ;"  and  these  new  principles 
and  feelings  would  no  doubt  have  evinced  their  power, 
bj  altering  all  his  habits  and  his  whole  course  of  life, 
liad  life  been  prolonged.  It  is  true,  that  in  many 
cases,  serious  thoughts  of  God,  and  judgment,  and 
eternity,  are  often  awakened  in  the  souls  of  uncon- 
verted men,  when  they  have  the  near  prospect  of 
death,  and  that,  in  many  cases,  when  health  is  restor- 
ed and  life  prolonged,  they  "  vanish  like  the  morning 
doud  and  the  early  dew."  So  that  in  the  case  of 
most  late  conversions,  there  is  a  painful  feeling  of 
doubt  as  to  the  genuineness  and  stability  of  those 
good  resolutions  which  are  awakened  in  the  mere 
prospect  of  death,  such  as  must  prevent  any  very 
certain  deliverance  on  the  actual  state  and  eternal 
prospects  of  such  as  are  not  spared  to  verify  their  pro- 
Feanon  by  a  consistent  Christian  life.  But  in  the  in- 
stance before  us  there  is  no  room  for  doubt ;  we  have 
the  in£allible  testimony  o£  Christ  himself  aealing  t\^ 
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man's  conyersion,  and  assuring  him  of  eternal  glor^r* 
The  grand  result  of  the  change  that  was  wrought    | 
upon  him  on  the  cross,  is  declared  in  these  words,—    i 
"  Verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  this  day  shalt  thou  be  wiih 
me  in  paradise."     No  sooner  was  the  prayer  uttered, 
than  the  promise  was  gi^en ;  and  that  promise  was  to 
he  immediately  fulfilled.     The  Lord  gives  more  than 
was  asked :  the  malefactor's  request  was,  "  Lord,  re- 
member me !"  but  the  answer  far  exceeded  the  de- 
mand ;  it  spake  to  him  of  paradise,  and  of  Christ's 
presence  there,  and  of  his  admission  that  very  day. 
What  a  sudden  transition — ^what  a  glorious  change ! 
A  malefactor  condemned  for  his  crimes  to  die, — ^led 
to  Calvary  that  he  might  be  nailed  to  a  cross, — con- 
verted there  as  he  hung  between  life  and  death,  on 
the  brink  of  eternity, — and  on  the  self-same  day  horn 
again,  justified,  adopted,  saved ;  translated  from  earth 
to  heaven — from  Calvary  to  Paradise — from  a  cross  of 
shame  to  a  throne  of  glory ! 

On  a  review  of  the  interesting  narrative  to  which 
our  attention  has  been  directed,  we  may  derive  from 
it  many  instructive  lessons  which  are  applicable  to  all 
sinners  at  the  present  day. 

1 .  It  exhibits  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  Savioru^s 
power.  That  this  malefactor  was  a  great  sinner,  only 
serves  to  show  that  He  by  whom  he  was  delivered 
was  a  great  Saviour ; — ^that  he  had  reached  the  ex- 
treme point  of  guilt,  and  the  very  end  of  life,  only 
serves  to  make  it  clear  that  "  Christ  is  able  to  save 
unto  the  uttermost."  The  power  of  Christ  to  subdue 
the  most  hardened  sixxnei^  and  his  power  to  cancel  the 
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jBiOBt  aggravated  guilt,  and  liis  power  to  open  the  gate 
of  heaven,  and  secure  our  admission  there, — all  this  is 
evinced  with  undeniable  certainty  by  the  fact,  that 
even  in  the  lowest  depths  of  his  humiliation,  before 
his  work  was  finished,  or  his  reward  secured,  he 
Boatched  this  brand  from  the  burning,  and  rescued 
iSkds  captive  from  the  power  of  Satan,  and  carried  him 
as  a  trophy  from  the  cross,  when  he  entered  within 
^e  veil.  And  oh !  if  such  was  Christ's  power  then, 
wbo  should  now  despair,  who  knows  that  Jesus, — then 
on  the  cross,  is  now  upon  the  throne, — exalted  as  a 
Prince  and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  remission 
of  sins. 

2.  It  exhibits  a  precious  proof  of  the  perfect  free- 
ness  of  His  grace.  Loaded  with  crime,  and  standing 
on  the  very  verge  of  an  eternal  world,  what  could 
have  been  of  any  avail  to  this  poor  sinner  but  grace^ 
and  grace  that  was  perfectly  free.  Righteousness  he 
had  none;  good  works  he  had  none;  he  was  self- 
convicted  and  self-condemned ;  and  he  had  nothing 
before  him  but  the  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judg- 
ment, unless  God  had  grace,  and  that  grace  were 
free.  But  when  he  heard  the  Saviour  pray  for  his 
murderers — when  he  heard  him  pray  for  their  for- 
giveness, the  idea  oifree  grace  to  pardon  sin  seems  to 
have  entered  into  his  inmost  soul,  and  he  ventured  to 
ask  that  the  Lord  would  remember  him ;  and  imme- 
diately, such  was  the  grace  of  Christ,  he  required  no 
previous  qualifications,  demanded  no  acquired  merit, 
imposed  no  conditions,  made  no  stipulations  of  any 
kind ;  but  gave  him  at  once  an  answer  in  peace,  and 
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a  ftill  and  irreversible  promise  of  admission  into  glorj, 
— and  this,  too,  while  he  was  in  such  agony  as  might 
have  been  expected  to  concentrate  all  his  care  upon 
himself;  yet  even  then  he  had  room  in  his  heart  fw 
the  sorrows  of  this  poor  sinner. 

3.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  in  the  Bible  this  is  a 
solitary  example  of  a  man  being  converted  at  the  hour  . 
of  death;  there  being  one  such  instance  that  none  \ 
may  despair^  and  only  one,  that  none  may  presume,   > 
Presumption  and  despair  are  the  two  great  rocks  on   j 
which  we  are  ever  in  danger  of  making  shipwreck;   i 
and  this  narrative  may  well  serve  to  guard  us  against   ' 
both.     Against  despair^^-^foi  why  should  any  mat 
despair  who  reads  of  the  thief  who  was  converted  oa    - 
the  cross;  and  against  presumption, — ^for  who  dare 
presume  when  he  reads  that  there  was  another  thirf    - 
on  another  cross,  who  died  unconverted  there  ?    The 
hoariest  sinner  that  lives  may  be  encouraged  by  the 
one,  but  the  boldest  sinner  may  be  deterred  by  the 
other.     "  The  one  was  taken  and  the  other  left." 

4.  We  learn  from  this  narrative  how  little  of  God's 
truth  may  serve  for  conversion,  if  it  be  suitabi/ 
improved  by  the  hearer,  and  savingly  applied  by  the 
Spirit.  The  penitent  on  the  cross  was  saved  by  means 
of  mere  fragments  of  truth,  and  these  presented  to  him 
in  the  blasphemies  of  Christ's  accusers  and  the  inscrip- 
tion on  his  cross.  This  is  a  delightful  thought,  when 
it  is  viewed  in  connection  with  the  case  of  the  poor 
and  ignorant,  and  of  others  who  live  under  a  dark  or 
defective  dispensation  of  truth ;  but  it  is  unutterably 
solenuiy  when  viewed  in  connection  with  our  own 
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ae ;  for  how  shall  we  escape  if  we  die  unconverted, 
fcer  the  light  we  have  received — the  many  sermons 
B  have  heard — ^the  much  truth  which  we  have 
^hted  and  despised ! 

5.  We  learn,  that  on  tfa^  instant  of  his  conversion, 
sinner  acquires  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 
ild  of  Grod,  and  that,  if  he  die  immediately  there- 
fcer,  he  will  immediately  pass  into  glory.  No  sooner 
•IS  this  malefactor  converted,  than  he  was  assured  by 
e  Lord  himself,  that  on  the  self-same  day  he  should 
!  with  him  in  paradise.  Had  he  lived  on  earth,  he 
ould  have  been  capable  of  growth  and  increase  in 
ace ;  but  the  new  creature,  although  but  as  a  new- 
^m  babe,  is  entire  in  all  its  members,  and  capable  of 
Ltering  into  the  kingdom,  however  short  its  earthly 
an. 


280  ILLUSTRATIVE  CASES. 


CHAPTER  III. 


PAUL. 
Acts  ix.  1-22. 

This  case  of  conversion  is,  in  many  respects,  the  most 
remarkable  of  all  the  examples  which  the  Spirit  (vf 
God  has  recorded  for  the  instruction  of  the  Church. 
Saul  of  Tarsus,  the  Jewish  persecutor,  was  suddenly 
converted  into  Paul,  the  Christian  philanthropist,  the 
zealous  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  And  whether  we 
consider  the  masculine  talents,  the  education,  the 
learning,  the  morals  of  the  man  ;  or  the  suddenness 
and  magnitude  of  the  change  which  was  wrought 
upon  him ;  or  the  rich  and  varied  fruits  of  personal 
holiness,  and  public  usefulness  which  sprung  from  it, 
— we  shall  discover  ample  reason  for  regarding  him 
as  one  of  the  most  signal  monuments  of  the  riches 
and  the  efficacy  of  divine  grace.  It  is  peculiarly  for- 
tunate, too,  that,  in  this  instance,  our  materials  are  so 
abundant,  that  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  forming  a 
correct  conception,  both  of  his  state  of  mind  before  his 
conversion,  and  of  his  experience  afterwards ;  for  not 
only  have  we  three  distinct  accounts  of  his  conversion 


PAUL.  281 

in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  (Acts  ix.  1-22  ;  xxii.  9 ; 
]Kxvi.  4-9),  but  several  instructive  references  to  it  in 
some  of  his  epistles  (as  Gal.  i.  13;  1  Cor.  xv.  9); 
while  every  part  of  his  writings  teems  with  illustra- 
tions of  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  that  great  spiri- 
tual change,  by  which  the  persecutor  became  a  preacher 
of  the  faith  he  had  despised. 

I.  In  reference  to  the  state  of  his  mind  before  his 
conversion,  we  derive  much  interesting  information 
from  various  parts  of  his  writings.  It  is  evident,  I 
think,  that,  in  point  of'  intellectual  culture  and  at- 
tainment^ as  well  as  natural  vigour  and  energy  of 
mind,  he  was  superior,  not  only  to  most  of  the  primi- 
tive converts,  but  to  all  his  fellow-apostles.  It  appears 
that,  from  his  infancy,  he  had  shared  in  the  rich  ad- 
vantages of  a  liberal  education  ;  and  that,  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  years,  he  was  introduced  to  lettered  and 
cultivated  society,  which  his  capacious  mind  was  qua* 
lified  at  once  to  appreciate  and  to  improve.  In  a 
notice  which  is  incidentally  given  of  his  early  life,  we 
read  that  he  was  bom  in  Tarsus,  the  chief  city  of 
Cilicia,  a  capitol  long  distinguished  for  a  University, 
where  Grecian  learning  was  taught  with  eminent  suc- 
cess. Whether  he  attended  that  University  or  not  is 
uncertain ;  but,  from  the  frequent  and  appropriate  quo- 
tations which  he  makes  in  several  of  his  speeches  and 
epistles  from  the  poets  and  philosophers  of  Greece, 
it  is  certain  that  there,  or  elsewhere,  he  had  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  polite  literature,  and  a  taste  for  the 
pursuits  of  learning.  He  could  speak  to  the  poHshed 
Athenians,  on  Mars'  hill,  in  their  own  exquisite  tongue. 

T 
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(Acts  xvii.  22.)    During  his  abode  at  Tarsus,  indeed, 
he  had,  in  part,  followed  the  occupation  of  his  father, 
as  a  tent-maker^ — for  it  was  the  custom  of  good  fami- 
lies among  the  Jews  to  bring  up  their  children  to  a 
trade,  even  though  they  should  be  destined  to  the 
more  liberal  pursuits  of  learning  ;  and  the  advantage 
of  this  early  training  was  afterwards  exemplified  in 
the  experience  of  this  remarkable  man.     "We  find 
that,  while  he  was  yet  young,  he  left  Tarsus,  and  re- 
paired to  Jerusalem,  t^  chief  seat  at  once  of  Jewish 
learning  and  religion, — probably  with  the  view  of 
pursuing  his  scriptural  studies,  and  qualifying  himself 
for  the  sacred  office  of  scribe,  or  doctor  of  the  law ; 
and  he  there  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  studying  under 
Gamaliel,  who  is  described  ""as  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  doctor  of  the  law,  had  in  reputation  among 
all  the  people."     He  had  enjoyed,  then,  the  best  op- 
portunities which  his  age  aflForded,  for  becoming  ac- 
quainted both  with  Greek  and  Jewish  literature ; — 
and  that  he  had  genius  to  relish,  and  industry  to 
profit  by  these  advantages,  appears  from  his  wonder- 
ful writings  and  labours  in  after-life,  as  well  as  from 
his  own  testimony — "  I  am  verily  a  Jew,  bom  in 
Tarsus,  a  city  of  Cilicia,  yet  brought  up  in  this  city 
at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and  taught  according  to  the 
perfect  manner  of  the  law  of  the  fathers," — "  And  I 
profited  in  the  Jews'  religion  above  many  my  equals," 
or  contemporaries,  "  in  mine  own  nation." 

In  respect,  again,  to  his  religious  opinions  and 
moral  habits^  it  is  clear  that  he  was  by  conviction,  as 
well  as  in  profession,  a  Jew — ^holding  the  faith  of  the 


PAUL.  283 

Old  Testament,  and  observing  the  worship  of  the  one 
Hying  and  true  God,  in  opposition  to  all  the  false,  but 
seductiye  forms  of  polytheistic  superstition,  which 
prevailed  among  the  other  nations,  and  which  had 
been  adorned  with  all  the  attractions  of  poetry,  and 
painting,  and  sculpture,  by  the  genius  of  Greece  and 
Rome ; — and  not  a  Jew  only,  but  a  Pharisee — a 
strict  professor  of  the  Jewish  faith — maintaining,  in 
opposition  to  the  Sadducees,  who  were,  both  in  their 
principles  and  habits,  the  libertines  of  the  age,  those 
grand  doctrines  which  they  had  discarded, — such  as 
the  immortaUty  of  the  soul,  the  resurrection  of  the 
body,  and  the  certainty  of  a  judgment  to  come ;  and 
exhibiting,  in  his  outward  deportment,  a  fair,  and 
even  a  strict  example,  both  of  ceremonial  observance 
and  of  civil  virtue.  His  own  account  of  his  early  life 
shows  that  he  was  never,  either  in  his  own  estimation, 
or  in  that  of  his  fellow-men,  irreligious  or  immoral ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  says,  "  My  manner  of  life  from  my 
youth,  which  was  at  the  first  among  my  o^vIl  nation 
at  Jerusalem,  know  all  the  Jews  ;  who  knew  me  from 
the  beginning,  if  they  would  testify,  that  after  the 
most  straitest  sect  of  our  religion^  I  lived  a  Phari- 
see." (Acts  xxvi.  4.)  "  And  I  profited  in  the  Jews' 
religion  above  many  mine  equals  in  mine  own  nation, 
being  more  exceedingly  zealous  of  the  traditions  of 
my  fathers."  (Gal.  i.  1 4.)  "  Though  I  might  also 
have  confidence  in  the  flesh.  If  any  other  man 
thinketh  that  he  hath  whereof  he  might  trust  in  the 
flesh,  I  more :  circumcised  the  eighth  day,  of  the 
stock  of  Israel^  of  the  tribe  oi  Benjamin,  an  lle\5te;\N 
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iif  the  Hebrews ;  as  touching  the  law,  a  Pharisee ;  oon' 
cerning  zeal,  persecuting  the  Church  ;  toudiing  tlut 
righteousuess  which  is  in  the  law,  blameless."  (Phil, 
iti.  4.)  Such  ia  the  account  which  he  gives  us  ofhi) 
character  before  his  conversion, — an  account  whicli 
may,  at  first  sight,  appear  to  be  incoDNstcnt  with 
those  humhling  confessions,  and  those  deep  penJtculinl 
feelings  which  he  uttered  in  other  parts  of  his  wiil- 
ings,  where  he  speaks  of  liimself  as  "  less  than  tie 
least  of  aJl  saints,"  and  as  the  very  "chief  of  einncB;" 
but,  on  fiirther  reflection,  these  espresnons,  nfaeo 
compared  together,  will  only  serve  to  show  that  ibe 
fairest  exterior  may  conceal  an  unsanctified  heart ; 
and  that  a  correct  creed,  and  a  moral  life,  may  wefl 
eonsist  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  regeneration. 
is  not  said  that  he  was  any  thing  more  than  a  Pbaii- 
see  ;  and  our  Lord  himself  declared  to  his  disciple^ 
"  Eicept  yom  righteousness  exceed  the  righteousnea 
of  the  Smhes  and  Pharisees,  ye  shall  in  nowise 
into  the  kingdom  of  God."  lie  knew  the  law  in  to 
letter,  and  yet  was  ignorant  of  its  spirit  anrf  potnrt 
for,  at  a  subsequent  period,  he  made  this  ackiiowled^ 
meat — "  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once  ;  but  when 
the  commandment  came,  sin  reyived,  and  I  died.' 
By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin  ;  but  it  is  by  the 
law  spiritually  understood;  and  hence  he  was  desti- 
tute of  any  true  sense  of  sin,  till  he  was  imprewed 
with  the  spirituality  of  the  law.  "  I  had  not  knomi 
sin,  untesa  the  law  had  said,  Thou  ahalt  not  corel.' 
In  this  stale  of  mind  he  was  neither  more  nur  ItM 
lliiin  a  zealous  formalist, — resting  in  the  correctiMi 
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of  his  creed,  and  the  decency  of  his  bfe,  and  the  strict- 
ness of  his  religious  obserranees, — while  his  hemt  was 
far  from  being  righl  with  God  ;  and  shared  largely 
in  the  character  which  is  ascribed  to  the  sect  to  which 
he  belonged,  when  it  is  said  of  them,  that  "  they 
trusted  in  themselves  that  they  wore  righteous,  and 
despised  others." 

In  respect,  again,  to  Aw  vieios  of  Christ  anH  the 
Gospel,  he  was  not  only  an  unbeliever,  but  a  violent 
peraeculor  of  the  Christian  Church.  Here  is  a 
melancholy  combinatiou  of  apparently  opposite  and 
incompatible  qualities  of  character :  a  learned,  reli- 
^0U9,  moral,  and  self-righteous  man,  erincing  a  dis- 
position to  oppress  and  eiterniinate  the  followers  of 
the  meek  and  lowiy  Jesus.  We  read  that,  at  Stephen's 
jnartyrdom,  "  the  witnesses  laid  down  their  dothes 
at  a  young  man's  feet,  whose  name  was  Saul ;'  and 
"  that  Saul  was  consenting  unto  his  death."  And 
during  the  great  persecution  which  followed,  it  is  said, 
"  As  for  Saul,  he  made  havock  of  the  Church,  entering 
info  every  house,  and  haling  men  and  women,  com- 
mitted them  to  prison."  Nay,  not  content  with  this, 
his  zeal  urged  him  to  proceed  farther :  "  And  Saul, 
yet  hreafhing  out  threatenings  and  slaughter  against 
the  disciples  of  the  Lord,  went  unto  the  high  priest, 
and  desired  of  him  letters  to  Damascus  to  the  syna- 
gogues, that  if  he  found  any  of  this  way,  whetherthey 
were  men  or  women,  he  might  bring  them  bound  unto 
Jerusalem."  On  this  subject,  he  oflen  expressed,  after 
iuA  i:onvcrsion,the  deepest  androost  penitential  sorrow; 
^Kd  it  is  clear  that  herein  he  acted  in  opposition  to  the 


286  ILLOSTRATn'E  CASES, 

advice  of  hia  great  master,  Gamaliel,  Acts  t.  3+:  yrt 
1  apprehend  that  we  are  not  entitled  to  regard  it  lu  s 
proof^  either  that  he  was  naturally  tTuel  in  Iiis  dispo- 
sition, or  insincere  in  the  profession  of  liia  former  faith. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  persecution  for  conscience'  sike 
can.  La  no  case,  he  defended, — and  this  was  afterward* 
acknowledged  by  the  aposde  himself;  but  then  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  that  the  principle  of  tolem- 
tion  was  not  recognised  in  the  age  in  which  he  lireJ. 
and  never  exempUfied — whatever  may  Le  said  of  the 
"mild  spirit  of  Paganism"" — where  there  was  any 
thing  that  opposed,  and  would  not  coalesce  with  it* 
polytheism.  We  are  too  apt,  in  judging  of  PnufB 
conduct  to  the  primitive  Christians,  to  carry  with  ni 
all  our  modem  ideas  of  liberality  and  mutual  tolera' 
tion,  and,  by  applying  these  to  hia  case,  to  draw  froio 
it  a  very  harsh  and  injurious  reflection  against  hi) 
character.  But  it  is  a  well-known  historical  fa^t,  thai 
some  of  the  most  violent  persecutors  of  the  Chuwl 
have  been,  in  their  private  character,  not  only  devo«idj 
attached  to  their  own  religion,  but  tenderly  affccdoD- 
ate  to  tbeir  friends :  sucli,  for  example,  waa  Mamu 
Aurelius,  in  Ancient  Rome ;  and  Charles  ihe  FuM. 
and  Sir  Thomas  More,  in  our  oivn  country.  Tbrt 
resembled  the  "  devout  and  honourable  women,"  rf 
whom  we  read  in  the  Acts,  "  that  they  were  stimd 
up,  with  the  chief  men  of  the  city,  to  raise  peraecntMi 
ngainst  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  expelled  them  out  of 
their  coasts."  It  was  zeal,  blended  with  deplomU* 
ignorance,  rather  than  any  ferocious  or  savage  £tf^ 


aitioo,  which  in  these,  and  similar  cases,  led  to  perse- 
cutioa;  and,  considering  tlie  tenderness  of  lieart,  and 
warmth  of  affection,  which  were  subsequently  mani- 
fested hj  Ibe  apostle  of  the  Oentiles,  I  cauoot  help 
believing  that  it  was  the  perfect  sincerity  of  bis  attach- 
ment to  the  law  of  Moses  which  prompted  him  to 
oppose  what  he  then  conceived  to  be  an  impious  in- 
noration,  and  tliat  it  was  his  very  zeal  for  what  he 
thought  Cn  be  the  cause  of  God,  whieh  stirred  him 
up  to  persecute  what  he  no  doubt  belicTed  to  he  a 
dangerous  heresy.  In  most  cases  of  controversy,  and 
especially  in  those  in  which  controversy  ends  in  perse- 
cution, it  ivill  generally  he  found,  that  there  is  at  least 
aa  iTnage  of  right  and  justice  for  which  each  party 
contends  ;  and  that  zeat  for  ivhat  they  conceive  to  be 
truth,  and  justice,  gives  them  a  conscioufiuess  of  sin- 
cerity even  in  an  unholy  cause.  "We  might  find  many 
illustrations  of  this  remark  in  the  controversies  ot 
modem  times.  But,  in  the  case  before  us,  I  think 
it  is  clear  that  Saul  had  "  a  zeal  for  God,  but  not 
according  to  knowledge,"  —  that  he  was  ignorantly 
opposing  the  same  authority  which  he  professed  to 
revere, — that  the  very  sincerity  of  his  attachment  to 
the  traditions  of  his  fathers  made  him  unapt  to  enter- 
tain the  thought,  tliat,  in  persecuting  the  followers  of 
Christ,  he  might  probably  be  found  to  fight  against 
Gfod, — for  such  is  the  account  which  he  gave  of  his 
present  state  of  mind  after  his  conversion,  when,  pene- 
trated with  a  conviction  of  hia  guilt,  and  deeply  hum- 
bled on  account  of  it,  he  could  still  say,  "  I  verily 
lought  that  I  ought " — a  false  sense  of  duty  is  clearly 
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implied — "  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ;  and  many  of  the  saints  did  1 
shut  up  in  prison,  haring  received  authority  of  the 
chief  priests ;  and  when  they  were  put  to  death,  I 
gave  my  voice  against  them.  And  I  punished  then 
oft  in  every  synagogue,  and  compelled  them  to  bis*- 
pheme  ;  and  being  exceedingly  mad  against  tbem,  I 
persecuted  them  even  unto  strange  cities."  (Actsiiri. 
9.)  And  again,  "  I  was  before  a  blasphemer,  and  B 
persecutor,  and  injurious  ;  but  I  obtained  mercy,  be- 
cause I  did  it  ignorantiy,  and  in  unbelief."  (I  lin. 
i.  13.) 

Such  seems  to  have  been  the  character  of  ^nl; 
and  there  is  enough  in  it,  both  to  account  for  hi> 
opposition  to  the  Gospel,  and  to  show  that  he  needed, 
not  less  than  the  reckless  gaoler  at  Philippi,  or  it* 
poor  malefactor  oil  (he  cross,  to  undergo  a  great  apiriltal 
change  before  he  could  enter  into  the  kingdom,  Bb 
character  was,  indeed,  so  respeclable,  that  some,  look- 
ing on]y  to  the  fair  exterior,  may  be  at  a  loss  to  dis- 
cover in  this  learned,  religious,  moral,  and  se!f-ri^- 
teous  man,  any  thing  else  than  liis  violent  opposittoB 
to  the  Gospel,  in  persecuting  its  first  professore,  thnt 
called  for  any  change ;  but,  on  deeper  reflection,  thej 
will  find  cause  to  believe,  that  his  vehemeiit  swal  "ta 
breathing  out  threalenings  and  slaughter  against  (ht 
disciples  of  the  Jjord,"  if  it  did  not  necessarily  imp^a 
cruel  and  bloodthirsty  disposition,  did  at  least  indicoM 
a  frame  of  mind  in  all  respects  opposed  to  the  Kfinr 
tual  and  benign  genius  of  the  Gospel, — and  that  it  b 
to  be  regarded  as  the  natuial  fruit,  and  Ibp  outmni 
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manifestation,  of  a  rancorous  ayereioii  to  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus.  It  showed  that,  in  his  heart,  he  was 
an  enemy  to  Christ  and  lits  causo ;  and  there  was 
enough  of  enmity  in  his  hoaom  to  render  regeneration 
absolutely  needful,  as  nell  as  to  account  for  his  zeal 
in  tlie  work  of  perseL-ution.  Lciirued  as  lie  was,  his 
very  learuiag  made  him  look  down  with  contempt 
and  scorn  on  the  illiterate  fishermen,  who  had  ap- 
peared in  opposition  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Scribes 
and  Pharisees ; — religious  as  he  was,  his  very  religion 
prompted  Lim  to  oppose  a  system  of  doctrine  at  vari- 
ance witii  all  his  preconceived  opinions ; — moral  as  he 
was,  his  very  morality  fostered  a  spirit  of  self-righteona 
confidence,  which  rendered  the  humbling  doctrine  of 
the  Cross  utterly  offensive  to  iiini ; — and  patriotic  as 
he  was— so  patriotic,  that  his  heart  seems  to  swell 
when  he  speaks  of  "  the  Israelites,  to  whom  pertained 
tiie  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and 
the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and 
Idle  promises," — his  personal  convictions,  his  national 
pride,  and  his  party  spirit — all  combined  to  exaspe- 
rate his  hatred,  and  excite  his  contempt,  for  those  who 
represented  Je^us  of  Nazareth  as  the  Messisih  that 
bad  been  promised  to  the  fathers — the  Messiah  whom 
he,  like  most  of  his  countrymen,  probably  expected  as 
a  temporal  prince,  to  deliver  them  from  the  Roman 
yoke,  and  estahlisli  a  powerful  monarchy  in  Judea ; 
and  hence,  when  Jesus  appeared,  clniraing  this  august 
character,  he  might  conceive  that  he  was  justly  con- 
demned, and  that  his  followers  might  also  be  put  to 
iS  deceivers  of  the  people.     In  tliose  very  fea- 
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tures  of  his  character,  then,  which,  al  first  sight,  seem 
the  most  amiable,  and  the  least  likely  to  lead  to  flQch 
i  result,  we  find  the  rery  strength  and  source  of  lu* 
opposition  to  the  Gospel, — ^just  as,  in  modem  time*, 
le  are  more  bitter  and  inveterate  against  the  doc- 
les  of  free  grace  and  a  life  of  spiritual  religion, 
than  those  moral,  decent,  and  self-righteous  men,  who 
lave  a  form,  while  they  deny  the  power  of  godlmeai 
But  I  apprehend  that  Saul's  Tiolent  opposition  (0 
the  truth  is  to  be  ascribed  in  no  small  measure  to  cer- 
tain conTictions  which  had  been  awakened  is  his  con- 
science by  what  he  Lad  seen  and  heard  of  the  Gospd 
and  the  conduct  of  its  professors, — conrivtioni  nhkk 
were  not  effectual  to  subdue,  but  were  abundaiidf 
sufficient  to  stir  up  and  exasperate  his  enmity.  It 
does  not  appear  that  he  had  been  present  at  the  cnia- 
fision  of  Christ ;  but  he  was  present  as  an  interetl«d 
and  active  spectator  at  the  death  of  Stephen,  the  fii# 
martyr  for  the  truth, — he  had  heard  his  sublime  dit- 
course,  and  looked  on  his  countenance  when  "  his  &n 
seemed  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel," — and  wit- 
nessed his  triumphant  death,  when  he  fell  asleep,  ■/- 
ing,  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive  ray  spirit," — and,  "  Lord,!*} 
not  this  sin  to  their  charge  ; "  and  on  a  miud  like  VvSt 
such  a  scene  must  have  made  some  iuipres^on:  if  ll 
did  not  disarm  and  subdue,  it  would  excite  and  tss»- 
perate.  It  might,  and  probably  it  did  awaken  nW 
inward  misgiving — some  secret  suspicion  that  postiUf 
there  might  be  truth  in  that  Gospel  which  St^bea 
sealed  with  his  blood  ;  and  some  feeling  of  uneasine^ 
amounting  even  to  pain ;  for  such  is  often  the  effert 


.wakened  in  the  conscience  of  unbeliev- 
ing men,  as  is  remarkably  evinced  when  it  is  said  of 
those  who  sarrounded  Stephen  on  that  memorable 
occasion,  "When  they  heard  these  things,  they  were 
cut  to  the  heart,  and  gnashed  onhimwitti  their  teeth;" 
and  again,  of  those  who  listened  to  the  faithful  tes- 
timony of  Peter  and  the  other  apostles,  "  When  they 
heard  that,  they  wore  cut  to  the  heart,  and  took  coun- 
sel to  slay  them."  The  arrow  of  conviction,  where  it 
fiuls  to  bring  the  sinner  bleeding  to  Christ,  saying, 
"  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  seldom  fails  to  exas- 
perate his  natural  enmity,  so  as  to  rouse  his  violent 
opposition  to  Christ  and  his  cause;  insomuch  that 
when  at  any  time  we  see  a  man  breathing  out  vio- 
lence and  tlireatenings  t^ainst  the  ministers  or  people 
of  God,  we  are  ready  to  think  that  at  one  time  that 
sinner  must  have  hud  an  arrow  sticking  fast  in  his 
conscience,  and  that  he  is  uneasy,  and  restless,  and 
wretched  within,  in  consequence  of  its  rankling  and 
festering  sore.  And  that  Paul  had  esperienccd  some 
euob  convictions,  appears,  I  think,  from  the  language 
of  OUT  Lord,  when  he  said  to  him,  "  It  is  hard  for  thee 
to  kick  against  the  pricks," — it  is  as  if  he  had  been 
pricked  in  his  heart,  and  as  if  he  ivas  goaded  on  to 
violence  and  bloodshed  by  convictions  which  he  was 
determined  to  kick  against  and  resist,  in  so  far  as 
they  tended  to  subdue  his  haughty  spirit  to  the  faith 
and  obedience  of  the  Gospel, — just  as  king  Saul's  per- 
secution of  David  was  stimulated  by  the  secret  con- 
sciousness of  Lis  own  guilt,  and  a  lurking  suspicion 
that  David  was  the  Lord's  anointed. 


II.  If  we  now  consider  the  circumstances  whieh 
accompanied,  and  the  means  which  efiecfed  his  con- 
version, we  shall  find  that,  while  it  wa«  brought 
aboat  in  a  miraculous  way,  it  was  the  rustill  of  ihr 
truth  which  was  made  knoivn  to  hira  by  tJie  ctm'm 
and  the  vov:e  of  the  Saviour,  and  which  wns  cairicJ 
home  to  his  heart  by  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and 
by  power  from  on  high.  It  is  said,  that  "  its  he  jour- 
neyed, he  came  near  Damiiscus  ;  and  suddenly  (hon 
shined  round  about  him  a  light  from  heaven  :  and  I* 
fell  to  the  earth,  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  hte. 
Saul,  Saul,  why  persecuteat  thou  me?"  The  mtm- 
culoua  accompaniments  of  his  conversion,  were  lb* 
shining  light — a  "  light  above  the  brightness  of  die 
son" — the  supernatural  voice,  and  the  snddcn  inflic- 
tion of  blindness,  which  was  afterwards  miraculmul; 
cured,  when  there  "fell  from  bis  eyes  as  it  bad  b«i 
scales ;"  but  while  these  and  similar  circtunatDUai 
were  useful  as  subordinate  means,  in  the  way  of 
arresting  his  attention,  and  impressing  his  cnnsciimc*^ 
and  affording  evidence  for  the  truth, — it  was  the  truth 
itself— the  simple  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  which  efftct- 
ed  the  conversion  of  Paul ;  and  herein  it  resembh*  tfat 
case  of  every  other  sinner. 

That  truth  was  presented  to  him  in  three  distiBS 
wa;i»:—\.  It  was  embodied,  as  it  were,  and  exhibited 
in  the  viaton  of  Christ.  And  that  you  may  nnder- 
atand  the  suitableness  of  this  manifestation,  and  what 
a  flood  of  light  it  was  fitted  to  pour  into  his  mind,  t 
re(]Uest  you  to  remember,  that  as  Saul  did  not  at  that 
■  time  btlievo  in  Jesus,  he  must  have  regarded  bim  a* 


ail  impostor.  Who  ]iad  been  justly  condemned  imd  put 
(o  dt'ath ;  aud  that  his  uubelief,  nhich  hud  probably 
been  founded  ou  the  extreme  bumiliatioa  of  Christ, 
when  he  appeared  as  a  "  man  of  aorrona  and  acijuaint- 
ed  with  grief,"  was  doubtless  confirmed  by  Lis  death 
and  burial,  when  his  enemies  seemed  to  have  triumphed 
over  him.  And  what,  then,  could  be  better  fitted  to 
nudee^re  him — to  convince  him  of  his  former  error, 
iind  to  unfold  to  him  the  glorious  truth — thau  the 
peisonal  nppearauce  of  the  same  Man  of  sorrows,  after 
he  had  been  crucified,  in  the  brightness  of  his  resur- 
rection glory,  and  in  the  dignity  of  his  exaltation  ? 
The  mere  appearance  of  the  Saviour  in  such  a  form 
contained  in  it  the  whole  Gospel;  it  proved  as  well 
aa  exhibited  the  truth ;  it  showed  that  he  Lad  risen 
&oni  ihe  dead — that  he  had  ascended  up  on  high — 
that  he  had  been  exalted  by  the  right  hand  of  God, 
and  if  exalted,  then  he  was  what  he  professed  to  be 
— the  Son  of  God,  the  Christ,  the  Messiah  that  had 
been  promised  to  the  fathers ;  nay,  that  he  had 
finished  the  work  which  the  Father  had  given  him  to 
do — that  bis  work  bad  been  accepted,  and  his  reward 
earned, — insomuch,  that  now  "  all  power  was  given  to 
him  in  heaven  and  on  earth ; "  and  from  the  cross  ho 
bad  passed  to  the  throne !  AU  this  must  have  Hashed 
at  once  on  the  mind  of  Saul,  as  soon  as  hi 
uct^tiaintcd  with  the  Person  who  spake  to  iiim  from 
amidst  that  shining  light ! 

2.  While  the  truth  was  embodied  and  exhibited 
the  vision   of  Christ,  it  was  farther  explained  by  hi 
vuicE.     We  find  no  formal  discourse,  no  full  eipo- 
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«ition,  no  syatcmatic  statement  of  the  trath,  but  a 
few  intimations,  which,  when  conibineil  with  vihat  he 
then  witneaaed,  and  what  he  afterwards  learned,  were 
i?nough  to  produce  in  his  mind  the  faith  which  is  vnto 
salvation.  When  he  said,  "  Who  art  tbon,  Lord  V 
the  Lord  said,  "  I  am  Jesus,  whom  thoo  persccuteit : 
it  is  hard  for  thee  to  kick  against  the  pricks.  And 
he,  trembling  and  astonished,  said,  Irord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do?  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him, 
Arise,  go  into  the  cily,  and  it  shall  be  told  thee  what 
thou  must  do."  When  the  voice  asked  him,  "  Saut 
Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me  ?"  he  must  hare  btl 
some  indistinct  impression  that  it  was  Jesus  win 
spoke  to  him,  for  he  knew  in  his  conscience  that  bt 
was  persecuting  his  disciples,  and  the  miraculoua  nsiiA 
convinced  him  that  he  was  in  the  Divine  presence 
lor  he  called  him  Lord;  but  when,  in  answer  tobu 
question,  "Who  art  thou?"  be  received  that  esprtv 
decliuiitioa,  "  I  am  Jesus,"  or  as  it  is  ia  the  22d  chapter, 
'"  1  am  Jesus  of  Nazareth," — oh  !  what  deep  contie- 
tions  and  emotions  must,  at  that  instant,  have  nahej 
into  his  soul !  If  Jesus  was  indeed  alive;  ifhehad 
really  risen  from  the  dead;  if  he  had  ascended  into 
heaven ;  and  if  he  now  stood  in  his  immediate  pre- 
sence,— then  Sa»l  roust  have  felt,  with  all  the  quick- 
ness and  certainty  of  intuition,  that,  in  opposing  the 
Gospel,  he  was  fighting  n^a in s(  God  ;  and  no  wc»ida 
that  he  lay  on  the  earth  "  trembling  and  asfoituhed' 
when  he  knew  that  the  same  Jesus  who  was  cnicifi«d 
ill  weakness  had  been  raised  in  power,  and  had  no* 
come  down, — might  it  not  be  to  judge  and  At&my  t 
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^ere  nas,  indeed,  no  word  of  threatening,  but  a  point- 

1  questicn,  a  touching  expostulatioD,  —  demanding 

e  reason  of  bis  present  conduct,  in  such  a  way,  as 

Ist  have  awakened  his  conscience  to  reprove  him 

That  he  felt  the  reproof,  and  vta&  alarmed 

i  account  of  Lis  guilt  and  diinger,  appears  Irom 

"trembling;"  but  fear  is  notfiiith  ;  remorse  is  not 

nOF  is  there  sufficient  power  in  mere 

r  to  effect  the  conrersion  of  the  heart.     The  heart 

d  by  the  attraction  of  the  Saviour's  love  ;  and 

the  one  hand,  the  words  of  Christ  served  to 

IS  his  mind  with  a  very  awful  sense  of  his  guilt, 

;  that  they  represented  his  perseeulion  of  the 

equivalent  to  the  peraecution  of  Clirist 

If;  they  were  also  fitted,  on  the  other  Land,  to 

f  to  his  mind  a  very  vivid  idea  of  the  fender- 

F  his  compassion,  and  the  riches  of  his  grace. 

[  when  the  Saviour  said,  "  I  am  Jesus  whom  thou 

3utest,"  what  a  discovery  was  made  of  his  love 

a  people !     Saul  was  not  consciously  perse- 

g  Christ,  he  was  only  pursuing  bis  poor  foDow- 

le  was  in  quest  of  certain  men  and  women  at 

Bcus,  that  he  might  bring  them  bound  to  Jeru- 

;  but  when  Jesus  met  him  by  the  way,  be  did 

f  to  him,  Saul,  Saul,  why  perseeutest  thou  them, 

—Why  perseeutest  thou  me, — intimating  tbere- 

lat  he  identifies  himself  with  his  people, — that 

I  their  affliction  he  is  afflicted,  that  they  werp 

p^embers  of  his  body,  of  bis  flesh,  and  of  his  bones," 


^ 


mber  suffered,  the  Head 


1  and    suffered  too,   according  to  his   i 
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language  in  another  place  :  "  Inasmucli  as  ye  did  it 
unto  one  of  tbe  lensC  of  these  my  brelliren,  ye  did  it 
unto  mc  !"  But  full  as  it  was  of  love  for  his  peopkt 
this  language  might  have  only  terrified  the  treiobliiig 
persecutor,  and  driven  him  to  the  verge  of  despair,  had 
there  been  no  manifestation  of  tenderness  and  com- 
passion to  himself ;  he  might  have  thought,  if,  in  por- 
suiug  these  men  and  women,  I  have  been  persecntiiig 
Christ,  the  Lord  of  Glory,  there  is  no  hope  formej 
hut  immediately  Jesus  drops  a  word  of  kindness  whk^ 
was  as  a  cordial  to  hie  sinking  spirit ;  his  rcry  expo*- 
tulation  breathes  a  spirit  of  tenderness,  and  shows  that 
the  persecutor  had  a  place  in  the  Saviour's  heart, — fiSt 
mark  the  gracious  words,  "  It  is  hard  for  thee  to  kidc- 
against  the  pricks :"  it  is  hard — not  for  me,  whom  thM- 
perseeutest, — not  for  my  poor  followers,  (he  men  twi 
women  wliom  thou  art  haling  to  prison  ;  but,  "  itil^ 
hard  for  thee."  Oh  !  then,  the  Saviour  had  a  Byiii*> 
pathy  even  for  this  siimer;  the  Prince  of  peace  in» 
concerned  for  this  persecutor,  and  spake  of  the  hai^ 
ship — the  injury  he  was  doing  to  himself;  and  Jkw 
must  this  tenderness  have  touched  his  heart,  al  > 
time  when  he  was  self-convicted,  and  self-coademnel 
especially  if,  by  "kicking  against  the  pricksj"  he  na- 
deretood  the  Lord  to  mean  his  tesistiug  the  conrio- 
tions  of  his  own  conscience,  ayd  setting  himself  tt 
opposition  to  the  truths  which  he  had  now  been  taoghL 
By  such  means  he  was  at  once  convinced  of  his  mh 
and  danger,  and  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  Goqpd, 
and  instructed  in  the  relation  which  Christ  beitn  U) 
his  people,  and  the  compassion  nhich  he  felt  for  him- 
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manifestation,  of  a  rancorous  arcrsion  to  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesns.  It  showed  that,  in  his  heart,  he  was 
an  enemy  to  Christ  and  his  cause ;  and  there  was 
enough  of  enmity  in  his  hosom  to  render  regeneration 
absolutely  needful,  as  well  as  to  account  for  his  zeal 
in  the  work  of  persecution.  Learned  as  he  was,  his 
Tery  learning  made  him  look  down  with  contempt 
and  scorn  on  the  illiterate  fishermen,  who  had  ap> 
peared  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Scrihes 
and  Pharisees ; — religious  as  he  was,  his  very  religion 
prompted  him  to  oppose  a  system  of  doctrine  at  vari- 
ance with  all  his  preconceived  opinions  ; — moral  as  he 
was,  his  very  morality  fostered  a  spirit  of  self-righteous 
confidence,  which  rendered  the  humbling  doctrine  of 
Ae  Cross  utterly  offensive  to  him  ; — and  pjitriotic  as 
he  was — so  patriotic,  that  his  heart  seems  to  swell 
when  he  speaks  of  "the  Israelites,  to  whom  pertained 
the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and 
the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and 
the  promises,'* — his  personal  convictions,  his  national 
pride,  and  his  party  spirit — all  combined  to  exaspe- 
rate his  hatred,  and  excite  his  contempt,  for  those  who 
represented  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  the  Messiah  that 
had  been  promised  to  the  fathers — the  Messiah  whom 
he,  like  most  of  his  countrymen,  probably  expected  as 
a  temporal  prince,  to  deliver  them  from  the  Roman 
yoke,  and  establish  a  powerful  monarchy  in  Judea ; 
and  hence,  when  Jesus  appeared,  claiming  this  august 
character,  he  might  conceive  that  he  was  justly  con- 
demned, and  that  his  followers  might  also  be  put  to 
death,  as  deceivers  oi  the  people.     In  those  \ei^  fe«i- 
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went  liis  way,  and  entered  into  the  houee  ;  and  pnttiag 
bis  hands  on  him,  said,  Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  eren 
Jesus,  that  appeared  unlo  thee  in  the  ivay  as  diou 
earnest,  hath  sent  me,  that  thou  mightest  raceive  dij 
sight,  and  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  im- 
mediately there  fell  from  his  eyes  as  it  had  been  scala : 
and  he  receiTed  sight  forthwith,  and  arose,  and  was 
baptized," 

The  words  of  Ananias,  and  his  veiy  mission  to  him 
at  such  a  time,  must  hare  enlarged  his  views,  and 
strengthened  his  belief  of  the  truth  ;  for  he  had  been 
taught  to  expect  such  a  Tisit,  from  one  who  should  teS 
him  what  he  ought  to  do  ;  and  when  h^  came,  asi 
spoke  to  liim  of  Jesus  who  had  appeared  to  tim  It 
the  way,  and  wrought  a  miraculous  cure  of  his  blind- 
ness, and  imparted  to  him  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Gbns, 
and  accosted  him  as  a  brother,  and  exhorted  him  Co 
"  arise,  and  he  baptized,  and  wash  away  his  sioi. 
caUing  on  the  name  of  the  Lord," — he  could  not  fail  w 
regard  these  events  as  at  once  a  signal  proof  of  diw 
intarposition,  and  a  manifest  fulfilment  of  Christ's  pi»- 
mise  ;  and — what  was  much  better  fitted  at  one* 
subdue  and  comfort  him — as  so  many  precious  tokoi 
of  the  Saviour's  care  aud  kindness  for  hiraedi' ; 
vidualiy,  such  as  might  well  atvaken  the  Itn 
gratitude,  and  afford  a  ground  of  confidence  andh^ 
For  mark  the  minute  knowledge,  the  personal  fctaJ- 
ness,  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Liord  Jesus  ChriM,— h 
keeps  his  eye  on  this  spirit'Stricken  peniiont 
enters  into  the  crowded  city ;  he  marks  thp  straet,^ 
singles  out  the  very  house  in  which  he  takes  upltii 
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abode,  and  cornea  to  another  disciple,  whom  he  also 
names,  and  saja,  Go,  for  behold  he  prayeth  ! 

By  these  metins, — by  the  vision  of  Christ,  by  the 
words  he  spake,  and  by  the  ministry  of  Ananias, — the 
truth  was  presented,  along  with  its  appropriate  e'ri- 
dence,  to  the  mind  of  Saul ;  but  it  is  of  importance  to 
observe,  especially  ivilh  a  view  to  account  for  bis  being 
immediately  employed  in  the  work  of  jireaching  the 
Gospel,  that  as  soon  as  he  was  convinced  of  Jesus 
being  tbe  Messiah,  all  his  Old  Testament  knowledge 
beeame  al  once  available, — lie  had  now  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  key  wliich  unlocks  that  storehouse  of 
typical  and  prophetii;  instruction ;  and  his  previous 
familiarity  with  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets must  have  ijualified  him,  in  no  ordinary  degree, 
for  understanding,  and  expounding,  and  vindicating 
the  Gospel,  as  soon  as  he  was  brought  to  believe  that 
"  the  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy." 

But  neither  the  vision  nor  the  voice  of  Christ, — 
neither  the  ministry  of  Ananias,  nor  Saul's  familiar 
acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets, would  have  availed  for  effecting  his  conversion, 
without  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  "VVe  read  that 
he  received  the  Holi/  Ghost;  and  if  this  is  to  be  un- 
derstood of  his  supernatural  gifls,  it  is  equally  certain 
he  must  have  received  bis  spiritual  grace ;  for  be  him- 
self testifies, — "  By  the  grace  of  Ood  I  am  what  lam." 
"  It  pleased  God  to  reveal  his  Sod  in  me."  "  God,  who 
commanded  the  bght  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  halli 
ehined  into  our  hearts,  giving  us  the  light  of  the  know- 
e  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ." 
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III.  If  we  now  inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  great 
change,  or  wherein  it  properly  counted,  and  tlw 
practical  reEolts  in  which  it  terminated,  we  shall  End 
that  his  whole  conTeision  hinged  on  one  point, — it  lie- 
pended  on  his  beUeving  that  "  Jetus  tcag  the  Chriil' 
A  single  thought  is  often  the  key  to  a  great  diseoTerf, 
and  so  a  ^gle  event  may  be  the  occasion  of  a  total 
reTolution  in  the  whole  opinions,  and  feelings,  anj 
habits  of  a  man.  Thus  it  was  with  Paul.  The  single 
thought  that  now  took  possesion  of  his  mind,  and 
threw  a  clear  and  steady  light  on  the  whole  Beheme 
of  revealed  truth,  was,  that  Jesus  was  the  Chtisl  of 
God ;  and  the  single  erent  that  carried  home  to  Itii 
heart  a  conviction  which  revolutionised  hjs  whole 
creed,  and  character,  and  conduct,  was  the  petscnul 
appearance  of  Jesna,  once  crucified,  but  now  exalted, 
as  he  journeyed  towards  Damascus.  He  saw  Jem* — 
JesUB  was  then  alive  ;  he  saw  Jesus  shining  in  li^ 
above  the  brightness  of  the  sun :  Jesus  was  (hffl 
glorified,  and  if  glorified,  his  work  was  accepted,  his 
Gospel  true,  his  authority  divine,  his  power  abnighlT, 
and  that  one  thought  was  enough  to  convert  tbe 
Pharisee  into  a  penitent,  the  persecutor  into  a  preacher, 
the  Jewish  bigot  into  a  Christian  philanthropist.  IV 
change  was  sudden,  indeed,  but  it  was  also  complete; 
for  Christ  was  above,  and  the  Spirit  within  him.  FVotP 
that  hour  he  became  a  "  new  creature  ;  old  thiap 
passed  away  ;  all  things  became  new." 

Oh  !  it  is  deeply  instructive  to  mark  the  contott. 
in  every  point  ofview  in  which  it  can  be  contemplated, 
betwixt  his  former  and  bis  future  character.    Hii 


life  was  now  tumcd,  aa  it  were,  into  a  new  channel. 
And  if  hia  change  was  eudden,  it  was  also  permanent. 
He  had  BOW  new  riws— new  yiews  of  himself:  "  1 
was  alive  without  the  law  onee;  but  when  the  com- 
mandment came,  sin  revived  and  I  died."  Once  he  was 
a  Pharisee,  believing  himself  to  he  righteous,  and  de- 
spising others, — now  lie  is  a  penitent,  confessing 
hiniselftobethe  "chief  of  sinners,"  and  "less  than  the 
least  of  all  saints ; " — once  he  was  built  up  in  the  fond 
conceit  of  his  own  worth, — now  he  accounts  it  but  as 
filtbj  rags  ;  "  Though  I  might  also  have  confidence 
in  the  flesb.  If  anj  other  man  Chinkelh  that  he  bath 
whereof  he  might  trust  in  the  flesh,  I  more :  circum- 
cised the  eighth  day,  of  the  stock  of  Israel,  of  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin,  an  llebrew  of  the  Hebrews  ;  us  touching 
the  law,  a  Pharisee."  "  But  what  things  were  gain 
to  me.  those  I  counted  loss  for  Christ.  Yea,  doubtless, 
and  I  count  all  things  hut  loss  for  the  escellency  of 
the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord :  for  whom 
I  have  suffered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count 
them  but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  be  found 
in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteousness,  which  is 
of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  fiuth  of 
Christ,  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith." 
He  bad  new  views  of  God;  he  now  saw  "the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  faceof  Jesua 
Christ ;" — new  views  of  Che  late  ;  he  saw  it  now  in  its 
true  character,  as  a  ministration  of  death,  a  corenant 
gendering  to  bondage,  a  schoolmaster  to  bring  him  to 
Christ ; — he  had  new  views  of  the  Gospel,  as  God's 
h, — of  Jesus,  as  God's  Christ, — of  his  Church,  i 
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God's  people, — of  the  Jews,  and  Uieir  fearful  guilt,— 
of  the  Gentiles,  and  their  predicted  priTileges ;  and  hi* 
views  being  thus  changed,  his  affections  and  aims,  hit 
puiBuits  and  pleasures,  his  habits  and  his  hopes  vren 
all  alike  new, — insomnch,  that  the  bigoted  Jew  be- 
came the  universal  philitnChropist,  exclaiming,  *■  Is  hi 
the  God  of  the  Jews  ouly  ?  is  he  not  also  of  thft 
Gentiles  ?"  and  the  fierce  persecutor  became  the  fer- 
vent preacher,  exclaiming,  "  The  weapons  of  our  war- 
fare are  not  carnal,  but  spiritual,  and  mighty  throng' 
God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds  ;"  and  he  wift 
breathed  out  "  threatenings  and  slaughter,  and 
exceedingly  mad,  against  the  people  of  God,"  deroUJ 
his  life  to  their  service,  taking  upon  hira  "  the  care  rf 
all  the  churches,"  "making  himself  all  things  to  all 
men,  if  possibly  he  might  gain  some ; "  and  na 
moved  by  peril  and  persecution,  nor  "  counting  hbBft 
dear  unto  himself,  that  he  might  fijitsh  his  o 
with  joy,  and  fulfil  the  ministry  which  he  had  recdrJ 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  ga 
of  God." 

Need  I  dwell  on  the  moral  and  spiritual  frnib 
his  conversion  ?  Read  his  matchless  epistles,  stui 
the  simple  hut  sublime  narrative  of  his  life,  and  MB 
how  brightly  and  how  steadily  the  fire  of  divine  loTti 
which  was  first  kindled  in  his  breast  on  bis  way  (• 
Damascus,  burned  there,  and  how  it  continned 
brighten,  and  to  bum  more  strongly  in  the  face  of  tl 
obloquy,  and  opposition,  and  danger,  till  his  wi 
was  ended,  aud  his  soul  was  joined  to  the  klndn' 
society  of  seraphic  spirits  in  the  sanctuary''  abois- 
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nd  let  those  especially  ivlio  deeluim  against  toiiver- 

on  as  a  fanatical  or  entliusiastic  ilccam,  and  suspect 

the  more  if  it  be  suddenly  wrought,  behold  in  the 

life  of  Paul,  the  r&aliti/  and  the  practicai  fruits  of 

Lfiiis  great  change;  for  the  new  life  which  he  led 

(.flowed  ^m  his  new  birth  on  the  way  to  Damascus ; 

e  was  the  fountain, — that  was  the  fvxn  and  fertiliz- 

.     Hia  conduct,  indeed,  had  been  decent 

i  regular,  and  in  many  respects  exemplary  before  ; 

t  still  his  life  was  changed  as  well  as  his  heart ;  it 

iS  regulated  by  new  principles,  and  converaant  with 

a'  objects,  and  devoted  to  higher  and  better  ends, — 

lomuch,  that  now  he  could  say,  "  The  life  which  I 

n  the  flesh,  1  live  by  the  faith  of  Christ,  who  loved 

t^  and  gave  himself  for  me." 

Many  practical  lessons  might  be  deduced  from  this 

,S  that, 

man  may  be  learned,  decent.,  and  exemplary 
■  many  things,  and  yet  be  destitute  of  spiritual  life, 
1  as  to  requite,  not  less  than  the  irreligious  and  im- 
1,  to  be  converted  and  renewed.  2.  A  form  of 
,  where  its  power  is  absent,  is  a  grievous 
e  to  the  soul.  3.  A  zeal  for  God  may  exist  which 
mot  according  to  knowledge,  and  a  Toan  may  be  sin- 
u  following  a  course  which  is  leading  him  down 
fe  the  chambers  of  death.  4.  Ignorance  of  the  Gos- 
pel, combined  with  the  form  of  religion,  Slid  a  decent 
moral  life,  is  otien  observed  to  issue  in  inveterate 
opposition  to  Christ  and  his  cause,  especially  where 
tbe  conscience  is  weary  and  restless,  by  reason  of 
its  unappeased  convictions.     5.  The  one  truth,  that 
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^^  Jesus  is  the  Christ,"  is  sufficient,  when  it  is  really 
belieyed,  at  once  to  lay  a  solid  ground  of  hope  for  the 
sinner,  and  to  change  him  into  a  new  man.  6.  Fmih 
worketh  by  lore,  so  as  to  constrain  the  belierer  no 
longer  to  liye  unto  himself,  but  unto  Him  that  died 
for  him,  and  that  rose  again ;  and  prompts  him  \o 
make  known  to  others  the  truth  which  has  broag^ 
peace  and  comfort  to  his  own  soul.  7.  The  canversum 
of  Paul  is  a  striking  eyidence,  and  the  life  of  Paul  is 
a  striking  illustration,  of  the  power  of  troth.* 

*  H.  More.    Lord  Lyttteton. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  ETHIOPIAN  TREASURER. 

Acto  viii.  26-40. 

The  case  of  the  Ethiopian  Treasurer  affords  a  heau- 

tiful  example  of  the  way  in  which  an  ignorant,  but 

ancere  and  derout  inquirer,  is  often  led,  under  the 

guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  notwithstanding 

many  unfavourable  circumstances  in  his  condition,  to 

a  clear  and  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in 

Jesus.     It  belongs  to  a  different  class  of  cases  from 

that  to  which  the  Philippian  Gaoler,  the  Dying  Male- 

fector,  and  Saul  the  Persecutor,  are  to  be  referred ; 

since  these  memorable  characters,  while  they  differed 

from  each  other  in  many  respects,  agreed  in  this,  that 

each  of  the  three  was  chargeable  with  some  specific 

crime  of  a  very  aggravated  nature, — the  Gaoler  with 

Intentional  suicide,  the  Malefactor  with  robbery,  and 

Saul  with  persecution  and  bloodshed, — while  nothing 

is  recorded  of  the  Ethiopian  that  is  criminal,  and  much 

that  is  creditable  to  his  character — ^his  main  defect 

being  his  ignorance  of  divine  truth,  and  even  that  he 

was  devoutly  seeking  to  remove.     His  experience, 

therefore,  is  fitted  to  illustrate  the  case  of  such  as  have 


long  been  seeking  tte  tmth,  but  are  Btill  "  \talking  in 
darkness  and  haring  no  light ;"  and  it  cannot  &ili 
when  rigbtly  understood,  and  duly  consiJereii,  to  im- 
part to  them  a  very  large  measure  both  of  instruction 
and  encouragement. 

I.  In  his  previoui  ttate  there  were  many  iiiifa?our- 
able  circumstances  which  might  seem  to  render  his 
conversion  a  veiy  difficult  undertaking,  while  there 
were,  at  the  same  time,  some  very  hopeful  symptomi. 

Among  the  unfavourable  circumstances  which  nrigbl 
seem  to  present  an  obstacle  to  liis  conversion,  and  v\aA 
probably  retarded  his  pri^ess  in  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  the  truth,  I  may  mention  his  lirtk  andrm- 
d&nat  in  Ethiopia — a  land  of  heathen  darkness — U  * 
great  distance,  probably  not  less  than  one  tbousnd 
miles,  from  Jerusalem,  the  seat  of  the  true  religion  ;— 
his  worldly  wealth,  which  is  often  a  snare  to  the  hbI. 
for  "  bow  hardly,  says  our  Lord  himself,  shall  a  rich 
maa  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God;"  and  agtun,  "1 
say  unto  you,  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  throu^  the 
eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  th» 
kingdom  of  God ;"  for  not  only  the  cares  of  the  worU, 
but  the  deceitfulness  of  riches  also,  and  other  lusts,  choke 
the  Word  and  render  it  uufi-uitful; — and  his  elevated 
rank  and  extauim  injluenee,  as  "  an  eunuch  of  gKol 
authority  under  Candace,  queen  of  the  Ethiopiau: 
he  belonged  to  a  class  of  men  who  exercised  almoB 
unlimited  power  in  some  of  the  Eastern  nations,  and 
who  were  notoriously  addicted  to  intrigue  and  the 
s  of  courtly  ambition ;  and  this  might  be  a 
bar  in  the  way  of  his  spiritual  progress, — for  "  ye  see 
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your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wise  men 
after  the  flesh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  nohle 
are  called  ;  but  God  ]ui«  chosen  the  foohsb  things  of 
the  world  to  confound  the  ivise,  and  God  h.alb  chosen 
the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things 
which  are  mighty,  and  base  things  of  the  world,  and 
things  which  are  despised,  hath  God  uhosen  ;  yea, 
and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things 
that  are,  that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence." 
It  is  manifest  that  these,  or  some  other  circumstances 
of  a  like  nature  in  his  condition,  had  exerted  an  inju- 
rious influence  over  him,  and  had  retarded  his  progress 
ia  the  acquisition  of  religious  knowledge  ;  for  he  was, 
as  we  shall  immediately  see,  lamentably  ignorant,  not- 
withstanding all  the  eiforts  he  had  made ;  and,  looking 
on  him,  as  he  returned  in  his  chariot  to  his  native 
land,  we  might  be  ready,  in  a  spirit  of  hopelessness, 
to  exclaim,  "  Can  this  Ethiopian  change  his  skin  ?" 

But  while  many  circumstances  in  his  outward  con- 
dition were  unfavourable,  we  cannot  read  the  narra- 
tive without  discovering  some  hopeful  symptoms  in 
the  state  of  his  mind.  For,  while  he  was  by  birth 
and  residence  an  Ethiopian  Gentile,  he  was,  notwith- 
standing, both  in  his  creed  and  ia  his  profession,  a 
proselyte  to  the  Jewish  faith,  and  a  believer  in  the 
one  only,  the  hving  and  the  true  God.  Although 
surrotmded  by  the  forms  of  polytheistic  superstition, 
and  living  in  a  land  of  gross  spiritual  darkness,  he 
had  in  some  way,  not  described,  become  acquainted 
with  the  revelation  of  divine  truth  in  the  Old  Tea- 
t  Scriptures,  and  his  eye  bad  been  opened  to 
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discern  die  true  light,  so  far  as  to  satisfy  liim  t1ia>  ii 
waa  the  light  of  heaven.  Thus  much  is  implied  in 
the  fact  that  "  he  had  come  to  Jerusalem  to  woKbip,' 
and  that  on  his  return  lie  was  engaged  in  readii^  the 
Old  Testament  Scriptures.  And  this  instanceuffiv^ 
an  esemplifi  cation  and  proof  of  a  very  delight&l 
truth, — I  mean  the  eEtenaive  influence  which  mi 
eserted  by  the  Jeirisb  dispensation  on  the  surToundiBg 
nations.*  While  it  was  in  some  respects  limited  aol 
local,  as  being  specially  designed  for  the  children  of 
Israel,  and  established  in  the  land  of  Judea,  it  K» 
nevertheless  fitted  to  instruct  other  nations  in  die 
grand  principles  of  religious  truth,  and  all  the  gnat 
nations  of  antiquity  were  successively  brought  into 
such  near  contact  and  such  familiar  intercourse  Wtlh 
the  Jews  as  could  not  fail  to  impart  to  many  a  thinldig 
mind  amongst  them  the  knowledge  of  the  one  linD^ 
and  true  God.  In  the  eairlicr  part  of  their  histoiT> 
the  Jews  were  connected  with  the  Egvptians  "H* 
were  the  wisest,  the  Canaanites,  who  were  the  mort 
warlike,  and  the  Phcenicions,  the  most  conunerdst 
of  these  nations :  and  at  a  later  period,  partly  by  duii 
long  captivity,  partly  by  their  dispersion  and 
residence  in  almost  every  city,  they  were  intemiingM 
with  the  Assyrians,  the  Persians,  the  Greeks,  and 
the  Romans, — insomuch,  that  not  only  waa  the  OU 
Testament  translated  into  Greek  for  the  u»p  of  ibe 
Hellenic  Jews,  but  heathenism  itself  derived  ftxnn  it 
many  useful  hints  as  well  as  the  materials  of  many  a 
iable,  as  is  clear  in  the  case  of  Zoroaster  and  othen- 
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And  as  the  Old  Testament  dispcasiLliou  wan  fitted  to 
exert  sucli  an  influence  orer  the  surrouiidiiig  natious, 
so  provision  was  made  for  the  admission  of  proselytes 
to  some,  at  least,  of  the  pivileges  and  services  of  the 
Jeirish  Church.  These  proaeljtes  have  been  divided 
into  two  classes,  called  respectively  the  proselytes  of 
righteousness  and  the  proselytes  of  the  gate ;  and 
tbese  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  up  to  Jerusalem 
at  the  stated  festivals  as  ivell  as  the  Jews  that  were 
scattered  abroad, — of  whom  it  is  said,  that  on  the  day 
of  Ptntecost,  which  occurred  after  the  crucifiicion  of 
the  Saviour,  there  were  then  assembled,  "  Parthians, 
and  Jiledes,  and  EJamites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Meso- 
potamia, and  in  Judea,  and  Cappadocia,  in  Pontus, 
and  Asia,  Phrygia  and  Pamphylia,  in  Egypt  and  in 
the  parts  of  Libya  about  Cyrene,  and  strangers  of 
Rome,  Jgtn  and  progelyte»,  Cretes,  and  Arabians," 
speaking  different  languages,  but  worshipping  the  same 
God,  The  Ethiopian  Treasurer  was  one  of  these ; 
and  his  coming  out  of  Ethiopia,  and  repairing  to 
Jerusalem,  ivas  a  virtual  declaration  that  his  mind 
could  not  rest  in  the  popular  mythology  of  his  oivn 
country, — that  he  saw  the  error  of  polytheism,  and 
admitted  the  cardinal  principle  of  the  Divine  unity, — 
and  was  in  itself  a  solemn  and  public  testimony  to  the 
supremacy  of  the  God  of  Israel. 

While  he  was,  both  by  conviction  and  profession, 
a  believer  in  the  one  only,  the  living  and  the  true  • 
God,  and  a  proselyte  to  the  Jewish  &ith,  he  was  also 
a  devout  worshipper,  and  an  attendant  on  the  services 

tdie  Jewish  Church.     It  is  said  of  him,  that  '■^  he  ^^^^1 


had  come  to  Jerasalem  to  worship" — not  to  iniinirf 
merely,  still  less  to  speculate  or  dispute,  but  to  engi^ 
in  the  solemn  exercises  of  public  religious  worship,  ti 
one  of  tbe  greatest  festivalB  of  the  Jewish  Church.  It 
b  importaut  to  mitrk  this,  for  it  sbows  that  he  ma 
abeady  imbued  with  a  »pirit  of  pra;/m;  a  hopeftJ 
symptom  in  any  case,  and  one  of  the  first  in  oil, — bi 
of  Paul,  Jesus  said  to  Ananias,  "  Behold,  he  praveih.' 
— and  of  Lydia,  that  "  she  attended  tbe  apostle's  mi- 
nistry by  tbe  water  side,  where  prayer  was  wont  U  k* 
made," — and  of  Comebus,  that  "  us  he  prayed  al  the 
ninth  hour,  tbe  angel  of  tbe  Lord  appeared  to  him.' 
True  prayer  is  neeer  lo»t, — tbe  cry  of  an  earnest  spirit 
comes  in  unto  God  in  his  holy  temple, — and  in  daf 
time  will  bring  down  an  answer  in  peace.  But  "  who- 
so cometb  unto  God  must  believe  that  be  is,  and  lIiSI 
he  is  the  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him;' 
and  what  encouragement,  then,  had  this  Ethiopian  la 
pray,  or  what  was  the  ground  and  warrant  of  hislaithl 
He  was  not  by  birth  a  Jew,— he  was  "  an  alien  fion 
the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  and  a  stranger  to  llie 
covenants  of  promise," — he  had  no  natural  or  civil  ooB- 
nection  with  those  "  to  whom,"  and  as  they  themadvO 
supposed,  to  them  alone  "  pertained  the  adopti(m,Biiil 
tbe  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  tlie 
law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises."  II« 
was  a  foreigner,  an  African,  a  negro,  a  Gentile,  u 
eunuch, — and  how,  then,  could  he  hope  to  aasoaaU 
himself  with  the  people  of  God,  and  dare  to  approacii 
his  temple  f  Oh,  mark  bow  a  simple  faith,  and  » 
devout  spirit,  and  an  earnest  raind,  ivill  sunnouni  •> 
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ud  difficulties,  and  bring  a  aimier  into  the  way 
of  peace,  lie  /tad  a.  ivarnint  for  liia  tiiith  and  hope, — 
a  warrant  in  the  Old  Tesfunicnt  IScriptures,  which  was 
enough  to  embolden  him  to  draw  nigh.  For,  besides 
the  prayer  which  ivas  uttered  at  the  dedication  of 
Solomon's  Temple,  in  the  very  book  of  the  Prophet 
Isaiah  (Ivi,  3),  which  he  read  iu  his  chariot,  he  found 
this  precious  word  of  promise, — "  Neither  let  the  son 
of  the  atrauger,  that  bath  joined  Iiimself  to  the  Lord, 
apeak,  saying,  The  Lord  hath  utterly  separated  me 
from  his  people ;  neither  let  the  eunuch  say,  Behold, 
I  am  a  dry  tree.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  the 
eunuchfi  that  keep  my  Sabbaths,  and  choose  the  things 
that  please  me,  and  take  hohl  of  my  coTcnont ;  even 
unto  them  wiU  I  giTe  in  mine  bouse  and  within  my 
walls  a  place  and  a  name  better  than  of  sons  and  of 
daughters ;  I  will  give  them  on  everlasting  name, 
that  shidl  not  be  cut  oft^  Also  the  sons  of  the  stron- 
ger, that  join  themselves  to  the  Lord,  fo  serve  him, 
and  to  love  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  servants, 
every  one  that  keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting 
it,  and  taketh  hold  of  my  covenant;  even  them  will 
I  bring  to  my  holy  mountain,  and  make  them  joy- 
ful in  my  house  of  prayer  :  their  bumt-flfferings  and 
thax  sacrifices  shall  be  accepted  upon  mine  altar ; 
for  mine  house  shaU  be  called  an  honse  of  prayer 
for  all  people."  This  man  was  both  an  eunuch  and 
a  stranger  ;  and  being  such,  he  knew  that  this  pro- 
mise comprehended  him  ;  and,  in  the  faith  of  it,  he 
came  to  Jeruaaleni,  and  worshipped  the  God  of  Israel 
there. 
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Besides  a  Bpirit  of  prayer,  he  had  also  a  spint  ni 
diliffetit  mquiiy,  combined  with  that  humility  aai 
teachableness  which  may  be  justly  regarded  as  th' 
most  hopeful  syiuptoms  of  a  great  and  blessed  change. 
That  he  had  an  inquiring  and  docile  mind,  appear)  not 
only  from  his  going  up  from  Ethiopia  to  Jenisakm, 
a  distance  of  about  a  thousand  miles,  passing  boa 
Africa  f  o  Asia,  and  leaving  for  a  time  the  caws  of 
his  honourable  and  responsible  office,  that  he  might 
be  present  at  the  Feast  of  Pentecost, — but  still  mM« 
atrildngly  from  the  manner  in  which  he  was  occupied 
on  his  return  from  Jerusalem  :  instead  of  castiitg  addt 
his  religion  when  the  festival  was  over,  or  allomif 
his  mind  to  be  diverted  to  other  objects,  "  he  sat  ill 
his  chariot  reading  the  prophet  Isaiah."  PiobaU; 
he  read  aloud  for  the  benefit  of  his  attendants ;  at  all 
events  he  bad  his  Bible  in  his  hand,  and  was  engaged 
in  reading  its  sacred  contents ;  so  that  he  had  himself 
procured  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures  for  hia  own  use,— 
a  roll  which  must  have  been  written  by  hiinself,  ot 
obtained  at  great  expense, — and  which  he  carrifJ 
with  him  as  his  companion  by  the  way.  But  ercn 
this  is  not  so  remarkable,  as  the  homility  and  teach- 
ableness wtA  which  be  received  Philip,  a  etranga'. 
and  one  who,  perhaps,  was  neither  in  point  of  di«> 
or  manners  likely  to  attract  the  regard  of  a  man  itf 
rank  and  station.  Yet,  when  he  joined  himself  to 
the  chariot,  and  ventured  to  ask  the  question,  "  0ii- 
deistandest  thou  what  thou  readestt"  instead  of  spum- 
ing the  question,  he  replied  with  child-like  humility. 
"  How  can  I,  except  some  man  should  guide  me,"— 
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and  he  requested  Philip  that  ^  he  'v^ould  come  up  and 
sit  with  him." 

While  there  were  seycral  hopeful  symptoms  in  this 
state  of  mind,  it  is  manifest  that  he  was  still  extremely 
ignorant  <^  the  truth.  He  was  not  only  destitute  of 
aU  knowledge  of  Christ  and  the  (jospcl,  but  he  had 
no  correct  apprehension  of  the  spiritual  meaning  of 
the  Old  Testament  in  which  he  professe<l  to  believe, 
and  which,  in  the  midst  of  much  remaining  darkness, 
he  still  continued  to  read.  For  when,  after  reading  a 
part  of  the  53d  chapter  of  Isaiah,  he  put  the  question, 
"  I  pray  thee,  of  whom  speaketh  the  prophet  this  ( 
of  himself,  or  of  some  other  man  T — his  language,  if 
it  indicate  a  spirit  of  sincere  inquiry,  betrays  also  a 
lamentable  degree  of  ignorance,  and  inakt^  it  manifest 
that  he  was  still  in  a  condition  like  that  of  the  Jovs 
themselves,  of  whom  it  is  said  by  the  apostle,  "  Their 
minds  were  blinded :  for  until  this  day  remaineth  the 
same  vail  untaken  away  in  the  reading  of  the  Old 
Testament ;  which  vail  is  done  away  in  (,'hrist.  But 
even  unto  this  day,  when  Moses  is  read,  the  vail  is 
upon  their  heart."  His  language  seems  to  indicate 
that  he  had  no  acquaintance  with  the  spiritual  import 
of  the  Old  Testament,  and  that,  if  he  was  attached  to 
the  Jewish  faith,  he  adhered  to  it  chiefly  as  a  sublime 
system  of  religion  which  taught  his  duty  to  the  one 
living  and  true  God,  but  without  any  intelligent  ap- 
prehension of  its  connection  with  the  scheme  of  grace 
and  redemption,  or  the  work  of  Messiah  who  had  been 
promised  to  the  fathers. 

II.  If  we  now  consider  the  manner  in  whicb.  Vve  yjv!«» 
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lirougUt  to  a  saTing  knowledge  of  the  truth,  we  ihull 
find  tui  interesting  and  encouraging  csemplificotion  of 
the  core  with  which  God  pravides  for  the  instruction 
of  a  sincere  inquirer,  although  he  may  he  placed  in 
eircuinstances  apparently  the  moat  unpromirang.  The 
^Ethiopian  had  just  been  at  Jerusalem, — where  din 
mighty  moral  movement  had  already  begim  which  «!» 
destined  to  revolutionize  the  world.  He  had  been 
at  Jerusalem,  where  Emmanuel,  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh,  had  preached,  and  suffered,  and  died,  and  risen 
again  from  the  dead.  And  he  had  been  at  Jerusaldn 
at  the  Feast  of  Pentecost,  when  the  promise  of  the 
Father  was  fidfilled  hy  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spiril 
in  the-tniraculous  gift  of  tongues,  and  three  thousand 
BOub  were  converted  in  a  single  day.  It  cannot  he  sup- 
posed  that  a  stranger  of  rank  and  influence,  poseeaang. 
as  be  no  doubt  did,  many  facilities  of  intercourse  with 
the  leading  men  at  Jerusalem,  could  fail  to  hear,  duiiog 
his  sojourn  in  that  ci^,  the  numerous  reports  about 
Jesus  which  were  then  circulating  in  the  country,  and 
especially  in  the  capitol,  of  Judea.  It  ix  evident,  how- 
ever, from  the  narrative  before  us,  that  he  had  left 
Jerusalem  without  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  trnlh 
as  it  is  ill  Jeaus.  He  had  been  in  (he  holy  city  where 
Christ  himself  had  ministered,  and  where  his  apoitlf* 
were  now  proclaiming  the  Gospel  of  the  kingdom,  and 
had  left  it,  perhaps  for  ever, — and  now  he  was  on  lii* 
way  back  again  to  that  land  of  spiritual  darkneih 
where  he  could  have  no  reasonable  prospect  of  enjoying 
Kueb  oi>])ortunities  of  grace  as  Jerusalem  aflbrded.  Bui 
(iod  himself  had  given  him  a  spirit  of  inquiry  sdJ  a 
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spirit  of  prayer;  and  althougli  his  journey  to  Jermalem 
had  not  led  him  to  find  what  he  was  seeking,  God, 
ivhose  ways  axe  not  as  man's  way^,  sent  it  to  him  in 
the  midst  of  a  desert,  when  hia  hack  was  turned  ou 
Jerusalem,  and  he  waa  returning  to  a  land  of  darkness. 
God  met  hiin  in  the  desert  of  Gaiia,  and  he  was  con- 
verted there  !  And  there  is  mufh  in  the  narrative 
that  is  fitted  to  impress  our  minds  with  a  sense  of 
the  lively  interest  and  the  tender  soUcitude  with  wliich 
God  regards  and  provides  for  the  instruction  of  a 
single  soul.  First  of  all,  there  is  the  ministrj-  of  an 
angel, — "  The  angel  of  the  Lord  spake  unto  Philip,"— 
"  fiw  there  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  augeb  of  God 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth;"  "  and  are  they  not  all 
ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to  minister  to  them  that 
are  the  heirs  of  sa! ration."  2d,  There  is  the  ministry 
of  an  evangelist — specially  commissioned  to  attend  to 
this  individual ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  as  evincing 
God's  watchful  solicitude  for  a  single  soul,  that  Philip 
waa  commanded  to  leave  his  work  at  Jerusalem  and  in 
the  villages  of  Samaria,  and  to  go  unto  the  desert,  at  a 
time  when  multitudes  were  attending  his  ministry,  and 
when  his  labours  there  appeared  to  be  remarkably 
blessed,  for  it  is  said, — "  Then  Philip  went  down  to 
the  oity  of  Samaria,  and  preached  Christ  unto  them. 
And  the  people  with  one  accord  gave  heed  unto  those 
things  which  Philip  spake,  hearing  and  seeing  the 
miracles  which  he  did;  and  there  was  great  joy  in 
that  city."  And  afterwards  "  they  returned  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  preached  the  Gospel  in  many  cities  of  the 
is."     Yet,  for  the  sake  of  one  humble  in- 
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((uirer,  who  had  come  to  Jerusalem  to  worah^),  mi 
was  returning  through  the  ileaert  to  a  land  of  dark- 
ness— hut  reading  his  Bihle  hy  the  w«y,  an  angd 
was  sent  fivm  heaven ;  and  Pliilip  was  taken  a«w 
&om  the  crowd  who  li<itened  to  faim  at  Jerusalein  and 
Samaria,  that  he  might  minister  the  Word  of  life  tu 
one  benighted  Boul !  And,  lastly,  the  Spirit  of  God 
was  there — in  that  dreary  de«ert — watching  over  llui 
prayerful  man, — even  that  blessed  Spirit  who  '■  Usil- 
■  eth  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  know  not,  and  imlt- 
eth  darkness  hght  before  them,  and  crooked  ihi^ 
straight."  The  Spirit  directed  Philip — ■'  Cio  oat, 
and  join  thyself  to  this  chanol."  The  Spirit  ensiled 
him  to  speak  a  word  in  season, — and  tbc  Spirit  g»v 
the  hearing  ear  and  the  understanding  heart;  mi 
then,  when  tlie  work  was  done,  he  withdrew  ^ 
hamaa  agent  to  foUuw  his  Master's  service  in  anodv 
ptare.  Such  was  the  agency  employed  for  the  io- 
structton  of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch.  And  tan  «e 
consider  it  iu  connection  witii  the  circumstance*  yiiuA 
have  been  described,  without  ri^aidrng  it  as  a  *ay 
affecting  proof  of  the  solicitude  with  which  Ood  cant 
for  every  inquiring  soul,  and  a  most  encuuritgiog  M- 
filment  of  Gorl's  promise, — "  Then  shall  ye  kiiaw,  if 
ye  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord  ? " 

But  while  the  ministry,  both  of  an  angel  and  •■ 
evangelist,  and  the  agency  of  the  Ifoly  Spirit,  s* 
esprestjly  declared  to  have  been  employed  on  ibv 
occasion,  you  will  observe,  that  the  means  liy  wlucb 
his  conversion  was  eSccted.  was  simply  the  tiuth  mt 
i-,  in  Ji'Bus.      And  herein  it  reaeuihles  the 
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of  every  other  sinner.  Having  mentioned  that  the 
place  of  the  Scriptures  which  he  read  was  the  53d 
chapter  of  Isaiah,  the  narrative  adds  (ver.  35),  "  Then 
Philip  opened  his  mouth  and  hegan  at  the  same  Scrip- 
ture, and  preached  unto  him  Jesus,**  It  were  easy  to 
show,  by  an  analysis  of  that  chapter,  that  it  afforded 
ample  materials  for  a  full  exposition  of  the  Gospel ; 
for  it  is  an  eminent*  prediction  of  (^Iiriat — a  prediction 
so  full,  indeed,  and  yet  so  minute  and  circumstantial, 
that  the  enemies  of  our  feith  have  declared  that  it 
must  he  regarded  as  a  history  rather  than  as  a  pro- 
phecy. It  predicts  almost  every  fact,  and  sets  forth 
every  doctrine  connected  with  the  person,  the  offices, 
and  the  work  of  Christ,  as — the  unbelief  of  the  Jews, 
ver.  1 ;  the  reason  of  that  imbelief,  ver.  2  ;  the  suffer- 
ings and  rejection  of  Christ,  vor.  3  ;  the  cause  of  his 
sufferings,  ver.  4,  5,  6 ;  the  patience  of  the  Sufferer, 
ver.  7 ;  the  condemnation  and  death  of  Christ,  ver.  8  ; 
his  burial,  ver.  9 ;  his  resurrection,  ver.  1 0 ;  his  re- 
ward, ver.  11 ;  and  the  reason  of  his  reward  and  the 
end  of  his  death,  ver.  12.  All  this  was  predicted  by 
the  prophet ;  and  the  apostle  could  tell  how  minutely 
it  was  fulfilled  in  the  person  and  history  of  Jesus. 

III.  In  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  change  which 
was  then  wrought  on  the  Ethiopian,  and  the  practi- 
cal results  which  flowed  from  it,  I  apprehend  that  it 
properly  consisted  in  his  believing  that  "  Jesus  is  the 
Christ" — in  so  believing  this,  as  that  he  received  and 
embraced  him  in  all  the  fulness  of  his  offices  as  the 
Lord's  Anointed.  For,  on  asking  to  be  baptized — a 
request  which  plainly  implies  that  he  had  b^evim- 


stracted  in  tlie  nature  and  emblematic  meaning  of  ihat 
sacred  rite,  and  also  felt  that  lie  needed  to  ''  wash  awij 
his  sins" — Philip  said,  "  If  thou  believest  with  *11 
thine  heart,  thou  maj-est ;"  and  he  answered  and  Siwi 
"  I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  ihe  Son  of  God."  Tlis 
confession  of  faith,  short  and  simple  as  it  is,  contsiw 
the  sum  and  substance  of  alt  Gospel  truth. 

The  immediate  eiFect  of  his  faith  was  a  request  thai 
he  might  be  baptized  ;  and  his  baptism  is  at  oatt  a 
manifestation  of  his/aitA,  and  also  a  proof  of  his  nnr 
obedience  and  submission  to  the  authority  of  CliMt. 
He  was  not  ashamed  to  own,  by  this  visible  act,  hs 
attachment  to  Cluist  and  the  Gospel. 

Being  baprized,  ■'  he  went  on  his  way  tejoicing,*— 
he  felt  that  the  Gospel  was  glad  tidings  of  great  jo;; 
fiom  the  instant  when  he  believed  it,  it  became  the 
joy  and  the  rejoicing  of  his  heart )  and,  doubtl«s 
"the  joy  of  the  Lord  was  his  strength,"  fitting  himfiif 
the  right  discharge  of  every  commanded  duty,  and  tbf 
patient  endurance  of  every  appointed  trial, — eo  thai 
he  "  could  run  in  the  way  of  his  commandmenlBi 
when  God  had  enlarged  his  heart." 

We  learn  finm  this  interesting  narrative,  that  Ood 
is  no  respecter  of  persons,  but  thai  menof  every  natiMt. 
and  colour,  and  clime,  may  become  partakers  of  tnf 
grace ; — that  a  long  preparatory  work  often  precedes  ■ 
sinner's  conversion ; — that  a  conscientious  and  prayer- 
ia\  spirit  is  a  hopeful  symptom  ; — that  this  may  exitf 
where  as  yet  there  is  little  light  ;~(hat  a  unn«r's  cir- 
cumstances, however  unfavourable,  are  no  bar  to  ki» 
^ro^ess,  if  only  he  aeeV  an!  iAiV.to\  ft«  A^«c:daii  and 
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blessing  of  God ; — ^that  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus"  is 
the  simple  means  of  conversion ; — ^that  the  Gospel  is 
glad  tidings,  and  no  sooner  is  it  belieyed  than  the  sin- 
ner may  ^*'go  on  his  way  r^oicing" — for  it  is  capable 
of  imparting  inmiediate  peace  and  joy  in  believing; — 
that  abundance  of  privileges  may  fail  ia  working  that 
change  which  may  be  brought  about  in  more  unfa- 
vourable circumstances,  for  the  Ethiopian  left  Jeru- 
salem imconverted,  and  was  converted  in  a  desert ; — 
that  a  diligent  attention  to  the  means  of  grace,  accom- 
panied with  prayer,  will  sooner  or  later  be  crowned 
with  a  blessing ;  and  yet, — ^that  an  inquiring,  prayer- 
ful, and  exemplary  man,  may  need  to  undergo  a  great 
spiritual  change. 
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At  (he  period  of  our  Lord's  advent,  there  tmuA 
amongst  the  Jews  tbe  same  diversities  of  opinion  wid 
character  as  are  found  amongst  ourselves  at  the  prcKOl 
Aay,  and  the  men  to  whom  he  preached  were  in  Ten 
different  states  of  preparation  for  the  Gospel  of  (be 
kingdom.  There  were  Sadducecs  then,  as  there  lie 
sceptics  now,  who  doubled  or  disbelieved  the  trutli 
as  it  had  been  revealed  bj  Moses  and  the  propheU; 
there  were  Pharisees  then,  as  there  are  fomulisls 
now,  who  rested  in  the  form,  whilst  they  denied  llw 
power  of  godliness;  there  were  Pilates,  who  asked, 
"  What  is  truth  V"  and  Gallios,  who  "  cared  for  none 
of  these  things  j" — but  there  were  also  not  a  few  whose 
hearts  the  Lord  had  touched,  and  who  wailed,  in&itb 
and  hope,  for  "  the  consolation  of  Israel."  There  woe 
such  men  bolhamong  the  Jewsand  Gentiles.  Abko^ 
the  Jews  we  read  of  Zacharius,  and  his  wife  EIi»- 
beth,  "  who  were  Woth  righteous  before  God,  wallddg 
in  all  the  commandments  aiA  cA^uivmce^a  of  tlte  Loid 
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blameless;" — and  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  whose 
song  breathes  the  spirit  of  genuine  piety,  when  she 
excliiimed,  "  My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  roy 
spirit  hath  rejoiced  inGod  my  Saviour  ;"^ — and  Simeon, 
of  whom  it  is  said,  that  "  the  same  man  was  just  and 
deTout,  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel:  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  upon  him  ;" — and  Anna  the  pro- 
phetess, a  widow  of  about  four  score  and  four  years, 
who  departed  not  from  the  (pmple,  but  served  God 
with  fastings  and  prayers  night  and  day,  and  spake 
of  Christ  to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemption  in 
Jerusalem ;" — and  Nathaniel,  of  whom  our  Lord  him- 
self said,  ''  Behold  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is 
no  guile  1"  And  among  the  Geutik's,  wo  read  of  the 
Ethiopian  who  came  up  to  Jerusalem  to  worship,  and 
on  his  return  read  in  his  chariot  the  book  of  Isiiiah  the 
prophet ; — eudofComelius,  a  Romnn  centurion,  and  a 
devout  soldier  who  waited  upon  him, — '^a  devout  man, 
and  one  that  feared  God  with  all  his  house,  who  gave 
much  alms  to  the  people,  and  prayed  to  God  alway." 
In  these  cases  we  have  a  most  precious  exemplifica- 
tion of  (he  sp  'tual  I'fe  h'  h  sfli  existed  ia  the 
bosom  of  the  Je  sh  Churcl  und  of  the  blessed  fraits 
which  had  spmn;,  from  the  f  (h  o!  the  Old  Testa- 
ment; and  it  s  del  gh  ful  to  d  sco  e  such  instances 
of  genuuie  pietv  n  tl  e  re  red  valks  of  private  life, 
at  a  time  wlien  the  r  na  onal  ch  ri  ter  had  been  sadly 
deteriorated,  and  the  scribes,  and  rulers,  and  Pharisees 
had  made  the  commandment  of  God  of  none  efleet 
by  their  traditions.  There  was  still  amongst  them  a 
blessed  lenwaat — a  peculiar  people,  who  cWtysWA.  'Cae 
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faith,  and  walked  in  tte  footsteps  of  fiiithful  Abr.i- 
ham.  And  it  is  deeply  interesting  to  mark,  that,  as 
ihey  were  prepared,  on  the  one  hand,  by  their  spiri- 
tual acquaintance  tvith  the  truth  as  it  had  been  revealed 
in  the  Old  Testament,  for  the  reception  of  any  other 
revelation  which  God  might  he  pleased  to  make ; 
God  was  pleased  to  manifest  the  utmost  care  for  them, 
and  to  girethem  the  earliest  and  best  opportunities  of 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jean 
thereby  fulfilling  the  law  of  his  spiritual  administra- 
tion :  "  To  him  that  hath  shall  he  given,  and  he  shall 
have  more  abundantly ;  while  from  him  that  hath  not, 
shall  he  taken  away  that  which  he  seemeth  to  haTR." 

Of  this  we  have  a  very  remarkable  instance  in  the 
narrative  which  relates  to  the  eKperience  of  Cornelius, 
at  the  (ime  when  he  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
fiill  truth  of  the  Gospel,  and  a  change  was  wroiight 
upon  him,  which  cannot,  I  think,  be  considered  a 
case  of  conversiiin,  for  he  was  already  a  devout  be- 
liever,— but  as  a  case  of  advancement,  or  of  transla- 
tion from  the  lower  form  of  the  Jewish  to  the  higher 
form  of  the  Christian  faith,  but  still  in  the  same 
school  and  under  the  same  teacher.  This  will  become 
apparent,  if  we  consider, 

I.  His  state  and  character  previous  to  the  t 
when  this  change  occurred.  He  was  by  hirth  a  Gen- 
tile— by  profession  a  soldier ;  but  notwithstanding  the 
disadvantages  to  which  he  was  thus  subjected,  he  liad 
become  a  proselyte  to  the  Jewish  faith,  and  believed  in 
and  worshipped  "  the  one  only,  the  living  and  true 
God."     His  character  U  th\i%  described — "  a  devout 
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man,  and  one  that  feared  God  with  all  his  house, 
which  gare  much  alms  to  the  people,  and  prayed  to 
God  alwaj ;  ^  and  again,  ^^  a  just  man,  and  one  that 
feareth  Grod,  and  of  good  report  among  all  the  nations 
of  the  Jews."  I  need  not  dwell  on  the  proof  which 
these  words  afford  of  his  heing  a  heliever  in  the  Jew- 
ish religion,  and  a  worshipper  of  the  true  God.  Suf* 
fice  it  to  say,  that  such  language  is  never  applied  in 
Scripture  to  any  idolater  or  heathen ;  and  that  his  was 
not  a  mere  natural  religion,  appears  f^om  its  heing 
iacidentallj  mentioned,  that  ^'at  the  i|pth  hour  of 
the  day,  he  was  praying  in  his  house," — the  hour  of 
erening  sacrifice  among  the  Jews,  when  such  as  were 
not  present  at  the  temple  prayed  at  home,  as  we  read, 
"Peter  and  John  went  up  together  into  the  temple, 
at  the  hour  of  prayer^  being  the  ninth  hour/'  And 
as  he  conformed  to  the  Jewish  worship,  so  it  is  eyi 
dent  that  his  prayers  were  addressed  to  the  God  of 
Israel, — and  not  only  so,  but  that  they  were  accepted 
of  him,  for  the  angel  said  to  him,  "  Thy  prayers  and 
thine  alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God," 
whence  we  infer  that  he  must  have  been  a  genuine 
belieyer,  and  a  justified  man,  for  "  without  fuith  it  is 
impossible  to  please  God ;  for  he  that  cometh  to  God, 
must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  seek  him."  He  was  acquainted, 
then^  with  God's  revealed  truth,  as  it  had  been  made 
known  by  Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  had  embraced 
it  with  a  lively  faith  which  led  him  to  fast  and  pray,  and 
to  care  for  the  religious  instruction  of  his  family, — and 
lovii^  God,  he  loved  his  neighbour  also,  for  he  ^^^ 
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much,  alms  to  tie  people ;  nay,  it  would  aeem  thrt 
he  was  not  altogether  ignorant  of  the  Gospel  itsdl, 
although  he  had  not  been  fully  instructed  or  firndj 
established  in  -the  belief  of  its  truth  ;  for  when  Pe« 
came  to  him,  he  said,  "The  word  which  God  B«t 
imto  the  children  of  Israel,  preaching  peace  by  Jeno 
Christ  (he  is  Lord  of  all) :  that  word,  ye  know,  wild 
was  published  througlioat  all  Judea,  and  began  (inn 
Galilee,  after  the  baptism  which  -John  preached."  Tf» 
are  to  consider  him,  I  apprehend,  as  a  Gentile  pK>^^ 
lyte  to  the  i^ewish  faith,  who,  without  submitting  to 
the  rite  of  circumcision, — for  we  learn  that  he  "«• 
uncircumcisi^d,  from  the  objeption  to  Peter's  condnct, 
which  was  afterwards  founded  on  this  consideratieo, 
— did  nevertheless  embrace  the  faith  of  the  Jewid 
Church,  and  worship  the  God  of  Ismel,  being  encai^ 
aged,  doubtless,  by  the  gracious  provision  which  W 
been  made  for  the  admission  of  straiiffers  to  a  partilt 
pation  in  ita  privileges  (2  Kings  viii.  41 ;  laa.  Iri,  8); 
and  as  a  devout  and  conscientious  ninu,  wbo  acted  if 
to  the  light  he  had,  and  waited  for  more, — li 
to  the  repirts  which  had  reached  him  of  the  r 
aud  preaching  of  Jceub,  but  without  having  yet 
at  a  clear  apprehension  or  certain  belief  of  the  GM* 
pel.  And  ou  the  whole,  he  may  be  regarded 
believer,  in  the  same  sense  in  which  Abr;i1iara  i 
believer,  or  the  cloud  of  witnesses  mentioned  ii 
1 1th  of  the  Hebrews,  who  "  all  died  in  &ith,  INl 
having  received  the  promises,  but  having  seen  the* 
afar  off,  and  were  persuaded  of  them,  and  embnctd 
tiein,   and   coafesaei  tWt  iXic-j  -wttt  w.TMi^Mi  and 
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pilgrims  on  the  earth  ;"  and  heing  a  heliever,  he 
was  justified  and  accepted,  as  they  were,  hy  faith  in 
God's  covenant  promise;  nay,  as  many  were  who, 
like  himself,  were  not  Jews,  hut  sinners  of  the  Gen- 
tiles,— for  there  was  a  promise  before  the  law  was 
giTen,  even  the  first  promise,  that  ^^  the  seed  of  the 
woman  should  hruise  the  serpents  head;"  and  that 
promise,  with  the  accompanying  rite  of  sacrifice  which 
piefigared  ^^  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of 
tfae  world,"  afforded  a  sufficient  object  of  faith,  and  a 
wEd  ground  of  hope,  to  many  who  had  no  natural 
ocNuiection  with  Abrahiim  and  his  family.  By  this 
fiuth  Melchizedek  was  justified,  and  Jethro  the  father- 
in-law  of  Moses,  and  Rahab  before  she  had  any  inte- 
rest in  Israel,-^nay,  Abraham  himself,  before  he  was 
circumcised ;  for,  says  the  apostle,  "  faith  was  reckon- 
ed to  Abraham  for  righteousness.  How  was  it  then 
reckoned  ?  when  he  was  in  circumcision,  or  in  un- 
circumcision  ?  Not  in  circumcision,  but  in  uncircum- 
cision.  And  he  received  the  sign  of  circumcision,  a 
seal  of  the  righteousness  of  the  faith  which  he  had 
yet  being  uncircumcised,  that  he  might  be  the  father 
of  all  them  that  believe,  though  they  be  not  circum- 
cised, that  righteousness  might  be  imputed  unto  them 
also :  and  the  father  of  circumcision  to  them  who  are 
not  of  the  circumcision  only,  but  who  also  walk  in  the 
steps  of  that  faith  of  our  father  Abraham,  which  he 
had  heing  yet  uncircumcised."  Such  seems  to  have 
been  the  state  of  Cornelius  previous  to  the  events 
which  are  recorded  in  the  chapter  before  us ;  but  here 
a  question  may  arise, — If  he  was  already  a  believer  and 


I 
I 

I 


attj  eadsted  for  aav  cboogc 
neh  a»  ia  here  desoibed,  and  e^Kciallr  for  th»  ^m- 
[doyiaent  of  agcncjr  so  rmoaa  atti  so  csmnrdiiuirT  » 
is  Rud  to  )are  been  pat  in  mottoa  fiir  his  insiracttin 
and  improTemoit  ?  Some  bare  snjtposed,  tluit  hoi 
be  dieJ  in  his  present  state  he  miist  hare  perished,' 
— founding  mainlv  on  an  expression  whicb  occur  in 
the  following  chapter,  where  Peter,  reliearEiDg  wbsl 
had  occurred,  represents  the  angel  as  baring  gaid  W 
Cornelius,  "  Send  men  to  Joppa,  and  call  for  Simon, 
nhose  surname  ia  Peter,  vho  shall  lell  thee  work 
whereby  thou  and  all  thj  house  ihail he  aaced'  Hen* 
it  has  been  inferred  (hat  he  had  sot  yet  aequircd  « 
Baring  knowledge  of  divine  truth,  nor  entered  on  n 
state  of  acceptance  with  God ;  but  I  apprehend  tht 
expression  admits  of  being  understood  in  a  WW 
which  does  not  necessarily  imply  what  is  thus  ascribed 
to  it,  white  tbe  whole  description  which  is  giren  4 
his  character  seems  rery  plainly  to  imply  tbe  rewW.t 
The  centurion,  we  believe,  was  at  thut  time  in  a  sW* 
o(  transition  from  the  Jewish  to  the  C'hrisrian  faillil 
and  the  change  which  now  occurred  in  his  riem 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  bis  advancement  from  wi  im- 
perfect to  a  more  perfect  state,  rather  than  as  hi*  fiiM 
conversion  to  Ood.  lie  underwent  precisely  the  tam* 
change  which  was  wrought  on  all  the  devout  Jews  id» 
"  looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem,"  and  '■  waitri 
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for  the  coiiaolation  of  Israel^"  when  haying  long  ex- 
pected the  promised  Messiah,  they  were  led  to  believe 
that  Jesos  was  he.    That  God  would  send  a  deliverer, 
was  the  subject  of  their  faith  as  Jews, — that  ^'  Jesus 
was  the  Christ,"  became  the  subject  of  their  fiuth  as 
Christians.    Before  he  knew  Christ,  and  while  as  yet 
under  the  influence  of  prejudice,  he  was  saying,  ^^  Can 
any  good  thing  come  out  of  Galilee  ?  "  Nathaniel  was 
^an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  was  no  guile;"  but 
when  Jesus  spoke  to  him,  and  convinced  him  of  his 
omniscient  knowledge  by  a  few  simple  words,  he  be- 
lieved and  exclaimed,  "  Rabbi !  thou  art  the  Son  of 
God ;  thou  art  the  king  of  Israel."    Just  such  was 
the  change  which  was  wrought  on  Cornelius,  the 
devout  Gentile  believer ;  and  it  was  needful  that  such 
a  change  should  be  effected,  for  two  reasons^—onc  of 
which  was  personal  to  himself,  the  other  of  a  more 
public  nature.     It  was  necessary  for  himself  that  he 
diould.now  believe  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus :  it  was 
no  longer  true  that  God  would  send  a  deliverer — the 
Deliverer  had  already  come ;  and  from  the  time  of  his 
advent  it  became  necessary  to  believe  and  acknow- 
ledge that  "  Jesus  is  the  Christ."    Had  he  died  before 
Christ's  advent,  or  even  after  his  advent,  but  before 
he  had  any  sufficient  information  on  the  subject,  he 
might  have  been  saved  as  Abraham  was,  and  all  the 
Mthful  children  of  Abraham  were,  by  the  faith  of 
what  God  had  promised  to  the  fathers ;  but  had  he 
rejected  Christ,  or  refused  to  believe  in  him,  when  he 
had  been  fully  informed  of  all  that  he  did  and  taught, 
his  unbelief  would  have  been  fatal,  not  onlv  because 
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it  rejected  the  Saviour,  Lut  also  because  it  indicated 
the  absence  of  that  spirit  of  faith  in  the  tnie  meaning 
of  the  Old  Tealaroent  itself,  which,  wlierever  it  eiot- 
ed,  was  invariably  found  to  embrace  the  Gospel  when 
it  was  first  prockimed.  There  was  an  aflinity  lielwiit 
the  faith  of  a  spiritual  Jew  or  proselyte,  nnd  the  feilli 
of  the  New  Testament ;  in  viriue  of  whicli,  the  <m 
led  on  to  the  other,  anil  found  in  it,  not  a  new  crwd. 
hut  the  completion — ihe  perfecting  of  the  old  ant- 
— But  the  events  which  are  recorded  in  this  ehapta 
were  not  designed  exclusively,  nor,  perhaps,  chieilT, 
for  the  personal  benefit  of  Cornelius  and  his  familj; 
they  were  designed  to  subserve  an  end  tyf  the  higbol 
importance,  and  of  a.  public  nature,  with  reference  to- 
the  Church  at  large, — to  make  it  manifest  that  lb*' 
"middle  wall  of  partiUon,"  which  hud  long  divided  fte 
Jews  from  the  Gentiles,  had  been  tHlcen  down, — tU' 
in  Christ  "  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  cirenn 
dsion  nor  uneircumcision,  bond  nor  free,  but  Chiiit 
all  and  in  all," — and  that  the  Christian  Church  wm  i 
be  truly  Catholic,  as  comprehensive  of  all  nntioni  ani' 
peoples  and  tongues, — tbe  Gentiles  being  admitted  Ol' 
an  equal  footing  with  the  Jews  to  a  participation  ali/ti 
hoheat  privileges,  and  a  share  in  its  highest  hopes. 

11.  This  leads  me  to  consider  the  circumstanco 
which  accomponiod,  and  the  means  which  eBtatti 
the  change  in.  the  centurion's  views  and  proleain; 
— when,  from  being  a  Jewish  proselyte,  he  bcesme  • 
Christian  convert.  In  the  accompanying  circuimtn- 
cea,  many  of  which  were  miraculous,  we  have  a  beait 
tifui  example  oE  tbi:  conviuTi'^'aw:  tH  t-axvnta  meatit 
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towards  the  aocomplishment  of  one  end,  such  as 
afibrds  a  most  interesting  illustration  of  the  working 
of  God's  proyidence.    For  one  day  at  Caesarea,  ahout 
75  miles  from  Jerusalem,  a  vision  appeared  to  Cor- 
idiua,  instructing  him  to  send  messengers  to  Joppa, 
and  to  call  for  one  Simon,  whose  surname  was  Peter. 
Next  daj,  while  the  messengers  were  on  their  way, 
Peter  went  up  to  the  house  top  to  pray,  ahout  the 
nxth  hour,  and  he  had  the  vision,  as  it  were,  of  a 
great  sheet  descending  from  heaven,  and  containing 
all  manner  of  heasts,  accompanied  with  the  command, 
*^ Arise,  P§ter,  kill  and  eat;"  and  when  he  objected, 
saying,  "  Not  so,  Lord,  for  I  have  never  eaten  any 
thing  common  or  unclean,"  the  voice  answered,  "What 
God  hath  cleansed,  that  call  not  thou  common : "  this 
was  done  thrice,  and  the  vessel  was  received  up  again 
into  heaven.     And  while  Peter  doubted  in  himself 
what  this  vision  which  he  had  seen  should  mean,  the 
messengers  arrived,  and  furnished,  unconsciously,  a 
key  for  its  explanation ;  for  their  "words  seem  inmie- 
diately  to  have  suggested  to  his  mind  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  vision,  as  appears  from  his  language,  when 
he  said  to  Cornelius  and  his  friends,  "  Ye  know  how 
that  it  is  an  unlawful  thing  for  a  man  that  is  a  Jew 
to  keep  company  or  come  unto  one  of  another  nation ; 
hut  God  hath  showed  me  that  I  should  not  call  any 
man  common  or  unclean."    And  when,  after  he  de- 
clared the  Gospel,  "  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all  them 
that  heard  the  word,  so  that  "  they  began  to  speak 
with  tongues  and  magnify  God,"  the  whole  purpose 
of  God  in  this  series  of  visions  was  made  clear, — even 
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that  the  Oentilea  should  be  admitted,  as  well  at  tlif 
Jews,  to  the  privileges  and  hopes  of  the  ChiigtiBD 
Church.  All  this  was  implied  in  the  viaion  of  tlie 
sheet  which  descended  from  heaven  and  cont^ed 
all  manner  of  four-footed  beasts, — for  the  distinction 
betwixt  clean  and  unclean  animals  had  been  purposalj 
adopted  as  a  mark  of  separation  betwixt  the  lem 
and  the  Gentiles,  as  we  learn  from  the  law  of  Muso, 
"  I  am  the  Lord  your  God,  who  have  separated  you 
from  all  other  people.  Ye  shall  therefitre  put  differ- 
ence between  clean  beasts  and  unclean,  and  bctwMO 
unclean  fowls  and  clean  :  and  ye  shall  not  makejoni 
souls  abominable  by  beast,  or  by  fowl,  or  by  Rnymao- 
ner  of  living  thing  that  creepeth  on  the  gruund,  whioti 
I  have  separated  from  you  as  unclean.  And  ye  thai 
be  holy  unto  me  :  for  I  the  Lord  am  toly,  and  ban 
severed  you  from  other  people,  that  ye  shoulil  be 
mine."  So  long  as  the  distinction  subsisted  belinti 
the  clean  and  the  unclean  beasts  and  fowls,  a  wallrf 
partition  iaterposed  to  divide  and  separate  the  Oo* 
tile  ftom  the  Jew ;  but  when  the  sheet  dcKtauU 
containing  all  manner  of  beasts,  and  creeping  thing)) 
and  fowls,  and  Peter  was  commanded  to  kill  and  eal. 
— and  when,  in  answer  to  his  objection,  tiiat  "lie  hi 
never  eaten  any  thing  common  or  unclean,"  be  ■» 
told,  "  What  God  hath  cleansed,  that  call  not  ihM 
common," — he  was  thereby  significantly  informed.  Ml 
merely  that  tht^  distinction  of  meats  should  now  ceM 
but  that  the  Old  Testament  dispensation  waa  |M- 
ing  away,  and  that  the  separation  betwixt  hy  toi 
Gentile,  which  thai  dwTmcUou  marked  and  teniW  •■ 


CORNELIUS.  331 

perpetuate,  was  now  to  be  completely  and  for  ever 
[kbolished.  And  tliis  great  lesson  was  taught  by  a 
scries  oi'  successive  events,  all  distinct  and  independeot 
of  each  other,  but  eoncurring  hy  a  laosl  marvellous 
soiacidence  to  the  accontplishment  of  the  same  end, — 
inflomiich,  that  the  apostle's  mind  must  have  been  as 
much  impressed  by  tbe  leadings  of  God's  providence 
as  by  the  express  declaration  of  his  will,  with  the 
belief  of  the  great  catholic  truth,  that  the  Christian 
Church  was  to  comprehend  both  Jew  and  Gentilci 
and  that  they  were  all  "  one  in  Christ." 

While  these  ciicumstanceB  accompanied,  and  were 
Bubservient  to  the  change  which  was  wrought  on  his 
views  aiid  sentiments,  the  means  by  which  it  was  pro- 
perly eflecCed,  was  the  truth,  declared  by  the  apostle, 
and  applied  bj  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  message  which 
Peter  dehvered  was,  in  all  respects,  suitable  to  bia  case. 
It  contained  ( I .)  an  unequivocal  recognition  ofCorna- 
H*ts,  and  olher  believing  Gentiles,  as  belonging  to  the 
Church  of  God,  and  accepted  of  Him.  "  Then  Peter 
epened  his  mouth,  and  said,  Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that 
God  is  no  respecter  of  persons ;  but  in  every  nation  he 
thatfeareth  him,  andworketh  righteousness,  is  accepted 
of  bim."  In  these  words  the  apostle  clearly  intimates 
the  deUghtfiil  truth,  that  the  Church  of  God  is  catholic, 
and  comprehends  all  believers,  of  whatever  country, 
colour,  or  clime, — a  truth  which  the  Jews  and  the 
apostles  themselves  were  slow  to  entertain,  and  which 
probably  had  first  been  carried  home  to  tlic  mind  of 
Peter  by  the  memorable  incidents  recorded  in  the 
if>ter  before  ufi.     Peter  ivas  employed  on  tAiat  occa- 
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aon,  and  was  Uie  appoioted  agent  tD  eB««tiiig  a  great 
change  in  the  conatitntion  of  the  Church,  bj  tlie  ad' 
nuBsion  of  Gendles  to  tbe  privilege  of  baptism ;  m 
that,  were  the  words  of  our  Lord,  when  he  said, 
"  Thon  art  Peter,  and  on  this  rock  will  I  build  nf 
Church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  iihall  not  preroit  againn 
her,"  cnnsiJered  as  having  some  reference  to  the  fa- 
8on,  as  well  as  to  the  confession,  of  that  aposOe,  we 
should  find  a  Eofficient  fulfilment  of  the  predicticniD 
the  fact,  that  Peter  ivas  actually  emptojed  to  fomd 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  had  thus  a  distinguisW 
pre-eminence,  although  he  could  claim  no  primaef 
over  the  rest  of  the  apostles.  But  howcrer  this  m«f 
he,  it  is  clear  that  Peter  now  underHlood  and  dedaicd 
the  great  truth,  that  the  middle  wall  of  partitiOD  !«- 
twixt  Jews  and  Gentiles  was  removed,  and  that,  "m 
every  nation  he  that  feareth  God,  and  worketh  n^- 
teousness,  is  accepted  of  him." 

Plia  words,  however,  on  this  memorable  occanoB 
have'heen  grievously  perverted  ;  and  several foUt  if 
fetences  have  been  drawn  from  them.  Some,  con- 
sidering Cornelius  as  a  Gentile,  and  founding  onus 
declared  acceptance  with  God,  have  inferred  thesnfi- 
cicncy  of  mere  natural  religion,  and  the  indiStaeii^, 
or  non-importance,  of  all  varieties  of  creeds,  provided 
only  they  who  profess  them  be  sincere.  This  inoo- 
strouE  heresy,  which  prevails  so  extensively  in  tbe 
wori'l,  aud  which  has  sometimes  been  presented  DiA 
the  fascinations  of  poetry,  to  the  public  mind, — 
"  For  fortiw  of  faith  lot  senseleaa  bigotB  fight, 
His  ftiitli  uannot  Vii;  wiD«g,wVoaaUfeis  iu  the  righl,"- 
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is  utterij  repudiated  by  eveiy  Christian  mind  which 
really  believes  the  truth,  and  appreciates  the  value  of 
the  Grospel.  The  Church  of  England  does  not  hesitate 
to  say,  in  her  Articles,  "  that  they  are  to  be  held  ac- 
cursed who  presume  to  say,  that  every  man  shall  be 
saved  by  the  law  or  sect  which  he  professeth,  so  that 
he  be  diligent  to  frame  his  life  according  to  that  law, 
and  the  light  of  nature ;"  and,  most  assuredly,  the 
sentiment  which  is  here  so  pointedly  denounced,  de- 
rives no  support  or  countenance  from  the  case  of  Cor- 
nelius. For  the  religion  of  Cornelius  was  not  derived 
solely,  nor  even  chiefly,  from  the  volume  of  Nature : 
it  was  drawn  from  the  revelation  of  God's  truth  in 
the  Old  Testament  Scriptures,  with  which  he  had  be- 
come acquainted  during  his  residence  in  Palestine,  and 
which  had  already  converted  him  from  the  Gentile  to 
the  Jewish  faith ;  and,  so  far  from  representing  the 
knowledge  and  belief  of  the  truth  as  a  matter  of  in- 
difference, the  narrative  shows  with  what  solicitude 
and  care  God  provided  for  the  farther  instruction  of 
Cornelius,  with  a  view  to  his  advancement,  when  he 
vouchsafed  a  series  of  supernatural  visions,  and  em- 
ployed the  ministry  of  Peter,  and  granted  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  in  order  that  the  Jewish  proselyte 
might  become  a  Christian  convert — a  baptized  profes- 
sor of  the  Gospel.  When,  therefore,  the  apostle  says, 
"  Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons ;  but  in  every  nation  he  that  feareth  him,  and 
worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted  of  him,"  he  did 
not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  privileges  of  salvation 
were  extended  indiscriminately  to  ail  men^  V\\!tvQ»w\. 


reference  to  their  reb'giiniB  creed,  as  if  they  roiglillic 
Bafe  under  any  form  of  natural  religion,  while  &fj 
were  ignorant  of  the  Gospel ;  but  simply  that  thtw 
privileges,  and  tlie  knowledge  and  &ith  with  which 
they  are  inseparably  connected,  were  not  confined  tu 
the  nation  of  Ibe  Jews,  but  extended  to  true  convcits 
from  every  nation  under  beaven. 

Still  less  does  the  narrative  afford  any  coimtenaiwe 
to  another  erroneous  opinion  which  it  haa  Bomelima 
been  employed  to  support, — the  opinion,  thalamorii/ 
life  will  render  a  man  acceptable  to  God,  independ- 
ently of  religion  ;  and  that  it  matters  lill]e  whetlis 
lie  be  religious  or  no,  provided  only  his  conduct  be 
decent  and  exemplary.  For  whatever  virtues  are  here 
ascribed  to  Cornelius — his  justice,  Lis  charity,  and  hii 
social  respectability, — were  the  fruits  of  religiooB  ptiiv- 
ciple,  and  inscparahly  combined  with  the  fear  of  Oodi 
and  the  faith  of  divine  truth,  and  the  habit  of  prsyo: 
so  that  those  men  of  mere  moralily,  who,  from  tuste 
or  education,  or  the  influence  of  vvorldly  prudmce,M 
the  example  of  others,  maintain  a  decent  exienoi, 
while  they  arc  utterly  irreligious,  and  live  without 
prayer  and  without  God  in  the  world,  cannot  JDMly 
found  any  hope  of  acceptance  on  the  case  of  Comtliiu, 
of  whom  it  is  eaid,  that  he  was  a  devout,  or  gMj 
man,  "  and  one  that  feared  God  vrilh  all  liis  bouse,  W 
gave  much  alms  to  the  people,  and  pmyed  (o  Ood 

Nor  docs  this  narrative  afford  any  countenance  n 
the.  legal  or  self-righteous  doctrine,  which  represeitt 
the  graces  aad  v\rtu.*ia   o^   a  mana  OamaKyOT  as  the 


CORNELIUS.  335 

ground  of  his  acceptance  with  God.  It  is  true  that 
the  angel  refers  to  the  devotion,  and  the  alms,  and 
the  prayers  of  Cornelius,  and  declares  ''  that  the  j  had 
come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God," — just  as  we  learn 
that,  at  the  last  day,  the  Judge  will  refer  to  the  con 
duct  of  his  believing  people  in  feeding  the  hungry, 
and  clothing  the  naked,  as  the  proper  fruit  and  evi- 
dence of  their  faith  and  love ;  but  the  sole  ground  of 
their  acceptance  is  the  redemption  of  Christ ;  and 
torely  no  one  can  imagine,  that  the  good  qualities 
which  are  here  ascribed  to  Cornelius,  were  the  meri- 
torious cause  of  his  salvation,  when  Peter  was  sent  to 
speak  to  him  as  a  sinner,  and  to  tell  him  that,  'through 
Christ's  name,  whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  re- 
ceive  remission  of  sins,"  The  prayers  and  the  alms 
of  Cornelius  are  not  referred  to  as  being  the  grounds 
of  his  pardon — for  that  rested  solely  on  the  redemp- 
tion of  Christ — but  as  being  the  evidences  of  his  faith 
in  the  promise  of  a  Saviour  ;  a  faith  which  God  gra- 
ciously rewarded  by  making  known  to  him  the  fulfil- 
ment of  that  promise  in  the  person  of  Christ. 

The  message  of  Peter,  while  it  contained  an  une- 
quivocal recognition  of  Cornelius,  and  other  Gentile 
believers,  as  belonging  to  the  Church  of  God,  pre- 
sented also  to  his  mind  (2.)  a  summary  of  Gospel 
truihy  accompanied  with  its  appropriate  evidence^ 
with  the  view  of  convincing  him  that  "  what  God  had 
promised  to  the  fathers,"  he  had  so  fulfilled  in  the 
person  of  Christ.  The  Gospel  properly  consists  in 
the  doctrine  of  Christ,  in  his  person,  offices,  work,  and 
reward ;  and  all  these  points  of  Gospel  tmlV  as^  "^x^- 
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sented  in  the  short,  hut  comprehensive  statement  of 
the  apostle.  He  intimates  the  personal  dignity  of 
Christ  — "  He  is  Lord  of  all ;"  his  humiliation^  as 
"  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ;"  his  divine  mission — ^for  "  God 
sent  the  Word  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  preaching 
peace  by  Jesus  Christ ;"  his  divine  unction  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  whereby  he  became  the  Christ,  the  Lord's 
Anointed  —  for  "  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power ;  his  holy  life^ 
and  beneficent  ministry  —  "  who  went  about  doing 
good,  and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devil, 
for  God  was  with  him  ;"  his  miraculous  power — "  for 
we  are  witnesses  of  all  things  which  he  did,  both  m 
the  land  of  the  Jews  and  in  Jerusalem ;"  his  igno- 
minious and  painful  death — "  whom  they  slew,  and 
hanged  on  a  tree ;"  his  resurrection  from  the  dead, 
and  manifestation  to  his  disciples — "  Him  God  raised 
up  the  third  day,  and  showed  him  openly,  not  to  all 
the  people,  but  unto  witnesses  chosen  before  of  God ; 
even  to  us,  who  did  eat  and  drink  with  him  after  he 
rose  from  the  dead ;  his  commission  to  the  apostles 
— "  He  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people,  and 
to  testify  that  it  is  he  who  was  ordained  of  God  to  be 
the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead ;"  and,  finally,  tlie  sum 
and  substance  of  the  Gospel — the  same  Gospel  which 
had  been  preached  beforehand  to  Abraham,  but  was 
now  more  fully  unfolded — "  To  him  gave  all  the  pro- 
phets witness,  that  through  his  name  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins."  Even 
this  brief  analysis,  without  any  detailed  exposition,  of 
Peter  s  address,  may  su£&ce  to  iliow  how  pregnant  it  is 
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with  all  Gospel  truth,  and  how  adtnirabljr  suitable  to 
the  case  of  Cornelius.  He  was  a  devout  man,  a  prose- 
lyte to  the  Jewish  faith,  and  one  that  waited  ibr  the 
consolation  of  Israel,  He  had  even  heard — for  the 
spostlespeats  of  him  as  "knowing" — the  Word  which 
God  sent  unto  tJie  children  of  Israel,  preaching  peace 
by  Jeans  Christ ;  but  probably  he  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  satisfying  himself  aa  to  the  truth  of 
the  Gospel,  and  was  waiting,  in  a  prayerful  spirit,  for 
&rtlier  instruction,  and  clearer  light.  And  while  he 
waited  and  prayed,  God  sent  (his  messj^e,  and  pre- 
pared the  way  for  it  by  those  visions,  first  to  himself, 
and  afterwards  to  Peter,  which  afford  such  an  affect- 
ing proof  of  God's  solicitude  and  cai'e  for  every  humble 
inquirer.  And  the  message  was,  in  every  respect, 
suited  to  his  case ;  for  it  made  known  (o  him  the 
meaning  and  substance  of  the  Gospel,  of  which  it  con- 
tains two  brief,  but  most  comprehensive  summaries — 
being  described,  in  the  one,  as  God's  prodamalion  of' 
peace  throu/fh  Ji-sus  Chriil  (ver.  3(i);  and,  in  the 
other,  aa  a  message  which  declares,  "  that  through  his 
name,  u^hogoever  believelk  in  him  shall  receive  remis- 
tion  of  aim ;" — and,  secondly,  it  made  knomi  to  him 
the  evidence  by  which  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  is 
o^ified  as  of  divine  and  infallible  authority ;  for  he 
appeals  to  God's  testimony,  who  "anointed  him  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,"  and  who  was  with  him  in  his  mighty 
works ; — to  the  testimony  of  the  apostles,  who  were 
eye-witnesses  uf  his  miracles,  aqd  conversed  with  him 
after  his  resurrection  ; — and  to  the  concurrent  witness 
of  ancieut /irophccj,  for  "  the  testimooj"  o?  3ea\iaw 
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the  spirit  of  prophecy."  And,  when  tliU  reference  to 
the  evidence  which  arises  from  God's  testimony,  and 
that  of  his  inspired  apostles  and  prophets,  was  imme- 
diately followed  up  hy  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ohoit. 
—insomuch,  that  "  while  Peter  yet  Epabe,  the  Hdii 
Ghost  fell  on  all  them  which  heard  the  Word ;  so  tlist 
they  of  the  circumcision  which  believed  were  aibiii- 
ished,  as  many  as  came  with  Peter,  because  that  OB 
the  Gentiles  also  was  poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Qhost;  for  they  heard  thcro  speak  with  tongues,  and 
magnify  God,"— need  we  wonder  that  Cornelius  ai 
once  emhraced  the  Gospel,  and  entered,  bj  baptism, 
into  the  Christian  Church? 

The  Holy  Spirit  was  the  agent  by  whom  ComeliiH 
was  convinced  and  established ;  partly  by  his  iniiacii- 
louH  gifts,  which  are  no  doubt  intended  in  the  nans- 
tiye,  and  which  afforded  evidence  on  which  his  feidi 
might  securely  rest ;  hut  partly,  also,  hy  bis  ^iiitual 
grace,  accompanying  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  b/ 
which  he  was  enabled  to  believe  to  the  saving  of  tiii 
soul. 

Ill,  As  to  the  nature  of  the  change  which  wasno* 
wrought  on  the  mind  of  Cornelius,  and  its  practical 
results  in  his  life  and  conversation, — it  properly 
sisted  in  his  being  enabled  to  believe,  that  the  Mesaak 
whom  God  had  promised  to  the  fathers,  and  whoa, 
as  a  believer  in  Old  Testament  prophecy,  lie  had 
expected,  liad  actually  come,  and  that  Jesus  of  Nsw- 
retb  was  ho.  The  whole  of  Peter's  message  is  directed 
to  the  establishment  of  this  great  truth,  that 
is  the  Christ ;"  avid  l\\e  coTfl^x^tw.piftww  «?  t.Wt  tnilh. 
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in  its  fiill  Crospel  import,  constituted  the  change  which 
now  passed  on  the  mind  of  the  devout  centurion. 

In  the  case  of  one  who  had  previously  heen  so  consci- 
entious, and  whose  whole  character  was  consistent  with 
his  profession  as  a  Jewish  proselyte,  there  was  no  room 
for  such  a  striking  manifestation  of  the  change  which 
is  wrought  hy  conversion,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Phi-* 
lippian  gaoler,  or  even  of  Saul  of  Tarsus.  But  it  was, 
doubtless,  attended,  even  in  his  experience,  with  a  very 
great  and  happy  change  ;  for  not  only  is  it  said,  that 
^'he  was  baptized,"  in  token  alike  of  his  faith  in 
Christ,  and  his  submission  to  Christ's  command,  but 
he  and  his  household  ^*' gloi*iJied  God** 

We  have  here — a  beautiful  exemplification  of  the 
way  in  which  the  providence  of  God  works  in  differ- 
ent places,  on  the  same  plan,  and  for  the  same  object. 
Simultaneously  at  Joppaand  at  Caesarea,  God's  agency 
was  at  work  ;  and  the  coincidence  or  concurrence  of 
events  demonstrated  the  interposition  of  Him  "  who 
is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and  excellent  in  working/* — 
We  have  also  an  interesting  example  of  personal  and 
^Eunily  religion,  under  the  less  perfect  dispensation  of 
the  Old  Testament,  and  one  which  may  well  put  to 
shame  many  a  professor  enjoying  far  higher  privileges 
amongst  ourselves.  Cornelius  was  a  godly  man,  and 
he  carried  his  religion  into  his  family,  caring  for  the 
souls  of  those  who  were  committed  to  his  care :  "  he 
feared  God  with  all  his  house," — "  he  prayed  in  his 
house,"— he  had  "  a  devout  soldier  "  for  his  servant, 
— and  he  collected  his  whole  household  to  listen  to 
the  apostle,  saying,  "  Now,  therefore,  are  Yfe  aU  \\^^^ 
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preseot  before  God,  to  hear  all  things  that  are  cam- 
manded  thee  of  God," — Again,  the  case  of  Corneliiis 
affords  a  roemorable  proof  of  the  eSacacy  of  ptayer. 
and  how  much,  prajer  is  concernefl  in  the  advaMe- 
ment  of  belicTers,  ns  well  as  in  the  conversion  of  m- 
naa,  Comeliue  was  prajing  when.  "  the  man  in  briglit 
clothing  stood  before  him  ;"  Peter  was  praying  when 
the  sheet  descended  from  bearen ;  and  the  Centnrim'i 
IdnEfolk  and  fiiends  were  assembled  for  the  same  pvr- 
pow  when  Peter  amred. — But  the  great  end  of  all  tbc 
finons  and  events  recorded  in  this  chapter  was  tod»- 
dare  the  abolition  of  all  distinctions  betwixt  Jew  tai 
Gentile,  so  that  all  were  alike  welcome  lo  shnre  in  lk» 
hlessingsof  the  Gospel,  and  that  no  man  should  noirbt 
called  common  or  unclean.  The  inairuciion  of  Conr- 
lius  and  his  family,  inporlnnt  as  it  was.  was  not  lh( 
only,  nor  even  the  chief  object  of  God  in  this  wondetfil 
interposition.  It  ivasdesigned  to  remove  Ihe  prejuAt* 
which  the  Jews,  and  even  the  apostles  thems^vA 
still  entertained  against  the  Gentiles,  and  to  open  fl> 
door  for  their  admisaon  into  the  Christian  Chmdi. 
The  narmlire  tenches  us  to  cherish  a  catholicipird 
— first,  as  it  represents  Cornelius  as  a  true  belierw, 
although  a  Gentile  by  birth,  and  a  Jewish  promipt 
by  profession  ;  and  secondly,  as  it  shows  that  tnj 
one  on  whom  the  Holy  Sfiirit  is  bestowed,  he  it  iiilB> 
niiniculous  gifts,  or  in  hia  renewing  grace,  is  la  br 
Twogntsed  and  received  as  a  member  of  the  C)mreh<' 
Ohrisi :  "  Con  any  man  forbid  water  iLat  these  shoaU 
not  h«  Wpilied,  who  have  received  the  Uoly  Ohon 
as  Well  as  «et' 


5  is  one  importimt  circumstance  which 
mon  to  all  tiiose  cases  of  conTcreion  that  are  recorded 
in  Scripture,  and  which  well  deserves  our  most  serious 
conaidemtion, — I  mean  the  direct  operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  on  the  mind  of  every  true  convert  to  the 
Christian  faith, — -in  the  way  of  applying  the  truth, 
which  is  ordinarily  the  means  of  conversion.  The 
agency  of  the  Spirit  is  specially  refeited  to  hy  our  Lord 
himself,  in  one  of  the  last  and  most  affecting  of  those 
addresses  which  he  delivered  to  his  disciples  hefore 
his  death.  And  by  comparing  his  words  with  other 
passages  of  Scripture,  we  learn  that  there  were  two 
Tcry  different  ways  in  which  the  Spirit  should  act ; 
or,  that  there  are  two  distinct  modes  of  operation  hy 
which  he  carries  into  effect  his  great  design.  The  one 
is  external,  and  sensible ;  the  other  is  internal,  and 
spiritual.  We  read  of  "  the  mainfestaliiin  of  the 
Spirit  which  is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal ;" 
jpd  we  read  of  the  "  indweliing  of  the  S^mt 
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hearts  of  tnie  belierers."  In  other  words,  the  dispen- 
sation of  the  Gospel  u  called  the  "  ministiaduD  of 
the  Spirit,'  for  two  distinct  reasons — Gnl,  on  *c- 
count  of  the  miraculous  gifts  vrhidi  were  voudmM 
to  the  apostJes  and  first  converts ;  md  secondlf,  <a 
account  of  the  enlightening,  eonrerling,  and  sanclirjraf 
grace  which  rendered  the  Gospel  effectual  for  thar 
salvfttion.  There  is  a  wide  difference  betwiit  the 
two.  They  differ  in  their  nature,  their  use,  aad 
their  effects ;  the  one  being  an  appropriate  eridence, 
a  divine  attestation  of  the  troth  ;  the  other,  a  ditM 
operation  on  the  soul,  by  which  it  is  renewed  and 
quickened,  and  turned  from  darkness  to  light,  aai 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.  And  not  unlj 
are  they  widely  difftTent, — we  have  reason  to  hdier* 
that  tliRj  might  be  sepatated  from  each  othar.  SioA 
lieing  the  difference  betwixt  the  miraculoos  gifica  mi 
the  inward  graces  of  the  Spirit,  it  is  a  delightful  troA, 
that  the  latter,  and  the  more  valuable  of  the  two,  i« 
llie  permanent  inheritance  of  the  Christian  Chor^ 
His  miraculous  gifts  were  to  cease  when  they  hai 
fulfilled  their  end,  by  eatablishing  the  truth  ;  but  Iw 
office  did  not  cease.  Nor  was  his  work  eompldtJ 
when,  by  his  descent  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  hit 
subsequent  effusion  at  Ctesarea  on  the  Oenlilt«,  6e 
promise  of  tlie  Tather  was  falfiUed,  and  the  truth  o( 
the  Gospel  established.  Considered  as  an  eridenct, 
tlie  gift  of  the  Spirit  was  decisive  ;  bat  evidence  is  not 
enough — nor  an  inspired  Bible — nor  a  faithful  mini*- 
try.  In  every  human  heart  tliere  is  a  spirit  of  nnhe- 
lief  mid  enmity,  and  many  %  Vv&'j  wuk^ination,  wlucb 
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Maltcth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God;  ' 
IB  not  overcome  by  any  amount  of  evidence,  or  by  the 
mere  force  of  truth,  and  can  only  be  subdued  by  the 
inward  grace  of  tlie  Spirit ;  and  hence  we  learn  that 
it  belongs  to  his  ofBce,  and  forms  a  part  of  Itis  blessed 
work,  at  all  times,  to  "  shine  into  our  hearts  " — ''  to 
renew  us  in  the  spirit  of  our  mind  " — "  to  quicken 
us  into  spiritual  life" — "to  open  our  eyes" — and  "to 
turn  us  from  darkness  to  hgUt,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God." 

The  direct  personal  operation  of  the  Spirit  on  the 
soul  of  every  convert,  is  beautifully  illustrated  by  the 
case  of  Lydia.  It  is  eiiid  of  her,  that  while  she  lieteued 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  "  ihe  Lord  opened  her 
heart,  so  that  she  attended  unto  the  things  which  were 
qtoken  of  Paul." 

I.  Ill  regard  to  her  state  and  character  before  her  con- 
version and  baptism,  the  narrative,  idthough  extremely 
Hhort,  contains  several  intimations,  which  throw  a  very 
interefiting  light  on  her  case,  and  that  of  a  large  class  in 
our  own  tinie,  who  resemble  her  in  the  chief  points  of 
thnr  character.  It  is  intimated  that,  like  the  Komaa 
centurion,  and  the  Ethiopian  treasurer,  she  was  a 
proselyte  to  tlie  Jewish  faith,  and  a  believer  in  the 
one  only,  the  hving  and  the  true  God.  By  birth  a 
Gentile,  and  a  native  of  Thyatira,  she  had  come  to 
Philippi  as  a  seller  of  purple  ;  and,  although  a  stran- 
ger, she  maintained  in  the  city  of  her  adoption,  and 
amidst  the  idolatries  which  prevailed  in  it,  a  devout 
attachment  to  her  religion,  and  continued  in  the  wor- 
p  of  God.     It  is  also  intimated,  I  think,  mlh  Wiffiv- 


with  a  *pirit  of  praver ;  fat  Hot  ofklr  ilHf  ^  ahHic 
the  Sabbath,  id  confiRinhy  with  the  law  of  HoH, 
but,  when  probablj'  no  otberoppartnaitT  was  a&riel 
of  obs»^Dg  the  ordinaaces  of  pnblie  wordi!|i,  mt 
city  where  bolh  the  magislrales  and  tlie  mnliitidt 
seem  to  hare  be«n  eanir  ernted  a^iainst  anr  iunon- 
tioD  in  their  public  cosloms.  she  "  went  oal  of  tlw 
dty  by  a  riret  taiie,  where  prayer  was  wont  to  bl 
made."  It  is  deeply  interesting  to  mark,  that,  at  dM 
time  of  her  conversion,  this  devout  woman  was  attend- 
ing a  prayer-mteiing,  in  the  open  air,  by  t!ie  w«lff 
aide,  along  with  a  few  other  women  who  were  in  tbe 
habit,  it  would  seem,  of  a^embling  ti^ther  for  tha 
purpose,  for  it  is  said  that  ''  they  resorted  tliitba, 
and  it  is  not  less  interesting  to  notice,  that  Paul  and 
his  companions  did  not  reckon  it  beneath  them  to 
join  thut  huialjle  meeting,  but,  on  the  contraiy,  lea?- 
ing  the  uoise  and  tumult  of  the  city,  they  EODghtatt 
the  little  band  of  praying  women,  and  sat  down  besda 
them,  and  spake  to  them  the  Word  of  life.  .Aid 
while  they  were  thus  engaged  in  prayer  and  conier- 
ence,  "  the  Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia"— ' 
striking  proof  of  the  immediate  efficacy  of  pt^tr- 
Without  prayer,  we  have  no  reason  to  look  fora  UM' 
ing.  God  may,  indeed,  and  sometimeii  does  mujidlt 
a  prayerless  sinner :  he  is  sometimes  found  of  tbCB 
that  sought  him  not,  as  in  the  case  of  the  gaolera 
this  snme  city ;  and  (hen  the  first  effect  of  his  Aaaff) 
will  In  the  some  that  the  Lord  marked  in  the  coh  4 
Vaul,  when  he  8a\i,  "  tie\io\A,  he  ^rayetli  !"    But 
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in  its  full  Gospel  import,  constituted  the  change  which 
now  passed  on  the  mind  of  the  devout  centurion. 

In  the  case  of  one  who  had  preyiously  heen  so  consci- 
entious, and  whose  whole  character  was  consistent  with 
his  profession  as  a  Jewish  proselyte,  there  was  no  room 
for  such  a  striking  manifestation  of  the  change  which 
is  wrought  hy  conversion,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Phi- 
lippian  gaoler,  or  even  of  Saul  of  Tarsus.  But  it  was, 
doubtless,  attended,  even  in  his  experience,  with  a  very 
great  and  happy  change  ;  for  not  only  is  it  said,  that 
^  he  was  baptized,"  in  token  alike  of  his  faith  in 
Christ,  and  his  submission  to  Christ's  command,  but 
he  and  his  household  ^*' gloi*iJied  God,** 

We  have  here — a  beautiful  exemplification  of  the 
way  in  which  the  providence  of  God  works  in  differ- 
ent places,  on  the  same  plan,  and  for  the  same  object. 
Simultaneously  at  Joppaand  at  Caesarea,  God's  agency 
was  at  work  ;  and  the  coincidence  or  concurrence  of 
events  demonstrated  the  interposition  of  Ilim  "  who 
18  wonderful  in  coimsel,  and  excellent  in  working." — 
We  have  also  an  interesting  example  of  personal  and 
family  religion,  under  the  less  perfect  dispensation  of 
the  Old  Testament,  and  one  which  may  well  put  to 
shame  many  a  professor  enjoying  far  higher  privileges 
amongst  ourselves.  Cornelius  was  a  godly  man,  and 
he  carried  his  religion  into  his  family,  caring  for  the 
souls  of  those  who  were  committed  to  his  care :  "  he 
feared  God  with  all  his  house," — "  he  prayed  in  his 
house," — he  had  "  a  devout  soldier  "  for  his  servant, 
— and  he  collected  his  whole  household  to  listen  to 
the  apostle,  sayings  "  Now,  therefore,  are  Y?e  ail  \\etfe 
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were  blinded," — "  the  Tcil  was  upon  their  lieoilt,' 
— and  "  if  our  Gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  tiul 
an  lost ;  in  ivhoia  the  god  of  this  world  hath  bhniled 
the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  li^i  nf 
the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of 
Ood,  should  shine  udIo  them" — and  "  the  natural  man,' 
wiiTeistllj,  *'  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  SpiiTi 
of  God,  for  they  aro  foolishness  unto  him  ;  neither  can 
be  know  them,  because  thej  are  spii^nally  discerned.' 
Aadsa ihf  eoHtfimeri*  "  seared  as  with  a  hot  iron' 
—  the  '"  rery  mind  and  conscience  is  defiled  "  —  aaif 
"  (A«  ktart  is  hardened ;'  and  thus  there  are  msoT 
imrt  or  ttitlades  which  ^tract  the  entranc«  of  llu 
tnith.*  There  is  the  bar  of  (^noi«nc*  ;  many  "h(ai 
the  Word,  hot  understand  it  Dot ;  and  the  widud 
one  taketh  away  that  which  was  soivn  ," — there  is  lb 
hw  of  uahrlirf,  which  rejects  the  testimony  of  Qui  j 
—there  is  the  bar  of  enmily — for  "  the  camal  n 
a  enmity  ag^nst  God  ;  it  is  not  snbject  (o  tlie  tx*  rf 
Ooi,  neither,  indeed,  can  be ;' — there  is  the  hotfl 
pmMmplion  or  yriite ,-  "  The  wicked,  tlunagh  lb 
|iride  of  hi^  countenance,  wiU  not  seek  after  Qti- 
God  is  not  in  all  his  thonghts  * — there  is  the  hv  rf 
tlitnmrmir^iumt  aiiJ  Jttpair  :  "Thou  saidst  tl 
no  hope  :  li>r  1  bare  loved  strangers,  nnd  afW  them  «il 
I  go ;' — there  is  the  bar  of  witieiUinfntsi — "  Ye  kB 
not  come  to  niu  lliat  ye  might  hare  life  ;" — there  it  Af 
hotof  te^Hlf'inntlfJnmf :  "  The  cares  of  the  Wfrft 
wnd  Ihe  deeeilfulness  of  riches,  choke  the  Wofd.  H 
it  bMotneth  unfruitfiil ;' — there  is  the  bar  of  «A*rt> 


"  A  little  more  sleep,  a  little  more  slumber,  and  the 
folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep;" — there  is  the  bar  of 
vilifiui  pa/iaioa  and  dxpraned  kabiti — any  one  bosom 
Un  being  enough  to  excludi'  the  saving  power  of  the 
truth — "  for  this  is  (he  condemnation,  that  light  hath 
come  into  the  world,  and  that  men  have  loved  the  dark- 
ness rather  than  the  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil," 
Under  the  influence  of  these,  and  similar  hindrances, 
the  heart  is  closed  against  the  admission  of  the  truth, 
— closed  as  recally  as  are  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  or  the 
ears  of  the  deaf;  for,  says  our  liord  himself,  "  In  them 
IB  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Esaias,  which  saith.  By 
lienring  ye  shall  hear,  and  shuU  not  understand  ;  and 
seeing  ye  shall  see,  aud  sludl  not  perceive  ;  For  this 
people's  Iieart  is  wased  gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull 
of  lieariug,  and  their  eyes  they  have  closed ;  lest  at  any 
time  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  ears,  aud  should  underabmd  nith  their  heart,  and 
should  be  converted,  and  I  should  heal  them  ;"  and  in 
the  same  light  does  he  represent  the  state  of  our  own 
(ijlearts,  when  he  now  says  to  each  of  us,  "  Behold,  I 
^^Wd  at  the  door  and  knock  :  if  any  man  will  hear  my 
^Bpe,  and  will  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him." 
^KBut,  it  may  be  asked,  if  Lydia  was  a  sincere  and 
I'jitYOut  worshipper  of  the  true  God,  is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  her  heart  was  thus  shut  against  God's 
truth  ?  I  answer,  that,  even  in  persons  of  true  piety, 
lliere  may  be  much  remaining  ignorance,  and  many 
groundless  prejudices,  which,  but  furtlie  enlightening 
,  grace  of  the  Spirit,  might  prevent  them  from  embrac- 
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those  "  devout  and  honourable  women,  and  the  chief 
men  of  the  city,  whom  the  Jews  stirred  up,  and  who 
raised  persecution  against  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and 
expeUed  them  out  of  their  coasts, — insomuck,  that  the 
Hpoatles  shook  off  the  dust  of  their  feet  against  them  ;* 
and  still  more,  in  the  case  of  Paul  himself,  who  was  a 
Pharisee,  and  the  son  of  a  Pharisee,  hving  according 
lo  the  straitestsectof  the  law,  yet  hishcart  was  barred, 
l>y  inTinuihle  prejudice,  against  the  truth,  until  it  wu 
removed  on  his  way  to  Damascus.  And  so  of  LyJi*. 
She,  too,  was  devout ;  but  her  heart  waij  cloteii,  untiitt 
was  opened  by  the  Lord ;  and  many  professors,  in  nw' 
dem  times,  resemble  her  in  this^ — being  coDsmendtmi 
and  devout  according  to  their  light,  but  still  ignaant 
or  unbelieving,  or  imbued  with  strong  prejudice,*  in 
regard  to  the  Gospel  of  Christ, — just  as  Nathasiel 
himself,  of  whom  our  Lord  said,  "  Behold  an  Israelite 
indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no  guile,"  was  yet  so  &r 
inHuenced  by  mere  prejudice,  as  to  say,  in  ansvrei  » 
the  first  intimation  be  received  of  the  Messiah,  "  Cm 
any  good  thing  come  out  of  Galilee?"  Andif,  insadi 
cases,  divine  agency  he  needful  to  open  the  heart  fcr 
the  reception  of  the  truth,  how  much  more  in  thenit 
majority  who  are  utterly  irreligious  and  unconcemnl! 
11,  If  we  consider  tlie  meima  by  which  her  eon«t- 
sion  was  etfected,  we  shall  find  that  here  there  iM 
uii  miraculous  accompaniment  of  any  kind,  Init  an  ts- 
aiuple  only  of  what  takes  place  in  the  esperience  tf 
every  genuine  convert-  Itis  simply  said,  "  A  cerjaio 
tvoman  fieard  us,  whose  heart  the  Lord  opened,. 
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she  attended  unto  the  things  which  were  spoken  of 
Paul." 

But  this  pregnant  statement  hrings  before  us,  in  a 
state  of  beautiful  combination,  two  things  which  are 
equallj  essential  to  a  sinner  s  conversion :  the  first  is, 
the  agency  of  the  Spirit ;  and  the  second  is,  the  instru- 
fnentaiity  of  the  Word.  There  was  a  direct  personal 
operation  of  the  Spirit  on  the  heart  of  Lydia  ;  he  re- 
moved those  obstacles  which  might  otherwise  have 
obstructed  the  admission  of  the  truth.  It  was  not 
Paul  who  effected  this.  Paul  preached  ;  but,  though 
inspired  with  supernatural  wisdom,  and  endowed  with 
miraculous  powers,  and  especially  with  the  gift  of 
tongues,  he  says  himself,  "  Paul  may  plant,  and 
Apollos  water ;  but  God  giveth  the  increase.  Who 
then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  ministers  by 
whom  ye  believed,  according  as  the  Lord  gave  to 
every  man?"  God  alone  can  open  the  heart.  That 
change  consisted  in  opening  the  understanding  to  dis- 
cern the  light  of  God's  truth — the  conscience  to  feel 
its  convincing  power — and  the  heart  to  receive  its 
sanctifying  influence ;  and  this  belongs  to  the  office 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  whose  work  is  heart- work,  and 
consists  of  two  parts — the  opening  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  the  opening  of  the  mind, — as  we  learn  from  the 
case  of  the  disciples  after  his  resurrection,  of  whom  it 
is  said,  in  one  place,  that  they  exclaimed — "  Did  not 
our  hearts  bum  within  us  while  he  talked  with  us  by 
the  way,  and  opened  unto  us  the  Scriptures ;*  and, 
in  another, — "  Then  opened  he  their  understandings^ 
that  they  might  understand  the  Scriptutea." 
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But  while  the  Lord  only  can  open  the  heart,  he 
employs  the  truth  as  the  instrument  of  conyersion  to 
the  careless,  and  of  edification  to  the  devout  inquirer. 
The  Spirit's  agency  does  not  supersede  the  use  of  the 
Word ;  on  the  contrary,  the  truth  read  or  heard  is 
still  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God,  unto 
salvation.  "  The  Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia," 
hut  he  did  so  "  that  she  might  attend  unto  the  things 
which  were  spoken  of  Paul!'  It  is  hy  the  truth  con* 
tained  in  the  Word  that  this  great  change  is  wrought 
— that  heing  the  instrument  which  the  Spirit  of  God 
renders  effectual ;  and  hence,  while  we  are  said  to  he 
"  born  of  the  Spirit,"  we  are  also  said  to  he  *'  bom 
not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  even  by 
the  Word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever;" 
and  again,  while  the  Spirit  is  revealed  as  the  Sanc- 
tifier,  our  Lord  himself  prayed,  in  these  memorable 
words,  "  Sanctify  them  by  thy  truth ;  thy  Word  is 
truth."  And  both  are  combined — ^both  the  agency 
of  the  Spirit  and  the  instrumentality  of  the  Word, 
— in  that  comprehensive  statement  of  the  apostle, 
"  God  hath  from  the  beginning  chosen  you  unto  sal- 
vation through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  behef 
of  the  truth."  Various  similitudes  are  employed  to 
represent  the  same  thing :  the  Word  is  compared  to  a 
Jlre^  OT  furnace^  in  which  His  people  are  melted  and 
tried — but  the  Lord  sits  as  a  refiner  over  it ; — and  as 
a  hammer^  a  powerful  instrument,  but  inert  in  itself, 
and  effectual  only  when  applied  by  a  powerful  arm ; — 
and  as  a  sword — "  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
the  Word  of  God" — ^a  ^sr^  Vw^-^d^^d  sword,  but 


utterly  powerless  unless  it  be  applied  by  the  Spirit. 
80  David's  prayer  combines  a  reference  to  both — 
"  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  tliat  I  may  see  wonderful 
things  vut  ufth^  lata;.'' 

III.  The  nature  of  Lydia's  change,  and  the  pi 
cal  results  whicli  flowed  from  it,  are  briefly  indicated 
bat  enough  is  said  to  show,  that  she  hod  that  "  faith 
which  worketh  by  love,"  and  in  which  properly  consists 
"  the  new  creation ;"  for  ive  read  that  she  was  baptized, 
— thereby  professing  her  feith  in  Christ,  and  hersub- 
mission  to  his  authority, — iind  that,  too,  in  a  city  where 
the  professors  of  the  Gospel  were  exposed  to  reproach 
and  persecution  ; — that,  as  soon  as  she  was  baptized, 
she  besought  the  apostles,  saying, '''  If  ye  have  judged 
me  to  be  faithful  to  the  Lord,  come  into  my  house, 
and  abide  there," — her  faith  working  by  love  to  Christ 
and  to  his  ministering  servants,  and  produeiiig  zeal  for 
his  cause  and  service,  such  as  prompted  her  to  make 
Bacrifices  for  his  name's  sake  ;  and,  if  these  principles 
of  feith  and  love  were  really  planted  in  her  heart, 
ihey  would  unquestionably  produce,  in  her  after-life, 
all  the  "  peaceable"  fruits  of  righteousness. 

The  case  of  Lydia  su^ests  various  practical  li 
sons.  It  atlords  an  example  of  the  care  with  which 
God  provided  for  the  instruction  of  sincere  inquirers 
in  the  Jewish  Church.  It  shows,  in  a  very  striking 
light,  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  as  a  means  of  spiritual 
advancement.  It  illustrates  the  necessity  of  a  great 
spiritual  change,  even  in  the  case  of  such  as  are 
Mgnilar  in  thek  atteadaace  on  ocdinancea,  anl  coii- 
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scientious  according  to  their  light.  It  affords  a 
beautiful  exemplification  of  the  relative  functions  of 
the  Word  and  Spirit  in  the  work  of  conversion,  and 
enforces  the  duty  of  combining  diligence,  in  the  use 
of  means,  with  a  spirit  of  dependence  on  the  divine 
blessing.  And  it  shows  how  different  are  the  feel- 
ings of  one  "  whose  heart  the  Lord  has  opened " 
towards  his  faithful  ministers,  and  those  of  the  un- 
godly multitude : — she  constrained  the  apostles  to 
reside  in  her  house ; — they  rose  against  them,  and 
committed  them  to  prison,  making  their  feet  fast  in 
the  stocks. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


TIMOTHY. 

2  Tim.  iii.  14,  15. 

It  appears  from  Scripture,  that  while  many  are  con- 
verted after  a  long  course  of  carelessness  and  sinful 
indulgence,  others  are  trained  up  for  God  from  their 
earliest  years,  and  sanctified  even  from  the  womb.  The 
experience  of  these  two  classes  must  necessarily  be 
widely  different;  while, in  whatever  is  essential  to  rege- 
neration, it  must  be  substantially  the  same  in  all.    All 
men  being  by  nature  fallen  and  depraved,  that  which 
is  "  bom  of  the  flesh  being  flesh,**  and  "  the  carnal 
mind  being**  in  every  instance  "  enmity  against  God,'* 
a  new  spiritual  birth  is  universally  and  indispensably 
necessary  in  order  to  a  new  spiritual  life;  and  no 
man  lives,  however  gentle  his  natural  disposition,  and 
however  propitious  his  early  education,  of  whom  it 
may  not  be  said,  that  except  "  he  be  bom  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.'*     Whenever  that 
change  occurs,  and  by  whateve^  means  it  may  be 
accomplished,  it  is  substantially  the  same  in  all ;  it 
implies  the  enYightening,  convincing,  Tewemik^^  «sA 
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sancdfying  work  of  the  Spirit,  whereby  ihe  natural 
blindness  is  leiaoTed,  and  the  natural  enmity  subdued, 
and  the  natural  man  becomes  a  netc  creature — in  all 
bis  views  and  feelings,  his  desires  and  affections,  bit 
cdms,  and  habiu,  and  hopes.  And  we  greatly  err,  if 
we  suppose  that,  in  any  one  case,  a  good  natmal . 
temperam^t,  or  a  sound  religious  education,  can  of 
tbemseires  introduce  a  fallen  being  into  the  spitt- 
toal  kingdom  of  God,  or  supersede  the  grace  and  the 
agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  That  is  spirit,  and  tlid 
only,  nbich  is  bom  of  the  Spirit ;  and  eveij  nd 
that  is  really  conrerled  must  have  tliut  experiesefr 
which  is  common  to  all  true  believers,  and  whkk 
consists  in  couviciion  of  sin,  an  apprehension  of  tke 
mercy  of  God  in  Christ,  a  cordial  compliance  witb  Ai 
Gospel  call,  anda  course  of  conflict  and  warfare  wilh  is 
own  corruptions.  But  vrfaile  some  such  t'hange  mart 
be  wrought  on  ercry  oue  at  the  period  c>f  bis  eoarth 
Hon,  it  may  be  brought  about  in  a  variety  of  wajy 
which  will  occasion  great  diversity  in  the  expencMI 
of  different  believers.  Some,  for  instance,  aie  fO- 
mitted  lo  grow  up  without  any  religious  cultore,  benl 
deprived  of  the  inestimable  privilege  of  a  hthtfl 
counsel  and  a  mother's  prayers,  and  surrounded,  ift- 
stead,  witb  the  noxious  influences  of  a  domestic  rin^ 
where  there  is  no  fear  of  God,  no  form  of  leligioBi 
and  nothing  in  the  shape  of  example,  except  what  i» 
fitted  lo  corrupt  and  contaniiuale.  Thus  ii^leoted  ill 
eoriy  life,  and  inurad  to  vice  from  their  earliest  fUt^ 
they  go  forth  into  the  world,  not  only  unpreporcd  H 
rcsisfi  but  predisposed \o  cooi^X^  •«\Ctt' 
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and  foUoyring  the  bent  of  their  own  eyil  passions,  and 
fiJling  in  with  the  current  of  evil  society,  they  may 
remain  for  years  utterly  careless  of  their  souls,  of 
God,  and  of  eternity — and  may  be  allowed  to  go  great 
lengths  in  wickedness ;  till,  by  some  providential  dis- 
pensation, or  by  an  awakening  sermon,  or  even  by  th^ 
remorseful  restlessness  of  their  o>vn  consciences,  thev 
are  brought  under  serious  concern,  and  led  to  inquire, 
"What  must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?"  The  case  of  such 
persons  is  illustrated  by  the  experience  of  the  dying 
malefactor  and  of  the  Philippian  gaoler,  who  had  both 
been  careless,  and  one  of  them  utterly  flagitious  in 
life ;  till,  by  the  awful  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed,  they  were  awakened,  convinced,  and 
converted  to  God.  But  while  such  cases  do  occur, 
and  are  sufficient  to  show  that  God's  grace  is  alike 
free  and  sovereign,  and  able  to  soften  the  hardest 
heart,  and  to  save  even  at  the  eleventh  hour ;  there 
are  others  whose  experience  is  widely  different, — they 
are  the  children  of  religious  parents, — they  have  en- 
joyed the  inestimable  advantages  of  Christian  instruc- 
tion, and  the  still  more  precious  privilege  of  constant 
intercourse  with  a  domestic  circle  where  every  influ- 
ence is  favourable  to  their  moral  culture, — where 
example  is  combined  with  precept,  and  the  teaderest 
affection  with  paternal  authority,  and  the  family  meet 
around  the  domestic  altar,  to  read  God  s  Word,  and 
to  sing  his  praise,  and  to  unite  in  social  prayer, — and 
every  association,  the  more  tender  and  the  more  en- 
during, because  formed  in  the  morn  of  life,  connects 
religion  with  the  most  endearing  relations  and  the 
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holiest  charities  of  home.  Bj  such  means,  many  pow 
up  in  those  families  which  are  nurseries  for  the  Choidi 
of  Christ,  well  inBtmcted  in  the  truths  of  the  Gwpfl, 
impressed  with  a  feeling  of  reverence  for  religifwi 
ordiutinees,  and  irnhned  with  sentiments  and  dispcfl- 
^ions  which  render  them  amiable  and  engaging  in 
their  manners,  and  which  serre  at  least  to  presort 
them  from  the  grosser  pollutions  of  tlie  world ;  while 
in  not  a  few,  the  precious  aeed  sown  in  earljr  lift, 
takes  root  iu  the  heart,  and  grows  up  so  gradimlhf 
and  imperceptibly,  that  they  may  not  be  canscioiK, 
at  any  one  time,  of  any  great  or  sudilen  change,  suA 
as  was  experienced  by  the  dying  thief  and  the  poof 
gaoler;  although  really  the  work  of  grace  is  h^on, 
and  will  he  carried  on  to  perfection.  In  such  cnse*, 
it  is  manifest  that  we  are  not  to  expect  precisely  the 
same  course  of  experience  as  is  found  in  those  wbo, 
after  a  life  of  sin,  are  suddenly  awakened  and  changed. 
And  of  this  class  we  have  selected  the  case  of  Timothy 
aB  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  example. 

The  account  which  is  given  of  this  emiuent  and 
devoted  servant  of  God,  shows,  that  his  first  seriuiu 
impressions  were  derived  from  his  religions  education 
in  early  life,  and  from  the  pious  care  and  example  of 
his  parents.  The  apostle  tells  us,  that  from  "  a  child 
he  had  knoivn  the  holy  Scriptures," — referring  to  hia 
early  instruction  in  the  truths  of  the  Old  Testament, 
to  which  he  had  access,  although  hia  fiitlicr  wns  a 
Greek,  through  the  pious  care  of  his  mother,  who  wm 
a  Jewess.  For  he  is  thus  introduced  to  our  notice: 
"Then  camel*au\  toT)e>:\jeaiii\vs*i'-fi.-. ai\&,\«?iuild.,i 
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certain  disciple  was  there,  named  Timotheus,  the  son 
of  a  certain  woman,  which  was  a  Jewess,  and  heliev- 
ed ;  but  his  father  was  a  Greek."     But  what  is  of 
much  more  importance  than  her  mere  profession,  she 
was  a  woman  of  sincere  piety ;  and  the  same  piety 
characterised  other  members  of  her  family.     For  the 
apostle  writing  to  Timothy,  as  "his  dearly  beloved 
son,"  says,  "  I  thank  God,  when  I  call  to  remem- 
brance the  unfeigned  faith  that  is  in  thee,  which  dwelt 
first  in  thy  grandmother  Lois  and  thy  mother  Eunice ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  in  thee  also."     Here  is  a 
beautiful  example  of  domestic  piety  :  the  aged  grand- 
mother cherishing  an  unfeigned  faith  in  the  promise 
which  God  had  given  to  the  fathers,  and  waiting  for 
the  consolation  of  Israel ;  the  mother  cherishing  the 
same  hope,  and  gladly  embracing  the  Gospel  as  soon 
as  it  was  proclaimed  to  her,  for  she  was  ^ot  only  a 
Jewish  but  a  Christian  believer ;  and  the  young  man, 
taught  from  his  earliest  years  to  "  know  the  Scrip- 
tures, which  were  able  to  make  him  wise  unto  salva- 
tion,** and  becoming,  under  PauFs  ministry,  a  disciple 
in  the  school  of  Christ,  and  afterwards  an  eminent, 
zealous,  and  devoted  minister  of  the  everlasting  Gos- 
pel.    Being  connected  with  a  Greek  by  marriage,  the 
pious  Jewess  had  not,  it  would  seem,  insisted  on  the 
cjrcomcision  of  her  child ;  but  she  was  not  inattentive 
to  his  religious  training — she  instructed  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  God's  truth.     And  most  amply  was  her 
motherly  care  repaid,  when  this  child  of  many  prayers 
became  the  companion  of  an  apostle,  and  the  honour- 
ed instrument  of  founding  many  churches,  aod  yim- 
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niiig  many  souls  to  Christ.  The  details  of  his  exp*- 
rienceare  not  recorded;  but,  from  the  incidenui  in^- 
matiooB  which  are  given  in  the  course  of  the  two 
epistles  which  were  addressed  to  him,  we  may  gathn 
tliat  his  experience  corresponded  in  subetance  nilb 
that  of  eyeiy  other  child  of  God  :  he  must  have  been 
eoDTinced  of  sin,  so  aa  to  feel  his  need  of  a  Saviour, 
— he  must  have  been  enlightened  in  the  knowledgr 
of  Christ,  so  as  to  perceive  hia  all-Buflicieiicy  and 
suitableness, — and  be  most  hare  personally  eloted 
with  Christ,  receiving  him  as  his  Pruphct  to  tearh,  U 
his  Priest  to  recondle,  and  as  bis  Ivord  to  govern  fain. 
All  this  is  implied  in  his  profession  as  a  Christian, 
and  especially  as  a  Christian  evangelist,  since  nolkin; 
sbott  of  this  could  have  sufficed,  ciiher  for  hia  omi 
EBJvadon  or  for  the  work  of  the  ministry ; — end  wliM 
secret  conflicts,  what  inward  straggles  he  endnX^ 
educated  as  he  bad  been  by  pious  parents,  and  i*^ 
■Uucted,  too,  by  an  inspired  apostle,  is  snffioenli^ 
erincod  by  the  exhortation  of  Paul,  where  he  npnh" 
of  his  being  engnged  in  a  trarfarr — "  Fight  the  gaiii 
fi^t  of  &ith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,"  — "  HcAl 
(ast  the  fonn  of  sound  words  which  thou  hast  htsiii 
of  me,' — "Continue  thou  in  the  things  which  tbw 
lM»t  learned  and  hast  been  assured  of,  knovriog  d 
whom  thou  hast  learned  them  ;  and  that  from  a  t^A 
ibou  hM*  known  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  ore  aUl 
Id  matke  titee  wise  unto  salvation,  through  fuith  niuA 
tt  in  Christ  J«st)s." 

The  CBM  of  Timothy  affords  several  asefii]  le«MS. 

'.   It  show«  that  lild«  ehildm «ie  ca.^ble  sbI^!*!! 
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of  divine  grace.  In  the  case  of  adults,  the  truth  ap- 
prehended and  helieved  is  the  instrumental  means  of 
conversion  and  sanctification ;  but  before  children  are 
capable  of  knowing  the  truth,  they  are  fit  subjects 
of  Qod's  grace,  as  is  evident  from  many  passages  of 
Scripture.  We  read  of  some  who  were  sanctified  from 
the  womb :  "  Now  hear,  0  Jacob  my  servant :  and 
Israel)  whom  I  have  chosen  :  thus  saith  the  Lord  that 
made  thee,  and  formed  thee  from  the  womb, — I  will 
pour  my  Spirit  on  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon 
thine  offspring :  and  they  shall  spring  up  as  among 
the  grass,  as  willows  by  the  water  courses.  One  shall 
say,  I  am  the  Lord's ;  and  another  shall  call  himself 
by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and  another  shall  subscribe 
with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himself 
by  the  name  of  Israel."  "  Hearken  unto  me,  0  house 
of  Jacob,  and  all  the  remnant  of  the  house  of  Israel, 
which  are  borne  by  me  from  the  belly,  which  are 
carried  from  the  womb :  and  even  to  your  old  age 
I  am  he ;  and  even  to  hoar  hairs  will  I  carry  you :  I 
have  made  and  I  will  bear ;  even  I  will  carry,  and 
will  deliver  you."  It  was  by  the  Spirit  that  the  Lord 
Christ  was  sanctified  in  his  human  nature,  so  that 
the  angel  spake  of  "  the  holy  thing  that  should  be 
bom  of  Mary ; "  and  the  prophet,  of  whom  it  is  said, 
that  he  was  "  called  from  the  womb,  and  formed  from 
the  womb  to  be  his  servant."  And  when,  during  his 
personal  ministry,  "  there  were  brought  to  him  little 
children,  that  he  should  put  his  hands  on  them  and 
pray ;  and  the  disciples  rebuked  them,'*  Jesus  said, 
"  Suffer  little  children,  and  forbid  them  not,  to  cotxv^ 
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unto  me;  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
Nay,  on  another  occasion,  '^  Jesus  called  a  little  child 
unto  him,  and  set  him  in  the  midst  of  the  disciples, 
and  said/  Verily  I  say  unto  you.  Except  ye  be  con- 
verted, and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall  not 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven/'  That  little  chil- 
dren are  capable  subjects  of  God's  grace,  is  implied 
in  the  provision  that  was  made  for  their  admission  to 
the  privileges  of  the  covenant — first,  by  circumcision 
under  the  Old  Testament — and  secondly,  by  baptism 
under  the  New ;  and  this  precious  truth  is  our  war- 
rant and  encouragement  in  prayer,  when  we  remem- 
ber those  objects  of  our  tenderest  affections  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  while  as  yet  they  are  unable  to  pray 
for  themselves. 

2.  We  learn  from  the  case  of  Timothy,  that  a  sound 
reUgious  education  in  early  life  is  often  blessed  as  a 
means  of  sa\'ing  conversion  to  God.  The  apostle 
traces  Timothy's  religion  to  this  source:  "  From  a 
child  thou  hast  known  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  are 
able  to  make  thee  wise  •  unto  salvation."  His  early 
acquaintance  with  the  Bible  was  a  great  and  precious 
privilege ;  for  although,  from  the  operation  of  other 
causes,  Bible  knowledge  is  sometimes  unproductive  of 
sa\'ing  benefit,  yet  it  is  the  instrument  by  which  God 
works,  and  an  instrument  which  is  in  itself  at  once 
absolutely  perfect,  and  admirably  adapted  for  the  end 
which  it  is  designed  to  serve.  A  great  commenda- 
tion is  given  to  the  Word,  when  it  is  said,  that  "  it  is 
able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation  ;"  that  "  it  is  pro- 
jj table  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  and  for 


instruction  in  righteougnesB  ;"  nnd  that  it  is  i!u£Bcieiit 
"  to  make  the  man  of  God  perfect,  thoroughly  furnish- 
ed unto  all  good  works."  The  Bible  contains  all  the 
tnith  which  ia  needful  to  be  known  for  our  salvation 
considered  ainiplf  as  a  means  or  instrument,  it  in  abso- 
lutely perfect :  and  every  parent  who  really  belieyes 
in  God'a  Word,  and  considers  it  as  Grod's  instru- 
ntent  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  must  feci  it  to  be  his 
ntost  sacred  obligation,  as  well  as  his  sweetest  privi- 
l^e,  to  impart  to  his  immortal  children  a  knowledge 
aSita  precious  truths.  He  will  remember  that  be  has 
in  bis  hands  an  instrument  which  God  himself  de- 
dares  to  be  "  the  sword  of  the  Spirit," — that  he  has  that . 
troth  which  is  emphatically  described  as  "  the  goo(l« 
8ced;"and,  with  mingled  feelings  of  awe,  and  gralitud^l 
uid  liope,  he  will  seek  to  apply  that  instrument  to  tlu: 
heart  of  his  child,  and  to  sow  that  precious  seed  in  hit 
nol  from  his  earliest  years.  Nor  will  he  be  conteiri 
with  giving  a  few  formal  lessons,  or  prescribing  a  few 
stated  tasks ;  out  of  the  "  abundance  of  hiii  heart 
his  mouth  will  speak,"  and  his  conversation  will  be 
seasoned  with  God's  truth,  in  those  hours  of  auction- 
ate  and  confiding  converse  when  the  hearts  of  his 
children  are  most  open  to  receive  "  the  truth  in  love," 
— remembering  God's  words  to  his  ancient  people : 
"These  words,  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  shall 
be  in  thine  heart;  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently 
unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou 
Uttest  in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the 
way,  and  when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  riseat 
up,"     But  neither  fornial  instruction,  nor  tiet^MxMX. 
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coDTersation  on  divine  truth  will  avail,  unless  thf  j  ly 
combined  with  exemplary  faith  and  piety  on  the  [lan 
of  parents.  Children  are  quick  to  discern  every,  eien 
the  minutest  indication  of  real  character ;  and  a  great 
part  of  their  education  consists  in  those  inipresdoiu 
nhich  ure  made  i>n  their  minds  incidentally,  and  whui 
are  often  imperceptihly  deepened,  hy  circumslan«« 
which  escape  the  notice  of  their  parents.  True  ed»- 
cation  la  a  course  of  training, — not  a  system  of  lcs90iu> 
hut  the  formation  of  practical  habits,  and  these  depead 
far  more  on  the  spirit  and  conduct  of  u  family  tbaa 
on  the  tasks  of  the  school :  "  Train  up  a  child  in  thf 
way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it."  This  training  implies  much  moic 
than  mere  teaching,  and  it  is  best  promoted  by  dw 
unfeigned  ihith  and  holy  living  of  uhich  the  apodit 
speaks  in  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  Timodij 
and  it  is  deeply  interesting  to  mark  how  thi 
servant  of  God  was  prepared  for  his  future  lahoim  i 
the  quiet  iind  unostentatious,  hut  real  piety  of  Ik) 
women  in  the  private  walks  of  domestic  life,  andd 
the  Holy  Spirit  himself,  in  preparing  a  record  fbrii 
universal  nnd  permanent  instruction  of  the  Chardv 
does  not  disdain  to  mention,  in  coimeciion  withdi 
labours  of  an  inspired  evangelist,  the  wifeigned  &tlt 
which  dwelt  first  in  his  grandmother  Lois,  and  )fiv- 
wards  in  his  mother  Eunice ; — nor  can  we  doubt  tU 
this  is  the  reason  why  many  nn  aged  saint  is  tfuA 
when  their  work  on  earth  might  seem  to  he  linilb*l 
even  that  they  may  exhibit  the  power  of  God's  pW 
sad  truth  to  Ae  ^encra\\tfi\  following,  and  leave  ik" 


ress  of  their  own  charactcra  on  the  tender  n 
e  children  that  are  playing  around  tlicm! 
.  We  learn  from  the  case  of  Timothy,  that  true 
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iplanted  in  the  soul  of  a  child 
nd  continues  to  grow  with  his 
with  hie  strength,  although 
may  appear  to  he  almost  im- 
iself  said,  "  Tlie  kingdom  of 
n  of  mustard- seed,  which  a 


took  and  sowed  in  his  field,  which  indeed  is  the 
of  all  seeds ;  but  when  it  is  grown,  it  is  the 
iteat  among  herbs,  and  becomcth  a  tree,  so  that  the 
birdaof  theaircomeaiidlodgeiti  the  branches  thereof ;" 
and  ag;iin,  '"the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  leaven, 
which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in  three  measures  of 
meal,  till  the  wliole  was  leavened.'  These  parahles 
are  equally  descriptive  of  the  kingdom  of  God  as  it 
Btistsin  the  world,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  Cod  in  every 
wugle  soul ; — grace  grows  and  spreads,  and  that,  too, 
imperccptiblv,  just  as  the  mustard-seed  springs  from 
die  earth,  and  the  leaven  diffuses  itself  amongst  meal. 
This  is  often  the  blessed  effect  of  im  early  religious 
edut^aiion  ;  and,  although  the  good  seed  of  the  Word 
ibould  not  spring  up  so  quickly  us  we  could  desire, 
yet,  being  incorruptible,  we  may  cherish  the  hope  that, 
sooner  or  later,  it  will  be  quickened,  so  as  to  produce 
the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness,  long,  it  may  be, 
after  we  have  been  gathered  to  our  fathers. 


le  who,  like  Timothy,  have 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  an  early  religious  ciyca'aon. 
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and  who  maj  still  enjoj  the  society,  or  at  least  re- 
memher,  with  affectionate  gratitude,  the  counsels  and 
the  prayers  of  their  pious  parents,  I  must  not  forget 
that  they  may  yet  belong  to  two  very  different  classes. 
There  may  be  some  who,  like  Timothy,  hare  not  only 
known  the  Holy  Scriptures  from  their  youth,  but  haye 
also  that  ^'  unfeigned  faith  which  dwelt  in  him  ;* 
while  there  may  be  others  who  enjoyed,  like  him,  the 
advantages  of  a  religious  education,  and  are  as  yet,  at 
least,  destitute  of  saving  grace.  No  human  being  may 
be  able  to  discriminate  betwixt  the  two  classes,  so  at 
to  determine  to  which  you  indiyidually  belong ;  but  I 
would  affectionately  remind  you,  that  there  are  two 
classes  even  amongst  those  who  have  received  a  reli- 
gious education,  and  that  it  is  of  infinite  moment  that 
you  should  determine  for  yourselves  whether  you  be- 
long to  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  apostle's  exhortation  is  addressed  to  Timothy 
on  the  supposition  that  he  was  a  true  believer,  and  ii 
applicable,  in  its  original  purpose,  only  to  such  as  have, 
like  him,  been  made  wise  unto  salvation ;  but  before 
applying  it  to  such,  I  would  address  myself  to  all  who 
have  shared  in  the  advantages  of  early  religious  in- 
struction, and  would  affectionately  remind  you,  that  you 
have  much  reason  for  gratitude,  and  at  the  same  time, 
for  a  very  deep  sense  of  your  responsibility,  on  account 
of  the  privileges  which  you  have  enjoyed.  Even 
should  the  instruction  which  you  have  received,  and 
the  example  you  have  been  privileged  to  witness,  fail 
in  leading  you  to  saving  conversion,  be  assured  that 
they  are  in  their  own  nature  privileges  of  great  yalue, 
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and  that  thej  will  form  an  element  in  jonr  last  ac- 
count. Tou  will  stand  at  the  judgment-seat  on  a  very 
difierent  footing  from  that  of  the  poor  outcasts  who 
liye  in  the  wretched  streets  and  lanes  of  our  city,  and 
will  l>e  reckoned  with  for  the  use  of  your  Bibles,  and 
your  closets,  and  your  family  worship,  and  all  your 
other  means  of  grace ;  for  it  is  the  equitable  law  of 
God's  kingdom,  that  to  ^'  whomsoever  much  has  been 
giTen,  of  him  shall  the  more  be  required."  Impressed, 
as  I  trust  you  are,  with  this  solemn  reflection,  and 
with  a  sense  of  God's  distinguishing  goodness  to  you, 
permit  me  farther  to  remind  you,  that  as  there  are 
many  adyantages,  so  there  are  also  some  peculiar 
dangers,  in  your  case ;  and  of  these  I  shall  only  men- 
tion, first  of  all, — the  tendency,  of  which  you  may  per- 
haps be  conscious,  to  take  too  readily  for  granted  that 
you  are  religious,  merely  because  you  are  a  member 
of  a  religious  family,  and  have  been  from  your  youth 
accustomed  to  religious  observances,  forgetting  that 
religion  is,  with  every  soul  of  man,  a  personal  matter, 
and  that  it  has  its  seat  in  the  heart ; — secondly,  the 
danger  of  your  mistaking  the  natural  and  common 
fruits  of  a  religious  education  for  thorough  conversion 
to  God, — ^your  knowledge,  your  amiable  dispositions, 
your  gentle  manners,  your  correct  habits,  your  atten- 
dance on  ordinances, — all  these  and  many  more  may 
be  nothing  else  than  "  the  form  of  godliness  while  you 
are  destitute  of  its  power ; — and  thirdly,  the  danger  of 
your  supposing,  that  because  you  know  a  great  deal 
more  than  others,  you  have  no  need  of  farther  inquiry, 
and  may  give  your  thoughts  to  other  studies^and^oMX 
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time  to  other  pursuits.  These  temptations  are  peculiar!  j 
incident  to  you,  and  while  I  warn  you  against  them, 
I  would  point  out  a  few  symptoms  by  which  you  may 
discover  the  real  state  of  your  heart.  Are  you  con- 
scious of  a  sincere  desire  Godwards, — such  a  desire  as 
leads  you  to  pray  for  yourselves  in  secret,  as  well  as 
to  join  with  your  families  in  prayer?  Do  you,  in 
your  private,  and  family,  and  public  prayers, — do  you 
really  seek  after  God,  and  offer  up  the  desires  of  your 
heart  to  him  ?  Are  you  convinced  of  sin,  and  have 
you  discovered  that  the  "  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked?"  —  and,  under  a 
sense  of  sin,  are  you  seeking  to  be  cleansed  by  the 
blood  of  Christ,  and  to  be  purified  by  the  grace  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  ?  If  thus  concerned  for  the  salvation  of 
your  souls,  you  are  seeking  it  in  the  way  of  God's 
appointment,  and  making  conscience  of  duty,  then 
"  wait  upon  the  Lord,  and  be  of  good  courage,  and  he 
will  strengthen  your  heart;  wait,  I  say,  upon  the 
Lord."  To  you  the  apostle's  exhortation  may  be  ad- 
dressed, when  he  says  to  Timothy,  "  Continue  thou 
in  the  things  which  thou  hast  learned,  and  hast  been 
assured  of,  knowing  of  whom  thou  hast  learned  them, 
and  that  from  a  child  thou  hast  known  the  Holy 
Scriptures  ;" — continue^  ue.,  "  Hold  fast  the  beginning 
of  your  confidence, — be  not  turned  away  from  the 
hope  of  the  Gospel,  but  continue  in  these  things;** 
nay,  "meditate  upon  these  things;  give  thyself  wholly 
to  them,  that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all."  Paul 
deemed  it  necessary  to  address  such  exhortations 
to  Timothy,  his  deaily  \id.oxed  son^  of  whose  un- 


feigned  faith  he  had  no  doubt,  and  to  whom  he  gare 
tliat  Lonourahle  testimony,  "  Ye  know  the  proof  of 
him,  that,  as  a  son  with  the  father,  he  lialh  served 
with  me  in  the  Gospel."  If,  notwithstanding,  Paul 
be  so  urgent  in  exhorting  him  to  flee  youthful  lusta, 
to  avoid  the  snares  and  temptations  of  the  world,  to 
natch  over  hia  own  spirit,  and  to  maintain  a  constant 
warfare  with  sin, — oh  !  is  not  this  an  afieeting  proof 
that  you,  too,  require  to  he  strengthened,  and  stirred 
up,  and  animated  in  the  path  of  duty  !  Ilia  exhorta- 
tion specially  points  to  the  careful  and  continued 
of  the  tiieans  of  grace  j  and  if  these  were  needful 
Timothy,  how  much  mure  for  you  ? 

But  if  there  he  any  who  have  enjoyed  the  ad' 
tagea  of  a  religious  education,  and  who  are  yet  unable 
to  discover  in  themselves  any  of  those  hopeful  symp' 
toms  which  1  have  described ;  if  they  cannot  honestly 
■ay,  that  they  have  ever  made  the  salvation  of  their 
sonla  a  m;itter  of  personal  concern ;  that  they  have 
ever  sought  after  God,  either  in  the  retirement  of 
their  closets,  or  in  the  season  of  domestic  worship, — 
that  tiiey  are  now  resting  on  Christ's  atonement,  or 
desirous  of  the  Spirit's  grace ;  and  if,  on  the  contrary, 
they  begin  to  be  conscious  of  a  rrpugnaneo  to  the 
strict  views  of  religion  in  which  they  were  hrought 
up, — of  a  disposition  to  clieriah  slighter  thoughts  of 
on  and  to  eslenuate  its  guilt,  or  of  a  tendency  to 
be  weary  of  a  religious  life,  and  to  long  after  greater 
licence  and  gaiety  than  their  father's  house  affords  ; 
if  they  are  seldom  or  never  found  on  their  knees,  or 

Kiheii  Bibles  in  theii  Laud,  and  yet  fiaXtet  ftveta- 
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mItcs  that  diere  may  be  some  easier  road  to  beayen 
than  their  Others  trod  before  them, — oh  !  let  me  be- 
seech them,  now,  and  before  they  advance  one  step 
in  that  way  which  appears  to  them  so  attractive,  to 
pause,  and  choose  such  a  course  as  they  will  be  con- 
tent to  lire  and  die  in ;  and  to  remember,  while  the/ 
make  their  choice,  that  heaven  or  hell  is  involyed 
in  it! 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


CONVERSIONS  AT  PENTECOST.  . 

Acts  ii. 

The  nature,  method,  and  results  of  true  scriptoral 
conyersion  may  be  illustrated  by  the  striking  narra- 
tire  which  is  given  of  the  events  that  occurred  at 
Jerusalem  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  These  events 
were  in  many  respects  extraordinary ;  they  were  ac- 
companied with  miraculous  interposition,  they  pro- 
duced a  powerful  impression  on  the  public  mind,  and 
they  resulted  in  the  sudden  and  simultaneous  conver- 
sion of  many  thousand  souls ;  yet,  in  other  respects, 
fliey  correspond  exactly  with  the  usual  methods  of 
Qod's  procedure  in  the  conversion  of  individual  sin- 
ners, and  may  be  improved,  as  affording  an  instructive 
example  of  the  great  change  which  may  be  still 
wrought  by  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  when 
it  is  applied  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit. 

I,  In  regard  to  the  previous  state  of  the  three 
tbousand  souls  who  were  converted  on  this  occasion, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  belonged  to  two 
distinct  classes, — the  first  including  devout  persons 


wbo  woe  rrii^oos  acMtiliog  to  tbe  iigl>t  nliick  ^j 
had  preTioaslv  enjoved ;  and  lite  second  incltiding, 
perhaps,  a  Mill  larger  munber  of  irreligioDS  men  wbe 
had  rejected  and  {KrsecaleJ  the  Savioor,  and  mn 
chargeable  with  the  gaiti  of  instigating  or  conseDiiBfi 
to  his  death.  The  disdncdon  which  I  diaw  hetifiit 
these  two  classes  is  founded  on  those  patts  of  tbc 
nairatire,  on  the  one  hand,  which  declare  that  amoq 
the  assembled  moititDde  there  '■'■  were  direlling  il 
Jerasalem,  dtvout  mm,  out  of  every  nation  nndo' 
htiavea ;"  and  on  the  other  hand,  on  those  paits  of 
Peter's  sermon  in  which  he  diicclty  charges  on  thoR 
whom  he  addressed  the  guilt  of  the  Lord's  blood:— 
"  Him  being  delirered  by  the  determinate  connsel  rf 
God,  J*  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands  haTe  mb- 
cific^d  and  slain," — **  God  hath  made  that  same  Jestt 
whom  ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ."  So 
that  here  we  hare  a  variety  nj'charactfrt.  Among 
the  "  devout  men"  who  were  nssemlijcd  ut  Jerusalem 
for  the  celebration  of  a  great  religious  festival,  then 
might  be  some  intelligent  and  godly  Jews  or  prOK- 
lytes,  who,  like  Cornelius,  "  feared  God,  and  gsT» 
much  alms  to  the  people,  and  prayed  to  God  alwRj  ;* 
•~iome  others,  who,  like  (be  Ethiopian  treasurer,  wen 
ignorant  but  sincere, — while  perhaps  there  were  nol 
a  few,  who,  like  the  devout  women  at  Antioch,  wae 
filled  with  Jetvish  prejudices,  and  with  an  intolerant 
zeal  which  migbt  lead  tbera  to  take  part  in  petsecut- 
ing  Chriiit  and  his  humble  followers.  And  among 
the  mised  multitude  who  listened  to  Peter's  sennmi. 
tJiere  were  probaWy  men.  cS  c^erj  SvSijusnj.  «hade  of 


OONVERBKlNa  AT  PESTECOST.  37! 

Miter, — some  who  had  been  active  agents  in  the 
J  of  the  Lord, — others  who  had  heen  mere 
^ectators  of  it ;  and  who,  according  to  their  several 
babits  of  thouglit  and  fueling,  were  so  difierentlj 
affected  hj  the  miraculous  luaitifestation  of  the  Spirit, 
tliat  while  some  were  impressed  and  affected  by  it, 
others  treated  it  with  mockery  and  scorn.  How  many 
belonging  to  each  of  these  various  classes  were  con- 
verted, we  have  no  means  of  ascerliiitiing ;  hut  it  is 
plain  that  not  3  few  then  underwent  this  great  change 
who  were  chargeable  with  the  guilt  of  the  Saviour's 
blood ;  for  vvhen  Peter  pressed  this  charge  on  their 
consciences,  they  "  were  pricked  to  the  heart,' — a 
clear  proof  that  they  were  self-convicted  and  self- 
condemned, 
^Lll.  If  we  now  consider  tbe  circumstances  nbich 
^■bompanicd,  and  the  means  which  effected  their  con- 
^^toioQ,  we  shall  find  that  it  is  of  considerable  prao- 
I  tieal  importance  to  distinguish  betwixt  these  two 
things,  and  to  assign  to  each  the  place  which  properly 
belongs  to  it.  The  circumstances  of  this  case  were, 
in  some  respects,  extraordinary  and  peculiar,  and  such 
as  have  no  parallel  in  the  usual  esperience  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  the  meana  which  contributed 
more  or  less  directly  to  the  result  which  is  here  re- 
corded, were  some  of  them  preparatory,  others  imme- 
diate and  direct. 

This  great  awakening  of  souls  was  preceded  by 
Jervent  and  united  prater.  This  was  an  important 
preparatory  means, — a  means  which,  in  accordance 
|Nth  the  failhful  promise  of  God,  engage!  tirav^V] 
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power  on  the  side  of  the  preachers  of  the  €h>spel. 
The  apostles  had  been  commanded  by  the  Lord,  im- 
mediately before  his  ascension  to  glory,  to  wait  at 
Jerusalem  until  they  should  receive  the  promise  of 
the  Father ;  and  when  they  returned  to  the  city  from 
Mount  Olivet,  "  they  went  up  into  an  upper  room, 
where  abode  both  Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and 
Andrew,  Philip  and  Thomas,  Bartholomew  and  Mat- 
thew, James  the  son  of  Alpheus,  and  Simon  Zelotes, 
and  Judas  the  brother  of  James.  These  all  continued 
with  one  accord  in  prayer  and  supplication^  with 
the  women,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and  with 
his  brethren."  The  number  of  the  disciples  at  this 
time  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty, — ^these  all 
continued  to  meet  for  prayer;  and  so,  "when  the  day 
of  Pentecost  was  fully  come,  they  were  all  with  one 
accord  in  one  place,"  when  the  promise  of  the  Father 
was  suddenly  fulfilled  by  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Mark  here  how  prayer  preceded  the  most  remark- 
able awakening  of  souls  that  ever  occurred  in  the 
Church  of  God;  nay,  how  it  stood  connected  with 
the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Spirit.  It  was  after  fre- 
quent united  prayer,  and  it  was  when  they  were  again 
assembled  for  the  same  purpose,  that  "  they  were  all 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  began  to  speak  with 
other  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance."  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  too,  that  the  Lord  had  given 
them  an  express  promise^  which  left  no  doubt  as  to 
the  communication  of  the  Spirit's  gifts  ;  for  not  only 
iad  he  said,  before  bis  crucifixion^  "  I  will  pray  the 
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Father,  and  be  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  that 
he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever,  even  the  Spirit  of 
truth;*'  but  again,  after  his  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  and  immediately  before  his  ascension  to  glory, 
he  said,  '^  Behold,  I  send  the  promise  of  my  Father 
upon  you  :  but  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  until 
ye  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high."  "  And  being 
assembled  together  with  them,  he  commanded  them 
that  they  should  not  depart  from  Jerusalem,  but  wait 
for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  which,  saith  he,  ye  have 
heard  of  me.**  "  Ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you :  and  ye  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  me,  both  in  Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judea, 
and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth."  The  Lord*s  promise,  then,  was  express ;  but 
his  promise  did  not  supersede  their  prayer  ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  former  was  the  ground  and  reason  of  the 
latter,  according  to  the  saying  of  the  prophet,  "  I  the 
Lord  have  spoken  it,  and  I  will  do  it.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God,  I  will  yet  for  this  be  inquired  of  by  the 
house  of  Israel,  to  do  it  for  them.*' 

Great  things  are  still  promised  in  answer  to  believ- 
ing prayer.  For  not  only  have  we  the  general  pro- 
mise, *'  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive ;  seek,  and  ye  shall 
find ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you,** — ^but 
jspecially,  in  regard  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  have  that 
precious  assurance, — "  If  ye  being  evil  know  how  to 
give  good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more 
will  your  Father  in  heaven  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
them  that  ask  him.*'  And  a  peculiar  blessing  is  an- 
nexed to  united  social  prayer ;  for  ^*  I  say  unto  you," 
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nUC%riit,**  llkal  if  twoof  joa  shall  agree  on  taitli 
m  Umebing  anj  tlii^  that  lliej  shaQ  oolc.  U  Bhall  W 
doBefbrlkcm  of  m;  FnAer  nhicfa  is  m  li^Ten.  Fcr 
whcte  two  oc  iliree  ate  gathcfcd  together  in  mj  name, 
then  am  I  in  tbr  BMkt  of  thma.~  I«t  these  gtacion* 
praousct  be  an  tntamiaQneoieai  ta  ferreat,  perseTeniif 
PBWCT  1  and  let  ns,  nith  holj  importanilj,  never  hold 
oar  pence  dar  nor  night.  "  Ve  that  make  inenticai 
of  the  Lon),  keep  not  Eilmce,  and  give  bim  no  rest, 
till  he  esliablisb,  and  till  be  make  Jerusalem  a  piu« 
in  lh«  earth." 

In  unswec  to  helienng  prarer.  the  primitiTe  diso- 
plesrcrrited  the  miraculoui  giJU  of  the  Holy  Sprit, 
tthich  nrre  olso  a  preparatory  mtans  in  leading  <• 
the  great  work  of  conTtr^on  whtcli  was  eoon  afio- 
watds  an.-oni{ilUhnl.  These  giits  were-,  in  yaxuM 
respects,  fitted  to  prepare  tbe  waj  for  tliat  ^orioiB 
work.  Tliey  serrcil  nt  once  to  slrrnglheii  the  faitktf 
the  disciples,  us  lliev  nere  a  manifest  fulfilmeU  if 
the  Lord's  worJ  of  promise, — to  i^uulify  them  fw  de- 
cUriog  tlic  Gospel  niessoge  (o  men  of  rarioaa  nadoiH 
then  assembltsl  tvt  Jerusalem,  :is  they  conferred  a  poMi 
of  speaking  to  tliem  in  their  oi»n  languages, — audi* 
atford  ample  evideuce  to  others  of  God's  inteipo^ 
tioQ,  OS  they  were,  in  their  own  natnre,  clearif  lai' 
undeniably  mimculou^.  We  Iiure  already  seen  tfaat 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  crowning  tvtdoiM 
of  the  divine  mission  of  tlie  Sanour :  it  ivos  parfundf ' 
reserred,  anil  expressly  promised,  as  the  diviorijr  i^ 
pointed  proof  of  his  ascension  a]id  exaltatioa  to  tbe 
tight  hand  of  (ioii, — of  Ot\c  !\cc^\siv<^e  of  his  fint«licd' 
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Work, — and  of  its  efficacy  in  procuring  those  gifts  for 
men  which  He  died  to  purchase,  and  was  exalted  to 
bestow.  And  we  may  well  admire  the  wisdom  of 
God  in  providing  this  crowning  proof  of  the  divine 
mission  of  the  Saviour,  and  manifesting  it  at  that  par^ 
ticular  time.  For  not  only  did  it  strengthen  the  faith 
of  the  apostles,  and  qualify  them  for  declaring  the 
Gospel  in  various  languages,* — but  being  sent  during 
one  of  the  great  annual  festivals  of  the  Jews,  it  made 
known  the  truth,  and  its  divine  evidence,  to  multi- 
tudes who  were  then  collected  at  Jerusalem,  and  who, 
on  their  return  to  their  respective  homes,  carried  with 
them  the  seed  of  the  Word,  and  scattered  it  every 
where  throughout  the  world ;  for  there  were  among 
them  '^  Parthians,  and  Mcdes,  and  Elamites,  and  the 
dwellers  in  Mesopotamia,  and  in  Judea,  and  Cappa- 
docia,  in  Pontus,  and  Asia,  Phrygia,  and  Pamphylia, 
in  Egypt,  and  in  the  parts  of  Libya,  about  Cyrene, 
and  strangers  of  Rome,  Jews  and  Proselytes,  Cretes 
and  Arabians." 

Such  were  the  preparatory  means  which  led  to  the 
great  work  of  conversion  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  ;— 
united  social  prayer  on  the  part  of  the  disciples  or 
Church  of  Christ,  and  a  miraculous  effusion  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  the  gift  of  tongues. 

But  you  will  carefully  observe,  that  the  conversions 

*  I  take  for  granted  that  the  words  are  to  be  understood  in  their  natural 
and  obTiouB  meaning.  Dr  Neander  of  Berlin  has  attempted  to  show,  as 
it  appears  to  me,  without  success,  that  ttie  apostles  did  not  speak  in  other 
languages  than  their  own,  but  spoke  in  their  own  language  with  such  ecs- 
tacy  and  power,  that  others  could  understand  lYievti.— Meander* t  History 
vftke  First  Planting  of  the  Christian  Churchy  vol.  i.  p.  15. 
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whicli  are  here  recorded  are  not  ascribed  solely,  at 
eren  chiefly,  to  tlie  miraculous  and  extraordinary  rit- 
cumstances  by  which  they  were  preceded  ;  othemue. 
they  would  afford  no  ground  to  expect  similar  conTcr- 
aioiiB  in  these  modern  times,  when  the  gift  of  toogua 
has  ceased.  The  miraculous  dispensation  of  the  Spirit 
was  a  powerful  preparatory  means ;  but  the  directukd 
immediate  means  of  conversion  in  this,  as  in  ettij 
other  case,  was  <he  preaching  of  Gospel  truth,  applied 
to  the  heart  and  conscience  by  the  lloly  Ghost.  The 
gift;  of  tongues  served  an  Important  purpose  in  prepar- 
ing the  way  for  the  free  proclamation  of  the  GospiJ  00 
the  part  of  the  apostles,  and  for  the  lielie^ing  rewj- 
tion  of  it  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  for  it  enabled  ibe 
apostles  to  speak,  and  the  people  to  bear,  tbe  Go^ 
in  Tarions  languages,  so  as  that  it  could  be  cleadj 
understood,  and  intelligently  believed.  It  nas  &wi 
aleo  to  excite  their  interest,  and  to  awaken  ihnr  M- 
tention  to  the  Oospel  message,  inasmuch  as  tlio  giftrf 
tongues  evinced  the  miraculous  interpositiou  of  Ond; 
and  it  afforded  sufficient  evidence  to  autbenlicate  Ibl 
truth,  and  to  establish  the  divine  commission  of  it 
apostles ; — but  farther  than  this  it  went  not ;  it  fnt 
not  of  itself  the  means  of  converting  tbe  soul :  tbtt 
change  could  then  be  wrought  by  no  other  means  tbai 
those  which  are  still  effectual  for  the  same  end,—! 
mean  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  applied  with  pomt 
by  the  Spirit  of  God.  You  will  observe,  thatnoodft- 
version  followed  immediately  on  the  miraculoos^tf 
tongues.  The  effect  of  that  wonderfiil  manifeetaticB 
was,  that  all  woiidmeA,»Aaft  &.(iubled,  others  mocked ; 
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— but  none  were  converted  till  the  glorious  Gospel 
was  proclaimed. 

There  were,  id  fact,  threh  succeaslTe  stages  in  the 
experience  of  those  who  were  converted  on  tlie  day  of 
Pentecost ;  and  as  many  distinct  results  of  the  varions 
means  which  were  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  First 
of  all,  before  any  discourse  was  addressed  to  them, 
the  whole  multitude  were  called  to  witness  t!ie  mira- 
cutout  gift  of  tongues;  and  this  produced,  as  its  ap- 
propriate effect,  in  some,  a  sense  of  awe  and  wonder ; 
and,  in  others,  mockery  and  scorn  :  it  set  the  minds 
of  both  classes  to  work, — but  the  one  in  the  way  of 
anxious  inquiry,  the  other  in.  the  way  of  sceptical  ex- 
planation ; — for  the  immediate  result  of  this  miracu- 
lous dispensation  is  described,  when  it  is  said,  "  And 
&sy  were  all  amazed,  and  were  in  doubt,  saying  one 
to  another,  "What  meanelb  this  ?  Others,  mocking, 
said,  These  men  are  full  of  new  wine."  They  were 
not  converted — they  were  not  even  convinced  by  the 
■mracle ;  but  their  attention  was  arrested  by  means 
©fit. 

Then  followeJ^  secondly,  a  worh  of  conviction, 
which  Wiis  wrought  by  the  first  part  of  Peter's  sermon, 
in  which  be  established,  by  incontrovertible  proof,  the 
great  truth,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ ;  and  this  effect  is 
described,  when  it  is  said,  "  Now,  when  they  heard 
this,  they  were  pricked  in  their  heart,  and  said  unto 
Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  apostles,  Men  and  brethren, 
what  shall  we  do?"  Here  we  see  the  gift  of  the  Spirit, 
(.■onaidered  as  the  fruit  and  manifestation  of  Christ's 
exaltation  to  glory,  producing  in  the  minda  ot  \iis\it- 
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lievers  a  deep  conviction  of  sin ;  according  to  his  own 
intimation  to  the  apostles — "  When  he  is  come,  he 
will  reprove  or  convince  the  world  of  sin  " — '*  of  sin, 
because  they  believe  not  on  me."  Still  their  conver- 
sion was  not  complete — ^they  were  as  yet  only  under- 
going the  preparatory  discipline  of  conviction,  and  im- 
bued with  a  spirit  of  thoughtful  inquiry;  but  then 
followed, 

Thirdly,  the  work  of  real  conversion^  by  which  they 
were  enabled  and  persuaded  to  embrace  Christ  for 
salvation ;  and  which  was  effected,  instrumentally,  by 
the  second  part  of  Peter  s  address,  in  which  he  de- 
clared the  Gospel  message,  and  exhorted  them  to  dose 
with  it,  by  the  gracious  assurance,  that  guilty  as  they 
were,  they  were  welcome  to  come  to  Christ  for  life. 
"  Then  said  Peter  unto  them.  Repent  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you,  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  for  the  pro- 
mise is  unto  you  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that 
are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
call."  So  that,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  it  was  the 
Gospel  chiefly,  and  not  the  miracle,  which  led  to  the 
great  work  of  conversion,  by  which  three  thousand 
souls  were  added  to  the  Church  of  such  as  should  be 
saved. 

The  direct  means,  then,  of  this  great  work  of  con- 
version, was  Peter*s  sermon^  in  which  he  unfolded  the 
Gospel  message,  and  pressed  it  home  on  their  hearts 
and  consciences,  with  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and 
power. 

Let  us  briefly  coivsldw  the  ^o^e  and  substance  of  this 
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remarkfiLle  discourse.  It  divides  itself  into  two  parts. 
In  the  first,  Peter  does  iiot  disdain  to  remove  a  pre- 
judice from  the  minds  of  hia  hearers  n-hich  might 
have  disinclined  them  to  receive  the  meosage  he  was 
about  to  deliver ;  and,  accordingly,  lie  hegins  by  re- 
ferring calmly  to  the  accusation  which  "  mockera  " 
had  raised  against  the  apostles,  as  if  they  ivere  intoxi- 
cated  or  unduly  escited.  He  then  refers  to  a  passage 
in  the  prophecy  of  Joel,  which  predicted  an  outpour- 
ing of  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  virtue  of  which  many 
should  prophesy  before  "  the  great  and  notable  day 
of  the  Lord  ;"  and  represents  the  events  which  they 
now  witnessed  as  the  visible  fultilment  of  that  predic- 
tion. He  proceeds  fearlessly  to  preach  Christ  cr«- 
cified  ;  he  declares  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  a 
man  approved  of  God  among  them,  by  miracles,  and 
wonders,  and  signs,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the 
midst  of  them — appealing  to  their  own  knowledge,  ais 
affordingampleeoniirmationofliis  testimony ;  he  then 
charges  home  upon  them  the  guilt  of  having  taken, 
and  by  wicked  hands  crucified  and  slain  him. — appeal- 
ing to  their  own  consciences,  as  suflicient  to  convict 
them  of  t!Js  flagrant  sin  ;  he  then  declares  his  resur- 
rection fi-om  the  dead,  both  as  predicted  by  the  psal- 
mist, and  aa  testified  by  the  apostles,  who  were  all 
Tfitnesses  that  God  had  raised  him  up  ;  and,  finally, 
te  declares  his  exaltation  by  the  right  band  of  God, — 
not  his  ascension  merely,  but  his  glorification,  in  token 
of  Clod's  acceptance,  and  in  preparation  for  his  great 
reward, — for  he  represents  the  gift  of  the  Holy  G\\iKt 
as  liavia^  heeB  received  from  the  Fatter,  o,a  a  ^\e4?f5 
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of  his  approbation,  and  as  having  been  dispensed  hy 
the  Son,  in  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power  as  a  Prince 
and  Saviour ;  a  gift  which  made  it  manifest,  that  He 
who  once  hung  on  the  cross,  was  now  seated  on  the 
throne ;  and  that  he  occupied  that  throne  by  virtue 
of  His  authority  who  said  to  him,  "  Sit  thou  on  my 
right  hand  until  I  make  thy  foes  thy  footstool."  Thus 
Peter  narrates  the  leading  facts  of  the  Lord's  personal 
history  :  beginning  at  Nazareth,  he  traces  him  through 
his  public  ministry  to  the  cross, — ^from  the  cross  to  the 
grave, — and  from  the  grave  to  the  throne  of  heaven ; 
and  the  one  purport  and  design  of  the  whole  of  his 
discourse,  is  just  to  establish,  on  the  ground  of  its 
proper  evidence,  and  to  impress  on  their  minds,  that 
one  great,  but  simple  truth,  which  is  stated  in  the  d6th 
verse,  as  the  sum  and  substance  of  his  present  testi- 
mony— "  Therefore,  let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know 
assuredly,  that  God  hath  made  that  same  Jesus, 
whom  ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ." 
The  great  object  of  the  first  part  of  Peter  s  discourse, 
then,  was  to  show  that  "  Jesus  is  the  Christ ;"  in 
other  words,  that  the  same  Jesus  w^ho  was  bom  at 
Bethlehem,  brought  up  in  Nazareth,  and  was  cruci- 
fied on  Calvary,  was  the  Messiah  who  had  been  pro- 
mised to  the  fathers ;  and  that  he  was,  as  his  name 
imports,  God  s  anointed  One ;  his  anointed  Prophet, 
to  declare  his  mind  and  will ;  his  anointed  Priest,  to 
make  reconciliation  for  the  people  ;  and  his  anointed 
Lord  and  King,  whom  they  were  bound  to  obey. 
This  one  truth,  if  established,  was  sufficient  to  demon- 
strate their  guilt  in  laa^m^  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory, 
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and  to  change  all  tlie  views  and  feelings  nith  which 
they  had  lieretofore  regarded  him  ;  for  if  -Jesus  was 
the  Christ,  then  they  had  heen  giiilty  of  rebellion 
against  God  when  they  piit  him  to  death,  and  they 
could  not  now  he  safe  if  He  were  on  the  throne  ! 

The  immediate  effect  that  was  produced  on  their 
minds  hy  the  first  part  of  Peter's  sermon,  was  a  con- 
viction of  their  guilt  and  danger — a  conviction  which 
is  here  described  as  deeply  painful  and  penetrating, 
when  it  is  said,  "They  were  pricked  in  their  hearts;" 
and,  under  the  influence  of  this  conviction,  theyuttered 
that  serious  question,  "  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall 
we  do  ?"  They  might  have  hcgun  to  think  that  all  was 
over  with  theiu — that  their  case  was  utterly  hopeless — 
that,  having  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  there  remained 
nothing  for  them  "  hut  a  certain  fearful  looking  for 
of  judgment,  and  fiery  indignation  :"  their  language 
bespeaks  bewilderment,  if  not  despair  :  they  speak  as 
men  who  know  not  to  what  hand  to  turn  themselves, 
or  what  they  could  do. — But,  oh  !  mark  the  freenesa  of 
the  Gospel :  having  thus  prepared  them  to  receive  the 
pacious  message ;  having  established  the  fiict  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ  of  God,  and  thereby  awakened  a  sense 
of  guilt  and  danger,  and  prompted  a  spirit  of  earnest 
inquiry, — Peter  at  once,  and  without  any  qualification 
or  reserve,  unfolds  the  glad  tidings  of  a  full  and  free 
salvation  :  he  excepts  none— he  excludes  none ;  he 
eichorta  all — lie  encourages  all ;  for  this  is  the  glorious 
message  which  he  was  commissioned  to  deliver  — 
"  Repent,  and  he  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  fov  the  remission  of  alns,  krI 


382  ILLTTBTIIATITE  CABES. 

ye  ahall  receiye  the  ^ft  of  the  Holy  Ghoat.  For  ihe 
promiee  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  lo  sit 
that  are  aiar  off,  eTen  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  G«d 
shall  call." 

This  is  emphatically  the  Gospix-^-~the  Gospel  in  all 
its  fuhiesa  and  iu  all  its  freeness.  It  proceeds  on  a  sup- 
podtion  of  their  guilt  and  danger,  and  addresses  then 
as  sinners,  but,  at  the  same  time,  and  to  these  sanf 
sinners,  it  proclaims  the  remissiou  of' sins;  nay,  the 
remission  of  sins  through  that  very  blood  by  itliidt 
their  hands  were  stained,  and  which  now  lay  hea.Tj 
on  their  consciences.  They  are  exhorted  to  be  bap- 
tieed,  in  token  of  their  being  washed  by  that  b!o«J 
which  might  seem,  like  the  blood  of  Abel,  to  rail 
for  Heaven's  vengeance  against  them  ;  bat  this  wo 
the  blood  of  sprinkling,  which  speaketh  better  thin^ 
than  the  blood  of  Abel,  and  here  ftod,  instead  <f 
saying,  "  What  hast  thou  done  ?  the  voice  of  thy  bw- 
ther's  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  ground," — com- 
missions his  ministering  servant  to  preach  that  TW 
blood  for  the  remission  of  sins.  True,  it  was  ibeii 
sin,  that  they  had  shed  this  blood ;  and  Peter  chai^ 
them  vrith  it,  when  he  says,  "  Him  being  deliwnl 
by  the  detenninate  comisel  and  foreknowledge  of  God, 
ye  have  taken,  and  by  viifked  hands  have  cntdficd 
and  slain;" — but  mark,  it  was  the  very  blood  whid 
they  had  sinfully  shed,  whereby  they  were  to  obBin 
the  remission  of  that  and  of  every  other  sin, — for  ill 
"  was  the  blood  of  the  New  Testament  shed  for  nMO^ 
for  the  remission  of  sins."  It  was  their  sin  that  ih* 
crucified  theT-iOtd-,  ^et'tiacnsi&.TAsi^^aat.he  mwnt 
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f  their  salration.  And  Uie  same  trulli  is  applicfible 
^  ourselves ;  for  Le  it  remembered,  our  guilt  was  tie 
e  of  the  Saviour's  sufferings, — our  sins  were 
e  nails  which  suspended  him  to  the  accursed  tree ; 
f  who  knew  no  sin  was  made  sin  for  ns ;  he  was 
inded  for  oui  transgressionB,  he  was  bruised  for 
nitjuities;  and  as  without  the  shedding  of  blood 
e  could  be  no  remission,  so  by  the  blood  of  Jesus 
le  sing  which  caused  his  death  are  freely  foigiven ; 
n  consequence  of  that  stupendous  atonement, 
d  can  be  the  just  God  and  yet  the  Saviour;  the 
i  has  been  expiated,  and  the  sinner  may  be  saved. 
s  the  Gospel  message ;  and  it  was  the  will  of 
1  who  died  on  the  cross  "  that  repentance  and  re- 
.  should  be  preached  in  his  name  among 
B  nations,  beginning  at  JeniBalem." 

a  and  substance  of  the  Gospel  is  repentance 
ains,  —  remission  of  sins  through 
e  of' Jesus;  and  the  perfect  feeness  of  it  is 
(BUtifiilly  illustrated  by  the  narrative  of  what  occur- 
1  the  day  of  Pentecost,  viewed  in  connection 
lUr  Lord's  command,  that  this  doctrine  should 
k  preached  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  JERtr- 
iLBM. — Beginning  at  Jerusalem ! — the  city  of  his 
lexers — the  same  city  whose  streets  had  but  re- 
intly  resounded  with  the  cry,  "  Crucify  him !  crucify 
1 ! " — the  city  that  had  called  forth  his  tears,  when 
i  wept  OTer  it,  and  said,  "  0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem, 
Siou  that  Idllest  the  prophets,  and  stoncst  them  that 
are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  ivould  I  have  gathered 
thy  children  as  a  hen  gatherctb.  hex  cbicVeuK  tuv^iiKt 
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her  ^-ings,  but  ye  would  not," — "  Oh !  that  thou  hadst 
known,  even  thou,  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which 
belong  to  thy  peace,  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine 
eyes," — the  city,  which  besides  being  washed  with  his 
tears,  was  now  stained  by  his  blood, — that  same  city, 
guilty,  devoted  as  it  was,  was  yet  to  receive  the  first 
announcement  of  the  remission  of  sins,  and  the  Lord  s 
command  was  fulfilled  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when 
Peter  freely  proclaimed  repentance  and  the  remission 
of  sins  even  to  the  very  men  whom  he  charged  as  the 
murderers  of  his  Lord.  To  them,  vdthout  exception 
and  without  reserve,  he  proclaimed  a  full  and  free 
salvation ;  and  in  this  one  fiict,  we  have  a  conclusive 
proof  of  the  perfect  freeness  of  the  Gospel, — ^for  where 
is  the  man  now  under  the  Christian  ministry  whose 
case  is  worse  than  that  of  the  thousands  who  then 
received  the  joyful  sound  ?  Viewing  it  in  this  light, 
John  Bunyan,  the  able  author  of  the  "  Pilgrim's  Pro- 
gress," makes  a  felicitous  and  powerful  application  of 
this  part  of  the  Gospel  narrative,  to  remove  all  the 
doubts  and  scruples  of  those  who  think  themselves  too 
guilty  to  be  saved,  or  who  do  not  sufficiently  under- 
stand the  perfect  freeness  of  this  salvation.  He  sup- 
poses one  of  those  whom  Peter  addressed,  exclaiming, 
But  I  was  one  of  those  who  plotted  to  take  away  his 
life ;  is  there  hope  for  me  ?  Another,  But  I  was  one 
of  those  who  bare  false  witness  against  him  :  is  there 
grace  for  me  ?  A  third.  But  I  was  one  of  those  that 
cried  out,  "  Crucify  him !  crucify  him ! "  can  there  be 
hope  for  me  ?  A  fourth,  But  I  was  one  of  those  that 
did  spit  in  his  face^  when  he  stood  before  his  accusers^ 
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and  I  mocked  him  vfhen  in  anguish  he  hung  bleeding 
on  the  tree :  is  there  hope  for  me  ?  A  fifth,  But  I  was 
one  Tvho  gave  him  yinegar  to  drink :  is  there  hope  for 
me  ?  And  when,  in  reply,  Peter  proclaims,  "  Repent 
and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  Holy  Ghost ;  for 
the  promise  is  unto  you  and  to  your  children," — Bun- 
yan  thus  applies  it  to  the  conscience  of  every  sinner : 
"  Wherefore,  sinner,  be  ruled  by  me  in  this  matter ; 
feign  not  thyself  another  man,  if  thou  hast  been  a  vile 
sinner.  Go  in  thine  own  colours  to  Jesus  Christ.  Put 
thyself  amongst  the  most  vile,  and  let  him  alone,  to  put 
thee  among  the  children.  Thou  art,  as  it  were,  called 
by  name,  to  come  for  mercy.  Thou  man  of  Jerusa- 
lem, hearken  to  the  call," — say,  "  Stand  aside,  devil, 
Christ  calls  me.  Stand  away,  unbelief!  Christ  calls 
me.  Stand  away,  all  my  discouraging  apprehensions, 
for  my  Saviour  calls  me  to  receive  mercy."  "  Christ, 
as  he  sits  on  the  throne  of  grace,  pointeth  over  the 
heads  of  thousands  directly  to  such  a  man,  and  says, 
Come^ — ^wherefore,  since  he  says  come,  let  the  angels 
make  a  lane,  and  all  men  make  room,  that  the  Jeru- 
salem sinner  may  come  to  Christ  for  mercy." 

But  while  the  free  remission  of  sins  through  the 
blood  of  Christ  was  the  salvation  which  Peter  pro- 
claimed, it  was  a  salvation  which  stood  connected 
with  an  entire  change  of  mind  and  heart ;  and  hence 
the  offer  of  a  free  forgiveness  is  combined  with  an 
exhortation  to  "  repent  and  be  baptized."  Repentance 
means  properly  a  change  of  mind, — and  implies  faith 
in  the  truth  which  they  had  formerly  rejected,  but 
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which  tbey  were  now  called  to  receiTe;  somv  lot 
their  sin  in  crucifjing  the  L<»d  of  glorr,  and  a  dim- 
ful  sntrender  of  tliemselTes  to  his  authaiitT,  nir* 
that  thej  were  convinced  of  his  exalcation.  It  might 
seem  to  be  an  unreasonable  thing  in  Peter  lo  t^ 
upon  them  to  repent^  when  this  implied  so  great  i 
change  of  mind  and  heart — a  change  so  far  sarpafsus; 
the  power  of  unaided  nature.  Was  it  not  writren, 
that  "  the  camal  mind  is  enmity  against  God," — ilol 
"  the  natural  man  receiTelh  not  tie  things  of  ibe 
Spirit  of  God,  for  ihey  are  foolishness  to  him  ;  neillier 
can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  (b- 
cemed," — iind  "  that  no  man  can  call  Jesus,  Lord,  hil 
by  the  Holy  Ghost?"  And  what  was  there  ii 
words  that  could  overcome  that  enmity,  or  cure 
blindness,  or  impart  power  to  repent  and  belie«I 
Peter  was  not  deterred  by  any  consideration  of  thii 
kind :  he  preached  boldly,  "  Repent  and  be  baptizeil,' 
and  afterwards,  "  Repent  and  be  conrerted,"  amplj 
because  he  knew  that  his  word,  weak  in  itself,  migbt 
be  made  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of 
strongholds.  For  while  such  was  the  substance  of 
I'eter's  sermon,  which  was  the  instrumental  meau  of 
the  great  work  of  conversion  on  the  day  of  Penie«rt> 
it  must  never  he  forgotten,  that  the  truth  tihus  de>Jsred 
was  rendered  effectual  by  the  accompanying  gnu 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  speak  not  at  present  of  tke  gi 
of  tongues,  or  of  any  other  of  the  Riiroculons  manife 
lations  of  the  Spirit's  power ;  but  of  his  inward  g»M. 
exerted  on  the  minds,  the  consciences,  and  the  hmv 
lit  the  hearers,  w\\eic\>"j  '■'■  vWvi  ^-^ca  -««tc  o^ned,  aai 
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they  were  turned  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God."  It  is  true  that  Peter  was 
an  inspired  apostle ;  it  is  also  true  that  the  Gospel 
which  he  preached  was  in  every  respect  suited  as  an 
instrument  for  effecting  the  conyersion  of  souls ;  nay, 
it  is  equally  true,  that  his  words  were  accompanied 
wiA  2ch  a  nJifest  interposition  of  divine  Jower, 
as  was  plainly  miraculous;  but  all  this  would  not 
haye  accomplished  the  work  had  the  inward,  enlight- 
oiing,  and  regenerating  grace  of  the  Spirit  been  with- 
held. It  is  the  solemn  testimony  of  another  apostle, 
himself  an  inspired  man,  and  endowed  with  the  gift 
of  tongues  and  the  power  of  working  miracles,  that 
^  Paul  may  plant,  and  Apollos  water ;  but  God  giveth 
the  increase.  Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos, 
but  ministers  by  whom  ye  beliered  as  God  gave  to 
every  man."  If  any  believed,  it  was  because  "  it  was 
given  to  them  on  the  behalf  of  Christ  to  believe  on 
his  name,**  for  "  faith  is  the  gift  of  God ;"  and  if  any 
repented,  it  was  because  their  hearts  were  softened 
and  changed  by  Him  who  is  "  exalted  as  a  Prince  and 
Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  the  remission  of  sins." 
There  are  two  very  different  operations  of  the  Spirit 
of  €k)d  which  are  distinctly  mentioned  in  the  New 
Testament, — ^the  one  external,  the  other  internal, — 
the  one  temporary,  the  other  permanent, — the  one 
peculiar  to  a  few,  the  other  common  to  all  in  every 
age  who  are  savingly  converted  to  God.  The  first 
consists  in  those  gifts  of  prophecy,  or  tongues,  or 
miracles,  which  were  the  appropriate  evidences  of 
God  s  interposition,  but  which  were  not  in  themselves 
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either  tbe  sure  means  or  the  inTiuiable  syinphnnsnf 
salvation ;  the  second  consists  in  those  inward  gTHC* 
of  faith,  repentance,  love,  peace,  and  jov,  which  con- 
stitute the  elements  of  a  new  spiritual  life  in  the  soul. 
It  follows  that  there  must  have  been  on  the  dav  of 
Pentecost  another  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  hf- 
sides  the  miraculous  gift  of  tongrtes — even  a  diiwt 
operation  on  the  soul  of  every  convert,  applying  llw 
truth  with  power  to  his  heart  and  conscience,  sult- 
duing  his  will,  and  bringing  bim  into  captivity  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ.  The  efiect  of  the  miraculou 
dispensation  corresponded  with  the  impression  which 
is  now  produced  on  the  public  mind  by  the  readily 
of  the  Scriptures :  many  are  impressed  and  half  ci»- 
Tineed,  who  are  not  savingly  converted  ;  and  in  I 
leases  an  tHlet-nnl  work  of  the  Spirit  is  essenliall; 
neci'ssary  to  give  eflicauy  to  his  outward  teaching  ij 
the  Word,  or  his  outward  tcsltraony  by  miracles  and 
signs.  Thousands  probably  left  the  streets  of  Jeru- 
salem on  that  memorable  occasion,  awestruck  and 
astonished  by  what  they  had  seen  and  heard,  but  still 
unconvinced  and  imconverted ;  and  the  three  thou- 
sand who  believed,  were  enabled  and  persuaded  to  do 
so  by  the  effectual  grace  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  So  it 
it  at  the  present  time.  We  still  live  nnder  a  dispeo- 
sation  which  is  emphatically  called  the  "  ministtatioa 
of  the  Spirit ;"  and  although  his  visible  testimony  by 
1  miracles  is  no  longer  vouchsafed,  we  h 
ind  his  written  testimony — even  the  Wad, 
whieh  is  the  Spirit's  witness  to  Christ ;  hut  that  Wort. 
tllOllgll  iep\ele  wYlk  ^Toofe  ot  '^'i^^vwl'i.tjeaching. 


will  not  ayail  for  our  conversion  any  more  than  the 
gift  of  tonguea  aTailed  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  for  the 
conversion  of  all  who  witnessed  it,  unless  it  be  accom- 
panied ivith  that  inward  and  effectual  operation  by 
which  the  three  thousand  were  added  to  the  Church 
of  the  living  God.  But  this  enlightening,  convincing, 
and  sanctifying  grace  of  the  Spirit,  is  the  permanent 
privilege  of  the  Christian  Church;  and  "ivhile  miracles 
have  ceased  and  tongues  have  foiled,"  ve  are  still 
privileged  to  espcct  that  "  God  will  give  the  Spirit  to 
tbem  that  ask  him  ;"  and  surely  the  Word,  now  com- 
pleted, and  the  Spirit,  always  promised,  may  yet  ac- 
comphsh  as  great  a  work  in  the  experience  of  modem 
believers,  as  was  wrought  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  hy 
the  first  preaching  of  the  Gospel  in  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem, 

III.  We  now  proceed  to  consider  the  result  of 
this  great  work,  as  it  is  described  in  the  short  but 
significant  account  wluch  is  here  given  of  the  numbers 
who  were  converted,  and  the  subsequent  life  and  con- 
duct of  the  converts. 

In  regard  to  the  numbers  who  were  converted  on 
this  memorable  occasion,  it  is  said,  '■  Then  they  that 
gladly  received  the  "Word  wore  baptized ;  and  the 
same  day  there  were  added  imto  them  about  three 
thousand  souls."  Here  is  a  remarkable  and  precious 
proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Gospel  ministry  when  it  is 
accompanied  with  the  grace  of  the  Spirit, — three 
thousand  souls  converted  suddenly  by  one  sermon, 
and  that,  too,  from  amongst  a  multitude  who  were 

EeaWe  with  cnicifying  tiie  Lord  of  g^OTj,  awi™ 
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a  dty  which  was  already  doomed  to  righteous  destiw- 
tion !  There  is  much  in  this  wonderful  event  ihat  is 
fitted  to  encourage  the  hope  and  to  aninjate  the  imI 
of  the  Christian  Church,  in  prosecuting  the  ardaoui, 
and,  with  reference  to  mere  human  power,  the  im- 
practicable work  of  the  world's  conrersion ;  forhei* 
we  see  how  soon  and  how  suddenly  the  moat  Tiralenl 
opposition  may  he  disarmed,  and  the  most  sceptical 
indiiFerence  broken  up  by  the  exercise  of  that  divine 
power  which  can  change  the  hearts  of  men,  and  ma- 
vert  the  boldest  gainsayers  into  humble  disciples, — the 
fiercest  enemies  into  the  most  devoted  iriends  of  tbe 
Gospel.  That  divine  power  still  esiats,  and  will  he 
put  forth  for  the  conviction  of  the  world  and  the  h- 
crease  and  edification  of  the  Church,  in  answe 
believing  praver ;  and  this  is  the  sheet-anchor  of  ottr 
hope — the  sole  ground  of  our  confident  expectation, 
that  sooner  or  later  the  whole  earth  shall  be  fall  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and  that  all  tJte  kingdon: 
of  the  world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Oo 
and  of  hb  Christ."  The  conversion  of  three  thousuiil 
souls  by  one  sermon,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  is  onlf 
an  example  of  what  may  yet  be  accomplished  by  the 
preaching  of  the  Qospel,  when  "  a  nation  may  be  bom 
in  a  day;"  and  the  suddenness  and  magnitude  oTtlul 
work,  accomplished  as  it  was  in  circumstances  so  v 
favourable,  and  on  subjects  so  unpromising,  shonU 
rebuke  the  incredulity  with  which  we  are  too  apt  Is 
regard  any  gcneml  awakening  or  remarkable  rei 
ainoogst  ourselves. 

Perhaps  it  may  lie  l\\oM^\.ftiW.-«t  aatTuit  entitled 
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to  expect  the  aame  or  Bimilftr  results  from  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  in  modem  times.     It  may  seem, 
that  as  the  age  of  miraclea  is  past,  and  as  we  aie  now 
left  to  the  ministry  of  uninspired  men,  it  would  be 
nnreasonable,  if  not  presumptuous,  to  anticipate  any 
Euch  remarkable  success  as  attended  the  preaching  of 
the  apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.     But  why  ?     Is 
not  the  Gospel  stil!  mighty  through  God  ?     Is  not 
the  Spirit  of  God  a  pemmnent  agent  in  the  Christian 
Church  ?     And  was  it  not  by  the  Word  and  Spirit 
that  the  three  thousand  were  converted  at  Pentecost  V 
It  is  true,  there  was  a  miraculous  gift  of  tongues ;  but 
it  was  not  the  miracle,  it  was  the  truth  applied  to  the 
heart  by  the  Spirit,  which  effected  the  great  and  sudden 
change ; — the  miracle  made  them  wonder, — the  mira- 
cle prompted  some  to  mock,  saying,  "  These  men  are 
fiill  of  new  wine ;"  but  it  was  the  truth  that  pricked 
their  hearts,  and  led  them  to  inquire,   "  Men  and 
hrethren,  what  must  we  do  ?"  and  it  was  the  truth 
which  converted  them,  when  they  "  gladly  received 
the  Word;"  bo  that  the  real  cause  of  their  conversion 
was  the  gracious  internal   operation   of  the  Spirit, 
whereby  "  he  opened  their  eyes,  and  turned  them  from 
darkness  to  hght,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
God."     And  that  same  agency  which  was  put  forth 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  is  continued  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  is  in  fact  exerted  in  its  enlightening, 
convincing,  and  saving  power,  on  the  mind  and  heart 
of  every  sinner  ivho  is,  or  ever  will  be,  converted  and 

!d.     And  if,  in  the  primitive  Church,  the  S^\\\^ 

pleased  to  exert  bis  agency  in  vatiou^  wa";*, — 
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sometimes  callmg  individuals  singly,  and  adding 
them  one  by  one  to  the  fellowship  of  the  Church,  as 
in  the  case  of  Lydia,  and  Paul,  and  the  gaoler  at 
Philippi ;  and  at  other  times  awakening  a  multitude 
at  once,  as  in  the  case  of  the  three  thousand  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost, — ^it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
there  may  be  a  similar  diversity  in  the  mode  of  his 
operation  in  modem  times,  and  that,  if  he  be  pleased 
ordinarily  to  bless  a  stated  ministry  for  the  gradual 
gathering  in  of  his  sheep,  he  may  occasionally,  when 
it  seems  meet  to  his  infinite  wisdom,  effect  a  more 
sudden  and  general  awakening. 

The  sudden  and  simultaneous  conversion  of  manjr 
souls,  and  the  daily  and  gradual  increase  of  the 
Church  by  successive  single  additions  to  their  num- 
ber, are  both  mentioned  in  the  narrative  ;  for  aftar  re- 
cording the  conversion  of  the  three  thousand,  it  is  said, 
"  And  the  Lord  added  unto  the  Church  daiti/  such 
as  should  be  saved." 

But  in  considering  the  result  of  this  memorable 
work  of  grace,  we  must  take  into  view,  not  merely  the 
numbers  who  were  converted,  but  also  the  subsequent 
life  and  habits  of  the  converts.     They  underwent  a 
complete  and  permanent  change  of  mind  and  heart, — 
a  change  so  great  that  they  might  well  be  called  '^  new 
creatures,  in  whom  old  things  had  passed  away,  and 
all  things  had  become  new;"  for,  in  the  short  but 
comprehensive  narrative  before  us,  several  expressions 
occur  which  will  be  found,  when  considered  atten- 
tively, to  exhibit  a  beautiful  exemplification  of  the 
nature  and  magnitude  oi  \\ia\.  cJaas^e^  and  the  peace- 
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i  fruits  of  righteousness  which  invariably  spring 

nit. 

iTiieii  change  properly  consisted  in  their  believing 

B  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ;"  for  it  is  said,  that  after 

m,  "  they  that  gladly  received  his  word 

e  baptized,"-— clearly  intimating  that  faith  iu  the 

ine  testimony  concerning  Christ  was  the  turning 

t  of  their  conversion,  and  their  qualification  for 

cognised  and   admitted   as  members   of  the 

istiou  Church.     Formerly  they  were  unbelievers, 

ttiey  had  rejected,  condemned,  and  crucified  the 

i  of  glory ;  because,  through  blind  ignorance,  and 

teterate  prejudice,  they  refused  to  receive  him.  as 

e  Messiah  that  had  been  promised  to  the  fathers," 

I  therefore  concluded,  that  as  a  deceiver  of  the 

pie  he  was  "  worthy  of  de^ith  ;"  but  now,  convinced 

mthe  apostle's  testimony,  and  the  concurrent  attea- 

Q  of  God  in  (he  miraculous  gift  of  tongues, — they 

peved  that  the  "  same  Jesus  ivhom  tlicy  had  cru- 

i8  both  LoHD  and  Corns t,"  and,  instructed  in. 

sage  which  he  had  commissioned  his 

ides  to  proclaim,  even  the  message  of  "  repentance 

I  remission  of  sin,"  they  gladly  received  it  as  the 

y  Qospelof  their  salvation,  and  glad  tidings  of  great 

■r, — thereby  evincing  their  deep  conviction  of  sin  and 

r,  and,  at  the  same  time,  their  self-application  of 

ft  Oospel  to  tlicjiiselves,  ns  a  mcssi^e  sent  from  God 

And  by  (his  simple  faith  they  entered  on 

ietr  spiritual  state,  for  "  whoso  believeth  that  Jesus 

Aie  Christ,"  and  a  Christ  to  him,  '■  is  bom  of  God." 

But  this  faidj  iras  jjroduclive  of  mucbttuvt;  \.t^■ias 
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not  the  inert  speculatiye  fedih  of  which  the  apostle 
James  speaks  when  he  says,  ''  It  is  dead  being  alone," 
nor  was  their  gladness  in  receiving  the  word  like  the 
evanescent  excitement  of  those  ''  who  hear  the  woid, 
and  anon  with  joy  receive  it,  but  have  no  root  in 
themselves,  and  dure  only  for  a  while."  On  the  con- 
trary, the  good  seed  of  the  word,  well  rooted  in  their 
hearts,  sprung  up  and  produced  finit  in  their  lives; 
for  ^'  they  continued  stedfastly  in  the  apostles'  doc- 
trine and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in 
prayers," — ^^  and  continuing  daily  widi  one  accord  in 
the  temple,  and  breaking  bread  from  house  to  house, 
did  eat  their  meat  vnth  gladness  and  singleness  of 
heart,  praising  God,  and  haying  favour  with  aU  the 
people." 

The  contintiarice  of  their  religious  impressions,  the 
constancy  of  their  profession,  and  their  perseverance 
and  advancement  in  the  Christian  course,  are  here 
specially  mentioned,  along  with  their  diligent  use  of 
all  the  means  of  grace,  as  marks  of  the  genuine  nature 
of  that  change  which  they  had  so  suddenly  expe- 
rienced ;  and  this  should  be  seriously  considered  by 
all,  but  especially  by  those  who  are  conscious  of  having 
been  occasionally  impressed  by  divine  truth,  and  who 
may  be  able  to  remember  some  seasons  when  they 
were  deeply  affected  by  it,  while,  notwithstanding* 
there  is  no  evidence  of  a  permanent  change,  and  no 
symptom  of  growing  advancement.  Of  the  three 
classes  of  unproductive  hearers  mentioned  by  our 
Lord  himself,  two  are  represented  as  experiencing 
some  transitory  and  e^aiiJ&^^^Tit  change  of  feeling ;  for 
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e  that  received  the  seed  into  stony  places,"  is  re- 

1    "  hearing  the  word,   and   anon   with 

y  receiving  it ;  but  having  no  root  in  himself,  he 

■  a  while ;  and  when  tribulation  or  perae- 

jeth  because  of  the  word,  by  and  by  he  is 

Sended."     And  he  also  that  received  seed  among  the 

Stoma,  is  represented  as  "  bearing  the  word  ;  but  the 

«  of  this  world,  and  the  deceitfiilness  of  riches, 

ike  the  word,  and  he  becometh  unfruitftil."     Oc- 

Inonal  impressions,  and  transitory  emotions,  are  not 

^ngh ;  many  have  perished  in  their  sins  who  were 

n  and  deeply  impressed,  and  the  Lord  himself  has 

IS  that  he,  and  he  only,  "  that  endureth  to 

b  end  shall  be  saved."     This  is  the  first  feature  of 

JDuiite  conversion  which  is  here  presented  to  us, — I 

1  the  permanent  and  abiding  power  of  religious 

ciple  in  the  heart, 

(Another  feature  of  their  case  is  the  public  profes- 

n  which  they  made  of  their  fa.ith  in  Christ,  and 

dlence  to  him,  by  submitting  to  be  bapliacA  in  his 

This  profession  they  made  in  very  trying  cir- 

mces ;  for  not  only  did  their  baptism  amount  to 

ftssion  that  the  same  Jesus  whom  they  had  cru- 

a  malefactor,  was  indeed  the  Jjord  of  glory; 

d  ft  virtual  acknowledgment  of  their  own  guilt,  and 

^e  guilt  of  their  rulers  in  condemning  him  to  death ; 

t  it  pledged  them  to  the  maintenance  and  defence 

cause  in  a  city  where  there  were  many 

at  a  time  when  they  had  reason  to  ap- 

nhend  the  most  bitter  opposition  and  trial.     Yet  \n 

(  very  streets  of  Jerusalem  which  haA  leBoinviicA 
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iffith  the  fearful  cry,  Crucify  him,  crucify  him  !  a  cry 
which  their  voices  had  helped  to  raise,  they  now  con- 
sent to  be  publicly  baptized  in  his  name ;  and  this  con- 
sideration also  deserves  to  be  seriously  weighed  by  those 
who  are  prevented  by  shame  or  fear  from  avouching 
Christ  as  their  Lord,  along  with  his  own  solemn  decla- 
ration, "  Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me,  and  of  my 
words,  in  this  adulterous  and  sinful  generation,  of  him 
also  shall  the  son  of  man  be  ashamed,  when  he  cometh 
in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  his  holy  angels." 

Another  interesting  feature  of  their  character,  is 
their  steady  desire  for  instruction,  and  their  regular 
attendance  on  ordinances.  In  the  case  of  young  con- 
verts, especially  when  their  conversion  has  been  sud- 
denly effected,  and  accompanied  with  remarkable 
manifestations  of  divine  power,  there  has  sometimes 
been  observed  a  presumptuous  neglect  of  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  and  a  disrelish  for  the  common  exer- 
cises of  Christian  worship  ;  and  this,  whether  it  pro- 
ceeds from  undue  excitement,  or  from  spiritual  pride, 
is  alike  injurious  to  their  own  peace,  and  to  the  com- 
fort gf  their  fellow-disciples.  How  different  the  spirit 
and  conduct  of  the  primitive  disciples,  converted  as 
they  had  been  by  the  preaching  of  inspired  apostles,  and 
in  circumstances  which  evinced  the  signal  interposi- 
tion of  God ; — they  neither  felt  as  if  they  had  no  more 
need  of  instruction,  nor  as  if  they  were  independent  of 
the  common  ordinances  of  the  Church  :  "  They  con- 
tinued stedfastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellow- 
ship, and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers," — 
uniting  with  all  ^\io  ^lofessed  the  same  faith,  and 
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sharing  with  them  in  the  usual  exercises  hy  nhlcli  the 
glory  of  God  was  promoted,  and  the  edification  of  the 
Church  advanced.  They  continued  in  the  apostles' 
doctrine,  listening  to  their  instructions,  and  adhenng 
to  the  faith  as  it  was  taught  by  theiu, — and  in  the 
apostle's  fellowship,  not  separating  themselves,  but 
preseiring  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  hond  of  peace, 
— in  hreating  of  broad,  uniting  with  their  feUow- 
disciples  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper, — and 
in  prayer  secret  and  social. 

Another  iuterestiDg  feature  of  their  case,  is  the  spirit 
of  brotherly  love  and  mutual  charity  which  then  pre- 
vailed in  the  Church  at  Jerusalem.  Faith  workelh 
by  io¥e, — love  being  the  sum  of  God's  law,  and  the 
■ubstanee  of  all  acceptable  obedience.  And  most 
beantifiilly  ia  the  operation  of  faith,  in  producing  a 
spirit  of  love,  exemplified  in  the  case  before  us.  It  is 
said,  "  And  all  that  believed  were  together,  and  had 
all  things  common,  and  sold  their  possessions  and 
goods,  and  parted  them  to  all  men,  as  every  man  had 
need."  There  was  no  law  to  this  effect :  it  was  the 
spontaneous  fruit  of  their  love  to  Christ,  and  to  each 
other, — prompted  probably  by  the  consideration,  that 
many  among  them  were  strangers  at  Jerusalem,  and 
needed  the  accommodations  and  supplies  which  their 
-wealthier  brethren  could  afford.  The  apostles  never 
EODght  to  abrogate  the  right  of  properly,  or  to  incul- 
cate the  duty  of  having  all  things  in  common,  as  has 
sometimes  been  supposed,  and  more  recently  main- 
tained, by  a  class  of  men  calling  themselves  Socialists, 
who  mainliiju  that  the  three  cardinal  ev'ia  tX.  awAeVj, 


!  of  Aeptna 
tire  (Hmstiaiia,  who,  after  the  <fay  of  PeniecoBt,  "bi 
all  things  commoiL,  and  soU  llieir  pooMnaaa  M 
good*,  and  parted  them  to  all  moi,  as  eveij  nan  ha 
need."  Bat  that  the  ^MMlIes  did  not  tnean  to  abn 
Kate  the  rights  of  property,  is  clear,  Irom  iti  bail 
psprculy  said,  that  they  »old  iheur  goods,  therebjMn 
vrying  to  others  the  right  which  thej  had  premnilf 
|H»«e»ted  ;  and  that  they  were  not  constrained  by 
imperative  rule  to  part  with  them  even  for  this  po* 
pooe,  appears  Irom  the  case  of  Ananias  and  Snpphic^ 
to  nhom  I*cler  Kiid,  "Why  halh  Satan  filled  thine  h«B 
to  liu  to  the  Holy  GhoBt,  and  lo  keep  bock  pan  of  the 
prii:«of  the  limd^  Vi\iiiB^\\,tMiwin«3i,^-«^avt.iiotlliia« 
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<rtvn  ?  and  after  it  was  sold,  Was  it  not  in  ihine  awn 
power?" — clearly  intiraatiBg,  that  there  was  no  Buch 
eommiuiitv  of  goods  among  theiu  as  is  now  contended 
jbr,  and  no  couatnunt  on  the  csercise  of  their  chanty. 
But  this  only  shows  the  more  clearly  the  fervour  and 
the  strength  of  that  disintereBted  love  which  prompted 
them,  of  their  own  accord,  to  sacrifice  their  wealth  for 
the  support  and  comfort  of  their  poorer  brethren,  and 
e»hi))ils  to  us  a  heauCiful  example  of  self-denying  cha- 
rity, which  it  were  well  for  us  to  imitate ;  so  that  now, 
as  then,  the  world  might  be  constrained  to  say,  "  Be- 
iiold  these  Christians,  how  they  love  'one  another !" 
Sut  why  was  there  so  much  love  in  the  in&nt  Church 
at  Jerusalem  ?  Our  Lord  explains  the  reason,  when 
peaking  of  the  "  woman  that  was  a  sinner  from  the 
city,  who  stood  at  his  feet  behind  him  iveeping,  and 
-began  to  waslk  his  feet  with  tears,  and  did  vnpe  them 
with  the  hair  of  her  head,  and  kissed  his  feet,  and 
anointed  them  with  ointment,"  he  said,  "  Her  sins, 
which  were  many,  arc  forgiyen  her,  for  she  loved 
much  ;  but  to  whom  little  is  forgiven,  the  same  loveth 
little."  The  tliieo  thousand  who  were  converted  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  were  chargeable  with  the  great 
sin  of  crucifying  the  Son  of  God ;  they  had  much  for- 
given them  ;  and,  according  to  the  principle  explained 
by  the  Lord,  they  lored  much  :  there  being  no  such 
instance  of  human  love  recorded  in  the  whole  Bible  as 
that  of  the  Church  at  Jerusalem,  which  was  composed 
of  men  stained  with  the  blood  of  Jesus,  aud  by  that 
c  blood  washed  from  their  sins  I 
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Another  feature  in  their  case  was,  the  consistency- 
of  their  conduct  and  the  beauty  of  their  example, 
which  produced  a  deep  impression  on  the  public  mind, 
and  one  that  was,  in  no  small  degree,  fayourable  to 
the  cause  of  the  Gospel.  "  And  they,  continuing  daily 
with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking  bread 
from  house  to  house,  did  eat  their  meat  with  gladness 
and  singleness  of  heart,  praising  God,  and  having 
favour  with  all  the  people.  And  the  Lord  added  to 
the  Church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved."  We  are 
here  taught  to  consider  their  consistent,  and  cheerful, 
and  devoted  conduct,  as  a  means  of  conciliating  the 
favour  of  the  people,  and  promoting  the  success  of  the 
Gospel  itself;  and  their  mutual  concord  and  happy  fel- 
lowship together  are  specially  noticed  as  conducive  to 
this  effect.  Oh !  would  to  God  that  we  enjoyed  the 
same  concord,  and  were  imbued  with  the  same  spirit ; 
and  that  all  the  sincere  disciples  of  Christ  could  live 
together  in  unity;  then  mighf  we  hope  that  our  faith 
and  love,  and  catholic  union,  would  produce  a  favour- 
able impression  on  the  public  mind ; — ^not  that  the 
world's  enmity  would  be  destroyed ;  for,  notwithstand- 
ing the  favour  with  which  the  primitive  Church  was, 
for  a  time,  regarded,  that  enmity  soon  broke  out  in 
open  persecution,  and  it  is  impossible  to  conciliate  the 
world,  until  the  world  is  itself  converted  :  but  the  ab- 
sence of  all  strife  and  divisions,  and  the  prevalence  of 
love  and  peace  in  the  Church  itself,  would  give  it  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  directing  its  whole  energies 
to  the  conversion  of  the  world ;  while  the  exhibition 
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of  all  Cliristian  graces  on  the  part  of  Christ  s  people 
would  make  its  own  impression  on  the  mind  of  every 
spectator, — ^for  thus  it  was  at  the  first :  ^'  fear  came 
upon  every  soul ;"  and  they  had  "  favour  with  all  the 
people  ;**  "  and  the  Lord  added  to  the  Church  daily 
such  as  should  he  saved." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


REVIVALS. 
Acts  xxi.  21. 

The  greatest  work  that  is  going  on  in  the  world,  is 
that  of  the  conversion  of  sinners,  and  the  edification  of 
saints. 

Sometimes  this  work  proceeds  slowly  and  silently 
under  the  stated  ministry  of  the  Word;  one  after  an- 
other heing  secretly  impressed  with  the  power  of  divine 
truth,  and  taken  imder  the  teaching  of  God's  Spirit, 
and  ''  built  up  in  faith,  and  holiness,  and  comfort  unto 
eternal  life.**  At  other  times,  it  is  accomplished  in  a 
more  extraordinary  and  remarkable  way ;  vast  num- 
bers being  brought  suddenly  imder  the  power  of  divine 
truth,  and  exhibiting,  in  a  striking  manner,  the  effects 
of  divine  grace. 

We  have  been  so  much  accustomed  to  look  to  the 
more  slow,  and  quiet,  and  gradual  method  of  main- 
taining and  extending  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  that  we 
are  apt  to  be  startled,  and  even  to  listen  with  some 
degree  of  incredulous  sur^rise^  when  we  hear  of  any 
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Iden  and  general  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God, — nay, 

1  cease  even  to  expect  and  to  pray  for  any  more 

arkable,  or  more  rapid  change  in  the  state  of  the 

rch  and  world,  than  what  is  usually  observed  uu- 

regular  ministry. 

;  "  Giod's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  neither  are 
|k  thoughts  as  our  thoughts  ;"  and  often,  in  the  his- 
T   of  his  CUuich,  Laa  he   been  pleased,   for  wise 
o  manifest  hia  grace  and  power  in  a  very  es- 
■y  and  remarkable  manner ;  partly  to  awaken 
>e  a  slumbering  Church ;  partly  also,  to  alarm 
ince  gainsayers ;  and,  most  of  all,  to  teach 
;  sovereignty  and  the  power  of  that 
e  which,  they  are  too  prone  to  despise. 

a  any  real  revival  of  the  power  of  true  religion 
a  place  in  any  country,  however  local  and  tenipo- 
,  provided  only  that  some  imniorial  souls  are 
reby  savingly  converted,  we  have  reason  to  know 
wever  it  may  he  ridiculed  by 
,  is  the  occasion  of  joy  to  the  angels  in  the 
T  sanctuary,  and  also  of  unmingled  satiafiiction  to 
p  Eedeemer  himself.  If  we  have  any  thing  of  the 
e  spirit,  such  an  event  will  be  an  occasion  of  joy 
urselves,  and  is  fitted,  indeed,  in  many  ways,  to 
coniirm  our  wavering  faith,  to  animate  our  flagging 
aeal,  to  add  ener^  to  our  lukewarm  prayers,  and 
strength  to  our  languid  hopes.  Wherever  God's  power 
and  glory  are  remarkably  displayed,  it  is  alike  the 
duty  and  the  privilege  of  his  Church  to  behold  and 
adore  it ;  and  surely,  if  it  be  "  the  ground  of  much 
■  rejoicing  araon"'  theangds  beforethelhione,  \\,^*i\iA. 
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also  engage  the  praises  of  the  Christian  brotheiliMd 
on  earth." 

The  Bible  speaks  of  "  times  of  refreshiog  from  ihe 
presence  of  the  Lord" — seasons  of  remarkable  retin! 
which  shouM  occur  long  after  the  days  of  theapostla; 
and  it  records  several  memorable  examples  frliicli 
occurred  both  under  the  Old  and  the  New  Testanwnl 
dispensations ;  to  which  we  maj  briefly  advert,  witk 
the  view  of  showing  that  such  rerivals  are  esprradj 
recognised  in  the  Word  of  God. 

It  is  probable  that,  when  it  Is  said  of  those  "b 
lived  in  the  days  of  Seth,  "  Then  began  men  to  tal 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  there  is  an  alliuifio  to 
some  general  revival  of  religion  which  occurred  belim 
the  deluge.  But  we  have  a  more  particular  accotml 
of  a  very  general  and  remarkable  revival  in  the  tilBM 
of  Joshua.  Of  the  whole  generation  which  eaiati 
with  him  into  the  promised  land,  we  read — "^Ti* 
people  served  the  Lord  aU  the  days  of  Joshua,  andall 
the  days  of  the  elders  that  ontlived  Joshua,  who  \ai 
seen  all  the  great  works  of  the  Lord,  that  he  did  fat 
larnel."  But  when  "  all  that  generation  were  ga&ati 
unto  their  fathers,  there  arose  another  gencradon  afls 
them,  which  knew  not  the  Lord,  nor  yet  the  woifa 
which  he  had  done  for  Israel.  And  the  children  rf 
Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord."  Sereraloi- 
cumstances  are  recorded  in  the  sacred  narrative,  whidi 
show,  that,  under  the  ministry  of  Joahna,  there  WM» 
very  deep  spirit  of  earnest  religion  among  the  pe<q>If. 
and  tliat  it  exerted  a  wide  and  eKtensive  inftueiWfc 
The    nation  acted  as  one  tumv,  m\\  \i\  *.  spirit  of 


devoted  piety,  Tvhen  "  the  whole  congregation  of 
the  chitdrca  of  Israel  assembled  together  at  Shiloh, 
and  Bet  np  the  tahemaele  of  the  congregation  there ; 
sad  the  land  was  subdued  before  them."  Again, 
ivhen  "  all  Israel,  and  their  elders,  and  officers  and 
judges  stood  on  this  aide  the  ark  and  on  that  aide," 
Tvhile  "  Joshua  read  all  the  words  of  the  law,  the 
blessings  and  cursings,  according  to  all  that  is  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law ;  there  was  not  a  word  of  all 
that  Moses  commanded  which  Joshua  read  not  before 
all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  with  the  women  and 
the  little  ones,  and  the  strangers  that  were  conversant 
among  tlieni ;"  and  so  when  "  all  Israel  stoned  Achan 
with  stones,  and  burned  him  with  fire,  for  his  trespass 
in  the  accursed  thing  ;"  and  when  "  (he  whole  con- 
gregation of  the  children  of  Israel  gathered  themselves 
together  to  Shiloh,"  to  go  up  to  war  against  the  two 
tribes  and  a  half,  on  the  first  suspicion  of  their  falling 
into  idolatry.  Such  a  general  and  lively  zeal  on  be- 
half of  God's  serrioe  indicates  a  deep  and  prevailing  , 
sense  of  religion  ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  reflect  on 
the  means  by  which  this  had  been  produced.  You 
are  aware  that  the  Israelites  who  came  out  of  Egypt 
with  Moses  were  a  stilf-necked  and  rebellious  people  ; 
but  none  of  these,  excepting  Joshua  and  Caleb,  en- 
tered into  the  promised  land  ;  they  all  died  in  the 
wilderness  ;  and  it  was  their  children — children  bom 
and  bred  in  the  wilderness — who  afterwards  exhibited 
BO  much  of  the  power  of  religion  on  their  hearts ; 
.  and  their  religious  earnestness  and  zeal  may  be  ascribed 
^*  three  things  ;  £rst,  that  they  had  seen  tkc  vu-a&^^t- 
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fiii  works  of  the  I-ord,  tlie  miracles  which  h 
in  the  wililemesB,  and  the  remarkable  fulfiiment  of 
his  word  ;  secondly,  that,  from  their  earliest  years,  thej 
had  receired  a  inilHernest  education, — being  trained 
from  their  childhood  in  hardships  and  trials,  whid 
taught  them  their  entire  dependence  on  God,  andthe 
duty  of  au  absolute  submission  to  his  sovereign  wiH ; 
thirdly,  that  they  had  heard  the  reading  of  God's  law, 
and  were  acquainted  with  its  glorious  truths.  Thete 
were  suitable  and  appropriate  means  ;  but  the  experi- 
ence of  their  fathers  shows,  that,  of  themselves,  na- 
ther  the  hardships  nor  the  miracles  of  the  witdemoi 
would  hare  produced  true  religion  ; — that  depends  on 
the  blessing  ofthf  Spirit  of  God. 

Another  remarkable  season  of  the  revival  of  true 
religion  occurs  in  the  history  of  the  Kings.  Wha 
Shaphan  read  the  hook  of  the  law  before  Josiah,  " 
came  to  pass,  when  the  king  had  heard,  the  irords  of 
the  hook  of  the  law,  that  be  rent  his  clothes.  And 
the  king  commanded  the  priests  and  scribes,  and  other 
officers — Go  ye,  inquire  of  the  Lord  for  me,  and  fbrtta 
people,  and  for  all  Judah,  concerning  the  words  of  Hift 
book  which  is  found  :  for  great  is  the  wrath  of  (be 
Lord  that  is  kindled  against  us.  becaose  our  fatltm 
Lure  not  hearkened  unto  the  words  of  this  book,  V 
do  according  unto  all  that  which  is  written  conceiuB; 
us."  The  king's  conc«m  for  his  people  was  now  W 
nuuknlily  displayed  ;  he  knew  that  they  were  cxpoffd 
to  God's  wrath,  and  dreaded  the  judgments  with  w 
ihifv  were  threatened.  And  forthwith  "  he  sent  *b^ 
i^.iTjiired  untoluin«i\\\\ce\4«TO'Al^&'ixM»dof  Jew- 
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And  Ihe  king  went  up  into  the  house  of  the 

md  aU  the  men  of  Judah,  and  all  the  inhabj- 

X  of  Jenisalem  with  him,  and  the  priests,  and  the 

llphets,  and  all  the  people,  both  small  and  great : 

e  read  in  their  ears  all  the  words  of  the  book  of 

f  coTenant  which  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 

Aai  the  king  stood  by  a  pillar,  and  made  a 

it  before  the  Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord,  and 

p  bis  commandments  and  his  testimonies  and 

p  statutes,  with  all  their  heart  nnd  all  their  soul, 

Iperfonn  the  words  of  this  coTenant  that  were  writ- 

p  in  this  book.     And  all  the  people  stood  to  the 

Then  followed  a  great  national  refbrma- 

1  you  read,  in  the  sequel  of  the  same  chapter, 

.s  that  bad  been  made  for  B;ial  and  the  host 

i  were  burnt ;  idolatrous  priests  were  snp- 

■ed ;  the  honaea  of  the  Sodomites  were  broken 

;  Tophet,  in  which  children  were  made  to  pass 

(h  the  fire  to  Molech,  was  defiled  ;  the  horses 

I  chariots  which  had  been  given  to  the  service  of 

■e  taken  away  or  destroyed  ;  the  idolatrous 

m  of  the  kings  of  Judali  were  overthrown  ;  the 

ti  places  which  Solomon  had  built  were  not  spared ; 

lages  were  broken  in  pieces,  and  the  groves  cut 

;  Jeroboam's  altar  at  Bethel  was  overturned ; 

fending  priests  were   cut  off,   according  to  tlie 

al  law  ; — and  then  there  followed  a  great  con- 

I  Vocation  —  a  solemn  general  assembly  to  keep  the 

RissoTcr— of  which  it  is  said,  "  Surely  there  was  not 

holden  such  a  Passover  from  the  days  of  tbe  Judges 

It  judged  Israel,  noi-  in  all  ihe  days  oE  t\ie  ku\%a  Q^ 
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Israel,  nor  of  the  kings  of  Judah."  And  of  Josiah 
himself  it  is  said,  ''  Like  unto  him  was  there  no  king 
hefore  him,  that  turned  unto  the  Lord  with  all  his 
heart,  and  with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all  his  might, 
according  to  all  the  law  of  Moses ;  neither  after  him 
arose  there  any  like  him." 

Some  other  similar  instances  of  a  reviyal  of  the 
power  of  religion  among  the  people  of  Israel  might 
he  mentioned :  such  as  that  which  took  place  under 
king  Asa,  and  that  also  under  king  Hezekiah ;  and 
the  remarkahle  change  that  was  wrought  on  the  hearts 
of  the  captives  at  Babylon,  and  by  which  they  were 
prepared  for  their  restoration  to  their  own  land, — a 
change  which  occurred  chiefly  amongst  the  younger 
Jews  who  were  left,  since  their  fathers  had  died  in 
captivity, — just  as  formerly  the  young  generation  were 
impressed  in  the  wilderness,— and  of  which  Ezra  says, 
"  Now  for  a  little  space  grace  hath  been  showed  irom 
the  Lord  our  God ;  to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  escape, 
and  to  give  us  a  nail  in  his  holy  place;  that  our 
God  may  lighten  our  eyes,  and  give  us  a  little  reviving 
in  our  bondage."  And  there  are  many  passages  in 
the  Old  Testament  (Psal,  Ixxxv. ;  cii.  13-22)  which 
are  beautifully  descriptive  of  the  spiritual  revivals 
which  occurred  from  time  to  time  imder  the  Jevdsh 
dispensation. 

In  many  other  passages  of  the  Old  Testament  (Isa. 
lii.  7 ;  liv.  1  -5 ;  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25  ;  Hos.  xiv.  4 ;  Joel  ii. 
28)  we  find  predictions  of  great  and  general  revivals 
of  religion,  which  should  occur  under  the  new  and 
better  dispensation  to  which  the  faith  of  the  Jewish 
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Church  looked  forward.  And  accordingly,  in  the 
New  Testament,  we  read  the  authentic  account  of  the 
most  remarkable  reviyal  of  true  religion  that  has  ever 
occurred  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  was,  as  it 
were,  *'  life  from  the  dead."  A  new  impulse  was  then 
given  to  the  world,  the  force  of  which  is  felt,  and  its 
effects  witnessed,  at  the  present  day.  It  was  not  a 
new  religion  that  was  then  introduced,  but  a  comple- 
tion of  that  which  had  been  revealed  from  the  begin- 
aing, — the  visible  fulfilment  of  God's  word  of  promise, 
and  a  clearer  manifestation  of  his  grace  and  truth. 
Amidst  the  general  defection  of  the  Jewish  Church 
and  nation,  there  were  some  hidden  ones,  who  cherish- 
ed a  sincere  and  devoted  piety,  and  waited  for  the 
hope  and  consolation  of  Israel;  and  these  were  re- 
vived and  refreshed  by  the  ministry  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist, and  still  more  by  the  manifestation  of  the  Son  of 
God.  Multitudes  of  careless  sinners  were  converted ; 
and  although  the  work  might  have  seemed  to  be  sus- 
pended by  the  crucifixion  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  that 
event  only  prepared  the  way  for  a  more  remarkable 
outpoiuing  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  a  more  general 
awakening  among  the  nations.  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
— men  of  all  nations  and  of  various  languages,  were 
suddenly  arrested,  convinced,  converted,  and  became 
Christian  missionaries  to  spread  the  glorious  Gospel 
over  the  whole  world.  No  sooner  had  the  Spirit  of 
God  descended  in  his  miraculous  gifts  on  the  apostles, 
than  he  descended  also  in  his  saving  grace  on  their 
hearers — insomuch,  that  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  three 

thousand  souls  were  converted  by  a  single  ^erKvow. 

Dd 
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Oh !  let  those  who  douht  the  power  of  God's  Word 
and  Spirit,  or  who  are  conscious  of  a  latent  jealousy 
and  distrust  respecting  any  remarkahle  and  sudden 
work  of  conversion,  consider  that  case  which  stands 
recorded  in  the  Word  of  God,  and  let  him  listen 
to  the  question  of  the  prophet  —  "  Oh !  thou  that 
art  named  the  house  of  Jacob ;  is  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  straitened  ?  " — '^  Is  his  hand  shortened,  that  it 
cannot  save ;  is  his  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear  ? " 
Nor  is  the  great  work  of  conversion  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  a  solitary  instance  in  the  New  Testament; 
great  multitudes  believed  in  other  places — the  Lord 
"  added  to  the  Church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved  /' 
and  in  Athens,  and  Rome,  and  Corinth ;  in  Galatia, 
Asia,  Cappadocia,  and  Bithynia;  in  places  the  most 
rude,  and  the  most  refined, — the  preaching  of  the 
apostles  was  mighty  through  God,  and  was  felt  to  be 
the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion. Follow  one  of  the  apostles  through  the  various 
scenes  of  his  labours, — trace  his  course  on  the  deep, 
and  his  journeys  by  land, — suppose  yourself  to  be 
a  companion  of  Paul,  and  a  witness  of  the  scenes- 
which  he  saw,  of  the  converts  whom  he  gathered, 
and  the  churches  which  he  founded,  and  which  long 
existed  as  monuments  and  memorials  of  his  successful 
labours, — and  say,  could  you  then  doubt  that  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  accompanied  by  the  power 
of  the  Spirit,  is  sufficient  to  revolutionize  the  world — 
to  overturn  the  kingdom  of  darknCvSs,  and  to  erect  on 
its  ruins  that  kingdom  of  God  which  consists  in 
righteousness,  and  i^eace^vvivd  ^oy  ^^  *^^  Holy  Ghost  ? 
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While  such  was  the  experience  of  the  Church  of 
Grod,  both  under  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament 
lispensations,  it  remains  to  inquire  how  far  we  are 
mtitled  to  expect  the  same,  or  similar  results,  from  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  in  modem  times.  It  might 
seem,  that  being  far  removed  from  the  age  of  miracles, 
ind  being  left,  in  so  far  as  the  use  of  means  is  con- 
oemed,  to  depend  on  the  mere  preaching  of  the  Word, 
it  would  be  unreasonable,  if  not  presumptuous,  in  us 
to  anticipate  any  such  remarkable  success  as  attended 
the  preaching  of  the  apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
Yet  there  are  some  weighty  considerations,  applicable 
to  this  question,  which  may  serve  to  abate  the  sup- 
posed improbability  of  such  an  expectation.  In  the 
fiist  place,  there  are  many  prophecies  which  predict, 
many  prophecies  which  insure,  the  progressive  ad- 
vancement and  the  ultimate  universality  of  the  Gos- 
pel :  "  Ask  of  me,"  says  the  Father  to  his  beloved  Son, 
'*  and  I  will  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  heritage, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  posses- 
non." — "  In  thee,  and  in  thy  seed,"  said  he  to  Abra- 
ham, "  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed." 
— ^**  There  shall  be  an  handful  of  com  in  the  earth 
upon  the  top  of  the  mountains ;  the  fruit  thereof  shall 
shake  like  Lebanon  :  and  they  of  the  city  shall  flourish 
like  grass  of  the  earth.  His  name  shall  endure  for 
ever :  his  name  shall  be  continued  as  long  as  the  sun : 
aiid  men  shall  be  blessed  in  him  :  all  nations  shall  call 
him  blessed." — "The  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the 
icnowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  covet  lYve  ^^tv.r 
— "  For  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  shou\d\>e  \^uo- 
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rant  of  this  mystery,  lest  ye  should  be  wise  in  your 
own  conceits ;  that  blindness  in  part  is  happened  to 
Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in* 
And  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved :  as  it  is  written.  There 
shall  come  out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn 
away  ungodliness  from  Jacob/*  These  passages,  which 
declare  the  progressive  advancement,  and  insure  the 
ultimate  universality  of  the  Gospel,  imply  that  the 
work  of  conversion  is  to  be  carried  on  in  the  Church 
of  Christ, — a  work  which  is  to  be  accomplished  in- 
strumentally  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  appUed 
with  power  to  the  heart  and  conscience  by  the  direct 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Every  soul  that  is  suc- 
cessively added  to  the  Church  of  such  as  shall  be 
saved,  must  be  enlightened,  convinced,  subdued,  and 
converted,  by  precisely  the  same  agency  which  wa» 
put  forth  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  If  the  Gospel, 
even  when  it  was  declared  by  inspired  men,  and  ac- 
companied with  the  signs  of  God's  miraculous  inter- 
position, depended,  for  its  converting  power  and  ite 
saving  efl5cacy,  on  the  grace  of  that  divine  Spirit  who 
''divideth  to  every  man  severally  as  he  will,"  how 
much  more  now,  when  it  is  proclaimed  by  men  alike 
destitute  of  the  light  of  inspiration  and  the  power  of 
miracles  ? 

That  the  gracious  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  (jod 
was  to  be  continued  with  the  Christian  Church,  and 
to  be  effectual  to  the  end  of  time  for  the  conversion 
of  sinners  and  the  sanctification  of  his  people,  is 
matter  both  of  prediction  and  of  promise.  Many  are 
apt  to  suppose,  t\iat  \>eea\xsfc  XJsv^  w{i^.culous  gifts  of 
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tongues,  and  healing,  and  prophecy,  have  long  since 
ceased  in  the  Christian  Church,  the  agency  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  heen  discontinued, — forgetting,  that 
what  is  in  reality  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  Spirit's 
work  is  permanent,  and  will  be  carried  on  till  the  end 
of  time.  The  work  of  conversion,  by  which  sinners 
are  turned  from  darkness  to  light,  and  the  work  of 
.sanctification,  by  which  they  are  gradually  prepared 
for  glory,  is  as  much  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  as  was  the 
inspiration  of  the  apostles ;  and  these  must  be  con- 
tinued, until  the  whole  company  of  the  redeemed 
shall  have  been  gathered  in  from  among  all  people, 
and  tongues,  and  nations.  So  far  from  having  dis- 
continued his  gracious  agency,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  at 
work  in  every  congregation — in  every  soul  that  is 
deriving  spiritual  benefit  from  his  Word ;  and  we  live 
in  these  latter  times  under  a  dispensation  which  is 
emphatically  "  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit.**  Before 
the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Spirit  were  bestowed  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  his  agency,  as  the  Sanctifier  of 
God's  people,  was  felt  in  the  Church,  and  acknow- 
ledged by  the  sacred  writers  of  the  Old  Testament. 
And  surely,  if  He  was  known  in  his  enlightening  and 
sanctifying  influence  by  the  Old  Testament  Church, 
it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Church-  under  a  new 
and  better  dispensation  will  be  deprived  of  his  gra- 
cious presence ;  especially  when  we  find  that  one  of 
the  greatest  blessings  that  were  predicted  and  promised 
to  the  Church  in  later  times,  was  an  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Referring  to  New  Testament  times, 
Isaiah  says,  "  The  palaces  shall  be  forsaken^" — "  xiw^l 
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the  Spirit  be  poured  out  upon  us  from  on  high ; " — 
and  Joel,  "  I  will  pour  out  mj  Spirit  upon  all  flesh;" 
— which  is  expressly  applied  to  the  New  Testament 
Church  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles :  and  accordingly, 
the  sacred  writers  in  all  their  epistles  refer  to  the  ordi- 
nary gracious  work  of  the  Spirit  as  a  matter  of  experi- 
ence with  every  true  believer,  even  with  such  as  had  no 
miraculous  gifts.  It  was  their  prayer  for  all  believers, 
that  "  the  commimion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,*'  not  less 
than  "  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  love 
of  God,"  should  be  with  them  all ;  nay,  it  is  solemnly 
declared  that  every  one  that  should  be  converted  to 
the  end  of  time,  must  be  converted  by  the  Spirit — that 
every  soul  that  should  be  bom  again,  should  be  bom 
of  the  Spirit ;  and  to  say,  then,  that  the  gracious  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit  of  God  have  ceased  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  were  virtually  to  declare,  that  the  work 
of  conversion  is  finished, — that  the  gate  of  heaven  is 
now  closed, — ^that  not  one  soul  can  now  be  added  to 
the  Church  of  such  as  shall  be  saved ;  for  it  is  clear, 
that  "  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God ;"  and  it  is  equally  clear,  that 
if  he  be  bom  again,  he  must  be  "  bom  of  the  Spirit." 
The  renewing  and  sanctifying  agency  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  then,  has  not  ceased  in  the  Christian  Church ; 
nor  will  it  ever  cease  until  the  last  convert  has  been 
converted — the  last  penitent  restored.  The  continued 
agency  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  Church,  under  the 
present  dispensation,  which  is  emphatically  called 
"the  ministration  of  the  Spirit,"  is  a  doctrine  which 
teaches  us  to  eii\>^ct  ^\^^1  xesults  from  the  faithful 


REVIVALS.  4-15 

preaching  of  the  Gospel ;  and  is,  in  fact,  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  the  Gospel  ministry, — their  sole  encourage- 
ment to  persevere  in  the  otherwise  hopeless  eflFort  to 
evangelize  and  regenerate  the  world.     Take  away  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit, — expunge  those  passages 
from  the  Bihle  which  contain  the  promise  of  his 
enlightening,  renewing,  and  converting  grace, — and 
then  you  leave  us  with  none  hut  natural  means  to 
accomplish  a  supernatural  work, — ^you  leave  us,  by 
our  mere  persuasion  and  importunity,  to  convert  en- 
mity into  love,  to  quicken  the  dead  to  life,  to  raise  a 
&llen  world  to  heaven, — then,  indeed,  our  hopes  were 
enthusiastic,  our  expectations  visionary,  our  aims  abor- 
tive ; — but  leave  with  us  the  promise  which  God  has 
given ;  grant  that  the  Gospel  is  an  instrument  in  his 
hands,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  ever  living  and 
ever  active  teacher  and  sanctifier  of  souls,— then,  in 
the  strength  of  this  truth,  we  can  face  all  difficulties 
and  rise  above  all  discouragement;   and  stand  un- 
moved amidst  the  mockery  of  the  world ;  and  preach 
the  Gospel  with  confidence  of  ultimate  success,  both  to 
Greek  and  barbarian — to  savage  and  to  civilized  men ; 
for  the  Gospel  is  adapted  to  every  human  heart,  and 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  power  to  make  it  effectual,  and 
the  promise  stands  on  record  for  ever — "  He  ynW  give 
the  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him." 

It  being  admitted,  then,  that  the  real  and  active 
agency  of  the  Spirit  of  God  for  the  conversion  of  souls 
may  reasonably  be  expected  in  the  Christian  Church, 
the  only  question  which  remains  to  be  considered  is, — 
whether  that  divine  agent  will  always  act  in  otvft  \mvv- 
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form  method,  quietly  and  graduallj  extending  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  by  the  successive  conversion  of 
individual  sinners,  as  he  is  wont  for  the  most  part  to 
do ;  or  whether  he  may  not^  for  wise  reasons,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  that  sovereignty  which  belongs  to  him, 
act  occasionally  in  a  more  extraordinary  and  remark- 
able way,  turning  multitudes  at  once,  and,  perhaps, 
suddenly,  from  darkness  to  light,  and  bringing  about 
a  general  revival  of  the  power  of  religion  in  particular 
places  and  congregations  ?  In  other  words,  may  we 
reasonably  believe  and  expect  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
will  occasionally  produce  a  remarkable  religious  re- 
vival? 

That  we  may  proceed  to  the  calm  and  impartial 
consideration  of  this  question,  it  may  be  useful,  first 
of  all,  to  obviate  and  remove  some  prejudices  which 
might  either  prevent  us  from  entertaining  it  at  all,  or 
imfit  us  for  deciding  it  aright. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  form  a  clear  and  defi- 
nite idea  of  what  is  meant  by  a  revival  of  religion :  it 
properly  consists  in  these  two  things, — a  general  im- 
partation  of  new  Ufe,  and  vigour,  and  power,  to  those 
who  are  already  of  the  number  of  God's  people ;  and 
a  remarkable  awakening  and  conversion  of  souls  who 
have  hitherto  been  careless  and  unbelieving ;  in  other 
words,  it  consists  in  new  spiritual  life  imparted  to 
the  dead,  and  in  new  spiritual  health  imparted  to  the 
living. 

A  revival  properly  consists  in  one  or  both  of  these 
two  things — a  revived  state  of  religion  among  the 
members  of  ihe  CVixudi^  ^svd  the  increase  of  their 
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number  by  the  addition  of  souls  converted  to  God. 
Can  it  be  doubted  by  any  professing  Christian,  either 
that  such  a  reviyal  is  possible,  or  that  it  is  desir- 
able ?  Why,  what  is  the  end  of  the  Gospel  ministry  ? 
What  the  great  design  of  our  Sabbaths  and  our  sanc- 
tuaries ?  What  the  purport  of  all  Gospel  promises  in 
reference  to  the  kingdom  of  grace  ?  Is  it  not,  that 
such  souls  as  have  heretofore  "been  dead  in  tres- 
passes and  sins,"  may  be  quickened  into  spiritual  life  ? 
and  that  such  souls  as  have  already  been  quickened 
into  life,  may  grow  in  spiritual  health  and  vigour, 
and  be  revived  and  restored  when  they  have  fallen 
into  declension  and  decay  ?  Do  we  not  all  pray  for 
these  things  ?  And  is  it  hot  our  privilege  to  expect, 
that  for  these  things  our  prayers  will  be  heard  and 
answered  ? 

The  simultaneous  conversion  of  many  souls,  and 
the  increasing  power  of  true  religion  in  the  hearts  of 
God's  people,  are  the  constituent  elements  of  a  religi- 
ous revival ;  and  these  two  eflFects  of  the  Spirit's  grace, 
while  they  may  be  wrought  separately,  are  neverthe- 
less found,  when  they  are  wrought  together,  to  exert 
a  powerful  reciprocal  influence  on  each  other.  Some- 
times, under  a  Gospel  ministry,  the  faith,  and  love, 
and  zeal  of  a  Christian  Church  are  revived  and 
strengthened,  without  being  immediately  accompanied 
with  any  remarkable  awakening  of  careless  sinners ;  at 
other  times,  many  successive  conversions  are  wrought 
one  after  another,  while  the  general  tone  of  Christian 
piety  is  not  observably  raised  or  strengthened;  but 
when  at  one  and  the  same  time,  believers  are  invigo- 
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rated  with  new  strength,  and  many  careless  sinners 
are  converted,  there  is  a  powerful  reciprocal  influence 
exerted  on  each  by  the  experience  of  the  other.  De- 
caying and  backsliding  Christians  are  aroused  and 
reclaimed,  when  they  see  God's  power  exerted  in  the 
conversion  of  sinners ;  they  feel  that  there  is  a  reaUty 
and  a  vital  energy  in  God's  truth, — that  Christ  liyes 
and  reigns, — that  the  Spirit  is  still  present  with  the 
Church ;  and  they  are  excited  to  greater  earnestness 
in  prayer,  to  greater  devotedness  of  heart,  to  greater 
holiness  of  life;  while  their  reawakened  zeal,  and 
their  fervent  prayers,  fit  them  for  exerting  a  holier 
influence  over  others,  and  may  be  the  means  of  add- 
ing many  to  the  Church  of  such  as  shall  be  saved. 
Thus  it  was  on  the  day  of  Pentecost ;  on  that  re- 
markable occasion,  it  is  recorded,  "  That  fear  came 
upon  every  soul,"  and  the  result  was,  that  "  the  Lord 
added  to  the  Church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved." 
It  is  of  great  practical  importance  to  observe,  that 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  on  the  soul  of  every  individual 
convert^  is  substantially  the  same  with  that  which 
takes  place — but  only  on  a  more  extended  scale — ^in 
a  general  revival  of  religion.  When  inany  are  sud- 
denly arrested  and  convinced — when  conversions  take 
place  in  hirge  numbers,  and  are  attended  with  re- 
markable circumstances,  the  work  of  the  Spirit  attracts 
more  of  public  attention,  and  produces  a  larger  mea- 
sure of  excitement ;  but,  substantially,  it  is  the  self- 
same work,  which  has  often  been  carried  on,  in 
silence,  in  the  secret  chamber,  in  the  retired  recesses 
oi  the  heart, — ^when.  one  i^oot  sinner  in  a  congregation 


REVIVALS.  419 

has  been  singled  out  from  a  multitude  of  careless  pro- 
fessors, and  made  the  subject  of  a  saving  change.  It 
matters  not  whether  a  man  passes  from  death  unto  life 
in  soUtude  or  in  society, — whether  he  ventures  alone  to 
the  mercy-seat,  or  is  accompanied  thither  by  a  multi- 
tude of  earnest  suppliants,  —  whether  tbe  light  of 
heaven  shines  in  upon  his  soul,  leaving  others  in  dark- 
ness, or  shines,  at  the  same  time,  into  the  hearts  of 
thousands  more.  The  same  change  which  was  wrought 
on  the  three  thousand  converts  of  Pentecost,  passed 
also  on  the  spirit  of  Lydia,  when  she  worshipped  with 
a  few  other  women  by  the  river  side ;  and  on  the 
spirit  of  the  Philippian  gaoler,  when  he  stood  alone 
with  the  apostles.  One  may  be  converted  at  a  time, 
or  many ;  but  the  work  of  conversion  is  the  same  in 
all.  Every  soul,  in  a  general  revived,  must  be  en- 
lightened by  divine  truth,  and  awakened  to  concern 
about  its  salvation — and  melted  into  godly  sorrow  for 
an — ^and  stirred  up  to  lay  hold  on  Christ  and  his  free 
salvation — and  imbued  with  new  views,  new  affec- 
tions, new  desires,  new  tastes,  new  hopes,  new  habits ; 
in  a  word,  every  such  soul  as  passes  from  death  unto 
life,  in  a  season  of  general  awakening,  must  pass 
through  the  same  general  experience,  which,  on  other 
occasions,  is  realized  by  the  solitary  inquirer,  when, 
in  his  secret  chamber,  he  thinks,  and  repents,  and 
believes,  and  prays,  and  enters  into  peace  with  God. 
No  one,  therefore,  who  has  experienced  that  great 
change  in  his  own  soul  —  who  has  known  what  it  is 
to  be  awakened  to  concern  about  his  own  salvation — 
who  has  wept  and  prayed  in  secret,  and  eatnfe^vV^  i^«»^ 
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his  Bible,  and  has  drank  in  the  precious  truths  of  the 
Gospel — ought  to  feel  any  jealousy  concerning  a  gene- 
ral revival  of  true  religion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  should 
regard  it  with  such  feelings  as  befit  the  occasion, — 
the  feelings  of  hope  and  expectation,  that  some  great 
good  will  be  accomplished, — the  feelings  of  gratitude 
and  joy,  that  new  manifestations  and  proofs  of  the 
Saviour  s  power  are  vouchsafed, — and  the  feeling  of 
solemn  awe,  arising  from  the  thought,  that  God  is  in- 
terposing— that  immortal  souls  are  being  bom  again, 
— and  that  these  souls  are  now  undergoing  all  that 
solemn  conviction,  and  feeling  all  those  anxious  fears, 
and  impressed  with  all  those  awful  views  of  God  and 
judgment  and  eternity,  which  he  himself  had  expe- 
rienced, when  he  first  repented,  and  wept,  and  prayed, 
and  wrestled  for  his  own  salvation. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  not  limited  to  any  one  mode  of 
operation  in  the  execution  of  his  glorious  work ;  and 
his  sovereignty  ought  ever  to  be  remembered  when 
we  are  considering  a  subject  of  this  nature.  It  has, 
unfortunately,  been  too  much  overlooked,  when,  on 
the  one  hand,  some  have  insisted,  as  we  think,  with 
undue  partiality  and  confidence,  on  a  general  and 
remarkable  revival,  as  being  in  itself  the  best  manifes- 
tation of  the  Spirit's  grace,  and  as  being,  in  all  cases,  a 
matter  of  promise  to  believing  prayer ;  and  when,  on 
the  other  hand,  not  a  few  have  looked  to  the  quiet 
and  gradual  success  of  the  Gospel  niinistry,  to  the 
exclusion,  or  at  least  disparagement,  of  any  more  sud- 
den and  remarkable  work  of  grace.  The  former  have 
given  a  too  exclusive  i^xe^et^Tifte  to  what  is  extraor- 
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dinary  and  striking ;  while  the  latter  have  fallen  into 
the  opposite  error,  of  preferring  what  is  more  usual 
and  quiet.  We  think  it  were  better  to  admit  of  both 
methods  of  conversion,  and  to  leave  the  choice  to  the 
sovereign  wisdom  and  grace  of  the  Spirit.  It  is  equally 
possible  for  him  to  convert  souls  successively  or  simul- 
taneously ;  and,  in  adopting  either  course,  doubtless 
he  has  wise  ends  in  view.  We  have  no  sympathy 
with  those  who,  overlooking  the  steady  progress  of  the 
great  work  of  conversion  under  a  stated  ministry,  make 
no  account  of  the  multitudes  who  are  added,  one  by 
one,  to  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  merely  because 
their  conversion  has  not  been  attended  with  the  out- 
ward manifestations  of  a  great  religious  revival ;  nor 
can  we  agree  with  them  in  thinking,  that  the  Church 
has  any  sure  warrant  to  expect  that  the  Spirit  will  be 
bestowed,  in  every  instance,  in  that  particular  way. 
But  as  little  have  we  any  sympathy  with  those  who, 
rejecting  all  revivals  as  unscriptural  delusions,  pro- 
fess to  look  exclusively  to  the  gradual  progress  of 
divine  truth,  and  the  slow  advance  of  individual  con- 
version under  a  stated  ministry.  Both  methods — the 
simultaneous,  and  the  successive  conversion  of  souls 
— are  equally  within  the  poAver  of  the  Spirit;  and  there 
may  exist  wise  reasons  why,  in  certain  cases,  the  first 
should  be  chosen,  while,  in  other  cases,  the  second  is 
preferred. 

Several  important  purposes  may  be  promoted  by 
the  sudden  and  simultaneous  conversion  of  many  souls, 
and  the  concurrent  revival  of  Christian  congregations, 
which  either  could  not  be  attained  at  all^  or  not  t^  t.bk& 
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same  extent,  by  the  more  ordinary  and  gradual  pro- 
gress of  the  Gospel.  A  season  of  general  awakening 
affords,  both  to  believers  and  unbelieyers,  a  new  and 
very  impressive  proof  of  the  reality  and  power  of  the 
Spirit's  grace, — it  strengthens  the  faith,  and  enlarges 
the  hopes  of  God's  people, — it  awakens  those  nominal 
professors  who  are  at  ease  in  Zion,  and  it  alarms  and 
aroused  the  consciences  of  the  irreligious  multitude. 
For  when  many  are  suddenly  arrested  by  the  power 
of  the  Spirit,  and  turned  from  the  error  of  their  ways, 
and  made  to  break  off  their  sins  by  repentance,  and 
are  seen  flying  to  Christ  like  doves  to  their  windows, 
the  mind  of  every  spectator  must  be  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  reality  and  importance  of  religion,  and 
the  most  ungodly  for  a  time  will  tremble. 

Such  a  season  of  revival  may  be  designed  to  mani- 
fest, in  an  extraordinary  way,  the  continued  presence, 
and  the  active  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit, — to  demon- 
strate the  faithfulness  of  God  in  fulfilling  the  promises 
of  his  Word, — to  evince  the  efl&cacy  of  believing  pray- 
er,— to  teach  the  Church  the  weakness  of  human  in- 
struments, and  the  true  source  of  all  spiritual  power, — 
to  quicken  her  faith  and  hope,  when  through  manifold 
trials  and  increasing  difl&culties,  she  might  be  ready  to 
faint  and  be  discouraged,  as  if  the  task  of  regenerating 
the  world  were  left  to  be  accomplished  by  inadequate 
resources, — to  stir  her  up  to  greater  efforts,  in  a  spirit 
of  lively  faith  and  humble  dependence,  and  to  afford 
ne^y  evidence  to  succeeding  generations,  that  Christ  is 
the  exalted  Head  of  the  Church,  and  that  all  power 
is  still  given  to  Ynm  m  \i^^NeiTL  ^xvd  on.  earth.     These 
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are  some  of  the  important  practical  lessons  which  may 
be  taught  by  such  seasons  of  revival  in  the  Church, — 
lessons  which  might  be  deduced  from  the  more  ordi- 
nary operations  of  the  Spirit  under  the  regular  ministry 
of  the  Word,  but  which  are  more  prominently  pre- 
sented, and  more  impressively  enforced,  when,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  adorable  sovereignty,  the  Spirit  of 
God,  instead  of  descending  like  "  dew  on  the  grass,*' 
comes  like  "  showers  which  water  the  earth,"  or  like 
*^  floods  on  the  dry  ground/*  And  if  these  or  similar 
ends  may  be  promoted  by  such  means,  who  will  say 
that  they  may  not  be  employed  by  Him  who  is  "  wise 
in  counsel,  and  excellent  in  working,"  and  of  whom 
it  is  written,  "  There  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the 
same  Spirit.  And  there  are  differences  of  administra- 
tions, but  the  same  Lord.  And  there  are  diversities  of 
operations,  but  it  is  the  same  God  which  worketh  all 
in  all." — "  All  these  worketh  that  one  and  the  self- 
same Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  severally  as  he 
will." 

That  such  seasons  of  general  religious  revival  as 
occurred  at  the  feast  of  Pentecost  were  to  be  expected 
in  subsequent  times,  appears  from  those  promises  of 
Scripture  which  relate  to  "  times  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,"  which  insure  the  continued 
presence  of  Christ  and  his  Spirit  vnth  the  Church  in 
all  ages,  and  which  declare,  that  "  when  the  enemy 
Cometh  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  Uft 
up  a  standard  against  him."  And  that  such  seasons 
of  revival  have  occurred  at  intervals  along  the  whole 
line  of  the  Church's  historyy  is  a  fact  Yf\i\c\i\a  vvrco^^j 
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confirmed  by  historical  eyidence,  and  sufficient  to  ob- 
viate any  prejudice  arising  from  the  idea  that  such  an 
event  is  novel  or  unprecedented. 

The  history  of  the  collective  Church  resembles  the 
experience  of  individual  believers  in  many  respects, 
and  chiefly  in  this,  that  in  both  there  occur  seasons  of 
growth  and  decay,  of  progress  and  declension,  each 
bearing  a  resemblance  to  the  course  of  nature  with  its 
spring  and  wiuter,  its  seedtime  and  harvest. 

Thus  in  the  great  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, a  reformation  in  the  outward  state  of  the  Church, 
which  had  its  source  and  spring  in  a  revival  of  reli- 
gion in  the  hearts  of  a  few  chosen  men, — when  simul- 
taneously in  Germany,  and  Switzerland,  and  Britain, 
the  Holy  Spirit  said,  "  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light."  "As  in  spring-time*  the  breath  of  life  is  felt 
from  the  sea  shore  to  the  mountain  top,  so  the  Spirit 
of  God  was  now  melting  the  ice  of  a  long  vdnter  in 
every  part  of  Christendom,  and  clothing  with  verdure 
and  flowers  the  most  secluded  valleys,  and  the  most 
steep  and  barren  rocks.  Germany  did  not  communi- 
•  cate  the  light  of  truth  to  Switzerland,  Switzerland  to 
France,  France  to  England ;  all  these  lands  received 
it  from  God,  just  as  no  one  region  transmits  the  light 
to  another,  but  the  same  orb  of  splendour  dispenses  it 
direct  to  the  earth.  Raised  far  above  men,  Christ, 
the  day-star  from  on  high,  was,  at  the  period  of  the 
Reformation,  as  at  the  first  introduction  of  the  Gospel, 
the  divine  source  whence  came  the  life  of  the  world. 
One  and  the  same  doctrine  suddenly  established  in  the 
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axteenth  centuiy,  at  the  domestic  hearths,  and  in  the 
places  of  worship,  of  nations  the  most  distant  and  dis^ 
similar.  It  was  because  the  same  Spirit  was  every 
where  present,  producing  the  same  fiiith." 

A  series  of  local  revivals  on  a  more  partial  and 
limited  scale,  have  occurred  since  the  great  general 
reyiTal  at  the  era  of  the  Reformation. 

From  1623  to  1641  there  occurred  a  yery  remark- 
able revival  of  true  religion  in  the  province  of  Ulster, 
in  Ireland,  which  was  the  germ  of  that  Presbyterian 
Church  which  continues  to  bless  that  province  to  the 
piesent  time.  The  inhabitants  of  Ulster  were  settlers 
drawn  from  England  and  Scotland,  and  planted  there 
as  a  colony  by  King  James.  At  first  they  were  men 
of  reckless  and  dissolute  characters,  and  ^^  ripe  for  a 
great  manifestation  either  of  judgment  or  of  mercy."* 
In  God's  good  providence,  some  able  and  zealous  mi- 
nisters of  the  Gospel,  being  oppressed  in  Scotland  and 
England,  took  refuge  in  Ireland,  and  amongst  them  the 
eminent  Blair,  and  Livingstone,  and  Welsh ;  and  such 
a  remarkable  blessing  accompanied  their  preaching, 
that  not  only  were  many  souls  converted,  but  pure 
Gospel  Churches  were  planted,  and  a  Gospel  disci- 
pline introduced.  Not  a  few  of  the  higher  ranks  were 
converted ;  and  it  is  a  memorable  fact,  that  the  great- 
est success  attended  the  preaching,  not  of  the  ablest 
and  most  prudent  ministers,  but  of  one  whose  gifts 
were  weak,  who  knew  little  more  than  the  terrors  of 
the  law,  and  who  was  ^^  a  man,  it  is  said,  who  would 
never  have  been  chosen  by  a  wise  assembly  of  minis- 

•  Reid'0  History  of  the  Synod  of  Ulst«i, 

Be 
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ters,  DOr  sent  to  begin  a  reformation  in  the  land.  Yet 
this  was  the  Lord's  choice,  that  all  men  might  see  that 
it  was  not  bj  power,  nor  by  might,  nor  by  man's  wis- 
dom, but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord." 

In  1625  a  remarkable  revival  of  religion  occurred 
in  the  parish  of  Stewarton,  chiefly  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Rev.  D.  Dickson,  minister  of  Lrvine. 
He  had  but  recently  before  been  driven  from  his 
church  by   the    Court  of  High   Commission,    and 
banished  to  the  north  of  Scotland,  but  being  restored 
in  1623,  he  was  greatly  blessed  in  his  ordinary  minis- 
try; and  having  instituted  a  weekly  lecture  on  the 
market-day,  with  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  those  coming 
in  from  the  country,  he  was  enabled  to  cast  the  pre- 
cious seed  far  and  wide,  so  that  it  took  deep  root,  and 
produced  an  abundant  harvest,  especially  in  the  parish 
of  Stewarton,  where  the  "  revival  spread  from  house 
to  house  for  many  miles  along  the  valley."     Some- 
times there  would  be  upwards  of  an  hundred  waiting 
to  converse  with  him  in  the  manse,  after  the  lecture; 
and  a  complete  change  was  wrought  in  the  hearts  and 
habits  of  a  great  number.     This  is  attested,  not  only 
by  the  venerable  minister  himself,  but  also  by  some 
eminent  characters,  such  as  Professor  Blair,  Principal 
Boyd,  Lady  Eglinton,  Lady  Robertland,  and  others 
who  visited  the  scene,  and  shared  in  the  services. 

In  1630  a  very  extraordinary  revival  occurred  at 
the  Kirk  of  Shotts  in  Lanarkshire.  A  number  of 
ministers,  then  suflbring  under  the  persecution  of  the 
civil  power,  assisted  at  the  dispensation  of  the  Supper; 
and  such  was  t\ie  \si\.ex^s\,  Mt  in  the  solemn  service, 


that  the  people  expressed  a  desire  to  have  a  aerraon 
oa  the  Monday  after  the  feast,  Mr  John  Livingstone, 
i^ea  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  and  chaplain  to  the 
(.Countess  of  Wigton,  ivaa  requested  to  officiate  ;  but 
1^  vrheu  he  was  alone  in  the  fields  in  the  morning, 
Hiere  came  upon  him  such  a  misgiving,  under  a  sense 
of  un  worth  in  ess  and  unfitness  to  speak  before  so  many 
;|pged  and  worthy  ministers,  and  eminent  experienced 
'Christians,  that  he  was  thinking  of  stealing  aivay,  and 
'•mas  juat  about  to  lose  sight  of  the  kirk,  tvhen  these 
iWOrds,  "'  Was  I  ever  a  barren  wilderness,  or  a  land  of 
jdarkness,"  were  brought  into  his  mind  with  such  an 
overcoming  power,  as  constrained  him  to  think  it  his 
jjnty  to  return  and  comply  witji  the  call  to  preach. 
■jpfL  preached  accordingly,  from  Ezekiel  xsxvi.  25, — - 
i**  Then  will  I  sprinkle  ciean  water  upon  you,"  &c., 
>Biid  with  snch  power,  through  the  accompanying  grace 
vof  the  Spirit,  "  that  about  five  hundred  persons  were 
..•coiiTerted,  principally  by  means  of  this  sermon."  This 
.great  revival  was  afterwards  described  as  "the  sowing  of 
taseed  through  Clydesdale,  so  asmany  of  the  most  emi- 
nent Christians  in  that  country  could  date  either  (heir 
iCOitTersion  or  some  remarkable  con6nnation  from  it." 
Ill  1 638,  the  same  year  in  which  was  held  the  cele- 
brated Assembly  at  Glasgow,  there  commenced  a 
general  revival  of  true  religion  in  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, which  has  left  its  precious  fruits  as  an  inheritance 
to  the  present  times, — a  revival  not  confined  to  par- 
tietiiar  districts,  but  extending  over  the  whole  Church, 
^and  influencing  her  judicatories  as  well  as  ber  cqu- 
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In  1734,  a  remarkable  revival  occurred  in  Nor- 
thampton, and  many  other  towns  in  New  England, 
North  America,  under  the  ministry  of  such  men  as 
President  Edwards  and  David  Brainerd,  whose  faith- 
ful narratives  contain  not  only  an  authentic  statement 
of  facts,  but  many  rich  and  instructive  observations 
suggested  by  experience  and  observation. 

In  1742)  many  parishes  in  Scotland  were  visited 
with  times  of  refreshing.  The  parish  of  Oambuslang, 
near  Glasgow,  then  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Mr 
3f 'Cidloch,  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  visited.  Afiter  he 
had  preached  for  about  a  year  on  the  nature  and 
necessity  of  regeneration,  he  was  requested  by  about 
ninety  heads  of  families  to  give  them  a  weekly  lec- 
ture. Prayer-meetings  were  formed ;  and  one  after 
another,  and  at  length  fifty  in  the  same  day,  came  to 
him  in  distress  of  mind.  After  this,  such  was  their 
thirst  for  the  Word  of  God,  that  he  had  to  provide 
them  a  sermon  almost  daily,  and  before  the  arrival  of 
Mr  Whitefield,  three  hundred  souls  had  been  con- 
verted. When  that  eminent  servant  of  God  preached 
at  the  dispensation  of  the  sacrament  soon  after,  there 
were  present  about  twenty-four  ministers,  and  from 
thirty  to  forty  thousand  souls.  Three  thousand  com- 
municated at  the  tables,  many  of  them  from  a  great 
distance,  who  carried  with  them  to  their  several  homes 
a  savour  of  good  things ;  and  not  fewer  than  four 
hundred,  belonging  to  the  parish,  were  enrolled  in  the 
minister's  lists  as  having  been  converted  in  that  year. 
In  the  same  year,  the  parish  of  Kilsyth,  then  under 
the  pastoral  cate  oi  Mx  13^\i^.>'^liQ  had  laboured  for 
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tiiirtj  jears  without  any  remarkable  success,  was 
visited  first  of  all  with  violent  fever,  and  afterwards 
with  inline,  without  any  salutary  effect.  The  minister 
was  much  discouraged,  but  betook  himself  to  prayer, 
and  soon  some  symptoms  of  growing  seriousness  ap- 
peared, which  rapidly  ripened  into  a  great  spiritual 
revival.  Sometimes  thirty,  sometimes  forty  were 
awakened  in  a  week ;  in  all  there  were  about  three 
hundred,  whose  subsequent  life  attested  the  sincerity 
of  their  conversion. 

In  the  same  year,  we  have  authentic  accounts  of  the 
sudden  and  simultaneous  revival  of  religion  in  many 
other  parishes, — as  in  Baldemoch,  where  there  was,  at 
the  time,  no  stated  minister,  but  many  were  awakened 
through  the  labours  of  a  pious  schoolmaster, — ^in 
Campsie,  in  Calder,  in  Kirkintilloch,  in  Cumber- 
nauld, in  Gargunnoch,  and  also  in  St  Ninians,  and 
in  Muthill. 

In  1794,  a  remarkable  revival  of  religion  occurred 
in  various  parishes  of  Wales,  chiefly  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  Mr  Charles  of  Bala.  As  early  as 
1649,  soon  after  the  Westminster  Assembly,  com- 
missioners had  been  appointed  by  Parliament  to  sup- 
ply the  religious  destitution  of  that  neglected  coimtry ; 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  pious  ministers  were  planted 
in  its  various  counties,  and  good  schoolmasters  ap- 
pointed in  every  market-town,  besides  thirty  preachers 
who  were  appointed  to  itinerate  from  place  to  place. 
Several  eminent  ministers  were  afterwards  raised  up, 
such  as  Mr  Hugh  Owen,  Mr  Thomas  Gouge,  Mr 
Griffith  Jones,  Mr  Howel  Harries,  Mr  Daniel  Row- 
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lands,  who  successively  devoted  themselves  to  the  cul- 
tivation  of  the  same  interesting  field,  and  often  with 
great  success.  Whitefield  testifies  that  the  people 
thought  nothing  of  coming  twenty  miles  to  hear  a 
sermon,  and  that  thousands  were  savingly  impressed. 
Mr  Charles  of  Bala  was  himself  one  of  the  fruits  of 
Mr  Rowland's  ministry ;  and  he  devoted  himself  with 
the  like  zeal  to  the  prosecution  of  the  same  glorious 
work.  He  instituted  schools  in  every  part  of  his  wide 
circuit ;  and  thousands,  hoth  old  and  young,  received 
the  Word  with  joy,  while  a  general  reformation  was 
efi\;cted  even  among  the  careless  and  unconverted. 

In  1798,  a  remarkahle  revival  of  true  religion  oc- 
curred in  the  parish  of  Moulin,  then  under  the  pas- 
toral charge  of  the  Rev,  Alexander  Stewart,  afterwards 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Canongate.     In  the  inte- 
resting account  which  he  has  left  of  this  event,  he 
ingenuously  confesses  that  he  was  himself  ignorant  of 
divine  truth,  at  least  in  its  saving  power,  for  several 
years  after  he  was  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry ;  and 
that  he  was  much  perplexed  when  some  persons,  under 
concern  for  their  souls,  applied  to  him  for  advice.    At 
length,  through  the  writings  of  Newton  and  Scott,  and 
the  conversation  and  preaching  of  Mr  Simeon  of  Cam- 
bridge, who  visited  him  in  1796,  he  was  brought  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  immediately  declaring 
what  he  had  learned,  a  great  impression  was  made  on 
the  minds  of  the  people, — ^insomuch  that  many  nomi- 
nal professors  abstained   of  their  own  accord  from 
going  forward  to  the  Lord's  table.     Seldom  a  week 
passed    without   oue^  Iv^o^  ox  three  persons  being 
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brought  under  deep  concern,  till  he  could  count  seventy 
souls  as  his  "crown  of  joy  and  rejoicing." 

In  1812,  a  great  reyival  occurred  in  the  island  of 
Arran,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Mr  M' Bride, 
which  was  accompanied  with  much  excitement,  and 
what  the  world  will  call  extravagance,  but  which  re- 
sulted in  the  conversion  of  between  two  and  three 
hundred  souls.  And  in  the  same  year,  another  oc- 
curred in  the  Island  of  Skye,  which  is  in  many 
respects  extraordinary.  Religion  appeared  to  be  well- 
nigh  dead.  Among  several  thousand  persons,  there 
were  found  only  fiye  or  six  New  Testaments,  and  they 
had  few  advantages  under  the  ministry.  An  itinerant 
preacher  appeared,  and  laboured  for  some  time  amongst 
them,  attracting  considerable  audiences,  but  without 
any  apparent  success,  till  a  poor  blind  fiddler  was  con- 
verted, and  raised  up  as  a  mighty  agent  in  the  great 
work.  One  of  the  ministers  soon  followed,  and  at 
length  the  revival  spread,  until  several  hundreds  were 
added  to  the  Church  of  such  as  should  be  saved. 

In  1824,  a  revival  occurred  under  very  different 
circumstances,  in  the  parish  of  Uig,  in  the  island  of 
Lewis,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr  M'Leod.  The  first 
visible  symptom  of  it  was  a  rapid  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  communicants;  but  nine  thousand  people  flocked 
from  all  quarters  to  hear  the  Word,  and  to  witness  the 
service  in  which  they  would  not  partake.  Multitudes 
were  converted,  and  a  general  spirit  of  prayer  poured 
out  from  on  high.  And  this  interesting  revival  has 
continued  steadily  to  grow  down  to  the  present  time. 

I  have  not  adverted  to  many  revivals  reported  to 
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liave  taken  place  more  recentl j  in  America,  nor  to 
those  which  have  gladdened  our  hearts  in  our  own  day, 
and  in  our  own  land,  hut  have  confined  m jself  to  the 
authentic  narrative  of  cases,  whose  firuits  and  effects 
we  haye  had  time  to  test  and  ascertain.  And  I  think 
the  cases  which  have  been  enumerated,  are  sufficient 
to  show  that  such  reyivals  are  not  novelties  in  the 
history  of  the  Church,  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be 
regarded  with  those  feelings  of  jealousy  and  suspidon 
which  novelties  in  religion  are  so  apt  to  awaken. 


PART  III. 

THE  WORK  OP  THE  SPIRIT  IN  THE  EDIFICATION 

OF  HIS  PEOPLE. 


CHAPTER  I. 


f  THE  WORK  OP  THK  SPIRIT  AS  THE  SPIRIT  OP 

HOLINESS. 

E  general  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  consista  of  two 
parts — the  RL'geiierution  of  sinners,  and  the  Eldification 
of  his  people.  Under  the  latter,  several  special  ope- 
lationa  of  his  grace  are  included,  ivhich  are  distinctly 
mentioned  in  sacred  Scripture,  and  which  maj  be 
considered  separately,  as  examples  of  the  connection 
which  subsists  hetvriit  his  grace  and  all  our  duties, 
and  as  evidences  of  the  love  and  wisdom  with  which 
his  blessed  agency  is  adapted  to  all  the  wants  and 
weaknesses  of  our  nature.  It  is  an  animating  and 
consoling  thought,  that  the  promised  grace  of  the 
Spirit  has  respect  to  every  duty  which  we  can  be  call- 
ed to  discharge,  and  to  every  change  that  can  possibly 
occur  in  the  condition,  the  temptations,  and  the  trials 
of  his  people ;  for  whether  we  be  called  to  fight  against 
our  corruptions — the  Spirit  is  our  sanctitier;  or  to 
endure  atfliction^the  Spirit  is  our  comforter ;  or  to 
choose  the  pulli  of  duty  iu  times  of  perplexity — the 
Spirit  is  our  guide;  or  toengageinprayei— ftiafti 
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is  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication ;  or  to  cnltiTate 
any  one  of  the  graces  of  the  Christian  character — ^they 
are  all  "  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;"  so  that  whatever  may 
be  our  duty,  and  however  formidable  the  difficulties  by 
which  we  are  surrounded,  we  can  look  up  to  God  on 
the  warrant  of  his  own  word,  for  the  aid  of  that 
"  good  Spirit "  who  has  promised  "  to  help  our  infir- 
mities," and  who  says  to  each  of  his  people,  ^'  I  will 
never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee," — "  My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee,  I  will  perfect  my  strength  in  weak- 
ness,"— "  As  thy  day  is,  so  shall  thy  strength  be,**— 
"  Wait  on  the  Lord  and  be  of  good  courage,  and  he 
will  strengthen  thine  heart;  wait,  I  say,  upon  the 
Lord." 

Sanctification  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit ;  and  the 
commencement  of  it  in  the  soul  is  to  be  dated  from 
the  time  of  a  sinner's  conversion.  Until  he  is  con- 
verted, he  is  '^  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,"  for,  says 
the  apostle  to  the  Ephesian  converts,  "  You  hath  he 
quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins; 
wherein  in  time  past  ye  walked  according  to  the 
course  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air,  the  Spirit  which  now  worketh  in  the 
children  of  disobedience.  Among  whom  also  we  all 
had  our  conversation  in  times  past  in  the  lusts  of  onr 
flesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the 
mind ;  and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath  even 
as  others;"  and  again,  to  Titus,  "  For  we  ourselves 
also  were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived, 
serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures,  living  in  malice  and 
envy,  hateful  aiid.YiaX.m^oTi'&^xvother.     But  after  that 
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the  kindness  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  toward 
man  appeared,  not  by  works  of  righteousness  which 
we  haye  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved 
us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost;  which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour."  At  the  time  of  a 
sinner^s  conversion,  spiritual  life  is  imparted  to  his 
soul — ^he  who  was  dead  is  quickened — he  rises  with 
Christ  to  newness  of  life — he  is  bom  again — he  is 
^'  God's  workmanship,  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus 
unto  good  works." 

This  great  change  is  often  preceded,  as  we  have  seen, 
by  a  preparatory  work  of  conviction  and  instruction, 
and  is  always  followed,  as  we  shall  now  see,  by  a  pro- 
gressive course  of  sanctification;  but  it  properly  consists 
in  his  closing  with  Christ  in  the  Gospel,  by  the  delibe- 
rate assent  of  his  understanding  in  an  act  of  faith,  and 
the  decisive  consent  of  his  >vill  in  an  act  of  choice.  At 
the  instant  when  a  sinner,  duly  instructed  in  the  truth, 
and  impressed  with  a  sense  of  his  guilt  and  danger, 
flees  to  Christ  for  refuge,  and  embraces  him  as  his  own 
Saviour  in  all  the  fulness  of  his  offices — at  that  in- 
stant he  passes  from  ^'  death  unto  life,"  and  becomes 
a  partaker  of  all  the  privileges  of  the  children  of  God. 
That  we  might  understand  the  nature,  the  reality,  and 
the  magnitude  of  this  blessed  change,  God  has  been 
pleased  to  record  many  examples  of  it  in  Scripture, 
which  serve  the  double  purpose  of  teaching  us,  both 
what  is  essentially  involved  in  all  cases  of  genuine 
conversion,  and  also  the  varieties  of  individual  ex- 
perience which  may  exist  notwithstanding,    la  \^^ 
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viewing  the  cases  of  the  Philippian  Gaoler,  and  the 
dying  Malefactor;  of  Lydia,  Cornelius,  and  Paul; 
of  Timothy,  the  Ethiopian  Treasurer,  and  the  three 
thousand  who  were  converted  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost,— we  are  enabled  to  see,  that  while  there  were 
great  diversities  of  individual  experience  among  them, 
both  in  respect  to  their  previous  character  and  the 
manner  and  circumstances  of  their  conversion  itself, 
yet  there  was  a  radical  change  that  was  common  to 
all,  and  which  properly  consisted  in  their  being  brought 
under  the  power  of  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  while 
it  was  followed  in  every  instance  by  a  life  of  new,  and 
cheerful,  and  devoted  obedience. 

When  the  apostle  says,  "  If  we  live  in  the  Spirit, 
let  us  also  walk  in  the  Spirit"  (Gal.  v.  25),  his  words 
are  addressed  to  those  who  have  undergone  this  great 
change ;  and  they  refer,  not  to  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  conversion  of  a  sinner,  which  has  been  already 
illustrated,  but  to  the  continued  work  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  progressive  and  growing  sanctification  of  the 
believer  cfter  he  has  been  born  again.  And  in 
directing  your  thoughts  to  this  interesting  subject,  it 
may  be  useful,  first  of  all,  to  illustrate  some  important 
truths  which  are  implied  in  this  exhortation,  and  then 
to  explain  and  apply  the  exhortation  itself. 

I.  It  implies  that  a  new  birth  will  invariably  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  new  life^ — and  conversely,  that  a  new  life 
necessarily  presupposes  a  neiv  birth^  so  that  regenera- 
tion and  sanctification  are  inseparably  conjoined.  In 
other  words,  a  renewed  heart  will  be  followed  by 
practical  reformatvoii)  sBid  3k\vQVj  \i£e  can  only  spring 
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from  an  inward  change  of  heart.  Regeneration  is  the 
spring,  sanctification  is  the  stream ;  if  we  live  in  the 
Spirit,  we  shall  also  walk  in  the  Spirit ;  hut  we  cannot 
walk  spiritually,  unless  we  he  spiritually  alive. 

This  important  truth  is  clearly  taught  hy  our  Lord, 
as  will  appear  at  once  from  a  comparison  of  two  pas- 
sages, in  which  he  presents  it  in  each  of  these  aspects. 
In  the  first  (Matt.  vii.  1 6-20),  he  says,  "  Ye  shall  know 
them  hy  their  fruits.  Do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns, 
or  figs  of  thistles  ?  Even  so  every  good  tree  hringeth 
ibrth  good  fruit ;  hut  a  corrupt  tree  hringeth  forth  evil 
fruit.  A  good  tree  cannot  hring  forth  evil  fruit,  nei- 
ther can  a  corrupt  tree  hring  forth  good  fruit.  Every 
tree  that  hringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down, 
and  cast  into  the  fire.  Wherefore  by  their  fi*uit9  ye 
shall  know  them/'  Here  we  are  taught  that  the  na- 
ture of  the  tree  may  be  judged  of  by  the  quality  of  its 
fiaiit ;  and  that,  wherever  spiritual  life  exists  in  the 
heart,  it  will  manifest  its  presence  there  by  bringing 
forth  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  in  the  life; 
so  that  utter  barrenness  is  a  proof  of  spiritual  death, 
according  to  His  own  words,  "  Every  branch  in  me 
thatbeareth  not  fruit  he  taketli  away" — "  Behold  these 
three  years  I  come  seeking  fruit  on  this  fig-tree,  and 
find  none :  cut  it  down ;  why  cumbereth  it  the  ground?" 
But,  seeing  that  there  may  often  be  many  outward 
semblances  of  holiness,  where  there  is  no  inward  change 
of  heart,  our  Lord  teaches  us,  in  another  passage 
(Matt.  xii.  33),  that  the  quality  of  the  fruit  depends 
on  the  nature  of  the  tree ;  in  other  words,  that  there 
cannot  be  a  spiritual  life  without  a  Uvin^  ^rincv^W 
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ivithin.  ^'  Either,"  says  he,  '^  make  the  tree  good,  and 
his  fruit  good ;  or  else  make  the  tree  corrupt,  aud  his 
firuit  corrupt :  for  the  tree  is  known  hy  his  fruit.  0 
generation  of  yipers,  how  can  je,  heing  evil,  speak 
good  things ;  for  out  of  the  ahundance  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  speaketh.  A  good  man  out  of  the  good 
treasure  of  the  heart  hringeth  forth  good  things ;  and 
an  evil  man  out  of  the  eyil  treasure  bringeth  forth 
evil  things."  And,  in  the  6th  chapter  of  Matthew's 
Gospd,  He  gives  three  distinct  instances  of  the  mj 
in  which  actions,  apparently  good  and  moral,  may  be 
vitiated  by  the  depraved  state  of  the  heart :  He  men- 
tions almsgiving'^  prayer^  and  fastings  and  declares, 
that  if  they  proceed  from  an  unhallowed  principle,  or 
improper  motive,  they  are  not  acceptable  in  the  sight 
of  God. 

It  is  equally  clear,  then,  that  every  sinner  who  has 
been  quickened  by  the  Spirit  will  also  walk  in  the 
Spirit ;  and  also,  that  a  holy  life,  such  as  the  Chris- 
tian leads,  must  be  preceded  by  a  new  spiritual  birth. 
If  he  be  alive,  he  will  walk ;  but,  if  he  would  walk, 
he  must  be  made  alive.  And  the  inseparable  con- 
nection which  subsists  between  a  new  birth  and  a  new 
life,  or  betwixt  regeneration  by  the  Spirit,  and  a  pro- 
gressive course  of  sauctification,  is  wejl  worthy  of  our 
serious  consideration,  because  it  serves  to  guard  us 
against  two  widely  different  errors  which,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  are  too  prevalent  at  the  present  day.  The  first 
is  of  an  Antinomian  complexion ;  and  consists,  not, 
perhaps,  in  the  positive  disbelief  or  denial  of  the  duty 
which  is  incumbent  oxLCiVm&^^asvs^  but  in  the  practical 
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forgetfalness,  or  habitual  neglect  of  those  considera- 
tions  which  should  lead  them  to  maintain  a  close  and 
conscientious  walk  with  God, — and  often  results  in 
their  "turning  the  grace  of  God  into  licentiousness/' — 
as  if  they  were  at  liberty  to  "  continue  in  sin  because 
grace  abounds."  Perhaps  the  most  common  and  fatal 
form  which  this  dangerous  error  assumes  in  modem 
times,  is  the  presumptuous  confidence  with  which  some 
professing  Christians  will  venture  to  do  what  their  con- 
gdences  condemn,  or  at  least,  what  they  can,  with  great 
difficulty,  reconcile  even  to  their  ideas  of  duty,  with  the 
latent  feeling,  that,  if  they  sin,  they  have  only  to  re- 
pent at  some  future  time,  to  insure  their  forgiveness, 
—a  feeling  which,  wherever  it  exists,  evinces  an  utter 
Ignorance  of  the  nature  and  source  of  genuine  repent- 
ance, and  an  awful  want  of  fear  and  reverence  for 
God.  But,  to  every  man  who  is  conscious  of  any 
tendency  to  continue  in  the'  indulgence  of  known  sin, 
or  to  relax  his  diligence  in  the  work  of  a  growing 
sanctiiication,  may  it  not  be  said.  If  ye  walk  not  in 
the  Spirit,  what  evidence  have  you  that  you  live  in  the 
Spirit  ?  Is  it  not  alike  the  command  and  the  promise 
of  Christ's  Gospel — "  Let  not  sin,  therefore,  reign  in 
your  mortal  body" — for  "  sin  shall  not  have  dominion 
over  you ;  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace.  What  then?  Shall  we  sin,  because  we  are 
not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace  ?  God  forbid." 
"  How  shall  we  that  are  dead  to  sin  live  any  longer 
therein?" 

But  if  a  new  life  will  invariably  follow  the  new  birth, 

it  is  equally  certain  that  there  can  be  no  reoJL  Koliue^t 

pf 
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of  life  without  a  thorough  change  of  heart.  And 
this  truth  also,  which  is  implied  in  the  apostle's  words, 
stands  directly  opposed  to  another  error  of  a  different 
kind, — I  mean  the  error  of  those  who  are  mere  forma- 
lists, and  who  suppose  that,  if  their  life  be  regular  and 
decent, — and  above  all,  if  they  abound  in  the  ontwaid 
acts  of  apparent  morality, — they  need  give  themselves 
little  concern  about  any  spiritual  change.  Augustine 
was  wont  to  say,  that  the  very  virtues  of  such  mean 
were  only  ^'  splendid  sins ;"  and  our  Lord  sanctions 
the  same  sentiment,  when,  referring  to  the  alms^  and 
prayer^  and  fastings  which  were  done  from  an  impure 
and  unhallowed  motive,  he  declares,  that,  howevef 
applauded  by  men,  they  were  utterly  unacceptable  to 
€k)d.  Nay,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  every  man's 
conscience  will  decide  in  the  same  way :  it  estimates 
the  morality  of  an  action  by  the  motive  from  which  it 
springs*  Suppose  you  see  an  individual  relieving  the 
wants  of  a  poor  brother — ^you  immediately  approve  of 
an  act  by  which  the  sufferer  s  wants  are  relieved ;  but 
suppose  you  could  look  in  on  that  man  s  heart,  and 
found  no  love  there,  and  no  touch  of  human  sympa- 
thy^—but,  in  its  stead,  a  lust  of  praise,  or  a  desire  of 
vain-glorious  applause — I  ask,  whether,  on  the  instant, 
the  vitious  motive  would  not,  even  in  yotur  estimation, 
demoralize  and  desecrate  the  whole  character  of  his 
conduct  ?  And  so  is  it  with  ourselves  in  our  relation 
to  God.  He  looks  in  upon  the  heart ;  and  the  heart 
must  be  renewed  before  the  life  can  be  reformed  ac- 
cording to  his  will.  If  it  be  true  that  "  without  hdi- 
ness  no  man  caa  see  \Jcl<&  liSstA."  it.  is  equally  true  that 
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we  can  onlj  become  holy  by  being  "  renewed  in  the 
spirit  of  our  minds.** 

IL  It  is  farther  implied,  in  the  apostle's  words,  that, 
not  only  the  commencement,  but  the  continuance  also 
cf  spiritual  life  in  the  soul,  depends  on  the  gracious 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  As  the  great  initial 
change,  by  which  we  pass  from  death  unto  life,  is 
wrought  by  him,  so  is  the  succeeding  course  of  our 
pn^ressiye  sanctification ;  and  as  he  brings  us  into 
the  way,  he  must  conduct  us,  from  first  to  last,  by  the 
constant  communication  of  his  wisdom  to  direct,  of 
his  grace  to  animate,  and  of  his  strength  to  sustain  us. 
We  are  made  aUye  by  the  Spirit ;  and  we  are  enabled 
to  walk  by  the  same  Spirit.  At  the  time  of  conver- 
sion, he  may  implant  a  gracious  principle  in  the  heart; 
but  that  principle  is  not  self-sustained,  nor  does  it 
derive  its  nourishment  from  the  soil  in  which  it  is 
planted,  but  is  fed  from  his  secret  springs.  The  live- 
liest Christian  would  soon  decay,  were  the  Spirit's 
grace  withdrawn :  he  has  no  stability  and  no  strength 
of  his  own ;  and  there  would  be  neither  growth  nor 
firoitfulness,  but  for  those  constant  supplies  which  he 
receives  of  all  needful  grace  from  the  fulness  that  is 
in  Christ 

Accordingly,  various  expressions  are  used  in  Scrip* 
ture  to  intimate  the  constant  operation,  and  the  abid- 
ing presence,  and  the  intimate  fellowship  of  the  Spirit 
with  his  people.  Sometimes  they  are  represented  as 
being  in  him — "  If  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let  us  also 
v?alk  m  the  Spirit," — an  expression  which,  whatever 
else  may  be  implied  in  it,  plainly  intimates  a  constant 
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dependence  on  their  part,  and  a  continued  care  on  his ; 
and,  at  other  times,  he  is  represented  as  being  in  them 
— as  when  our  Lord  said,  "  I  will  pray  the  Father, 
and  he  shall  give  you 'another  Comforter,  that  he  may 
ahide  with  you  for  ever ;  even  the  Spirit  of  truth ; 
whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  because  it  seeth  him 
not,  neither  knoweth  him :  but  ye  know  him ;  for  he 
dwelleih  with  you^  and  shall  be  in  you:"  and  the 
apostle, — "  What,  know  ye  not  that  your  body  is  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  in  you,  which  ye 
have  of  God/*  And  both  expressions  occur  in  the  same 
verse  (Rom.  viii.  9), — "  Ye  are  not  in  the  flesh,  but 
in  the  Spirit^  if  so  be  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell 
in  your 

The  consideration  of  the  continued  presence,  and 
constant  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  soul  of 
every  true  believer,  is  fitted  at  once  to  encourage  and 
animate  him  in  the  path  of  holy  obedience,  and  to 
impress  him  with  an  awful  sense  of  reverence  and 
godly  fear.  It  is  a  strong  consolation,  and  a  cheering 
ground  of  confidence  and  hope,  that  amidst  all  the 
corruptions  with  which  he  is  called  to  contend,  and 
the  innumerable  temptations  by  which  he  is  assailed, 
he  is  not  left  to  depend  on  his  own  wisdom  and 
strength,  but  may  ask,  in  believing  prayer,  the  sup- 
plies of  the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  and  rest  on  the  promise, 
"  My  grace  is  sufl&cient  for  thee ;  I  will  perfect  my 
strength  in  weakness."  And  when  the  believer  is  most 
sensible  of  his  infirmity  and  corruptions,  he  is  only  the 
better  able  to  appreciate  the  value  of  this  promise, 
and  to  say  witla.  t^e  «^o^\\fc^ "  When  I  am  weak,  then 
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am  I  strong."  Bat,  if  it  be  fitted  to  cheer  and  ani- 
mate the  believer  in  bis  warfare,  bj  giving  bim  tbe 
hope  of  final  victory,  it  is  also  unspeakably  solemn  : 
it  may  well  fill  him  with  holy  awe,  to  think  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  at  all  times  present  with  his  soul — 
watching  over  its  progress  or  declension — its  growth 
or  decay ;  that,  by  cherishing  unholy  thoughts  or  de- 
sires, he  may  "  grieve  the  Spirit,"  and  even  provoke 
him,  for  a  time,  to  withdraw ;  and,  when  he  reads  the 
solemn  appeal,  "  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temples 
of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  : 
if  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God 
destroy,"  —  how  forcibly  should  he  feel  the  motive 
which  is  urged  in  the  apostle's  exhortation,  "  "Work 
out  your  own  salvation  vfithfear  and  trembling  ;  for 
U  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  to  will  and  to  do  of 
his  good  pleasure." 

III.  "When  the  apostle  says, "  If  we  live  in  the  Spirit, 
let  us  also  walk  in  the  Spirit," — his  words,  while 
they  contain  a  doctrinal  truth,  prescribe  also  a  prac- 
iicfd  duty ;  and  that  duty  is  inculcated  by  a  mo- 
tive, derived  from  the  consideration  of  our  having 
been  quickened  into  life  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  is 
as  if  he  had  said, — If  we  have  been  bom  again,  let 
the  new  birth  be  followed  by  a  new  life ;  let  our  walk 
correspond  with  our  past  experience,  and  our  present 
profession.  There  is  much  even  in  this  general  view 
of  the  apostle's  meaning,  that  may  well  humble  us  in 
the  very  dust  for  our  past  negligence,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  incite  us  to  greater  diligence  in  future ;  for  every 
one  who  professes  to  be  a  Christian  must  be  consvdfit^^ 
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as  one  who  has  been  ^  foom  again,"  and  in  i/vhom 
the  ^  Spirit  of  Crod  dwells ;"  and  if  this  he  implied  in 
our  profession,  oh  !  how  deeply  should  we  be  affected 
bj  the  thoi]^t  of  our  many  miscarriages,  our  frequent 
declensions  and  decays,  and  the  strength  of  our  re- 
maining corruptions;  and  how  ardently  should  we 
desire  that,  in  time  to  come,  we  may  walk  more  worthy 
of  the  Tocation  wherewith  we  have  been  called,  and 
become  altogether  such  as  Gt)d's  Spirit  would  haye  us 
to  be! 

But  more  particularly — this  walking  in  the  Spirit 
consists  in  the  halntual  exercise  of  faith  in  Christ— 
that  fsiith  by  which  we  are  united  to  him,  so  as  to 
receive  out  of  his  fulness  even  grace  for  grace.  Christ 
is  made  of  Grod  unto  us  sanctification,  as  well  as  re- 
demption ;  and  it  is  by  faith  in  him  that  our  sanctifi- 
cation  is  advanced ;  for,  says  the  apostle,  ''  I  am  cni- 
dfied  with  Christ ;  nevertheless  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but 
Christ  Uveth  in  me ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in 
the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  feith  of  the  Son  of  Grod,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me."  And  this  corres- 
ponds with  His  own  language  to  the  disciples, ''  Abide 
in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
branches :  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit :  for  without,  or  out  of 
me  ye  can  do  nothing.  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me, 
he  is  cast  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered ;  and  men 
gather  them,  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  are 
burned.*'  Now,  ^^  we  «\sv<i'ft\tt.CjVsLrist "  when  "  his  word 
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abideth  in  us."    It  is  by  faith  that  we  are  first  united  to 
.  Christ,  and  it  is  by  the  continued  exercise  of  the  same 
&ith  that  our  union  with  him  is  maintained,  and  that 
we  derive  from  him — as  a  branch  draws  sap  from  the 
vine — ^the  nourishment  which  makes  us  fruitful.    It 
was  ^'  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  "  that  was  the  means 
of  our  conversion,  and  it  is  the  same  truth  that  is  the 
instrument  of  our  prc^ressive  sanctification ;  for  Christ's 
|»rajer  for  his  disciples,  even  when  he  spoke  of  the 
promise  of  the  Spirit,  was,  "  Sanctify  them  through 
thy  truth ;  thy  word  is  truth."    And  the  truth  here 
spoken  of  is  not  solely,  nor  even  chiefly,  the  truth  con- 
ieUned  in  the  law — although  that  is  useful,  as  afford- 
ing a  perfect  rule,  and  authoritative  directory  for 
the  conduct  of  life, — ^but  it  is  especially  the  truth 
contained  in  the  Gospel;  for  that  affords  the  most 
constraining  motives  to  a  life  of  new  obedience ;  and 
what  '^  the  law  cannot  do,  seeing  that  it  is  weak 
through  the  flesh,"  the  Gospel  can  accomplish,  because 
it  is,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  an  effectual  means  of 
sanctification.      We  are  not  only  justified,  we  are 
sanctified  also  by  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus ;  and  they 
who  are  jealous  of  the  doctrine  of  free  grace,  because 
of  its  supposed  tendency  to  relax  the  obligations  of 
holiness,  betray  a  lamentable  ignorance  at  once  of  the 
scheme  of  revealed  truth,  and  the  actual  experience 
of  all  believers.     Man's  method  of  sanctification  is  by 
the  law — God's  method  of  sanctification  is  by  the 
Gospel ;  the  former  is  by  works — ^the  latter  is  by  feith 
—•unto  works. 

The  walking  in  the  Spirit,  which  is  here  enjoined^ 
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consists  farther,  in  maintaining  a  constant  conflict 
with  indwelling  siny  and  seeking  to  crucify  the  flesh, 
with  its  corruptions  and  lusts.  I  need  not  saj — for 
your  own  experience  must  convince  you — that  rege- 
neration does  not  destroy  sin  in  the  soul :  it  dethrones 
sin;  it  hreaks  its  power;  hut  it  does  not  extirpate 
or  expel  it  from  the  heart :  it  is  still  there — ^not  as  a 
tyrant — ^but  as  a  traitor,  eyer  ready  to  deceive  and 
seduce, — and  then  most  likely  to  succeed  when  we 
are  least  sensihle  of  its  presence,  and  least  watchfiil 
against  its  wiles.  Even  in  the  bosom  of  the  child  of 
God,  there  is  many  a  "  root  of  hittemess,"  which, 
springing  up,  may  trouble  and  defile  him, — there  is  a 
"  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  him," — there  is  a  "  law 
in  his  members  warring  against  the  law  of  his  mind, 
and  bringing  him  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin  and 
of  death/'  The  whole  course  of  his  sanctification  is  a 
ceaseless  warfare,  which  will  never  terminate  imtil  the 
body  is  dissolved  in  death.  Now,  the  steady  main- 
tenance of  this  arduous  and  protracted  conflict,  b  in- 
cluded in  "  his  walking  in  the  Spirit,"  and  can  only 
be  successful  in  this  way ;  for,  says  the  apostle,  "  Walk 
in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  shall  not  fulfil  the  lust  of  the 
flesh.  For  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and 
the  Spirit  against  the  flesh :  and  these  are  contrary  the 
one  to  the  other :  so  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that 
ye  would.  But  if  ye  be  led  by  the  Spirit,  ye  are  not 
under  the  law."  By  the  Jlesh  in  this  context,  we  are 
to  understand  all  our  sinful  propensities  and  passions, 
whether  such  as  belong  properly  to  the  body,  or  such 
as  have  their  seaX  m  \.\i^  ^qmI  ;  for^  in  enumerating 


AS  THE  8PIBIT  OF  HOLINESS.  449 

the  works  of  the  flesh,  he  mentions  ''  adultery,  forni- 
cation, nncleanness,  lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft, 
hatred,  yariance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions, 
heresies,  envjrings,  murders,  drunkenness,  revellings, 
and  such  like ;"  and,  in  reference  to  these,  he  says, 
"  They  that  are  Christ's  have  crucified  the  flesh  with 
the  affections  and  lusts."  The  use  of  the  word  fleshy 
however,  seems  to  intimate,  that  our  evil  passions  de- 
rive much  of  their  virulence  and  strength  from  our 
connection  with  these  "  vile  bodies,"  whose  appetites 
we  are  so  prone  to  indulge,  and  for  whose  comfort  we 
are  so  anxious  to  provide  ;  and  if  so,  we  may  do  well 
to  rememher  the  example  of  the  apostle,  who  said, ''  I 
keep  under  my  hody,  and  bring  it  into  subjection,  lest 
having  preached  the  Gospel  to  others,  I  should  my- 
self be  a  castaway."  And  the  use,  again,  of  such  terms 
as  "  mortify  and  crucify  the  flesh,"  implies  that  we 
are  called  to  a  very  painful  task,  and  to  the  exercise 
of  much  self-denial ;  but  this  is  involved  in  our  pro- 
fession, and  inseparable  from  it, — for,  said  the  Lord 
himself,  "  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me." 

Again,  this  walking  in  the  Spirit  consists  in  maintain- 
ing a  aptrt^waZ/rameo/miwrf, — by  having  our  thoughts 
much  engaged  with  spiritual  truth,  and  our  affections 
set  on  spiritual  objects, — and  all  ourfaculties  employed 
in  spiritual  services.  That  this  spiritual  frame  of 
mind  is  included  in  the  duty,  appears  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  apostle  in  another  place, — "  For  they  that 
are  after  the  flesh  do  mind  the  things  of  the  flesh ; 
but  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  the  things  of  ths 
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Spirit.  For  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death ;  but  to 
be  spirituallj  minded  is  life  and' peace."  To  walk  in 
the  Spirit,  clearly  implies  that  we  shonld  be  spiri- 
tually minded  ;  *  and  this  gracious  habit  mainly  con- 
sists in  our  thoughts  being  much  occupied  with  dirine 
truth,  and  our  affections  and  desires  being  set,  not  on 
the  things  which  are  seen  and  temporal,  but  on  those 
things  which  are  unseen  and  eternal.  The  real  state 
of  our  hearts  may  be  determined  by  the  preyailing 
bent  of  our  thoughts,  affections  and  desires ;  for  if  these 
be  mainly  occupied  with  the  world,  and  naturally  and 
instinctively  point  to  some  earthly  good,  then  we  have 
reason  to  fear  that  we  are  still  walking  after  the  flesh, 
and  not  after  the  Spirit ;  but  if  they  are  chiefly  set 
on  things  spiritual  and  divine  —  if  not  only  in  the 
hour  of  prayer,  but  at  other  times,  they  recur  to  God, 
and  Christ,  and  heaven,  and  dwell  on  these  subjects 
with '  complacency  and  satisfaction,  or  at  least  with 
earnestness, — then  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  we 
may  be  of  the  number  of  those  who  have  been  quick- 
ened into  spiritual  life, — of  which  the  first  and  surest 
symptom  is,  the  appetite  and  desire  for  spiritual 
noiirishment  and  food.  And  he  who  is  thus  spiritually 
minded  is  said  to  "  walk  in  the  Spirit,"  not  only  be- 
cause it  is  the  Spirit  which  quickened  him  at  the 
first,  but  also  because  it  is  the  Spirit  which  continues 
to  sustain  his  spiritual  life, — keeping  alive  his  appe- 
tite for  spiritual  food, — directing  his  thoughts  to  spi- 
ritual things, — and  exciting  his  affections  for  spiritual 
objects.    This  He  does  by  means  of  the  truth  ;  and 

"^  See  Ovieu  on.  %^\x\\.\)a\.  Misadedneis. 
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hence  the  same  truth  which  is  declared  to  be  the  germ 
of  the  new  birth — ^b j  which  we  are  "  bom  again,  not 
of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  even  by  the 
Word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever," — 
that  same  truth  is  also  the  aliment  by  which  the  Spirit 
nourishes  his  people ;  for,  ''  as  new  bom  babes,  they 
desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,  that  they  may 
grow  thereby."  And  so  the  same  Word  which  cleanses 
the  sinner  at  first — ^for  we  read  of  "  the  washing  of 
water  by  the  Word  " — is  also  the  means  of  his  grow- 
ing sanctification  and  fruitfulness  ;  for  ^'  now  ye  are 
clean  through  the  word  which  I  have  spoken  unto 
you." 

Walking  in  the  Spirit  consists  farther,  in  our 
habitually  seeking  to  cultivate  and  exercise  all  the 
graces  of  the  Christian  life — ^by  bringing  forth  abun- 
dantly the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness.  These 
are  expressly  said  to  be,  in  every  believer,  "  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit ;"  for,  says  the  apostle,  "  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness, 
goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance;"  and  again, 
"  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodness,  and  righ- 
teousness and  truth." 

Without  attempting  to  illustrate  each  of  those  ele- 
ments of  the  Christian  character,  I  may  observe  in 
general,  that  when  combined,  as  they  always  are, 
although  in  different  degrees  and  proportions,  in  the 
experience  of  believers,  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  the 
first  lineaments  of  that  divine  image  which  was  lost  at 
the  fall,  and  which  it  is  the  great  design  of  the  Spirit 
to  restore,  while  they  are  at  the  same  time  a  source  of 
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the  purest  and  most  permanent  happiness :  love  to 
Crod  as  our  Father,  to  Christ  as  our  hest  henefactor, 
and  to  his  people  as  hrethren :  joy  and  peace,  spring- 
ing from  the  Gospel — the  joy  which  the  world  can 
neither  give  nor  take  away — the  very  peace  of  GKxl 
which  passeth  all  understanding  :  long-suffering  and 
gentleness,  springing  from  that  love  which  '^  beareth  all 
things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth 
all  things :"  goodness,  which  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity, 
but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth  :  faith,  which  believes  God, 
and  trusts  in  his  faithful  promise:  and  meekness, 
which  is  not  easily  provoked  :  and  temperance,  which 
restrains  indulgence  within  the  limits  of  duty  ; — these 
are  the  elements  of  the  Christian  character ;  and  they 
are  as  conducive  to  our  true  happiness,  as  they  are 
opposed  to  our  natiiral  dispositions. 

But  especially,  let  us  realize  the  thought,  that  these 
graces  are,  one  and  all,  the  fruits  ofihs  SpiHt — ^they 
are  not  the  spontaneous  products  of  our  corrupted 
nature,  nor  even  the  forced  nurslings  of  our  own  cul- 
ture and  industry — they  are  "  the  beauties  of  holiness," 
with  which  the  Spirit  of  God  adorns  "  the  new  crea- 
ture," and  by  which  he  prepares  him  for  the  society 
and  services  of  heaven.  If,  then,  we  feel  ourselves 
deficient  in  any  one  or  more  of  these  graces,  we  should 
not  depend  on  our  own  strength  ;  but,  while  we  are 
diligent  in  the  use  of  every  appointed  means,  we  should 
pray  for  the  Spirit. 

It  is  a  very  serious  truth,  that  each  of  us  must  be 
walking  eitber  after  the  flesh  or  after  the  Spirit;  and 
that  according  as  we  i^\]ii€»v]L<&  t\i<&  one  course  or  the  other, 
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we  are  proceeding,  with  the  swiftness  of  time  itself,  to- 
wards heaven  or  hell.  Our  personal  interest  in  all 
the  privileges  and  promises  of  the  Gospel  depends  on 
our  choice  hetwixt  these  two  ;  for,  speaking  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  Gospel,  the  apostle  describes 
them  in  these  words — "  There  is  now  no  condemna- 
tion to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus ;  who  walk  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit ;"  for  "  as  many 
as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  are  the  sons 
of  God,** — but  he  adds,  "  If  any  man  have  not  the 
Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his."  "  So  then  they 
that  are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God."  "If  ye  live 
after  the  flesh,  ye  shall  die."  The  apostle  urges  this 
solemn  truth  even  on  the  attention  of  those  to  whom 
he  wrote,  although  they  were  professing  Christians  ; 
partly  because  there  are,  in  every  visible  church,  some 
mere  nominal  professors,  who  need  to  be  awakened  to 
a  sense  of  their  real  condition ;  and  partly  also,  be- 
cause it  is  salutary  for  believers  themselves  to  be  re- 
minded of  the  wide  difference  which  subsists  betwixt 
the  Church  and  the  world,  and  of  the  holy  jealousy 
with  which  they  should  watch  over  their  own  souls. 
"  Wherefore  work  out  your  own  salvation  with  fear 
and  trembling ;  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  both 
to  ynll  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure." 
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CHAPTER  11. 


THE  WORK  OP  THE  SPIRIT  AS  THE  SPIRIT  OP 

ADOPTION. 

The  Spirit  of  CUxl  not  only  sanctifies  his  people, 
but  he  imparts  a  new  charctcter  to  their  obedience* 
Thej  ^^  run  in  the  way  of  his  commandments,  when 
he  has  enlarged  their  hearts," — and  this  he  does  as 
the  Spirit  of  adoption.  "  For  ye  ^  have  not  received 
the  spirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear ;  but  ye  have  re- 
ceived the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba, 
Father.  The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our 
spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God :  and  if  chil- 
dren, then  heirs ;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
Christ."  (Rom.  viii.  15-17.)  When  the  apostle 
says,  "  Ye  have  not  received  the  spirit  of  bondage 
again  to  fear,"  the  word  ^^  again"  implies,  that  at 
some  former  period  there  did  exist,  amongst  Gods 
people,  that  spirit  of  bondage  imto  fear  which  is  here 
contrasted  with  the  spirit  of  adoption,  and  that  they 
had  even  received  it  from  God  himself.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  apostle  refers,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  diSeieii<ce  betvreen  the  two  great  dis- 
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pensations  of  diyine  truth,  or  to  the  contrast  which  is 
elsewhere  so  strikingly  marked  hetwixt  the  law  and 
the  Gospel.  The  widely  different  characters  of  these 
dispensations  are  described,  when,  in  one  place  it  is 
said,  ''  The  law  was  given  by  Moses ;  but  grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ ;"  and  in  another,  where 
we  read  of  "  the  two  covenants,  the  one  from  Mount 
Sinai,  which  gendereth  to  bondage  ;  the  other  from 
Jerusalem,  which  is  above,  and  is  free  ;** — the  law 
being  alike  fitted  in  its  own  nature,  and  designed  in 
the  purpose  of  God,  to  generate  a  spirit  of  hondage, 
to  shut  men  up  to  the  faith  that  was  still  to  be  re- 
vealed, and  to  place  them,  as  it  were,  under  tutors 
and  governors,  until  the  time  appointed  of  the  Father. 
"  Even  so  we,"  adds  the  apostle,  "  when  we  were 
children,  were  in  bondage  unto  the  elements  or  rudi- 
ments of  the  world.  But  when  the  fulness  of  the 
time  was  come,  God  sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a 
woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that 
were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption 
of  sons."  In  so  far  as  the  law  given  by  Moses  was  a 
republication  of  the  covenant  of  works,  it  had  no 
power  to  give  peace  to  the  sinner  s  conscience,  and  no 
tendency  to  hberate  him  from  the  bondage  of  his  fears. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  fitted  and  designed  to  con- 
vince him  of  his  guilt  and  danger, — to  impress  him 
with  an  awfrd  sense  of  God's  unchangeable  rectitude 
and  justice,  and  to  teach  him,  that  "  by  the  works  of 
the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified."  It  was,  in  fiict,  a 
ministration  of  deaths  a  ministration  of  condemnation; 
and  the  bondage  of  the  law  preceded,  and  tended  to 
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prepare  the  way  for  the  glorioiis  liherty  where^inth 
Christ  maketh  his  people  free. 

But  while  the  apostle's  words  may  he  understood  as 
referring,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  difference  he- 
twixt  the  two  great  dispensations  of  the  law  and  the 
Gospel, — they  may  he  considered  also  as  descriptive 
of  two  corresponding  stages  in  the  experience  of 
every  believer.  There  is  a  remarkahle  resemhlance 
in  this  respect  betwixt  the  course  of  God  s  dispensa- 
tions to  the  Church  at  large,  and  the  methods  of  his 
dealing  with  each  individual  in  particular ;  for  just  as, 
in  the  history  of  the  Church,  the  first  covenant,  which 
gendered  unto  bondage,  preceded  the  fulness  of  Gos- 
pel liberty  in  Christ, — so  in  the  experience  of  private 
Christians  there  is  often,  in  the  first  instance,  a  spirit 
of  bondage  unto  fear,  before  they  receive  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  whereby  they  cry,  Abba,  Father.  Many  a 
soul  is  kept  in  bondage  for  a  time,  before  it  is  brought 
into  the  liberty  of  a  child  of  God.  I  refer  not  to  the 
bondage  of  ain^  of  which  the  apostle  speaks,  when  he 
says  of  the  ungodly,  "  While  they  promise  them  liberty, 
they  themselves  are  the  servants  of  corruption ;  for  of 
whom  a  man  is  overcome,  of  the  same  is  he  brought 
in  bondage ;"  and  again,  "  that  they  may  recover 
themselves  out  of  the  snare  of  the  devil,  who  are  taken 
captive  by  him  at  his  will," — this  is  indeed  the  natural 
condition  of  all  men,  and  there  is  no  tyranny  more 
absolute,  and  no  bondage  more  severe ;  but  it  is  a 
servitude  whicl^  lamentable  experience  declares  to  be 
perfectly  compatible  with  the  utmost  carelessness;  and 
iU  unhappy  YicUms^  ^o  fax  from  suffering  under  the 
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spirit  of  bondage  unto  fear^  hare  often  no  apprehen- 
sion of  their  danger,  and  no  desire  to  escape  from  their 
misery,  but  cling  to  the  chains  by  which  they  are 
bound.  They  are  slaves,  but  they  know  it  not, — 
slayes  to  their  sin,  and  in  bondage  to  their  lusts ;  but, 
following  "  the  sight  of  their  own  eyes,  and  the  de- 
sire of  their  own  hearts,"  they  lore  their  bondage,  and 
even  glory  in  their  shame.  But  I  speak  not  of  the 
bondage  of  sin^  but  of  the  bondage  of  the  law^ — ^not 
of  the  yoke  of  natural  corruption,  but  of  the  galling 
yoke  of  convictions,  produced  in  the  conscience  by  the 
"Word  and  Spirit  of  God :  such  convictions  as  were 
felt  by  the  Philippian  gaoler,  when,  from  being  a  care- 
less sinner,  he  became  a  convinced  and  anxious  in- 
quirer, and  called  for  a  light,  and  sprang  in  and  came 
trembling,  and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas,  and 
said,  "  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved?  *' — and  by  the 
dpng  thief  on  the  cross,  when,  imder  strong  impres- 
sions of  God*s  justice,  he  said  to  his  fellow- sufferer, 
"  Dost  thou  not  fear'  God,  seeing  thou  art  in  the  same 
condemnation ;  and  we  indeed  justly,  for  we  receive 
the  due  reward  of  our  deeds ;" — and  by  the  three  thou- 
sand on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  who,  when  they  heard 
Peter  s  sermon,  "  were  pricked  in  their  heart,  and 
said  unto  Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  apostles.  Men  and 
brethren,  what  shall  we  do  ?  '*  When  the  law  of  God 
is  applied  to  the  sinner's  conscience, — when  he  is 
enabled  to  understand  its  spirituality  and  extent,  as 
reaching  even  to  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart ; 
when  he  is  impressed  with  a  sense  of  his  own  sinful- 
ness in  particular,  its  aggravated  guilt,  and  its  awful 
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demerit, — and,  when  applying  to  himself  €U>d's  threat- 
enings,  he  is  made  to  feel  as  if  God  were  saying  to 
him,  '^  Thou  art  the  man,"  then  he  will  learn  from  his 
own  experience  what  is  meant  hy  ^'  the  spirit  of  bon- 
dage unto  fear ;"  and  the  sadden  change  which  is  thus 
wrought  in  all  his  views  and  feelings,  will  enable  him 
to  understand  what  the  apostle  felt,  when  he  said, 
''  I  was  aliye  without  the  law  once ;  hut  when  the 
commandment  came,  sin  reyiyed,  and  I  died."  The 
right  apprehension  of  God's  law,  and  the  serious 
application  of  it  to  a  man's  conscience,  cannot  &il 
to  awaken  convictions  of  guilt,  and  these  again  are 
always  accompanied  with  fear  and  terror, — ^for  ^'  the 
law  worketh  wrath ;"  and  its  fearM  curse  will  be  felt 
either  as  a  heavy  burden  oppressing  the  conscience, 
or  as  a  grieyous  bondage  from  which  no  human 
power  can  effect  his  deliverance.  This  has  been  the 
bitter  experience  of  many  an  anxious  inquirer  at  the 
conmiencement  of  his  course :  he  has  been  so  deeply 
convinced  of  sin,  and  so  much  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  divine  vnrath,  that  he  can  have  no  difficulty  in 
understanding  what  is  meant  by  the  spirit  of  bondage, 
God  has  been  a  terror  to  him^ — so  that,  like  Job, 
he  was  ready  to  say,  "  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty 
are  within  me,  the  poison  whereof  drinketh  up  my 
spirit, — ^the  terrors  of  God  do  set  themselves  in  array 
against  me;**  or  like  !pavid,  "I  remembered  Grod 
and  was  troubled  :  I  complained,  and  my  spirit 
was  overwhelmed."  And  the  prospects  of  his  soul, 
and  especially  the  thought  of  death,  and  judgment, 
and  eternity,  haye  laeen  xms^kably  dreadful, — ^inso- 
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much,  that  ^  through  fear  of  death  he  was  subject  to 
bondage." 

This  spirit  of  bondage  unto  fear  is  the  effect  of  the 
law,  and  the  utmost  that  the  mere  law  can  accom- 
plish :  it  '^gendereth  unto  bondage," — ^it  awakens  fear, 
and  may  occasion  deep  distress ;  but  it  has  no  capa- 
city or  fitness  for  pacifying  the  conscience,  or  insuring 
Ihe  salyation  of  a  sinner.  God  is  pleased  to  use  the 
law  as  an  instrument  of  conviction^ — turning  up,  as 
with  a  ploughshare,  the  fallow  ground  of  nature,  and 
Ihereby  preparing  it  for  the  reception  of  the  good  seed ; 
and  this  preparatory  work  is  of  great  practical  use,  and 
indeed  of  absolute  and  indispensable  necessity,  in  order 
t©  saying  conversion.  When  the  apostle  says,  there- 
fore, "  Ye  hare  not  received  the  spirit  of  bondage 
again  to  fear,"  his  words  are  to  be  imderstood  as  inti- 
mating, not  that  sinners  are  now  exempt  from  this 
preparatory  discipline,  or  that  it  is  no  longer  used 
under  the  Gospel,  but  that  another  and  better  spirit 
is  the  proper  fruit  of  the  new  dispensation  under 
which  we  have  been  placed,  and  ought  to  be  found 
in  the  heart  of  every  believer.  I  refer  to  "  the  spirit 
of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba,  Father." 

II.  The  spirit  of  bondage  imto  fear,  which  is  pro- 
duced by  the  law  applied  to  the  conscience,  can  only  be 
exchanged  for  "  the  spirit  of  adoption,"  by  our  believ- 
ing the  Gospel.  When  the  sinner,  awakened  out  of 
the  lethargy  of  nature,  and  convinced  in  his  conscience, 
or  pricked  in  his  heart,  begins  to  inquire,  "  What 
must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  he  is  in  a  hopeful  state  of 
preparation  for  receiving  the  Gospel ;  and  if,  under  the 
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teaching  of  the  Spirit,  he  is  enabled  to  understand  the 
message  of  peace  which  Grod  has  sent  from  the  upper 
sanctuaiy ; — ^if  he  is  taught  to  apprehend  the  nature 
of  the  scheme  of  grace, — the  design  and  object  of  the 
Saviour's  work,  the  yalue  and  the  efficacy  of  his  death, 
as  an  atonement  for  sin, — the  all-sufficiency  of  Christ 
as  one  who  is  able  to  save  unto  the  very  uttermost 
—and  the  riches  and  freeness  of  his  grace,  as  it  is 
expressed  and  declared  in  the  free  and  uniyersal  calls 
and  invitations  of  the  Gospel ; — and  if,  especially,  he 
be  enabled  to  apply  the  truth  to  his  own  case,  so  as  to 
feel  that  the  Gx)spel,  which  is  glad  tidings  to  all,  is  a 
Crospel  to  him,  and  that  Jesus,  who  is  the  Christ  of 
God,  is  a  Christ  to  his  own  soul ; — ^then,  on  the  in- 
stant when  he  understands  and  belieyes  the  Gospel 
message,  and  appropriates  it  to  himself,  may  the  spirit 
of  bondage  be  displaced  by  the  spirit  of  adoption  in 
his  heart,  and  he  may  enter  at  once  on  the  glorious 
liberty  wherewith  Christ  maketh  his  people  free. 
For  it  is  simply  by  faith — simply  by  believing  what 
God  speaks  to  him  in  the  Word,  that  the  convinced 
sinner  becomes  a  converted  man  ;  and  there  is  enough 
in  Christ's  Gt)spel  to  produce  and  sustain  a  spirit  of 
adoption  in  his  heart,  even  were  he  the  very  chief  of 
sinners.  The  reason  why  we  remain  so  long  under 
the  bondage  of  legal  fears,  is,  not  that  the  Gospel  is 
inadequate  to  remove  them,  or  insufficient  to  produce 
a  spirit  of  adoption  ;  but  because  there  is  either  some 
defect  or  error  in  our  apprehension  of  the  truth,  or 
some  lurking  spirit  of  unbelief  concerning  it,  or  some 
remaining  unwiWiiigaftsa  lo  close  with  it.     If  we  would 


AS  THE  SPIRIT  OP  ADOPTION.  461 

only  believe,  we  should  see  the  salyation  of  God ; — 
if  the  most  disconsolate  sinner  would  only  look  out 
of  himself  to  Christ,  and  behold  him  as  the  Lamb  of 
Ood  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world ;  and,  open- 
ing his  mind  to  the  full  impression  of  the  truth,  would 
receive  it  as  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  accep- 
tation, that  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ners,— that  Christ  speaks  to  him  individually  in  the 
Crospel,  and  offers  him  a  free  salvation,  and  calls,  and 
invites,  and  beseeches,  and  commands  hiin  to  accept 
of  it, — that  he  who  died  on  the  cross  is  now  on  the 
throne,  a  Saviour  mighty  to  save ;  and  that  God  is 
revealed  no  longer  as  the  Lawgiver,  Judge,  and 
Avenger,  but  as  God  in  Christ  reconciling — "the 
Lord  God  merciful  and  gracious,  forgiving  iniquity, 
and  transgression,  and  sin," — oh !  then  might  the  most 
anxious  inquirer  that  ever  smarted  under  the  yoke  of 
bondage  pass  at  once  into  a  state  of  perfect  freedom, 
and  exchange  all  his  misgivings,  and  forebodings,  and 
fears,  for  peace  and  joy  in  believing  —  that  peace 
which  passeth  all  understanding,  and  that  joy  which 
is  imspeakable  and  full  of  glory. 

For  by  faith  in  the  Gospel  he  comes  at  once  into 
a  new  state  and  relation  to  God,  Formerly  he  was 
a  child  of  disobedience,  a  child  of  wrath  even  as  others, 
— ^now  he  is,  by  adoption,  a  son ;  and  if  a  son,  then 
an  heir,  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir  with  Christ. 
This  obange  in  his  relation  to  God  is  necessarily  an- 
tecedent to  the  vritness  of  the  Spuit  by  which  it  is 
declared  and  confirmed;  and  it  is  because  we  are  sons 
that  God  sends  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  qu£ 
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hearts,  crying,  '^  Abba,  Father."  And  this  filial  relation 
is  constituted  by  faith;  for  on  the  instant  that  a  sinner 
believes  the  Gospel,  he  is  adopted  into  God's  family, 
and  becomes  a  partaker  of  all  tiie  priyileges  of  h» 
diildren.  His  whole  relation  to  God  is  changed, — 
so  that  to  him  may  be  addressed  the  language  of  the 
apostle,  '^  Wherefore  thou  art  no  more  a  servant,  bat 
a  son ;  and  if  a  scm,  then  an  heir  of  God  tiirou^ 
Christ."  Adoption  is  a  most  precious  privil^e, — ^it 
brings  us  into  a  new  and  most  endearing  relation  to 
God, — ^it  makes  us  the  children  and  the  heirs  of  him 
who  graciously  condescends  to  call  himself  our  Falher 
in  heaven;  and,  as  it  is  bestowed  like  every  othor 
privilege  of  his  grace,  through  the  mediation  of  his 
own  Son,  it  confers  an  infallible  security  by  making  us 
"  joint  heirs  with  Christ," — heirs  not  in  our^own  right, 
but  in  the  right  of  him  who  is  God  s  only  begotten 
and  well  beloved  Son.  This  precious  privilege,  which 
brings  us  now  under  the  paternal  protection  of  Grod, 
and  gives  us  a  sure  interest  in  all  the  promises  of  the 
Gospel,  is  attained  simply  by  believing ;  for  there  is 
enough  in  the  message  of  the  Gospel  to  warrant  even 
tiie  very  chief  of  sinners  in  drawing  nigh  unto  God 
as  a  forgiving  Father ;  and  as  soon  as  that  message 
is  clearly  understood,  and  cordially  believed,  we  may 
enter  at  once  on  the  state  and  condition  of  children. 

But  this  change  in  his  relation  to  God  will  be  ac- 
companied with  a  corresponding  change  in  hip  views 
and  feelings  towards  him  ;  he  will  now  regard  him  as 
his  Father ; — his  state  being  changed,  his  spirit  will 
he  changed  also ;  acA^i^  ^\ik  \ift  conscious  of  a  new 
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frame  of  mind,  which  is  here  called  ^^  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  whereby  he  cries,  Abba,  Father."  This 
childlike  disposition  can  only  be  produced  by  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  receiyed  in  the  exercise  of  a  simple 
&ith,  and  appUed  with  power  by  the  Spirit  of  all 
grace;  and  the  spirit  of  adoption  springs  as  natu- 
rally from  the  Spirit* s  work  in  applying  the  Gospel^ 
as  the  spirit  of  bondage  from  the  Spirits  work  in 
applying  the  law*  It  belongs  to  the  office  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  unfold  to  the  believer  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ, — ^to  open  up  the  freeness  of  his  grace, 
and  the  Rilness  of  Gospel  privilege  which  belongs  to 
his  people ;  "  for,"  says  our  Lord,  "  he  shall  glorify 
me :  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shall  show  it 
unto  you;" — and  the  apostle,  "Eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him ;  but  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us 
by  his  Spirit."  "  Now  we  have  received,  not  the 
spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God, 
that  we  might  know  the  things  which  are  freely  given 
to  us  of  God."  ^ 

The  work  of  the  Spirit  in  applying  the  Gospel  for 
the  comfort  and  establishment  of  believers,  considered 
as  the  children  of  God,  consists  of  two  parts,  which, 
although  they  may  be  intimately  connected,  and 
mutually  related  vrith  each  other,  are  nevertheless 
capable  of  being  distinguished,  and  are  mentioned 
separately  by  the  apostle.  For  two  distinct  e^cts  of 
his  operation  are  referred  to,  when  we  read  in  the 
15th  verse  of  "  the  spirit  of  adoption^  whereby  we 
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cry,  Abba,  Father;"  and  in  the  16th,  of  the  witness 
of  the  Spirit^  whereby  he  assures  us  that  we  are  the 
children  of  God,  The  one  denotes  the  childlike  dis- 
position which  characterises  every  true  believer, — the 
other,  the  assurance  of  their  sonship,  which  is  a  higher 
attainment  than  the  former^  but  one  that  is  not  always 
enjoyed,  even  by  those  who  manifest  much  of  the 
spirit  of  filial  reverence,  submission,  and  love.  Some 
latent  feeling  of  hope,  some  secret  trust  and  confi- 
dence, is  indeed  necessarily  implied  in  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  by  which  the  believer  cries, "  Abba,  Father ;" 
and  he  may  really  be  drawing  near  to  God  with  the 
confidence  of  sonship,  while,  from  some  remaining 
darkness  or  defect  in  his  faith,  he  may  shrink  from 
using  the  strong  language  of  assurance,  and  dare  not 
say  in  so  many  words,  that  "  the  Spirit  beareth  wit- 
ness with  his  spirit  that  he  is  a  child  of  God."  But 
if  he  has  believed  the  Gospel  at  all, — if  he  has  been 
enabled  to  understand  the  Gospel  message,  and  to 
apply  it  to  his  own  soul,  he  must  have  experienced  a 
great  and  a  growing  change  in  all  his  views,  and  feel- 
ings, and  dispositions  towards  God, — ^he  must  have 
been  liberated  in  some  measure  from  the  spirit  of 
bondage,  and  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  adoption ;  and 
wherever  this  new  spirit  exists,  it  is  in  itself  a  proof  of 
sonship,  and  in  its  growing  strength,  and  habitual 
exercise,  it  may  lay  the  foundation  of  that  full  assur- 
ance of  hope  which  is  produced  in  the  mind  of  a  be- 
liever, when  "  the  Spirit  beareth  witness  with  his 
spirit  that  he  is  one  of  the  children  of  God." 
That  we  may  undeistaad  the  nature  of  this  child- 
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like  frame  of  mind,  and  the  new  character  which  it  im- 
parts to  the  believer  s  obedience, — it  may  be  observed, 
1.  That  the  spirit  of  adoption  implies  reverence 
and  godly  fear,  such  as  is  due  to  God's  infinite  and 
adorable  perfections,  but  excludes  that  slavish  dread 
and  terror  which  a  conviction  of  guilt  is  apt  to  in- 
spire. We  read  in  Scripture  of  two  kinds  of  fear  ; 
the  one  of  which  belongs  to  the  spirit  of  bondage,  the 
other  to  the  spirit  of  adoption.  .  They  are  usually  dis- 
tinguished, in  the  writings  of  divines,  by  the  name  of 
yUial  and  slavish  fear, — the  latter  being  the  fear  with 
which  a  slave  regards  his  taskmaster,  the  former  the 
fear  with  which  a  son  regards  his  father.  You  can 
have  no  difl&culty  in  distinguishing  betwixt  the  two, 
or  in  seeing,  that  while  the  one  is  excluded  by  faith 
in  the  Gospel,  the  other  may  be  only  deepened  and 
confirmed  by  it.  The  fear  which  springs  from  a  spirit 
of  bondage,  arises  from  the  terrible  apprehension  of 
God  as  an  avenger,  and  is  apt  to  exasperate  our 
natural  enmity,  to  widen  our  separation  from  God, 
and  to  excite  distrust,  dislike,  and  aversion ;  and  this 
unhappy  frame  of  mind  it  is  one  of  the  great  objects 
of  the  Gospel  to  change,  by  removing  the  ground  of 
our  apprehensions,  and  proclaiming  a  message  of  re- 
conciliation. But  even  where  the  Gospel  message 
has  been  so  clearly  imderstood,  and  so  sincerely  em- 
braced, that  it  has  destroyed  the  spirit  of  bondage, 
and  brought  the  soul  into  the  conscious  enjoyment  of 
that  liberty  which  belongs  to  the  children  of  God, — 
it  does  not  remove,  on  the  contrary  it  deepens,  that 
filial  fear,  which  it  becomes  us,  as  children,  to  cherish 
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towards  sucli  a  being  as  God  is,  even  wlien  lie  is 
regarded  as  our  Father  in  heaven, — a  fear  which  pro- 
perly consists  in  reyerence,  and  expresses  itself  in  the 
language  of  humble  adoration,  and  produces  a  cir- 
cumspect and  watchful  habit,  such  as  is  described 
when  the  apostle  says  to  belieyers  themselves,  ^^  Be 
not  high  minded,  but  fear  ** — "  work  out  your  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,"-— and  ^^pass  the 
time  of  your  sojourning  here  in  fear."  This  reverential 
fear  la  not  the  fruit  of  guilt  or  mere  conviction  of  con- 
science, nor  la  it  confined  to  the  bosoms  of  sinners, — it 
is  felt  and  cherished  by  the  angels  and  seraphim  of 
heaven,  when  they  veil  dieir  feet  and  their  faces  with 
their  wings,  and  cry  one  to  another,  "  Holy,  holy, 
holy,  Lord  God  of  hosts ;" — ^it  was  felt  by  all  the 
saints  of  old,  who  were  admitted  to  near  converse  with 
God,  or  who  witnessed  any  remarkable  manifestation 
of  his  divine  perfections, — as  Elijah,  when  he  covered 
his  face  with  his  mantle ;  and  Moses,  when  he  said,  ^^  I 
exceedingly  fear  and  quake ;"  and  the  beloved  disdple, 
when  he  ^'  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead."  It  is  indeed  an 
essential  and  permanent  part  of  true  religion,  both  on 
earth  and  in  heaven ;  for  it  will  never  cease  to  be  Ixue, 
that  '^  great  fear  is  due  unto  the  Lord  in  ihe  meet- 
ing of  his  saints,  and  that  he  is  to  be  had  in  reverence 
of  all  them  that  approach  him."  The  spirit  of  adop- 
tion, then,  although  it  delivers  us  from  the  spidt  of 
bondage,  and  the  slavish  dread  which  devils  feel,  of 
whom  it  is  said  that  "  they  believe  and  tremble,"  has 
no  tendency  to  cherish  an  undue  familiarity  with 
God,  or  to  relieve  o\x£  ixi\Tkd&  €cq\el  that  salutary  awe, 
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and  godly  fear,  which  is  the  very  begimuDg  of  wis- 
dom. On  the  contrajy,  the  same  Gospel  which  re- 
leases lis  from  the  yoke  of  slavish  terror,  by  revealing 
the  grace  and  mercy  of  God  to  sinners,  is  fitted  to 
deepen  even  our  deepest  thoughts  of  the  holiness  and 
justice,  the  truth  and  the  majesty  of  God, — ^insomuch, 
that  no  belierer  can  contemplate  the  cross  of  Christ 
without  feeling  a  solemn  sense  of  awe  on  his  spirit, 
and  entering  into  the  meaning  of  the  Psalmist's  words, 
"  There  is  forgiveness  with  God,  that  he  may  b^ 
feared," 

2.  The  spirit  of  adoption  implies  a  liyely  sense  of 
gratitude,  and  a  principle  of  supreme  lore  to  God, 
such  as  a  child  feels  towards  a  forgiying  and  affection- 
ate ^Either ;  and  excludes  that  sullen  discontent,  and 
that  resentful  opposition,  which  the  spirit  of  bondage 
is  apt  to  inspire.  Slavish  fear — a  fear  arising  merefly 
from  convictions  of  conscience  and  the  prospect  of 
judgment,  naturally  tends  to  increase  our  aversion 
to  God,  and  to  inflame  our  natural  enmity ;  and 
whether  it  evinces  itself  in  violent  opposition,  as  in 
the  case  of  Herod,  who  feared  John,  and  afterwards 
<»st  him  into  prison ;  or  in  dark  and  dreadful  despair, 
as  in  the  case  of  Judas,  when  imder  the  influence  <^ 
remorse  he  went  and  hanged  himself,  it  has  no  power 
to  attract  or  reconcile  the  sinner  to  his  Judge.  But 
^what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak 
through  the  flesh,  God  sending  his  own  Son  in  the 
likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  for  sin  condemned  sin  in 
the  flesh ;  that  the  righteousness  of  the  law  might  be 
fulflUed  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  fle&h^  Wt  ^t^ 
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the  Spirit."    The  Gospel,  as  a  message  of  love,  is 
fitted  to  inspire  the  sinner  with  gratitude ;  and  where- 
eyer  it  exists,  faith  worketh  by  lore — by  love  to  God 
for  the  benefits  which  he  has  conferred, — ^for  the  com- 
passion and  mercj  which  he  has  exercised, — and  for 
all  the  adorable  perfections  of  his  divine  nature,  which 
he  has  displayed  in  the  scheme  and  work  of  redemp- 
tion ;  and  this  love,  engendered  by  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation  through  Christ,  utterly  excludes  the  slavish 
anxieties  and  terrors  which  belong  to  the  spirit  of 
bondage ;  for,  says  the  apostle,  "  There  is  no  fear  in 
love ;  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear :  because  fear 
hath  torment.    He  that  feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in 
love."     But  "  we  love  him,  because  he  first  loved  us." 
Who  can  describe  the  feelings  of  a  convinced  sinner 
when  he  is  first  enabled  to  look  up  to  God  as  a  for- 
giving father,  and  to  hear,  as  it  were,  firom  his  own 
lips,  the  gracious  words,  "  Son !  be  of  good  cheer,  thy 
sins  are  forgiven  thee ! "  Just  such  as  were  the  feelings 
of  the  poor  prodigal,  when,  after  his  wayward  and 
weary  sojourn  in  a  strange  land,  where,  professing 
himself  to  be  free,  he  inwardly  felt  that  he  was  the 
slave  of  his  own  passions,  and  in  "  the  spirit  of  bond- 
age "  preferred,  even  when  he  was  in  want,  to  go  into 
a  field  and  fill  his  belly  with  the  husks  which  the 
swine  did  eat,  rather  than  return  to  his  father  s  house ; 
yet  remembering  his  father  s  love,  his  heart  relented, 
and  he  said,  "  I  will  go  to  my  father,"  but  still  in  the 
spirit  of  bondage  added,  "  Make  me  as  one  of  thy 
hired  servants ;" — ^he  came,  "  and  when  his  father  saw 
him  afar  off,  lie  laa,  ^svi  feU  w^on  his  neck,  and 
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kissed  bim,  and  said, — this  mj  son  which  was  dead  is 
alive  ag&in,  was  lost  and  is  found ;  bring  out  the  fairest 
robe  for  him,  and  kill  the  fatted  calf;" — oh !  just  such, 
if  we  can  conceive  them,  are  the  feelings  of  a  sinner, 
when  the  spirit  of  bondage  unto  fear  is  displaced  by  the 
spirit  of  adoption,  "  whereby  he  cries,  Abba,  Father," 
3.  The  spirit  of  adoption  implies  a  Tvarm  brotherly 
love  towards  all  who  are  members  of  God's  family, — a 
nqw  affection  corresponding  to  the  new  relation  into 
which  we  have  been  introduced,  and  bearing  some 
proportion  to  the  sacred  and  endearing  ties  by  which, 
as  Christians,  we  are  connected  with  each  other.  The 
spirit  of  adoption  points  directly  to  God,  and  consists 
in  supreme  love  to  him;  but  it  necessarily  implies 
also  love  to  the  brethren,  for,  says  the  apostle,  "  Every 
one  that  loveth  him  that  begat,  loveth  him  also  that 
is  begotten  of  him," — "  If  a  man  say,  I  love  God,  and 
hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar ;  for  he  that  loveth  not 
his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God 
whom  he  hath  not  seen;  and  this  commandment 
have  we  from  him,  that  he  who  loveth  God,  love  his 
brother  also."  The  intimate  connection  which  sub- 
sists betwixt  the  two — I  mean  betwixt  love  to  God 
as  our  Father,  and  to  each  other  as  brethren,  is  abun- 
dantly proved  by  the  experience  of  our  own  hearts,  as 
well  as  by  the  express  testimony  of  the  Word ;  for  if, 
on  the  one  hand,  we  experience  at  any  season  an 
unusual  enlargement  of  affection  towards  God ;  if  we 
taste  most  sweetly,  and  see  most  clearly,  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious,  and  have  much  liberty  and  comfort 
in  crpng  to  him,  "Abba,  Father;"  then  also  shall 
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we  feel  a  corresponding  lore  to  all  his  people,  a  dis- 
position to  forgive  as  we  hope  to  be  forgiven,  and  a 
desire  to  do  good  unto  all  men  as  we  have  opportn- 
nitj,  but  especiallj  unto  them  that  are  of  the  house- 
hold of  ^th.  And  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  allow 
our  spirits  at  any  time  to  he  ruffled  by  strife  and 
contention, — ^if,  in  the  heat  of  undue  excitement,  we 
begin  to  think  or  to  speak  harshly  of  one  another,  and 
allow  the  sun  to  go  down  upon  our  wrath,  we  shall 
feel  in  the  very  hour  of  prayer  how  fetal  this  unhal- 
lowed spirit  is  to  comfortable  fellowship  with  God — 
how  it  fetters  our  freedom  and  embitters  our  feelings  ; 
and  even  when  we  seek  to  cry,  "  Abba,  Father,"  in  the 
spirit  of  adoption,  it  infuses  into  our  souls  all  the 
discomfort  and  anxiety  of  the  old  spirit  of  bondage. 
Hence  our  Lord's  command  to  his  disciples,  "  If  thou 
bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there  rememberest  that 
thy  brother  hath  ought  against  thee,  leave  there  thy  gifi 
before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way ;  first  be  reconciled 
to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gift;"  and 
the  exhortation  of  the  apostles,  ^'  Let  all  bitterness, 
and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil  speak- 
ing, be  put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice ;  and  be 
ye  kind  one  to  another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one 
another,  even  as  Grod,  for  Christ's  sake,  hath  forgiven 
you.  Be  ye,  therefore,  followers  of  God,  as  dear 
children^  and  walk  in  love." 

4.  The  spirit  of  adoption  implies  a  disposition  to 
hold  fellowship  and  communion  with  Crod  as  our 
Father,  and  with  his  children  as  our  brethren  in  Christ. 

The  spirit  of  ado^^on  Y^Q>m^t&  the  believer  to  hold 
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communion  with  God ;  for  it  is  by  this  spirit  that  he 
cries,  ^^Abba,  Father."    And  as  it  leads  him  to  be 
much  engaged  in  prayer,  so  it  giyes  a  new  character 
to  his  devotions ;  they  are  no  longer  the  expression  of 
an  anxious  and  fearful  heart,'  but  the  outpourings  of  a 
spirit,  confiding  in  a  father  s  wisdom,  rejoicing  in  a 
father  s  lore,  and  committing  itself  to  a  father^s  care. 
So  long  as  he  was  under  the  spirit  of  bondage,  prayer, 
instead  of  being  a  sweet  and  refreshing  privilege,  was 
felt  to  be  a  task,  or  used  only  as  a  form ;  his  petitions 
were  dictated  by  fear  more  than  by  faith,  and  he  felt 
more  as  a  criminal  speaking  to  his  judge,  or  as  a  slave 
deprecating  his  master  s  wrath,  than  as  a  child  com- 
muning with  his  father.       But  now,  adopted  into 
God*s  family,  and  reconciled  through  the  blood  of 
Christ,  he  feels  a  confidence  in  drawing  near  to  God, 
such  as  a  child  has  in  speaking  to  a  wise  and  aifec- 
tionate  parent,  and  which  is  only  the  more  tender  and 
deeply  rooted  in  his  heart,  because  he  had  been  a 
rebellious  child,  and  is  now  forgiven.    The  very  recol- 
lection of  his  sins,  when  combined  with  a  sense  of 
God's  pardoning  mercy,  will  fill  his  heart  to  overflow- 
ing vrith  love,  and  gratitude,  and  joy ;  and  while  he 
is  deeply  humbled,  and  ready  to  acknowledge  that  he 
is  no  "  more  worthy  to  be  called  a  son,"  yet  knowing 
that  his  adoption  was  an  act  of  sovereign  grace,  and 
that  it  was  vouchsafed,  not  on  account  of  his  own 
righteousness,  but  solely  through  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  and  the  redemption  of  his  cross,  "  he  can  come 
holdly  to  the  throne,  that  he  may  obtain  mercy,  and 
find  grace  to  help  him  in  every  time  of  need."    And 
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in  doing  so,  he  is  encouraged  by  the  relation  in  which 
God  stands  to  him,  as  his  Father  in  heaven ;  and  by 
the  recollection  of  those  gracious  assurances  which  are 
founded  on  this  relation  in  the  Word ;  he  remembers 
the  words  of  Christ  himself — "  But  thou,  when  thou 
prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet ;  and  when  thou  hast 
shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  secret ; 
and  thy  Father  which  seeth  in  secret,  shall  reward 
thee  openly," — "  Your  Father  knoweth  what  things 
ye  have  need  of  before  ye  ask  him;"  and,  "  If  ye, 
being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
children,  how  much  more  shall  your  Father  in  heaven 
give  good  things  to  them  that  ask  him."  There  is 
a  rich  fountain  of  encouragement  to  prayer,  in  the 
idea  that  God  is  our  Father ;  for  it  assures  us  that 
even  our  weakness  and  infirmities — ^nay,  our  very 
sins  and  shortcomings,  may  not  exclude  us  from  his 
notice  and  regard ;  on  the  contrary,  "  Even  as  a 
father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them 
that  fear  him ;"  and  this  is  his  own  promise — "  I  will 
spare  them,  even  as  a  man  spareth  his  own  son  that 
serveth  him."  if  such  be  the  relation  in  which  we 
stand  to  God,  and  such  the  feelings  with  which  he 
regards  us,  then,  when  we  draw  near  to  him  in  the 
spirit  of  adoption,  we  need  not  be  cast  down  or  dis- 
couraged by  a  sense  of  our  weakness  and  infirmities ; 
for  just  as  a  father's  heart  is  touched  by  the  weakness 
of  his  child,  so  that  the  child  is  never  more  tenderly 
dealt  with  than  when  he  is  sick  and  faint,*  and  just  as 
a  father's  arm  is  all  the  more  ready  to  be  stretched 
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jfbrth  for  his  child's  support,  when  sensible  of  its  own 
weakness,  it  clings  to  him  with  fear,  lest  it  should 
fall;  nay,  just  as  a  father's  sympathy  and  love  are 
sure  to  be  called  forth,  when  an  obedient  son  seeks  to 
serve  him,  and  grieves  that  he  cannot  serve  him  bet- 
ter,— and  are  never  more  sincerely  or  deeply  felt,  than 
when,  in  the  exercise  of  a  wise  discipline,  he  chastens 
and  rebukes  the  child  of  his  love; — just  so  God,  as 
our  Father  in  heaven,  or  rather  much  more,  seeing  that 
his  love  is  infinite  and  imchangeable,  will  regard  the 
weaknesses  and  wants,  the  infirmities  and  imperfec- 
tions of  his  children.     For  hear  his  own  gracious 
words,  "  Can  a  woman  forget  her  sucking  child,  that 
she  should  not  have  compassion  on  the  son  of  her 
womb  ?  yea,  they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget 
thee." — "  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  son,  is  he  a  pleasant 
child  ?  for  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do  earnestly 
remember  him  still,  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled 
for  him :  I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon  him,  saith 
the  Lord  "     With  such  views  of  God,  and  of  his  rela- 
tion to  him  as  a  Father,  the  believers  communion 
with  him  is  sweet ;  he  feels  in  prayer  Very  much  as  a 
child  does  when  he  speaks  to  a  father  both  able  and 
willing  to  help  him  ;  and  having  liberty  of  access  at 
all  times,  and  frequent  occasion,  as  well  as  the  richest 
encouragement  to  pour  out  his  heart  and  to  spread 
out  his  case  before  him,  he  acquires  a  growing  desire 
for  his  fellowship,  and  prayer  comes  to  be  his  con- 
stant habit  and  his  sweetest  privilege ;  he  is  "  careful 
for  nothing,  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  suppli- 
cation with  thanksgiving  he  makes  his  recraLeste»\av!«>w'^ 
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unto  God ;  and  the  yer  j  peace  of  God  ^rhich  passed 
ail  understanding,  shall  keep  liis  heart  and  mind 
through  Christ  Jesus." 

And  just  as  the  filial  love  which  he  bears  to  God 
as  his  Father  is  associated  with  a  fratemaKIoye  to  all 
his  people,  so  the  communion  which  he  enjoys  with 
God  will  ever  be  accompanied  with  the  desire  to  hold 
oommuni(Hi  also  with  all  in  every  place  who  belong 
to  the  same  family, — who  share  in  his  priyileges,  and 
partake  of  his  spirit,  and  cherish  his  hopes,  as  children 
of  the  same  father,  and  expectants  of  the  same  inheri- 
tance. It  is  the  counsel  of  God  to  all  his  children — 
*'See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the  way," — "loye  as 
brethren,  be  pitiful,  be  courteous ; "  and  in  token  of 
their  common  relation  and  their  mutual  loye,  God 
is  pleased  to  make  them  sit  down  at  the  same  table, 
and  to  unite  in  commemorating  the  riches  of  redeem- 
iDg  love,  while,  by  partaking  of  the  sacred  symbols, 
they  profess  the  same  faith,  and  are  fed  with  the 
"  children's  bread."  It  is  in  "  the  spirit  of  adoption" 
that  every  communicant  should  approach  the  table- 
not  in  the  spirit  of  bondage,  as  if  it  were  a  task,  or  a 
gloomy  and  uncomfortable  service ;  but  in  the  spirit 
of  adoption,  crying,  "  Abba,  Father ;"  for  these  sacred 
symbols  represent  the  broken  body  and  the  shed  blood 
of  the  Saviour,  through  which  we  obtain  liberty  of 
access,  and  may  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace ; 
they  point  to  "  the  new  and  living  way  which  he  hath 
consecrated  for  us  through  the  veil,  that  is  to  say,  hia 
flesh  ;'*  and  when  we  are  called  on  to  partake  of  them 
together,  in  an  act  oi  wAevBiTi^Q<i\al  worship,  we  should 
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feel  towards  each  other  as  brethren  ;  as  children  of 
the  same  father,  seated  around  the  same  table ;  ail 
sharing  more  or  les9  in  the  infirmities  and  weaknesses 
which  stOl  cleave  to  his  children  on  earth,  but  shar- 
ing also  in  the  same  precious  privileges,  partaking  of 
tiie  same  spiritual  food,  and  cherishing  the  same  ever- 
lasting hopes. 

5.  The  spirit  of  adoption  implies  a  disposition  to 
trust  in  God  for  the  time  to  come,  just  as  a  child 
confides  in  the  wisdom,  and  faithfulness,  and  care  of 
a  wise  and  affectionate  father.  If  we  have  been 
delivered  from  the  spirit  of  bondage  unto  fear,  and  if 
we  have  been  enabled  to  draw  near  to  God,  through 
Christ,  as  our  reconciled  and  forgiving  Father,  then 
we  have  ample  reason  to  cherish  an  unshaken  confi* 
dence  in  his  unchangeable  love,  and  to  commit  our 
future  way  unto  the  Lord,  in  the  assurance  that  ''  he 
will  bring  it  to  pass."  The  prospects  even  of  a  child 
of  €K)d  in  this  world  may,  indeed,  be  often  dark  and 
threatening ;  the  future  may  seem  to  the  eye  of  sense 
to  afford  much  cause  for  anxiety  and  apprehension ; 
and  in  musing  over  it,  the  believer  may  sometimes  be 
conscious  of  many  painful  misgivings  and  many  dark 
f<H:ebodings.  Even  when  he  has  been  on  the  mount 
of  communion,  and  has  been  ready  to  exclaim,  *'  It  is 
good  for  us  to  be  here,"  the  thought  may  have  occur- 
red to  him  that  he  must  soon  descend  again  into  the 
world,  to  be  harassed  once  more  by  its  business,  and 
beset  by  its  temptations,  and  exposed  to  all  the  dan- 
gers, and  difficulties,  and  trials,  which  must  be  his 
portion  in  the  vale  of  tears ;  and  he  may  oQCd&\<(srL^^ 
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feel  a  tendency  to  cherish  the  sad  apprehension,  that 
possibly  after  all  the  privileges  he  has  enjoyed,  and 
all  the  professions  he  has  made,  h^  may  £Etll  short  of 
the  rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God,  and 
may  make  shipwreck  of  faith  and  of  a  good  conscience, 
by  yielding  to  those  adverse  influences  which  he  can- 
not avoid,  and  which  he  is  so  imeqnal  to  resist  and 
overcome.  At  all  events,  he  must  lay  his  account 
with  many  trials  ;  and  he  is  perhaps  afraid  to  face, 
and  disposed  to  shrink  from  them.  The  spirit  of 
bondage  which  is  imto  fear  can  give  no  relief,  and 
afibrd  no  comfort  in  such  a  case ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  ever  ready  to  brood  over  all  the  varieties  of  possible 
evil,  and  to  convert  future  danger  into  present  dis- 
tress, and  even  to  magnify,  by  its  own  distorted  vision, 
the  difficulties  which  lie  before  us ;  but  the  spirit  of 
adoption  may  give  relief — not,  indeed,  by  exempting  us 
from  trials,  still  less  by  making  us  indifferent  or  insen- 
sible to  them, — but  by  enabling  and  disposing  us  to 
commit  our  case  into  GocTs  hands,  in  compliance  with 
his  oi/vn  declaration,  "  Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord, 
and  he  shall  sustain  thee."  For  just  as  a  little  child 
looks  to  the  wisdom,  and  confides  in  the  care  of  an 
affectionate  father,  and  when  he  ventures  out  into  the 
world  feels  all  the  more  secure  when  he  knows  that  a 
father  s  foresight  has  arranged  his  plans,  and  a  father's 
oye  is  still  watching  over  his  progress ; — just  so  the 
believer  looking  up  to  Grod  as  his  Father  in  heaven, 
and  knowing  that  nothing  can  happen  to  him  without 
His  permission  or  appointment — that  He  is  ever  pre- 
sent to  observe,  an!9L«Xm\^\.>j  1q  wjatain,  and  unerring 
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to  direct  him, — and  that  He  has  pledged  his  faithful 
word  of  promise,  saying,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor 
forsake  thee," — "  as  thy  day  is,  so  shall  thy  strength 
be," — '*  my  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee," — "  I  will  per- 
fect my  strength  in  weakness," — and  ^^  all  things  shall 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God," — is 
able  to  say  with  the  apostle,  in  the  spirit  of  childlike 
confidence,  "  Therefore  may  we  boldly  jsay.  The  Lord 
is  my  helper ;  I  will  not  fear;*'  and  with  the  psalmist, 
*'  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd ;  I  shall  not  want," 

€.  The  spirit  of  adoption  impUes  a  spirit  of  cheer- 
fill  obedience  and  submission  to  God's  will, — of  obe- 
dience to  his  will  as  it  is  revealed  in  the  Word,  and 
of  submission  to  his  will  as  it  is  displayed  by  the 
dispensations  of  his  providence. 

An  obligation  to  obedience  is  necessarily  involved 
in  the  relation  of  sonship,  and  wherever  that  relation 
really  exists,  and  is  associated  with  the  corresponding 
spirit  of  adoption,  it  will  lead  to  the  unreserved,  un- 
conditional, and  cheerfiil  observance  of  every  part  of 
God's  revealed  will.  For  "  a  son  honoureth  his  father, 
and  a  servant  his  master:  if,  then,  I  be  a  father, 
where  is  mine  honour  ?  and  if  I  be  a  master,  where 
is  my  fear  ?"  If  you  have  ought  of  the  spirit  of  adop- 
tion, it  will  be  "  your  meat  and  your  drink  to  do  the 
will  of  your  Father  in  heaven,** — ^your  language  will 
be,  "  Father,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done," — "  Our 
Father  which  art  in  heaven,  thy  will  be  done  on 
earth,  even  as  it  is  done  in  heaven."  And  this  being 
your  sincere  desire,  you  will  be  solicitous,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  ascertain  in  every  case  what  is  the  will  of 
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Grody  by  carefully  consulting  the  law  which  he  has 
written  on  the  tablets  of  your  hearts,  and  the  clearer 
law  which  he  has  reyealed  in  the  pages  of  his  Word ; 
and  when  you  have  ascertained  his  will,  you  will  obey 
it  at  all  hazards,— suffering  neither  the  temptations  of 
the  world,  nor  the  lusts  of  your  own  hearts,  nor  the 
sophistry  by  which  your  passions  would  b^uile  and 
mislead  your ,  conscience,  nor  any  considerations  of 
interest  or  expediency,  to  deter  or  seduce  you  from 
following  that  straight  path  of  duty  in  which  God 
commands  you  to  walk.  For  being  God*s  children, 
the  opinions  of  men,  and  the  gain  of  the  whole  world, 
will  be  as  nothing  to  you  in  comparison  with  the 
slightest  intimation  of  his  will.  And  the  spirit  of 
adoption  will  give  a  new  character  to  your  obedience 
•—it  will  be  no  longer  the  reluctant  and 'half  extorted 
service  of  a  slave,  but  the  willing,  and  chfeerful,  and 
devoted  homage  of  a  son,  submitting  to  his  Father  s 
guidance,  not  of  constraint,  but  willingly,  and  devoted 
to  his  service  because  he  delights  to  do  him  honour. 
This  is  the  characteristic  difference  betwixt  the  legal 
obedience  of  fear,  and  the  evangelical  obedience  of 
love.  And  just  as  love  is  a  more  kindly  and  generous 
principle  of  action,  so  the  obedience  that  flows  £rom 
it  will  be  at  once  more  unreserved  in  its  extent,  and 
more  cheerful  in  its  nature — pleasant  to  him  who  ren- 
ders, and  acceptable  to  Him  to  whom  it  is  paid.  Such 
is  the  obedience  which  God,  as  a  Father,  expects  from 
all  his  children ;  but  oh  !  if  an  unreserved  and  cheer- 
ful compliance  with  his  will  be  the  test  of  sonship — 
if  the  spirit  of  ado^^don  tdlm^\.  \^<^Qucile  us  to  all  his 
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commands,  and  engage  us  in  a  life  of  holy  obedience,—^ 
what  shall  we  say  of  those  who,  bearing  the  ChriBtian 
name,  and  appearing  amongst  the  children  at  his 
table,  are  nevertheless  living  in  the  habitual  neglect 
or  violation  of  his  law, — communicants  who  come  to 
his  table,  saying,  "  Abba,  Father ! "  and  as  often  as  they 
pray,  call  him  "  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven  ;** — 
yet,  when  they  go  back  to  the  world,  "  return  like  a 
dog  to  his  vomit,  or  like  a  sow  that  is  washed  to  her 
wallowing  in  the  mire  ?"  Are  there  none  bearing  the 
Christian  name  among  us,  who  are  conscious  that 
their  practice  ill  accords  with  their  profession,  as 
children  of  God  ?  I  speak  not  of  the  infirmities  and 
shortcomings  with  which  every  Christian  is  charge- 
able ;  but  of  that  wilful  and  habitual  opposition,  in 
some  respect  or  other,  to  God's  will,  which  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  filial  reverence  and  love. 
Can  he  be  a  child  of  God,  who,  when  God  commands 
him  to  sanctify  the  Sabbath,  profanes  it  by  worldly 
business  or  vain  amusements;  or  when  God  com- 
mands him  to  be  sober  and  temperate,  gives  himself 
to  rioting  and  dnmkenness;  or  when  God  enjoins 
purity  of  heart  and  life,  lives  in  uncleanness  and 
licentious  pleasure ;  or  when  God  prescribes  the  path 
of  honour  and  integrity,  prefers  the  crooked  paths  of 
dishonesty  and  deceit  ?  It  cannot  be :  and  they  who, 
presuming  on  their  Gospel  liberty,  dare  to  live  in  the 
habitual  neglect  or  violation  of  any  part  of  God's  will, 
must  bear  to  be  reminded,  that  if  the  spirit  of  adop- 
tion gives  a  new  character  to  our  obedience,  it  is  not 
in  the  way  of  relaxing  it  or  bringmg  it  down  to  the 


480  THB  WORK  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

standard  of  the  world's  opinions  and  habits,  but  by 
raising  it,  and  infusing  into  it  new  life  and  strength, 
and  making  it  at  once  more  cheerfiil,  more  unreserv- 
ed, and  more  devoted  than  before ;  and  that,  ^4f  where 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is  liberty,"  it  is  not 
the  liberty  of  those  who  turn  the  grace  of  God  into 
licentiousness,  or  ^^  who  continue  in  sin  because  grace 
aboimds;"  but  the  liberty  of  men  "who  run  in  the 
way  of  his  commandments,  when  Gt>d  has  enlarged 
their  hearts ;"  and  who  feel  the  force  of  the  apostle's 
exhortation — "Brethren,  ye  have  been  called  unto 
liberty ;  only  use  not  liberty  for  an  occasion  to  the 
flesh ;  ** — as  "  free,  and  not  using  your  liberty  for  a 
cloak  of  maliciousness,  but  as  the  servants  of  God." 

The  spirit  of  adoption,  while  it  implies  a  disposi- 
tion to  obey  God's  will,  as  it  is  revealed  in  his  Word, 
will  manifest  itself  also  in  the  way  of  quiet  and  re- 
signed submission  to  his  will,  as  it  is  displayed  in  the 
dispensations  of  his  providence.  These  dispensations 
may  often  be  afflictive ;  and  they  may  serve  to  try  the 
faith  and  patience  of  His  people,  insomuch,  that  they 
may  sometimes  be  in  heaviness  through  manifold 
temptations.  But  the  spirit  of  adoption  will  lead 
them  to  regard  all  these  trials,  however  numerous  and 
severe  and  protracted  they  may  be,  as  the  discipline 
of  a  Father's  hand ;  and  they  will  bow  before  the  rod, 
and  kiss  it,  even  when  it  smites  them.  Knowing  that 
nothing  happens  by  chance,  and  that  every  thing  in 
their  lot  is  ordained  by  unerring  wisdom  and  infinite 
love,  and  will  be  overruled  for  God's  glory  and  their 
own  good, — and  leTnemJaetm^  thft  ^jcacious  words, 
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"  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  and  scourgeth 
every  son  whom  he  receiTeth,"  they  will  not  only  lay 
their  accomit  with  trials,  hut  feel  it  to  he  alike  their 
duty  and  their  priyilege  to  resign  themselves  into  the 
Lord's  hands,  saying,  '^  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  as 
seemeth  good  in  his  sight."  And  who  does  not  see 
that  the  spirit  of  adoption  gives  a  new  character  to 
our  submission,  and  imparte  a  sweetness  to  our  Tery 
trials  ?  The  spirit  of  hondage  may  produce  a  sullen 
and  reluctant  suhmission,  such  as  a  man  would  yield 
to  inevitable  necessity,  or  to  overwhelming  power; 
but  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  "  Abba, 
Father,"  views  every  trial  as  a  Father  s  chastisement, 
and  connects  it  with  a  Father's  love ;  and  responds  to 
the  apostle's  touching  appeal — "  We  have  had  fathers 
of  our  flesh  who  corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  reve- 
rence ;  shall  we  not  much  rather  be  in  subjection  imto 
the  Father  of  spirits,  and  live  ?" 

7.  The  spirit  of  adoption  is  associated  with  inward 
peace^  and  comfort^  and  hope,  which,  although  they 
may  be  disturbed  and  interrupted  by  the  operation  of 
other  causes,  are  its  proper  and  natural  fruit,  and 
which  springing  up,  and  growing  by  degrees,  may 
issue  in  the  full  assurance  of  sonship.  The  spirit  of 
adoption  is  essentially,  in  its  own  nature,  a  peaceful 
and  happy  &ame  of  mind.  Every  thing  within  and 
around,  above  and  beneath,  present  and  future,  tem- 
poral and  eternal,  assumes  a  new  aspect,  when  we  can 
call  God  our  Father.  Even  the  beauties  of  nature, 
always  lovely,  acquire  a  fresh  loveliness  to  the  Chris- 
tian, when  he  can  look  abroad  over  its  sublime  moun- 
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tains,  and  smiling  landscapes,  and  say,  ^'  My  Fatber 
made  them  all ;"  and  so  the  events  of  proyidence — 
the  evolutions  of  that  mighty  scheme  vf^hich  emhraces 
all  our  interests  and  hopes — appear  in  a  new  light 
to  the  heliever,  when  he  can  say,  "  My  Father  rules 
them  all." 

But  more  especially,  the  vast  scheme  of  grace  and 
redemption  appears  in  a  new  light,  when,  in  the  spirit 
of  adoption,  he  can  look  to  the  Author  of  that  scheme 
as  his  Father,  once  offended,  hut  now  reconciled ;  and 
what  God  has  already  done  for  him,  as  a  pledge  of 
what  he  is  still  willing  to  do — an  earnest  of  the  fulfil- 
ment of  all  his  promises.  For  "  if  God  spared  not  his 
own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  to  the  death  for  ns  all ; 
much  more  will  he,  with  him,  also  freely  give  us  all 
things."  "  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  death  nor 
life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  shall  be  able  to 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord." 

The  spirit  of  adoption,  implying,  as  it  does,  a  sense 
of  God*s  love  and  faith  in  his  covenant  promises,  must 
necessarily  be  accompanied  with  some  measure  of 
hope ;  and  although  that  hope  may  be  too  weak  to 
admit  of  our  using  the  strong  language  of  assurance^ 
in  regard  either  to  our  present  state  or  our  everlasting 
prospects,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  sustain,  and  animate, 
and  encourage  us  in  our  Christian  course.  A  child- 
like disposition  of  mind,  including  trust  and  resigna- 
tion, and  a  contrite  and  tender  spirit,  may  exist  where, 
through  remaining  daikii^%%^  q>x  Q^^ca&ional  weakness, 
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a  believer  may  be  unable  to  use  that  language ;  but 
as  this  filial  spirit  is  matured,  it  may  grow  up  to  the 
full  assurance  of  hope,  being  in  itself  at  once  an  evi- 
dence of  our  sonship,  and  an  earnest  of  our  future  in- 
heritance ;  for  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise  is  itself  the 
earnest  of  our  inheritance,  and  the  first-fruits  of  the 
Spirit  are  a  pledge  of  a  glorious  harvest ;  and  this 
may  explain  the  difference,  as  well  as  the  connection, 
which  subsists  betwixt  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby 
we  cry  "  Abba,  Father,"  and  the  witness  of  the  Spirit, 
of  which  we  read  in  the  succeeding  verse,  by  which 
"  He  witnesseth  with  our  spirits  that  we  are  the  chil- 
dren of  God ;  and  if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ." 

There  are  two  difierent  classes,  whose  experience 
may  be  the  same,  in  so  far  as  the  absence  of  all  sen- 
sible comfort  is  concerned,  but  is  so  different  in  other 
respects,  that  we  must  carefully  discriminate  betwixt 
them  in  ofiering,  as  ^e  now  propose  to  do,  a  few  ob- 
servations for  their  direction  and  relief. 

There  may  be  some  who  are  sensible  that  they  have 
never,  at  any  time,  been  enabled  to  look  to  God  with 
other  feelings  than  those  of  terror  and  aversion, — that 
his  holy  character,  and  righteous  law,  and  awful 
government,  have  invariably  filled  them  with  appre- 
hension and  alarm, — and  that  they  have  obtained  relief 
from  these  distressing  feelings  only  when  they  suc- 
ceeded, for  a  time,  in  banishing  the  thought  of  God  and 
death  and  eternity  from  their  minds,  or  in  cherishing 
such  conceptions  of  his  perfections  and  purposes  as  they 
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knew  to  be  at  variance  with  the  revelation  of  his  char- 
acter and  will  in  the  Word,  but  which  were  felt  to  be 
more  in  accordance  with  their  own  wishes,  and  indis- 
pensable to  their  inward  peace.  Such  persons  may  be 
assured,  that,  as  often  as  their  habitual  carelessness  has 
been  disturbed  by  occasional  convictions  of  conscience, 
or  awakening  gUmpses  of  the  truth,  they  have  experi- 
enced what  is  meant  by  the  apostle  when  he  speaks  of 
the  spirit  of  bondage  unto  fear;  and  if  there  be  any  who 
are  labouring  imder  the  burden  of  guilt,  and  groaning 
under  the  bondage  of  fear,  while  they  are  sensible  of 
no  relief,  and  even  ignorant  of  the  remedy  which  is 
provided  for  them  in  the  Gospel, — I  would  affection- 
ately remind  them,  that  there  is  much  in  their  present 
condition  which  is  fitted  alike  to  suggest  a  solemn 
warning,  and  to  impart  a  rich  encouragement.  There 
is  something  unspeakably  solemn  in  the  thought,  that 
these  convictions — these  fears  and  misgivings,  of 
which  they  are  conscious — ^have  all  been  awakened  by 
God's  law,  applied  to  their  consciences  by  the  Holy 
Ghost, — and  that  their  present  experience  may  be  the 
first-fruit  of  the  Spirit!s  operation,  to  whom  it  belongs 
"  to  reprove  the  world  of  sin  :"  and  considering  them 
in  this  light,  I  would  say  nothing  to  allay  their  con- 
victions, or  to  remove  thieir  fears,  or  to  rebuke  their 
misgivings,  as  if  they  were  either  extravagant  or  un- 
founded ;  on  the  contrary,  believing  that  they  are  the 
proper  fruits  of  the  law,  when  applied  to  a  sinner's 
conscience,  and  that,  so  far  from  being  too  intense, 
they  fall  far  short  of  what  the  real  state  of  the  case 
warrants  and  xec^uiiea, — -\\<w^'^^fe^k  to  deepen  even 
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your  deepest  conTictioiis  of  guilt,  and  to  impress  you 
with  the  thought  that  your  danger  is  really  greater 
than  your  fears.     But  while  we  dare  not  offer  you  re- 
lief from  your  present  bondage,  by  relaxing  the  fetters, 
or  lowering  the  demands,  or  tampering  with  the  curse 
of  God's  righteous  and  unchangeable  law, — we  can 
point  to  a  way  in  which  you  may  exchange   your 
bondage  for  perfect  freedom,  without  any  violation  of 
God  s  law, — without  any  disparagement  of  His  char- 
acter,— without  any  dishonour  to  His  government, — 
without  any  denial,  either  of  your  own  sin,  or  of  His 
eternal  justice.     Look  from  the  law  to  the  Gospel — 
from  the  curse  to  the  cross — from  Sinai,  with  its 
thunderings  and  lightnings,  to  Calvary, — where  the 
lawgiver  became  the  law-fulfiUer,  and  the  end  of  that 
law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth ; — 
look,  even  now,  under  all  your  legal  terrors,  to  Christ, 
as  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world ;  and  to  God  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world  to 
himself,  and  not  imputing  unto  men  their  trespasses  ; 
and — on  the  instant  when  you  apprehend  the  great 
truth,  that,  just  as  God  is,  and  guilty  as  you  feel 
yourselves  to  be,  God  can  be,  through  Christ's  propi- 
tiation, the  just  God,  and  yet  the  Saviour, — on  that 
instant  you  may  pass  from  a  state  of  bondage  into  the 
liberty  of  a  child,  and  feel  that  a  new  spirit  is  given 
to  you,  even  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  you  may 
cry,  "  Abba,  Father."     And  that  you  may  be  encour- 
aged to  avail  yourselves  of  this  gracious  deliverance, 
remember,  I  beseech  you,  that  while  the  calls  and  in- 
vitations of  the  Gospel  are  alike  universal  and  free^so 
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that  they  belong  to  sinners  as  such,  and  to  all  sinners 
without  exception ;  yet,  as  if  with  a  special  view  to 
your  own  case,  they  are  often  particularly  addressed 
to  such  as  are  labouring  under  the  spirit  of  bondage 
unto  fear ; — ^not  that  careless  and  fearless  sinners  are 
excluded,  because  all  are  invited,  even  the  vidcked 
and  the  unrighteous, — but  to  meet  the  difficulties,  and 
fears,  and  scruples  of  convinced  and  awakened  sinners, 
they  are  mentioned  as  it  were  by  name — "  Come 
unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden;  and 
I  will  give  you  rest" — "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth, 
come  ye  to  the  waters'* — "  Whosoever  is  athirst,  let 
him  come,  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.** 

But  there  is  another  class,  very  diflPerent  from  the 
former,  who  may  be  labouring  under  a  spirit,  which,  if 
not  the  same,  is  yet  nearly  akin  to  the  spirit  of  bondage 
unto  fear, — I  mean  the  spirit  of  heaviness^  through 
manifold  temptations,  to  which  many  of  God's  people 
themselves  are  subject,  and  which  is  often  associated 
with,  and  apt  to  engender  doubts  and  fears  as  to  their 
safety,  misgivings  as  to  their  interest  in  Christ,  and  their 
participation  in  the  privileges  of  sonship.  Such  per- 
sons have  experienced,  in  former  times,  the  liberty  and 
enlargement  of  heart  which  the  Gospel  imparts ;  and 
have  known  what  it  is  to  be  translated  out  of  dark- 
ness into  God's  marvellous  light ;  and  to  look  up  to 
God,  with  childlike  confidence,  as  a  reconciled  Father. 
— But  now,  they  are  visited  again  with  a  spirit  of 
heaviness,  arising  from  a  sense  of  shortcoming,  or  from 
a  season  of  declension,  or  from  the  withdrawment  of 
the  light  of  God*a  eoxiix^ieckaiv^  *,  and  this  spirit  of 
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heaviness  may,  like  the  spirit  of  hondage,  he  accom- 
panied with  many  distressing  misgivings  and  fears  ; 
80  that,  in  their  present  state,  they  may  have  no  com- 
fort,  and  no  childlike  confidence,  in  looking  up  to 
God,  and  no  freedom  to  say,  "  Abba,  Father."     To 
such  I  would  affectionately  say,  in  the  way  of  wam^ 
ing^  Your  present  experience  is  a  very  solemn  call  to 
search  and  try  your  ways ;  to  consider  what  may  be 
the  occasion  of  God's  controversy  with  you ;  to  hum- 
ble yourselves  on  account  of  your  sins  and  shortcom- 
ings, your  neglected  privileges,  your  abused  mercies, 
your  broken  resolutions  and  vows ;  and  to  make  full 
and  frank  confession  before  God, — just  as  a  child 
should  do  when  he  has  offended  an  affectionate  father. 
But  I  would  also  say,  in  the  way  of  encouragement^ 
that  you  are  not  to  regard  your  present  experience, 
dark  and  distressing  as  you  may  feel  it  to  be,  as  afford- 
ing, of  itself,  any  evidence  that  you  do  not  belong  to 
the  number  of  God  s  children.     You  may  be  apt  to 
imagine  that  it  would  not  be  thus  with  you  if  you  had 
obtained  the  privilege  of  sonship  ;  but  be  assured,  no 
trial  has  befallen  you  which  has  not  been  common  to 
God's  children  in  all  ages  of  the  Church  ;  for  Peter 
speaks  of  God's  children,  when  he  says,  that  "  now, 
for  a  season,  if  need  be,  they  are  in  heaviness  through 
manifold  temptations ;"  and  we  have  the  recorded  ex- 
amples of  holy  David,  who  said,  "  I  remembered  God, 
and  was  troubled  :  I  complained,  and  my  spirit  was 
overwhelmed;" — and  of  Heman — "Lord,  why  castest 
thou  off  my  soul  ?  why  hidest  thou  thy  face  from  me  ? 
I  am  afflicted  and  ready  to  die  from  my  youth  ui^ ; 
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while  I  suffer  thy  terrors,  I  am  distracted ;" — and  of 
Job — "  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me,  the 
poison  whereof  drinketh  up  my  spirit.     The  terrors  of 
the  Lord  do  set  themselves  in  array  against  me ;" — ^and 
of  Jonah — ^'  I  said,  I  am  oast  out  of  thy  sight,  yet 
will  I  look  again  toward  thy  holy  temple  ;** — and  of  the 
liOrd  Jesus  himself,  who  exclaimed  on  the  cross,  in 
words  which  breathe  at  once  a  spirit  of  heaviness  and 
of  childlike  faith,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou 
forsaken  me?" — And  finally,  in  the  way  of  direc- 
tion^ you  must  obtain  relief  from  your  present  dis- 
tresses and  fears,  by  the  exercise  of  the  same  simple 
faith  by  which  you  first  entered  into  peace ;  you  must 
look  out  of  yourselves  to  Christ — and,  forsaking  the 
law,  find  refuge  in  the  Gospel ;  you  must  repair  anew 
to  the  fountain  which  God  has  opened  for  sin  and 
for  uncleanness,  and  cast  yourselves  on  the  mercy 
and  faithfulness  of  a  covenant-keeping  God ;  and  be 
assured,  that,  sooner  or  later — for  you  must  wait  the 
Lord's  time — ^he  who  hath  taken  you  into  thfe  wilder- 
ness, will  speak  comfortably  unto  you ;   the  cloud 
which  now  intercepts  from  you  the  light   of  His 
countenance  will  be  dispersed ;  and  you  will  yet  go  on 
your  way  rejoicings — and  cry,  in  the  spirit  of  adoption, 
"  Abba,  Father." 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SPIRIT  AS  THE  SPIRIT  OF 

PRAYER. 

In  the  Scriptures  a  special  operation  of  the  Spirit  is 
mentioned,  by  which  he  aids  his  people  in  the  exer- 
cise of  prayer  ;  and  it  is  spoken  of  as  one  that  is 
common  to  all  belieyers,  and  permanent  through  all 
ages  of  the  Church.  This  cheering  truth  is  implied 
in  God's  promise  of  old,  "  I  will  pour  upon  the  house 
of  David,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  Spirit 
of  grace  and  of  supplications  ;**  and  it  is  implied  also 
in  the  declared  duty  of  all  belieyers,  which  is  described 
in  the  apostle's  exhortation,  "  praying  always  with  all 
prayer  and  supplication  in  the  Spirit"  But  the  most 
emphatic  testimony  on  the  subject  is  contained  in  the 
words  of  the  apostle  (Rom.  viii.  26),  "  Likewise  the 
Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmities ;  for  we  know  not 
what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought ;  but  the  Spirit 
itself  maketh  intercession  for  us  with  groanings  that 
cannot  be  uttered."  That  the  Spirit  of  God  does,  in 
some  way,  "  make  intercession  for  the  saints,"  is  abun- 
dantly evident  from  these  passages ;  but  it  may  be 

II 
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uscfiil  to  inquire,  first,  In  what  sense  this  is  to  be  un- 
derstood, or,  in  what  way  the  Spirit  acts  as  a  Spirit  of 
grace  and  supplication ;  and,  secondly.  What  lessons, 
whether  of  warning,  direction,  or  encouragement,  may 
he  deduced  from  the  doctrine  of  His  agency  in  prayer. 
I.  In  explanation  of  this  doctrine, — ^it  is  not  to  be 
understood  as  importing,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  makes 
intercession  for  us  in  his  own  person,  or  that  he 
directly  addresses  his  prayer  to  the  Father  on  our  be- 
half. Christ,  as  Mediator,  prayed  for  his  disciples 
while  he  was  yet  on  earth,  and  he  still  makes  conti- 
nual intercession  for  them  in  heayen,  by  appearing  in 
the  presence  of  God  for  them ;  but  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
never  represented  in  Scripture  as  interceding  in  the 
same  way,  either  by  offering  up  his  own  personal  re- 
quest, or  by  appearing  for  us  at  the  throne.  He  does 
intercede,  however,  in  another  way — ^by  "  dwelling  in 
us  **  as  "  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  " — dis- 
posing and  enabling  us  to  pray  for  ourselves.  He  is 
the  Spirit  of  supplication,  just  as  he  is  the  Spirit  of 
faith,  and  repentance,  and  hope.  He  is  the  author  of 
these  spiritual  graces — the  source  whence  they  flow, 
and  by  which  they  are  continually  sustained.  Yet 
they  exist  in  the  believer,  and  are  exercised  by  him,  so 
as  to  form  part  of  his  own  personal  character;  and  just 
so  the  Spirit  is  said  to  make  intercession  for  us,  when 
he  stirs  us  up  to  intercede  for  ourselves,  and  gives  us 
grace  to  desire  and  to  ask  what  blessings  we  severally 
require.  That  this  is  the  sense  in  which  the  doctrine 
is  to  be  understood,  appears  from  several  expressions, 
which  imply,  t\iat,\)7  \)ci^  ^'^m'^^  ^rajc^,  believers  are 
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taught  and  enabled  to  offer  up  their  own  supplications 
at  the  throne ;  for,  first  of  all,  it  is  not  the  Spirit,  con- 
sidered as  a  distinct  person  of  the  Godhead,  that  is 
said  to  intercede,  but  '^  the  Spirit  that  dweUeth  in 
you"  eyen  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry, 
"  Abba,  Father  ;'* — and,  secondly,  it  is  expressly  said, 
that  the  Spirit  helpeth  our  infirmities  ;  for  we  know 
not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought, — our  own 
prayers  being  directly  referred  to,  and  his  interposi- 
tion designed  to  remoye  those  hindrances,  and  supply 
those  defects  in  us^  which  would  otherwise  impair  or 
interrupt  our  communion  with  God  ; — and,  thirdly,  it 
is  added,  that  ^^  he  maketh  intercession  for  us  with 
groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered ;"  an  expression 
which  cannot  be  applied  personally  to  the  Spirit,  but 
is  aptly  descriptiye  of  that  moral  earnestness  and  deep 
concern  which  he  awakens  in  our  own  hearts  ;  and 
accordingly  it  is  added,  "He  that  searcheth  the  hearts 
knoweth  the  mind  of  the  Spirit."  These  yarious  ex- 
pressions are  sufficient  to  show,  that,  by  the  interces- 
sion of  the  Spirit,  we  are  to  understand,  the  earnest 
supplication  and  prayer  which  we  are  disposed  and 
enabled,  by  his  grace,  to  offer  up  at  the  throne. 

If  any  one  doubt  the  necessity  of  the  Spirit's  aid  in 
the  exercise  of  prayer,  there  is  enough  in  the  words 
of  the  apostle  to  conyince  him  of  his  error ;  for  even 
an  inspired  man,  classing  himself  along  with  other 
believers,  says,  "  The  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmi- 
ties ;  for  WE  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as 
we  ought."  This  humbling  confession  of  our  own  in- 
firmity and  ignorance,  and  of  our  simple  de;^%\\d!t\v(^^ 
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on  the  grace  and  strength  of  the  Spirit,  is,  indeed, 
much  at  variance  with  the  natural  feelings  of  the 
human  heart,  which  is  prone,  to  self-sufficiency  and 
presumptuous  confidence  in  its  own  unaided  powers; 
but  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  those  who  have  never 
felt  their  need  of  the  Spirit's  grace  in  the  exercise  of 
prayer,  have  either  never  prayed  at  all,  or  if  they  have 
observed  the  outward  form,  are  still  strangers  to  its 
spiritual  nature^  as  the  greatest  work,  the  highest  and 
holiest  service  of  the  soul,  by  which  it  holds  com- 
munion with  Grod  in  the  exercise  of  those  graces  of 
faith,  and  love,  and  hope,  which  are  all  inspired  and 
sustained  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  careless  and  pre- 
sumptuous sinner,  or  the  cold  and  formal  professor, 
may  be  conscious  of  no  difficulty  in  prayer  which 
cannot  be  overcome  by  the  power  of  his  own  natural 
faculties  :  he  may  content  himself  with  the  repetition 
of  a  form  of  words,  such  as  his  memory  can  easily 
retain  and  recall,  and  caring  for  no  farther  commu- 
nion with  God  than  what  may  be  implied  in  the  oc- 
casional or  regular  use  of  that  form,  he  is  not  sensible 
of  any  infirmity  such  as  calls  for  the  aid  of  the  Spirit  ; 
but  not  such  are  the  feelings  of  any  true  believer,  for 
never  is  he  more  sensible  of  his  own  infirmity,  and  of 
his  absolute  dependence  on  the  Spirit's  grace,  than 
when  he  seeks,  in  the  hour  of  prayer,  to  spread  out 
his  case  before  the  Lord,  and  to  hold  communion  and 
fellowship  with  him  as  his  Father  in  heaven.  Having 
some  idea,  however  inadequate,  of  the  greatness  and 
majesty  of  God ;  and  some  sense,  however  feeble,  of 
the  spirituality  oi\i\a  ^^xN\a^\ — ^knowing  that  "  God 
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is  a  Spirit,  and  that  they  that  worship  him  must  wor- 
ship him  in  spirit  and  in  truth ;"  but  conscious  at  the 
same  time  of  much  remaining  darkness, — of  the  cor- 
ruptions which  still  cleaye  to  him,  and  of  the  mani- 
fold distractions  to  which  his  mind  is  subject,  eyen 
in  the  most  solemn  exercises, — ^he  knows  what  those 
^'  infirmities"  are  of  which  the  apostle  speaks,  and 
will  be  ready  to  join  with  him  in  the  humbling  con- 
fession, "  We  know  not  what  things  we  should  pray 
for  as  we  ought."     His  own  experience  teaches  him 
that  the  spirit  of  prayer  is  not  the  natural  and  spon- 
taneous product  of  his  own  heart, — that  it  was  im- 
planted there,  and  that  it  must  be  continually  sus- 
tained by  grace  from  on  high ;  and  long  after  he  has 
been  enabled  to  come  with  comfort  to  the  throne,  of 
grace,  and  to  pour  out  his  heart  with  much  of  the 
peace  which  a  spirit  of  adoption  imparts, — ^he  may  be 
reminded,  by  the  yaxiations  of  his  own  experience, 
that  he  must  be  dependent,  from  first  to  last,  on 
the  Spirit's  grace  for  all  his  earnestness  and  all  his 
enjoyment  in  prayer.      Oh !  what  believer  has  not 
occasionally  felt  his  own  utter   emptiness,  and  the 
barrenness  eyen  of  this  precious  privilege,  when,  left 
to  himself,  he  attempted  to  pray,  while  the  spirit  of 
prayer  was  withheld!      You  may  have  retired  at 
your  usual  hour  to  your  closets,  and  fallen  upon  your 
knees,  and  used  even  your  accustomed  words;  but 
you  felt  that  your  affections  were  cold,  your  desires 
languid,  and  your  whole  hearts  straitened  and  op- 
pressed ; — you  strove  once  more  to  renew  your  request, 
and  with  greater  urgency  than  before ;  but  in  spite  of 
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all  jour  efforts  your  thoughts  began  to  wander  even 
in  God's  immediate  presence ;  and  as  you  rose  from 
your  knees,  yon  were  ready  to  exclaim,  Oh  that  it 
were  with  me  as  in  months'  past, — oh,  that  I  knew 
where  I  might  find  him  !  that  I  might  come  even  to 
his  seat !  I  would  order  my  cause  before  him,  and 
fill  my  mouth  with  arguments."  On  such  occasions 
you  complain  of  unbelief — of  a  wandering  mind — of  a 
hard  and  insensible  heart,  and  these  complaints  are 
irequently  heard  amongst  God's  people ;  for  I  beUeye 
that  he  often  visits  them  with  such  experiences,  for 
the  very  purpose  of  impressing  them  with  a  humbling 
sense  of  their  own  infirmity^  and  reminding  them  of 
their  dependence  on  the  Spirit  for  the  right  use  and 
enjoyment  of  all  the  means  of  grace. 

The  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  then,  is  indispensa* 
ble,  if  we  would  maintain  the  spirit,  and  enjoy  the 
exercise  of  prayer ;  but  we  must  eyer  remember,  that 
in  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  his  work,  he  acts  by 
the  use  of  means,  and  in  a  way  that  is  wisely  adapted 
to  the  rational  and  moral  nature  with  which  we  are 
endowed.  He  acts  upon  us,  not  as  mere  machines, 
but  as  moral  agents ;  and  by  various  considerations 
and  motives,  he  teaches  and  disposes  us  to  pray. 
Every  part  of  his  work  as  the  Spirit  of  grace,  has  a 
tendency  to  prepare  us  for  this  exercise ;  for  whether 
he  act  as  a  reprover,  convincing  us  of  sin, — or  as 
a  sanctifier,  subduing  our  corruptions, — or  as  a  com- 
forter, giving  us  peace  and  joy  in  believing, — or  as  a 
teacher,  enlarging  our  views  of  divine  truth,  and  con- 
firming our  fait\i  *m  Vt, — «2^^^  Q^^Ta.^ona  of  his  grace 


AI3  THE  SPIRIT  OF  PRAYER.  495 

are  subservient  more  or  less  directly  to  the  exercise  of 
prayer.  But  that  we  may  have  a  clear  sud  distinct 
idea  of  the  Spirit's  agency,  as  "  the  Spirit  of  grace  and 
supplication,"  it  may  be  observed  more  particularly, 
that — 

1.  He  enables  us  for  prayer,  by  disclosing  to  us  our 
necessities  and  wants^  our  sitis  and  shortcomings^ 
— so  as  to  impress  us  with  a  deep  sense  of  our  abso- 
lute dependence  on  God.  This  is  intimated,  when  it 
is  said,  ''  The  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmities ;  for 
we  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought." 
Self-ignorance  is  a  great  hindrance  to  fervent  prayer. 
We  are  not  duly  sensible  of  our  wants,  and  hence  we 
have  no  earnest  desire  for  those  supplies  of  grace 
which  we  really  need ;  we  are  apt  to  say,  with  the 
Laodiceans,  I  am  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
have  need  of  nothing ;  not  knowing  that  "  we  are 
wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked." 

Our  prayers  have  respect  either  to  our  temporal  or 
our  spiritual  wants,  and  with  reference  to  both  we 
need  the  enlightening  and  directing  grace  of  the  Spirit. 
In  respect  to  our  temporal  wants,  it  might  seem  that 
we  could  have  little  difficulty  in  understanding  them, 
and  in  praying  for  what  things  we  need ;  but  I  ap- 
prehend, every  experienced  believer  will  be  ready  to 
acknowledge  his  ignorance  on  this  subject,  and,  to 
confess  that  he  often  knows  not  what  is  really  good  for 
him.  Every  condition  of  life  has  its  peculiar  snares, 
and  temptations,  and  trials ;  and  one  of  the  most  pre- 
cious fruits  of  the  Spirit  is  a  disposition  to  resign 
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ourselyes  to  tlie  will  of  God,  and  to  pray  for  temporal 
blessings  only  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  consistent  with, 
or  conducive  to  our  spiritual  welfare.  This  resigned 
and  spiritual  frame  of  mind  is  beautifully  expressed 
in  the  prayer  of  Agur, — "  Give  me  neither  poverty 
nor  riches :  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me ;  lest 
I  be  full,  and  deny  thee,  and  say.  Who  is  the  Lord  ? 
or  lest  I  be  poor,  and  steal,  and  take  the  name  of  my 
God  in  vain."  This  is  so  far  from  being  the  natural 
disposition  of  our  hearts,  that  the  apostle  represents 
the  very  opposite  spirit  as  prevailing  among  profess- 
ing Christians,  and  breathing  in  their  very  prayers, — 
*'  Ye  ask  and  receive  not,  because  ye  ask  amiss,  that 
ye  may  consume  it  on  your  lusts." 

In  reference,  again,  to  our  spiritual  wants,  we  are 
often  lamentably  ignorant  of  their  nature  and  extent ; 
and  they  who  have  paid  most  attention  to  the  state 
of  their  hearts  will  be  the  first  to  feel  how  much  they 
need  the  grace  of  the  Spirit  to  direct  them  to  a  dis- 
covery of  their  sins.  Thus  David  exclaims,  "  Who 
can  understand  his  errors?  cleanse  thou  me  from 
secret  faults" — "  Search  me,  0  God,  and  know  my 
heart :  try  me  and  know  my  thoughts ;  and  see  if  there 
be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way 
everlasting."  Nothing  is  more  necessary  to  prayer 
than  to  know  the  "  plague  of  our  hearts." 

2.  The  Holy  Spirit,  besides  disclosing  to  us  our 
wants,  our  weaknesses,  and  our  sins,  makes  known 
the  rich  provision  of  all  needful  grace  which  is  trea- 
sured up  in  Christ;  and  this  is  as  useful  for  our 
direction  and  encovma^'eaiettfc^  ^&  the  discovery  of  our 
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necessities  is  for  awakening  our  desires,  since  it  is,  in 
a  great  measure,  owing  to  our  ignorance  or  unbelief 
in  regard  to  the  rich  provision  of  the  Gospel,  that  we 
"  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought." 
The  Holy  Spirit  makes  known  to  the  belieyer,  in  all 
their  fulness  and  yariety,  ike  inestimable  blessings  of 
redemption ;  for  "  he  takes  of  the  things  of  Christ, 
and  shows  them  unto  us ;"  and  he  is  sent  that  we  may 
"  know  the  things  which  are  freely  given  to  us  of  Grod." 
A  clear  discovery  of  the  rich  and  glorious  privi- 
leges which  Christ  has  purchased  for  his  people,  is  at 
once  a  means  of  direction,  and  a  source  of  encourage- 
ment in  prayer :  when  they  are  placed  before  us  in 
all  their  variety  and  extent,  we  feel  how  much  we 
need  them,  how  suitable  they  are  to  our  real  wants, 
and  how  infinitely  precious  and  desirable  in  them- 
selves. Pardon,  repentance,  holiness,  peace  of  con- 
science, eternal  life, — when  these  and  similar  blessings 
are  vividly  conceived  of  as  having  been  purchased  by 
the  Saviour  for  his  people,  and  offered  to  all  without 
exception  in  the  Gospel,  we  see  what  we  should  pray 
for ;  and  we  feel  also  that  we  have  a  free  right  and 
warrant  to  pray  for  them,  infinitely  great  and  precious 
though  they  be.  Ignorance  of  the  gracious  provisions 
of  the  Gospel,  or  a  dim  and  indistinct  apprehension, 
either  of  the  nature  of  these  blessings,  or  of  the  method 
by  which  they  were  provided,  or  of  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  offered,  is  a  great  hindrance  to  prayer ;  but 
prayer  becomes  free  and  lively,  in  proportion  as  we 
are  taught  by  the  Spirit  to  know  the  things  which  are 
*'*' freely  given  to  us  of  God."    These  are  great  bless- 
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ings, — and  when  we  pray  for  them  we  may  well  feel 
that  we  make  a  great  request  of  God ;  but  when  we 
know  that  they  are  all  treasured  up  for  us  in  the  ful- 
ness that  is  in  Christ,  and  that  they  are  freely  ten- 
dered to  us  in  the  Gk)spel,  "  we  come  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find 
grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need.*' 

3.  The  Holy  Spirit  assists  us  in  prayer,  by  working 
in  us  such  dispositions  and  desires  as  make  us  to  seek 
for  those  supplies  of  grace  which  we  need,  with  ear- 
nest, importunate,  and  persevering  supplication :  ^'  As 
the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my 
soul  after  thee,  O  God.  My  soul  thirsteth  for  God, 
for  the  living  God :  when  shall  I  come  and  appear 
before  God." 

Naturally  we  have  no  such  disposition  or  desire. 
The  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  against  God,  is 
naturally  averse  from  those  spiritual  blessings  of  which 
it  stands  in  need.  True,  it  is  desirous  of  exemption 
from  pain,  and  punishment,  and  danger ;  but  what- 
ever is  spiritual  is  obnoxious  to  its  taste, — insomuch, 
that  were  an  unrenewed  mind  supposed  (if  we  may 
suppose  a  case  which  is  never  realized  in  actual  ex- 
perience) to  be  sensible,  on  the  one  hand,  of  its  sin 
and  misery  and  danger,  and  enabled  to  perceive,  on 
the  other,  the  number  and  variety  of  the  blessings 
which  have  been  purchased  and  offered  by  Christ ;  it 
would,  if  left  to  follow  its  own  inclination,  without 
the  restraining  and  renewing  grace  of  the  Spirit,  re- 
fuse to  accept  God's  great  salvation  ! 

The  awakening  oi  si^mtviaJL  daslre  in  the  heart  is 
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the  work  of  God's  Spirit,  and  that  desire  must  be 
kept  alive  by  his  continued  agency :  "  Blessed  are 
they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  for 
they  shall  be  filled."  This  new  disposition  or  desire 
makes  prayer  natural,  easy,  and  delightful  to  the 
people  of  God.  Just  as  a  natural  man  hungers  and 
thirsts  for  food  and  drink,  so  the  renewed  man  hun- 
gers and  thirsts  after  righteousness.  He  has  a  new 
spiritual  appetite  which  naturally  and  spontaneously 
seeks  its  proper  spiritual  aliment.  And  hence  those 
commands  and  observances  which  are  a  burden  and 
bondage  to  mere  formalists,  are  an  easy  yoke  to  every 
hving  Christian. 

4.  The  Holy  Spirit  helps  us  in  prayer,  by  strength- 
ening and  exciting  into  lively  exercise,  those  spiritual 
graces  which  are  essentially  implied  in  communion 
with  God.  Prayer  properly  consists  in  the  exercise 
of  these  graces :  it  is  not  the  mere  utterance  of  words, 
Bor  is  it  even  the  mere  expression  of  natural  feeling ; 
it  is  an  exercise  of  repentance,  of  faith,  of  love,  of 
trust  and  delight  in  God ;— of  repentance,  which  is 
expressed  in  the  language  of  confession ; — of  faith,  for 
he  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is  the  re- 
warder  of  them  that  "  diligently  seek  him ;" — of  love, 
for  we  call  him  Abba,  Father — our  Father  which  art 
in  heaven  ; — of  trust,  for  we  commit  our  case  into  his 
hands ; — and  of  delight,  for  the  promise  is,  "  Delight 
thyself  in  the  Lord,  and  he  will  give  thee  the  desires 
of  thine  heart."  These  graces  are  not  only  presup- 
posed or  implied  in  prayer,  but  prayer  properly  con- 
sists in  the  lively  exercise  of  them, — insomuch^  tba.t 
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where  these  graces  are  awanting,  there  is  no  prayer, 
whatever  forms  may  he  ohserved,  and  whatever  words 
employed.  Now  let  it  be  rememhered,  that  all  these 
graces  are  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit, — that  they  are  at 
first  implanted,  and  must  ever  afterwards  be  nourished 
by  the  Spirit,— *-and  you  will  perceive  at  once  how  the 
Spirit  may  assist  us  in  prayer,  simply  by  strengthen- 
ing and  exciting  into  lively  exercise  all  the  gracious 
afiections  of  the  soul.  By  this  means  he  gives  us 
freedom  and  comfort  in  prayer ;  for  where  these  graces 
are  absent,  prayer  is  a  mere  form ;  where  they  are 
weak,  prayer  is  cold  and  languid ;  but  where  they 
abound,  prayer  is  the  soul's  communion  with  God. 

5.  The  Spirit  aids  us  in  this  exercise,  by  helping 
our  infirmities,  when  he  either  removes  the  hindrances 
to  prayer,  or  stirs  us  up  to  watch  against  them,  and 
to  rise  above  them. 

There  are  many  hindrances  to  prayer,  some  of  them 
external,  arising  from  the  body,  or  the  world, — others 
of  them  internal,  and  arising  from  the  state  of  our 
own  hearts.  Of  the  latter,  I  may  mention  ignorance, 
unbelief,  indifierence,  despondency,  and  such  like, 
which  are  removed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  he  is  the 
eulightener,  the  sanctifier,  and  the  comforter  of  God's 
people ;  and  of  the  former,  bodily  infirmities,  the 
cares  and  business  of  life,  the  dissipating  influence  of 
society,  and  such  like,  fi*om  which  the  Spirit  promises 
no  exemption  to  any  of  his  people,  but  which  he 
strengthens  them  to  resist,  and  enables  them  to  over- 
come. But  if  we  would  overcome  these  hindrances 
to  prayer,  we  ixi\]&^  Ok^^  wrKfeVi^-a  of  those  helps 
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which  the  Spirit  of  God  has  proyided  for  us,  remem- 
bering that  he  acts  in  the  use  of  ordinary  means,  and 
that  his  grace  is  to  be  sought  in  the  way  of  duty. 

II.  Many  lessons  might  be  deduced  from  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Spirit's  agency,  as  "  the  Spirit  of  grace  and 
supplication," — applicable  alike  for  our  warning,  our 
direction,  and  our  encouragement  in  prayer. 

We  learn  from  it  that  prayer  is  a  yery  solemn  ex- 
ercise,— an  exercise  in  which  we  not  only  hold  direct 
converse  with  God  whom  we  address,  but  in  which 
God  also  holds  converse  with  us  by  the  operation  of 
his  Spirit  in  our  hearts ;  and  as  this  reflection  is  fitted 
to  rebuke  and  humble  us  on  account  of  the  careless- 
ness with  which  we  have  too  often  approached  his 
throne,  so  it  should  warn  us  against  the  guilt  and 
danger  of  calling  on  his  name  without  some  suitable 
feelings  of  reverence  and  godly  fear. 

We  learn  from  it  that  prayer  is  an  exercise  fer 
beyond  our  natural  power,  and  demands  the  exercise 
of  graces  which  can  only  be  imparted  by  the  Spirit 
of  God ;  and  this  reflection,  again,  should  direct  us 
to  look  to  the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  and  to  implore  his 
aid,  as  often  as  w^  come  to  the  throne. 

We  learn  from  it  that  God  has  made  the  most 
ample  provision  for  our  being  restored  to  his  commu- 
nion and  fellowship ;  for  not  only  is  He  revealed  as 
the  hearer  and  the  answerer  of  prayer,  sitting  on  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  waiting  to  be  gracious ;  and  not 
only  is  Christ  revealed  as  our  advocate  and  intercessor, 
standing  beside  the  throne,  and  ready  to  present  our 
requests,  perfumed  with  the  incense  of  his  own  merits ; 
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but,  lest  when  all  outward  impediments  were  removed, 
there  might  still  remain  some  hindrance  in  our  own 
hearts, — the  Holy  Spirit  is  also  revealed  as  "  the  Spirit 
of  grace  and  supplication," — "  who  intercedeth  for  the 
saints  according  to  the  will  of  God;" — and  as  this 
precious  truth  should  encourage  us  to  ask  his  grace 
to  help  our  infirmities,  so  should  it  inspire  the  hope  of 
an  answer  in  peace  ;  for  every  prayer  that  is  prompted 
by  the  Spirit  is  a  pledge  of  its  own  fulfilment,  seeing 
that  "  God  who  searcheth  the  hearts  knoweth  what  is 
the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  because  he  maketh  intercession 
for  the  saints  according  to  the  will  of  God."  And 
although  we  should  feel  as  if  we  were  at  a  loss  for 
words  to  express  our  desires  to  God,  even  this  should 
not  discourage  us ; — ^the  desire  of  the  heart  is  prayer, 
although  it  should  find  no  fit  utterance,  for  Moses' 
heart  spake  only  when  God  said,  "  Wherefore  criest 
thou  unto  me ;"  and  Hannah's,  when  "  she  spake 
in  her  heart," — her  lips  moved,  but  her  voice  was 
not  heard,  yet  without  words  "  she  poured  out  her 
heart  before  the  Lord," — and  the  very  want  of  suitable 
expressions  may  only  show,  that  the  Spirit  is  making 
intercession  for  us  "  with  groanings  that  cannot  he 
uttered" 

But  while  we  are  warned,  and  directed,  and  en- 
couraged by  this  precious  truth,  we  must  habitually 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  Spirit's  grace  is  to  be  sought  in 
the  path  of  duty, — ^that  his  influence  is  not  designed 
to  supersede,  but  to  stimulate  our  industry ;  and  that 
if  we  would  overcome  the  hindrances  which  prevent 
or  mar  our  commimioii  mth.  God^  we  must  diligently 
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avail  ourselves  of  the  helps  which  he  has  provided  for 
our  use.  "Where  prayer  is  prevented  or  abridged  by 
any  necessary  cause,  and  especially  by  bodily  infirmity, 
the  words  of  Christ  himself  show  that  he  will  make 
everv  reasonable  allowance  for  our  weakness :  for  on 
that  memorable  night,  when  he  was  in  an  agony  in  the 
garden,  and  when  his  soul  was  exceeding  sorrowful  even 
unto  death,  and  his  sweat  was,  as  it  were,  great  drops 
of  blood  falling  to  the  ground, — his  disciples,  whom  he 
commanded  to  watch,  began  to  sleep ;  he  gently  re- 
buked them,  saying,  "  What !  couldstthou  not  watch 
one  hour ;"  and  exhorted  them,  "  Watch  and  pray, 
lest  ye  enter  into  temptation  ;**  yet  no  sooner  was 
the  warning  uttered,  than  he  himself  suggested  their 
excuse,  "  The  spirit  truly  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is 
weak."  But  there  are  other  hindrances  to  prayer, 
for  which  no  such  allowance  can  be  made,  and  which 
we  must  watch  against  and  overcome  in  the  use  of 
every  appointed  means,  if  we  would  expect  the  bless- 
ing of  the  Spirit.  Our  bodily  infirmities  themselves, 
when  they  proceed,  as  they  often  do,  from  sloth  and 
self-indulgence,  and  from  the  fulness  of  a  pampered 
appetite,  are  reasons  for  deep  self-humiliation,  when 
they  mar  our  commimion  with  God ;  and  we  should 
watch  unto  prayer,  and  even  fast,  if  need  be,  remem- 
bering the  apostle's  words,  "  1  keep  under  my  body, 
and  bring  it  into  subjection,  lest  by  any  means,  having 
preached  the  Gospel  to  others,  I  should  myself  be 
cast  away."  And  in  like  maimer,  the  necessary 
business  of  life  must  be  attended  to ;  but  the  absorb- 
ing cares,  the  idle  amusements,  the  mere  vanities  of 
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the  world,  which  so  often  abridge  the  time,  and  de- 
stroy the  comfort  of  prayer,  should  be  watchfully 
guarded  against,  and  steadily  resisted,  if  we  would 
enjoy  the  communion  of  the  Spirit  in  our  fellowship 
with  God. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SPIRIT  AS  THE  COMFORTER. 

Our  blessed  Lord  intimated  to  his  disciples  before  his 
departure,  that  he  would  not  leave  them  desolate,  or 
orphans,  but  would  send  them  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
he  might  abide  with  them  for  ever ;  and  he  spake  of 
the  Spirit  as  a  paraclete  (an  expression  which  has 
been  translated  in  our  version— a  comforter^  but  which 
admits  of  being  rendered — an  advocate,  or  monitor)^ 
whose  office  it  should  be  to  plead  the  cause  and  to 
secure  the  welfare  of  his  people  in  various  ways,  by 
helping  their  infirmities,  guiding  them  into  all  truth, 
strengthening  them  against  the  assaults  of  temptation, 
sustaining  them  under  the  pressure  of  trial,  and  aiding 
them  in  the  exercise  of  prayer.     It  is  the  less  neces- 
sary to  dwell  on  the  mere  meaning  of  that  expression, 
because  unquestionably  in  other  places  the  Spirit  is 
represented  as  executing  the  office  of  a  Comforter,  as 
when  the  apostle  says,  "  Now  the  God  of  hope  fill 
you  with  all  peace  and  joy  in  believing,  that  ye  may 
abound  in  hope  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost/' 

(Rom.  XV.  3.)    The  peace,  and  joy,  and  hoig^e  ^hkk 
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are  here  mentioned,  are  the  constituent  elements  of 
that  comfort  which  God  has  provided  for  his  people ; 
and  elsewhere  they  are  severally  descrihed  as  heing  of 
inestimahle  value — ^fruits  alike  sweet  and  precious  of 
the  riches  of  his  grace ;  for  this  peace  is  called  "  the 
very  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding;" 
and  this  joy  is  said  to  be  "  a  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory ;"  and  this  hope  is  "a  living,  a  lively  hope, 
an  anchor  to  the  soul  both  sure  and  stedfast,  entering 
into  that  which  is  within  the  veil." 

It  may  be  useful  to  direct  your  thoughts — to  the 
source  of  this  comfort ;  to  the  method  in  which  it  is 
bestowed ;  to  the  various  degrees  in  which  it  may  be 
enjoyed;  and  to  the  duty  which  is  implied  in  the 
apostle's  prayer,  of  seeking  "  to  be  filled  with  all  peace 
and  joy  in  believing,  and  to  abound  in  hope/* 

I.  With  reference  to  the  source  of  this  comfort,  it 
is  important  to  remark,  that  the  peace,  and  joy,  and 
hope  in  which  it  consists,  are  severally  ascribed  in 
Scripture  to  each  of  the  Three  Persons  in  the  God- 
head, and  represented  as  flowing  to  us  out  of  the 
various  offices  which  they  execute  under  the  cove- 
nant of  redemption.  God  himself  is  the  author  of 
this  comfort — the  inexhaustible  fountain  of  his  good- 
ness being  the  source  whence  it  proceeds ;  but  it  is 
not  as  the  God  of  nature  and  providence, — ^the  Crea- 
tor, Preserver,  and  Governor  of  the  world, — ^it  is  as  the 
God  of  grace  and  redemption  that  he  imparts  it  to  his 
people.  It  is  to  God  in  his  covenant  relation  as  God 
in  Christ— the  leconcWet  said^xXie  Saviour  of  the  guilty, 
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that  the  apostle  refers,  when  he  speaks  of  him  '^  as 
the  God  of  hope,"  and  as  "  the  Grod  of  patience  and 
consolation;"  and  more  expressly  still  in  another  place, 
where  he  says,  "  Blessed  be  God,  even  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies  and  the 
God  of  all  comfort;  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our 
tribulation,  that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them 
which  are  in  any  trouble  by  the  comfort  wherewith 
we  ourselves  are  comforted  of  God." — As  God  is  the 
author  of  this  comfort,  so  it  comes  to  us  in  and 
through  Christ  as  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant. 
He  was  sent  "  to  preach  peace  to  them  that  were  afar 
oflf,  and  to  them  that  were  near/'  He  is  himself  "  our 
peace,"  as  he  is  "the  propitiation  for  our  sins;"  for 
"  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  by  whom  also  we  have 
access  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  stand,  and 
rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God."  Christ  is  "  the 
Prince  of  peace,"  and  his  Gospel  is  "the  gospel  of 
peace ;"  and  he  was  sent  at  once  to  procure  and  to  pro- 
claim that  reconciliation  on  which  our  peace,  and  joy, 
and  hope  depend :  "  He  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  tidings  to  the  meek ;  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up 
the  broken-hearted," — "  to  comfort  all  that  mourn ;  to 
appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto 
them  beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning, 
and  the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness." 
And,  accordingly,  both  the  Father  and  the  Son  are 
conjoined  in  the  apostle's  prayer — "  Now  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  himself,  and  God,  even  our  Father,  which 
hath  loved  us,  and  given  us  everlasting  consolation 
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and  good  hope  through  grace,  comfort  your  hearts,  and 
stahlish  you  in  every  good  word  and  work." — But  this 
comfort,  flowing  from  God  himself  as  its  source,  and 
through  Christ  the  Mediator  of  the  new  coyenant  as 
the  channel  by  which  it  is  conveyed  to  us,  is  applied 
to  our  hearts  by  the  gracious  agency  and  inward  ope- 
ration of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  apostle  prays  for  the 
Roman  converts,  that  they  might  be  "  filled  with  all 
peace  and  joy  in  believing,  and  abound  in  hope  through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost;"  and  of  the  primitive 
believers  we  read,  that  they  "  walked  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost," 

The  Spirit's  love  as  a  Comforter  is  manifested  in 
various  ways.  Foijftrsty  It  was  the  Spirit  with  which 
Christ  himself  was  anointed,  and  by  which  he  was 
qualified,  in  respect  of  his  human  nature,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  his  great  design — "  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
God  is  upon  me,  for  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach ;" 
— secondly,  It  was  the  Spirit  who  dictated  the  whole 
of  that  message  of  grace  and  mercy  which  is  contain- 
ed in  the  Gospel,  for  "  holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost;*'  and  to  him,  there- 
fore, is  to  be  gratefully  ascribed  every  consolation 
which  the  Gospel  imparts,  and  every  hope  which  it 
inspires ; — and  thirdly.  It  is  the  Spirit  who,  by  his 
continued  agency  in  the  Church,  and  his  internal 
operation  on  the  minds  of  believers,  enables  them  to 
understand  the  gracious  import,  and  to  feel  the  blessed 
influence  of  the  Gospel,  so  that  they  are  "  filled  with 
all  peace  and  joy  in  believing,  and  abound  in  hope 
through  the  "powex  oi  ^^^  HaVj  Ghost." 
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Such  is  the  view  which  is  given  in  Scripture  of  the 
source  or  origin  of  the  comfort  that  is  here  spoken 
of;  it  is  ascribed  to  each  of  the  Three  Persons  of  the 
Godhead,  and  represented  as  flowing  to  us  out  of  the 
various  offices  which  they  fulfil  under  the  covenant 
of  redemption ;  and  hy  this  view,  two  reflections  are 
suggested  which  may  he  briefly  noticed :  the  first  is — 
how  gracious  and  lovely  is  the  aspect  in  which  God's 
character  is  presented,  when  each  Person  in  the  God- 
head is  declared  to  be  so  much  interested,  not  only  in 
the  safety,  but  in  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  his 
people ;  and  the  second  is — how  sweet  and  comfort- 
able is  the  dispensation  under  which  we  are  placed, 
seeing  that  it  is  alike  fitted  and  designed  to ^11  us  with 
all  pea^e  and  joy  in  believing,  so  that  we  may  abound 
in  hope  through  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
If,  then,  the  Father  be  the  very  God  of  peace,  the 
Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort ;  and 
if  his  beloved  Son  be  the  Prince  of  peace ;  and  if  the 
Holy  Spirit  be  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  all  grace 
and  consolation ;  and  if  the  Gospel  be  indeed,  as  its 
very  name  imports,  glad  tidings  of  great  joy, — ^it  fol- 
lows, that  however,  from  the  operation  oi  other  causes, 
such  as  the  remaining  darkness  of  their  understand- 
ings, or  the  unsubdued  corruption  of  their  hearts,  or  the 
weakness  of  their  faith,  or  the  strength  of  their  temp- 
tations, or  the  number  and  weight  of  their  trials, 
God's  people  may  sometimes  have  their  peace  dis- 
turbed, yet,  in  its  native  tendency  and  proper  effect,  the 
Gospel  is  fitted  to  produce  and  sustain  "  a  peace  which 
passeth  all  understanding,"  and  "  a  joy  vrhkitL  ^a  xajL- 
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speakable  and  full  of  gloiy/*  And  if  any  of  his  people 
are  '^  for  a  season  in  heaviness  through  manifold  temp- 
tations," ^^  walking  in  darkness,  and  having  no  light," 
the  J  may  rest  assured  that  their  want  of  present  comfort 
arises  from  no  defect  in  Christ's  Gospel,  and  still  less 
from  any  indifference  to  their  real  welfare  on  the  part 
of  God ; — on  the  contrary,  God  is  "  the  comforter  of 
those  who  are  cast  down;"  and  it  is  only,  "if  need 
be,"  and  vvdth  a  view  to  their  ultimate  good,  that  he 
subjects  them  for  a  season  to  this  sore  discipline, — tak- 
ing them,  as  it  were,  for  a  little  time  into  the  vdlder- 
ness,  that  he  may  there  speak  comfortably  unto  them. 
II.  Having  seen  that  God  in  Christ  is  the  inex- 
haustible source  of  that  comfort  which  is  imparted  to 
his  people  by  the  agency  of  the  Spirit ;  it  will  be  of 
considerable  practical  importance  to  consider  the  means 
and  method  by  which  the  Holy  Spirit  fulfils  this  pre- 
cious and  endearing  part  of  his  work. 

It  were  a  dangerous  error  to  suppose  that  the  Spirit 

comforts  his  people,  by  infusing  peace  and  joy  and 

hope  into  their  hearts,  without  the  use  of  the  ordinary 

means  of  grace,  or  separate  and  apart  from  his  other 

fruits  and  operations,  as  their  Teacher  and  Sanctifier. 

He  acts  in  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  his  work,  in 

a  way  that  is  consistent  with  the  laws,  and  adapted 

to  the  necessities  of  our  moral  nature ;  and  his  work 

is  not  divided ;  its  various  parts  may  be  distinctly 

considered,  but  they  never  exist  separately  from  each 

other ;  they  constitute  one  grand  work  by  which  our 

happiness  is  secured  while  our  holiness  is  advanced. 

The   Spirit  coroSoxV^  \»s  ^^q^-^  \s^  mean«  of  the 
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truth  revealed  in  his  FForrf,— enabling  them  to  iin- 
derstaud  its  import,  to  feel  its  power,  and  especially 
to  apply  it,  in  the  exercise  of  an  appropriating  faith, 
to  the  case  of  their  own  souls.  That  the  Grospel,  or 
the  truth  contained  in  the  Gospel,  is  the  instrumental 
means  by  which  the  Spirit  comforts  his  people,  ap- 
pears from  the  apostle's  prayer  aboye  quoted,  for  he 
prays  that  they  might  be  "  filled  with  all  peace  and 
joy  in  believing  ;"  and  from  his  language  in  another 
place,  "  For  whatsoever  things  were  written  aforetime, 
were  written  for  our  learning,  that  we  through  patience 
and  comfort  of  the  Scriptures  might  have  hope." 
David,  too,  refers  to  the  same  means  of  consolation, 
when  he  says,  ^^  This  is  my  comfort  in  mine  affliction ; 
for  thy  Word  hath  quickened  me." 

He  begins  to  impart  this  comfort  at  the  very  time 
of  a  sinner  s  conversion ;  for  no  sinner  is  converted 
until  he  is  so  far  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  as  a  Saviour,  and  persuaded  of  the  certainty 
and  freeness  of  the  Gospel,  as  to  feel  that  he  may,  as  a 
sinner,  guilty  and  helpless  as  be  is  in  himself,  venture, 
on  a  scriptural  warrant,  to  put  his  own  personal  trust 
in  Christ,  and  to  draw  near  to  God  through  him,  in 
the  humble  hope,  that  "  whosoever  cometh  shall  in 
nowise  be  cast  out ;"  and  there  is  enough  in  these, 
the  simplest  elements  of  Gospel  truth,  to  impart  im- 
mediate relief  and  comfort  to  the  sinner  s  heart, — ^inso- 
much, that,  like  the  Ethiopian  treasurer,  he  may,  from 
that  hour,  "  go  on  his  way  rejoicing,"  For  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  is  really  a  Gospel — ^good  news,  glad  tidings 
of  great  joy-*-^ddressed  as  it  is,  not  to  the  innocent^ 
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but  to  the  guilty, — and  aflFording,  as  it  does,  to  every 
man  that  is  a  sinner,  and  just  because  he  is  a  sinner,  a 
divine  warrant,  to  return  unto  the  Lord,  in  the  assu- 
rance that  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  even  to  our 
God,  who  will  abundantly  pardon.     But  while,  from 
the  beginning  of  his  Christian  course,  the  believei 
may  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  may 
experience  that  measure  of  peace,  and  joy,  and  hope, 
which  the  simplest  elements  of  divine  truth,  when 
rightly  apprehended,  and  really  believed,  are  fitted 
to  inspire ;  his  comfort,  like  every  other  fruit  of  the 
Spirit,  admits  of  growth  and  increase,  and  is  advanced 
in  proportion  as  he  acquires  larger  and  clearer  views 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.     The  believer  s  com- 
fort is  often,  for  a  time,  weak  and  fluctuating, — just 
because  his  views  of  divine  truth  are  dim  and  in- 
distinct; but  as  these  become,  under  the  teaching 
of  the  Spirit,  more  clear  and  comprehensive,  his  com- 
fort also  becomes  more  settlcjd  and  stable.     Every  new 
.  view  which  he  obtains  of  the  character  of  God,  as  it 
is  displayed  in  the  cross  of  Christ,— every  new  proof 
of  his  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  love,  in  the  work  of 
redemption,  and  especially  in  his  dealings  towards 
his  own  soul, — every  fresh  experience  of  the  power  of 
God's  truth, — ^must  increase  that  comfort,  which  even 
his  first  faint  glimpse  of  these  things  imparted  to  his 
heart ;  and  it  is  in  this  way,  and  especially  by  enlight- 
ening him  more  fully  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  that 
the  Spirit  comforts  his  people,  as  we  learn  from  that 
remarkable  prayer  of  the  apostle — "  For  this  cause  I 
bow  my  knees  unto  l\vfc  ¥a.\k<et  ^f  our  Lord  Jesus 
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Christ,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth 
is  named,  that  he  would  grant  you,  according  to  the 
riches  of  his  glory,  to  be  strengthened  with  might  by 
his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man ;  that  Christ  may  dwell 
in  your  hearts  by  faith ;  that  ye,  being  rooted  and* 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all 
saints  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and 
height ;  and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth 
knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness 
of  God."  Mark  here,  (1.)  That  even  true  converts, 
genuine  believers  in  Christ,  are  as  yet  comparatively 
ignorant  of  the  boundless  love  of  Christ  (2.)  That 
they  must  be  strengthened  by  the  Spirit  in  the  inner 
man,  in  order  to  form  any  suitable  conception  of  it. 
(3.)  That  a  knowledge  of  Christ's  love  is  slowly  and 
gradually  acquired  in  the  course  of  Christian  experi* 
ence ;  for  Christ  must  dwell  in  our  hearts  by  faith^ 
and  we  must  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  love^  in  order 
to  comprehend  it.  (4.)  That,  after  all,  they  never  can 
exhaust  a  subject  which  is  in  itself  inexhaustible  :  it 
has  a  height  and  a  depth  in  it  "  which  passeth  know- 
ledge." And,  (5.)  To  know  Christ* s  love,  as  the  Spirit 
only  can  make  us  know  it,  is  the  means  of  a  comfort 
as  full  as  it  is  sweet :  it  is  to  "  be  filled  with  all  the 
fulness  of  Grod."  In  this  manner,  the  Spirit  comforts 
his  people,  by  disclosing  to  them  the  fulness  that  is  in 
Christ,  and  the  freeness  with  which  his  privileges  are 
bestowed ;  for  "  we  have  received,"  says  the  apostle, 
"  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of 
God ;  that  we  might  know  the  things  which  are  freely 
given  to  us  of  God." 
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It  is  of  great  practical  importance  to  remember,  that 
all  genuine  erangelical  comfort  has  its  ground  and  war- 
rant in  the  revealed  truth  of  God ;  for  then  it  is  not 
delusive  and  groundless,  like  the  false  security  of  those 
who  say,  "  Peace,  peace,  while  there  is  no  peace," — 
but  it  is  stable,  and  sound,  and  permanent,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  strength  of  the  ground  on  which  it  rests. 

Again,  the  Holy  Spirit  provides  for  the  comfort  of 
his  people — hy  sanctifying  them.  We  read  of  two 
kinds  of  rest  which  Christ  proposes  to  us  in  the  Gos- 
pel ;  and  these  two  are  not  only  inseparably  conjoined 
in  Scripture,  but  will  be  found,  in  experience,  to  be 
very  intimately  connected.  The  first  is  the  rest  of 
justification  or  pardon^  of  which  Christ  speaks  when, 
addressing  the  guilty  sinner,  laden  with  the  burden  of 
his  sins,  he  says,  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest ;"  He 
will  take  the  burden  of  guilt  away ;  He  will  abun- 
dantly pardon; — ^but  the  second  is  the  rest  ofsanctifi- 
cation — "  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me; 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my 
burden  is  light.'* 

This  comfort  arises  from  the  subjugation  of  our  un- 
holy passions,  and  the  substitution,  in  their  room,  of 
the  gracious  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  which  are  essentially, 
in  thei  own  nature,  as  peaceful  as  they  are  lovely, — 
and  not  only  conducive  to  our  happiness,  but  its  con- 
stituent elements.  It  is  only  necessary  to  enumerate 
them,  and  to  contrast  them  with  their  opposites,  to  see 
that,  in  their  o\viiii^.lui^^«csA«^^!E\»^\.wsL  all  arbitrary 
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rewards  or  punishments,  they  are  essentially  and  in- 
herently blissful.  Mark  the  contrast,  as  it  is  drawn 
by  the  apostle — "  The  works  of  the  flesh  are  manifest, 
which  are  these :  Adultery,  fornication,  uncleanness, 
lasciyiousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred,  variance, 
emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies,  envyings, 
murders,  drunkenness,  revellings,  and  such  like." — 
**  But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
8u£Fering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  tem- 
perance :  against  such  there  is  no  law.  And  they  that 
are  Christ's  have  crucified  the  flesh  with  the  aflections 
and  lusts."  The  mere  enumeration  of  these  opposite 
qualities  of  character  should  be  sufl&cient  to  convince 
you,  that  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  are  fitted,  in  their 
own  nature,  to  minister  to  yom:  comfort ;  and  we  have 
the  Lord's  own  assurance  that  every  beatitude  stands 
connected  with  one  or  other  of  these  graces, — when  he 
says,  "  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit :  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn  : 
for  they  shall  be  comforted.  Blessed  are  the  meek  : 
for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.  Blessed  are  they 
which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness :  for 
they  shall  be  filled.  Blessed  are  the  merciful :  for 
they  shall  obtain  mercy.  Blessed  are  the  pure  in 
heart :  for  they  shall  see  God." 

The  Spirit  comforts  us,  then,  by  carrying  on  the 
great  work  of  sanctification  ;  but  it  is  no  part  of  his 
office  to  comfort  us  "  in  our  sins  ;"  and  it  is  still  true, 
as  it  ever  was,  that  the  wicked  are  as  a  raging  sea, 
when  it  cannot  rest ;  for  '^  there  is  no  peace,  saith  my 
Chd,  to  the  Wicked." 
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Again.,  the  Spirit  comforts  his  people,  hy  disclosing 
to  them,  and  enahling  them  to  discern  such  marks 
and  evidences  of  a  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts^  as 
may  a£ford  a  comfortable  assurance  of  their  sonship, 
and  awaken  a  cheering  hope  of  future  glory.  "  The 
Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we 
are  the  children  of  God ;  and  if  children,  then  heirs, 
heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ."  Here,  too, 
the  Spirit  acts  as  our  Comforter,  —  not  by  making 
known  our  election  with  an  audible  voice,  or  reveajing 
any  thing  that  may  not  be  gathered  from  the  Word, 
when  viewed  in  connection  with  our  own  experience, 
— but  simply  by  producing  his  gracious  fruits,  and 
then  enabling  us  to  discern  them  as  so  many  scriptu- 
ral marks  and  evidences  of  our  conversion.  For  it  is 
the  presence  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts,  evinced  by 
the  change  which  his  power  produces  there,  which  is 
the  witness  or  evidence  of  our  sonship  :  "  Hereby  we 
know  that  we  dwell  in  God ;  because  he  has  given  us 
of  his  Spirit," — and.  "  he  that  hath  wrought  us  for 
the  self-same  thing  is  God,  who  also  has  given  to  us 
the  earnest  of  his  Spirit," — and  "  ye  are  sealed  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  which  is  the  earnest  of  our 
inheritance,  until  the  redemption  of  the  purchased 
possession." 

I  need  not  say  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  Spirit's  work, 
as  a  Comforter,  to  exempt  his  people  from  trials ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  seem  to  be  subjected  to  afflictions  at  once 
more  numerous  and  severe  than  are  those  of  the  men 
of  this  world  ;  for,  in  addition  to  disease,  and  bereave- 
ment, and  disappoVntofiiit,  "N^^j^Oa.  ^^^  ^^ss&\a.  ^i^^mr 
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mon  with  others,  they  are  exposed  to  trials  which  are 
peculiar  to  themselves :  some  inward,  arising  from  the 
exercise  of  their  own  minds— the  warfare  in  which 
they  are  engaged — the  discipline  to  which,  if  need  he, 
they  are  subjected,  for  their  trial,  and  humiliation, 
and  establishment ;  and  others  outward,  arising  from 
the  obloquy  and  opposition — ^the  ridicule  or  persecu- 
tion of  the  world.  But  here  is  the  mystery  of  their 
peace  :  it  is  peace  in  the  midst  of  trouble, — joy  in  the 
midst  of  sorrow.  "  In  the  world,"  says  the  Saviour,  "ye 
shall  have  tribulation ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have 
overcome  the  world ;" — and  hence  the  apostle  could 
say,  "  We  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet  not  distress- 
ed ;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair ;  persecuted, 
but  not  forsaken ;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed." 

III.  The  comfort  of  which  we  have  spoken,  arising 
from  our  views  of  God's  truth,  the  sanctification  of 
our  nature,  and  the  inward  witness  of  the  Spirit, — may 
exist  in  various  degrees,  according  to  the  greater  or 
less  extent  of  our  spiritual  attainments ;  and  this  is 
intimated  to  us,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  seeking  for  a 
large  measure  of  evangelical  comfort,  in  the  apostle's 
prayer — "  The  God  of  ho^e^ll  you  with  all  peace  and 
joy  in  believing ;  that  ye  may  abound  in  hope,  through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

From  the  manner  in  which  this  prayer  is  expressed, 
we  may  learn  that  there  is  an  intimate  and  mutual  re- 
lation betwixt  the  constituent  elements,  of  which  the 
Christian  s  comfort  is  composed ;  that  there  must  first 
be  present  peace  and  joy  in  believing,  before  we  can 
experience  the  lively  hope  which  les^^ecta  q\sx  ^;\$;xa.^ 
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prospects ;  as  it  will  inyariably  be  found,  that  there 
is  no  real  hope  of  eternal  life  hereafier^  until  we  are 
enabled  so  to  believe  the  Gospel,  as  to  enjoy  some 
measure  of  peace  now.  Those,  therefore,  who  com- 
plain of  the  want  of  confidence,  should  be  directed,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  those  simple  elements  of  Gospel 
truth,  which  are  fitted  to  give  immediate  relief  and 
comfort  to  the  sinner;  and  those,  again,  who  have 
experienced  some  small  measure  of  peace,  and  have 
been  enabled,  occasionally,  to  look  forward  with  some- 
thing like  hope  to  the  future,  should  be  encouraged  to 
seek  after  larger  measures  of  these  blissful  feelings ; — 
so  that,  "  being  filled  with  all  peace  and  joy  in  be- 
lieving, they  may  abound  in  hope  through  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost."  This  is  alike  their  duty  aiid  their 
privilege :  it  is  their  duty — since  God  himself  requires 
them  "  to  give  all  diligence  to  make  their  calling  and 
election  sure ;"  and  it  is  their  privilege — ^for  this  abim- 
dant  consolation,  and  this  good  hope  through  grace, 
are  declared  to  be  attainable ;  and  every  believer  will 
acknowledge  that  they  are  most  desirable.  And  He 
who  is  revealed  as  "  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the 
God  of  all  comfort,"  is  not  unwilling  to  give  the  Spirit 
to  them  that  ask  him ;  nor  is  the  Spirit  unwilling  to 
impart  his  consolations, — for  he  is  "  the  good  Spirit " 
— "  the  Spirit  of  all  grace," — who  is  "  grieved  "  when 
his  consolations  are  slighted,  and  ever  ready  to  '•'  bind 
up  the  broken  hearted, — to  comfort  all  that  mourn." 

But  while  we  are  encouraged  by  these  considera- 
tions to  expect  and  seek  for  a  larger  measure  of  peace, 
and  joy,  and  liO]f  e,  t\iaii  -we  have  yet  experienced,  we 
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must  ever  remember  that  they  are  to  be  sought  for  in  the 
way  of  duty  ^  and  in  the  use  of  the  ordinary  means  of 
grace.  It  \^^  firsts  hj faith — ^by  believing  the  testimony 
of  God  in  the  Gospel ;  and  secondly^  by  "  diligence 
in  duty,"  giving  all  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and 
election  sure;  and  thirdly,  by  prayer  for  ourselves 
and  for  others ; — it  is  by  these  and  similar  means  that 
we  may  expect  to  realize  what  the  apostle  supplicated 
on  behalf  of  his  converts,  when  he  prayed  for  them — 
"  The  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  peace  and  joy  in 
believing ;  that  ye  may  abound  in  hope,  through  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

And  now  on  a  calm  and  comprehensive  review  of 
all  that  has  been  said  concerning  the  Work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  both  in  the  Conversion  of  Sinners,  and 
in  the  Edification  of  His  people,  how  appropriate  to 
the  case  of  every  reader,  whatever  may  be  his  charac- 
ter, are  these  prayers  of  David : — 

"  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God ;  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  me.  Cast  me  not  away  from  thy 
presence ;  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me.  Re- 
store unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation ;  and  uphold 
me  by  thy  free  Spirit." — "  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will ; 
for  thou  art  my  God :  thy  Spirit  is  good ;  lead  me 
into  the  land  of  uprightness." 


THE  END. 
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